PROGRAM REPORT
Name of Program: Capacity Building Programme for Master Trainers of Meghalaya on Art
Integrated Learning
Name of Organizers: National Council of Educational Research and Training, New Delhi,
British Council, India and Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (Government of Meghalaya)
Dates: 20th to 27th November, 2013
Venue: Bharat Scouts and Guides Building, Laban, Shillong, Meghalaya
Number of Participants: 38
Co-ordinators: Prof. Pawan Sudhir, Head, DEAA, NCERT and Ms. Shaguna Gahilote, Head,
Arts & Literature, British Council, India
A seven day training workshop was organized by the Department of Education in Arts
and Aesthetics, NCERT in collaboration with the British Council, India for the capacity building
of master trainers from Meghalaya state of the North-East region on ‘Art Integrated Learning’.
The participants comprised of teachers and teacher educators from primary schools as well as
Secondary schools, DIETs and DERT. The main objective of the workshop was to bring quality
in primary education through integration of arts into the curriculum.
The workshop was inaugurated by Mr. F. R. Khargaonkar, Secretary, Education
(Government of Meghalaya) along with the team of Resource Persons from NCERT and faculty
from NERIE, shillong. Several visual and performing art activities such as different kinds of
painting techniques, clay modeling and puppet construction were the main aspects of the
workshop. The sessions in the workshop were based on the modules of the Training Package (Ice
Breaker, Art in Everyday Activities, Methods and Materials of Visual and Performing Arts,
Integration of Arts in Subjects, Role of Museums and Evaluation- CCE) that was provided to the
participants. Special focus was given to the needs of inclusive classrooms through arts.
The participants showcased their creativity in organizing the morning assemblies. They
created visual arts, they performed, they developed lesson plans while integrating arts with
different subjects in the primary and upper primary classes, and they composed musical pieces
and regional dances. The Resource Persons (who are practicing AIL in their classrooms in Delhi)
shared their school/ classroom experiences followed by classroom videos on AIL. The sessions
in the workshop were interactive and participatory wherein all the teachers and teacher educators
had mock sessions and hands-on experience on AIL (art forms and pedagogical skills) they
learnt. The training was supported with the viewing of video films which are also part of the
Training Package.
The other half of the workshop, taken up by the team from British Council, India focused
upon music teaching and learning and its connect with education. The sessions including various
exercises and activities related to music such as voice modulations, learning of new songs and
constructing lesson plans integrating music. The renowned singer, Mohit Chauhan, who is the
brand ambassador of the World Voice Programme (India), initiated by British Council, had also

embraced the occasion to interact with the participants. Children trained through this technique
by the BCI experts performed at the Raj Nivas of Shillong, Maghalya. The musical presentation
was followed by dinner hosted by the Lt. Governor of Meghalaya, and was attended by a good
number of guests from the field of education and administration.
The co-ordinator, Prof. Pawan Sudhir (Head, DEAA) along with Ms. Sulekha Bhargava
(expert, visual arts) and Mr. Sumanta (Sr. Lecturer, ET, DERT, Shillong) also visited a school
run by Ms. Shima Modak of Shishu Shiksha Ghar, for the underprivileged children of one of
Shillong’s slums. They conducted short art experiences for children of ages 3.5 to 14 years. The
Shishu Siksha Ghar, coordinator and her team was so impressed with the effects of arts
experience on these children that she requested the DEAA team to train them on some skills for
making learning and development of these children more effective. The team was given a session
on paper crafts and its use in learning, later.
Participation in the local festival of the Khasi tribe was another interesting part of the
program. The DEAA team of Resource Persons and participants visited selected venues to
understand the value of arts and culture of the NE Region to give it its due place in education and
make learning interesting and joyful. The visit to Khasi village impressed the NCERT
coordinator and her team on environment-friendly practices among the Khasi tribe. The field
study session of the group resulted in knowing Meghalaya better and linking local specific arts
and crafts with school education.
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