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Barkha, the graded reading series is developed for
students of Grade I and II. The objective of the series
is to provide opportunity to young children to engage
with books and read meaningfully. Gradation across
levels has been achieved by variation in syntax,
number of words and complexity of sub-plots. Barkha
facilitates reading for pleasure in children and helps
them become fluent readers. Children find everyday
events as interesting as stories; hence, all the stories
of Barkha are based on their daily life experiences.
The stories of Barkha are spread out in four levels
and five themes— (i) Relationships; (ii) Birds-Animals;
(iii) Musical Instruments, Games and Toys; (iv) Around
us and (v) Food. Another objective of the reading series
is to provide plenty of books to children. It also helps
in cognitive development of children in all curricular
domains.

It is suggested that Barkha books be kept at a place
in the classroom where children have easy access.
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Mili's Bicycle




One day Mili was playing.

She saw some children riding a bicycle.
Mili too felt like riding a bicycle.

Mili asked Mummy-Papa for a bicycle.




Next day, Papa brought a bicycle for Mili.
The bicycle was a bit old but in good condition.

Milli was very happy to see it.
It was a red bicycle with a blue seat.



Mili asked Mummy to teach her to ride the bicycle.
Mummy started to teach Mili to ride. Both of them
got up early in the morning and went to an open
ground. Milli started to learn to ride the bicycle.



Mother made Mili sit on the seat of the bicycle.
Mili held the handle from both sides.

Mili started to paddle slowly. Mummy kept holding
the bicycle from the handle and the seat.



After some time, Mummy left the bicycle.
Mili could not keep the bicycle steady.
She fell down from the bicycle.

She hurt herself a little bit on the hands.



Mili cried for a while, then again started to
ride the cycle. She again sat on the cycle.
Mummy steadied the cycle.

Mili started to ride the cycle slowly.



Next morning, they were back in the ground.
Today Mummy held the bicycle from behind.
Mili's bicycle was shaking terribly.

Mili tried to keep riding like this for a while.



That day Mili learnt to ride in the evening too.
Mili kept pulling the cycle alone with her
hands. She tried a lot to get on the bicycle.
Mili could not get on the cycle alone.



Next morning, Mili's bicycle did not shake.
She got on the cycle with Mummy's help.
Mummy was walking behind the cycle.
Mili kept riding the cycle slowly.



3

After a while, Mili started paddling the bicycle
faster. Mummy ran after her. After a while,
Mummy left the cycle. Mili fell down from the
cycle a little further away.



Mili had learnt to cycle now.

Mili could not get on the bicycle herself.
Mili could not get off the cycle on her own.
Mili had to learn to get on and off the cycle.
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Mili kept thinking of the cycle the whole day. Her
hands kept moving like handles of the bicycle. She
dreamt of cycling in the night too. She would take
the bicycle and go as soon as it was morning.



Mili could cycle only straight.

She found it difficult to get on and off the bicycle.
She would often fall while getting off the bicycle.
Mili found the bicycle was a bit high.



Her feet did not reach the ground when
she sat on the bicycle. Mili had fallen down
a number of times. Even then she was
happy. She told this to Tosiya.



Tosiya showed her a big rock.

Mili kept a foot on the rock and got on the cycle.
Mili was now very happy. Both of them also
started going to school by bicycle.
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For further enquiries, please visit www.ncert.nic.in or contact the Business Manager at the addresses of the Regional Centres given on the copyright page.
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