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FoRewoRd

Implementation of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory 
Education Act, 2009 (RTE)  brought with it the promise of a 
paradigm shift in the manner in which education was perceived 
and delivered. The RTE Act enumerated steps to fulfil the 
aspirations and dreams of children, who remained out of school 
or could not complete elementary education due to various 
reasons. It specifically provided the opportunity for admission 
to Out of School Children (OoSC) in the age-appropriate classes 
and suggested continued support to them till the completion 
of elementary stage of education for achieving the goal of 
Universalisation of Elementary Education (UEE).
 With a view to bringing all children who have not been to 
school, or who have not completed elementary education within 
the ambit of schooling, a special provision was introduced in 
Section 4 of the RTE Act. It reads, “where a child above six 
years of age has not been admitted in any school or though 
admitted, could not complete his or her elementary education, 
then, he or she shall be admitted in class appropriate to his 
or her age.” In this context, it further stated that, “provided 
that where a child is directly admitted in a class appropriate to 
his or her age, then, he or she shall, in order to be at par with 
others, have a right to receive ‘Special Training’ (ST), in such 
manner, and within such time limits, as may be prescribed.”   
 The OoSC are a heterogeneous group having diverse learning 
levels, age groups, socio-emotional and environmental contexts. 
To address these concerns, The National Council Educational 
Research and Training has taken the initiative to develop 
this Bridge Course, which is exemplar and can be adopted or 
adapted by the states as per their local contexts. 



iv

 The Bridge Course has been designed in four levels. 
 Level I addresses the Readiness Level and offers opportunities 
for hands-on-experience. Level II is aligned to the learning 
outcomes of Classes I and II for English, Hindi and Mathematics. 
The learning outcomes of Classes III–V for English, Hindi, Maths 
and Environmental Studies are addressed in Level III. The last, 
Level IV is aligned to the learning outcomes of Classes VI–VIII 
in all the subject areas, i.e. English, Hindi, Maths, Science 
and Social Sciences. The pedagogical approaches used in the 
bridge course attempt to address the diverse needs of children 
who will come to the Special Training Centres. 
 Participation of teachers in the development of the package 
and its trial in the Special Training Centres has made it 
possible to make the material user-friendly and serving to 
the heterogenous needs of the children coming to the Special 
Training Centres for overcoming their learning gaps. The 
efforts made by the experts in the development of this book are 
appreciated. We look forward to comments and suggestions for 
further improvement of the book.

                                                             Hrushikesh Senapaty
                                                                                    Director    

National Council of Educational 
Research and Training

New Delhi
September, 2020
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PReFace

The term Out of School Children (OoSC) is defined by the 
Ministry of Education (MoE) as “a child of  6–14 years of age 
will be considered out of school if they have never been enrolled 
in an elementary school or if after enrolment has been absent 
from school, without prior intimation for reasons of absence, 
for a period of 45 days or more”.
 Certain provisions have been made in the Right to Education 
(RTE) Act for mainstreaming children in the age appropriate 
classes, which specifies that the duration of ‘special training’ 
shall be for a minimum period of three months extendable up 
to two years. There should be periodic assessment of learning 
progress made by such children in ‘special training’. The 
entry level assessment and benchmarking will determine the 
duration of ‘special training’ in each case and placement in an 
age-appropriate class thereafter.
 Most of the states have developed bridge courses in their 
state languages. NCERT was asked by MoE to develop an 
exemplar bridge course which would cater to the needs of both 
kinds of children, i.e., ‘dropouts’ and ‘never enrolled’.
 The exemplar bridge course is being developed at four levels.

LeveL i— Readiness ModuLe (Navarambh PaRt i and ii)
This is the first module which offers opportunities for hands-on 
activities for matching, sorting, classification, grouping, rhymes 
and songs, story-telling, educational games, dominoes,  flash 
cards, language and math activities, drawing, and small project 
works. This module provides joyful learning and is intended 
to provide help to children to adjust to the school schedule. 
Teachers also get time to build rapport with the child. 
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LeveL ii
The subjects covered in this level are English, Hindi, and 
Mathematics. This level provides the foundations of language 
learning and early Mathematics as it is the first step on 
which the subsequent learning is based. It is aligned to the 
learning outcomes of Classes I and II and the students can be 
mainstreamed to Class II at the end of this level.

LeveL iii
This level is aligned to the learning outcomes of Classes III–V. 
The subjects covered are English, Hindi, Mathematics, and 
Environmental Studies. The student can be mainstreamed to 
Class V at the end of this level.

LeveL iv 
This level is aligned to the learning outcomes of Classes VI 
to VIII. The subjects covered are English, Hindi, Mathematics, 
Science and Social Science. The student can be mainstreamed 
to Class VIII at the end of this level. 
Except the Readiness Module, each module is sub divided in 
the following stages.

diagnostic

Each level in all the subjects has a diagnostic test in the 
beginning having three competency levels. The performance of 
the student will determine in which competency level they need 
to be placed.

Each level has further been divided into three competency 
stages— (i) Basic (ii) Intermediate (iii) Grade appropriate and 
at the end there will be an assessment to ensure that the child 
has acquired the competencies for that grade level.

basic stage

The basic stage has the curricular material which aligns to 
the learning outcomes of Class VI. If the child finds it difficult 
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to understand the concepts of this stage then the child has to 
start from Level III of the Bridge Course.

inteRMediate stage

Once the students have mastered the basic stage which aligns 
to the learning outcomes of Class VI, they will study the 
curricular material of intermediate stage which aligns to the 
learning outcomes of Class VII.

gRade aPPRoPRiate stage

After the children have mastered the intermediate stage they 
will study at the grade appropriate stage, after which they will 
be mainstreamed in age appropriate class in the regular school.

assessMent

An assessment test has been designed at the end of each level 
to ensure that the child has acquired the competencies for that 
particular grade level. This will ensure that the child does not 
face difficulties or drop out of school after being mainstreamed.

Suniti Sanwal
Professor and Head

Department of Elementary Education
NCERT

Although the Bridge Course has been developed for Out 
of School Children under the provisions of the RTE Act 
2009, it can be used for bridging the learning gap arising 
out of COVID 19 pandemic as it is aligned to the learning 
outcomes of elementary education. 





diaLogue with the teacheR 

deaR teacheR,
We all gain proficiency in our mother-tongue (home language) 
because we are constantly listening to and speaking with our 
family and neighbours. But this does not happen with English 
in india, because learners do not get ample opportunities to 
listen and speak in the English language. Moreover, learners 
have inhibitions while using the English language. They lack 
confidence and are afraid of making mistakes. They often face 
problems with pronunciation, sentence construction, use of 
grammer and lack of appropriate vocabulary.

To overcome these obstacles we, as teachers, need to follow 
some strategies, such as,
 y create a conducive environment in the classroom for 

interactive  learning through maximum participation.
 y connect themes and content with their day-to-day life 

experiences.
 y use print-rich input, such as, posters, newspapers, 

magazines, advertisements, etc., in the classroom.
 y use role-play, recitation of poem, situational enactment, 

story-reading and retelling to integrate all four language 
skills along with grammar and vocabulary. 

 y reading and writing skills have to be integrated  with speaking 
and listening for effective use of language. 

Remember, language is always used in context  and to 
enhance the listening, speaking, reading and writing skills of 
the learners provide them with meaningful contexts. To fulfill 
this objective all the exercises in this course have been  divided 
into the following sections—  
 y Reading and Comprehension of the text or a poem. 
 y Working with the text-exercises based on comprehension  

of text. 



 y Fun with words—exercises to enrich and enhance appropriate 
vocabulary in the given  context. 

 y Working with language—use of grammar in context. 
 y Let’s talk—activities to provide opportunity to the learners 

to express themselves orally and listen to others.
 y Let’s write—express  themselves in writing  using visual, 

verbal  and written clues. 
 y Encouragement and constructive feedback would ensure that 

the learner makes progress at a steady pace and is ready to 
be a part of the regular schooling system.

Notes for the Teachers
Reading and Comprehension 

 y It is important for teachers to focus on developing reading 
skills among learners  so that reading becomes a life-long 
habit.

 y Each lesson should be read aloud with the correct pauses 
and pronunciation  first by the teacher and then by the 
students. 

 y Poems can be recited in groups. They may also be presented 
through actions and gestures. You could think of a suitable 
rhythm for the poem. You should also focus on the appreciation 
of the key ideas of the poem.

Working with the Text 

 y At the end of each lesson or poem, draw the children’s 
attention to the given questions. Encourage them to read the 
text again independently and attempt the comprehension 
exercises. 

 y Let them attempt answering the questions orally first and 
write the answers in the space provided.

 y You may provide the English equivalent of the words that 
they may know  in their home-language while attempting 
to answer the questions. Spellings of new or difficult words 
could be written on the blackboard.

x



xi

Fun with words

 y Learning vocabulary at school for second language (English) 
is not natural. Therefore, contextual learning is important. 
Words learnt in isolation are quickly forgotten. It is important 
that new words are  presented in an interesting manner and 
are used in familiar contexts.

 y Encouraging the use of dictionary  from time to time  would 
also help learners in understanding the meanings of the new  
words. 

 y Provide opportunities to learners to use the new words learnt 
through pair or group activities and discussions. 

Working with the Language

 y Grammar in context helps learners discover the rules of 
grammar when they are given a number of appropriate 
examples and adequate practice. 

 y The focus of teaching and learning grammar should be on 
the use of grammar in context than on the study of the rules 
of grammar.

 y The goal is that the learners use the language accurately 
and effectively.

Let’s Talk

 y Students pick up English words which are a part of their 
environment but find it difficult to speak.

 y Connecting the classroom learning to the learners, daily life  
through role-plays given scope for interaction and engages 
their interest.

 y To develop speaking skills we need to practice listening and 
speaking in a graded manner, i.e., easy to difficult. 

 y Expose the learner to new vocabulary through group 
discussions and pair or group activities. This will provide 
confidence and practice in conversation and dialogues.

 y The learner should be able to interact in simple English and 
take part in discussions. 

x
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Let’s Write

 y Before beginning a writing task encourage the learners to 
talk, share experiences. 

 y Provide a variety of visual, verbal and written clues to help 
the learners put their thoughts into words.

 y Appreciate the learner’s work through realistic feedback and 
provide guidance for further improvement. 

assessMent

Assessment is an integral part of the teaching-learning process. 
There are three stages of diagnostic tests—basic, intermediate 
and grade appropriate.

Diagnostic test will be conducted at the entry level at the 
special training centres (STC). The purpose of this diagnostic 
test is to determine the competency level of every student. No 
marks have been assigned to the questions to give flexibility to 
the teacher while making the judgement about the students. 

In case you feel a student is ready for the next stage, you 
may put them there. But just in case they cannot cope with 
it, they may be brought back to the previous stage until they 
attain the required competency.

The day-to-day performance of the student should be 
monitored and recorded. If one attains the required competency 
of that particular level, one may be considered ready for 
mainstreaming in the age appropriate class in a regular school.

In case the student is unable to successfully complete 
the given assessment, the teacher may administer remedial 
techniques to help them to come up to the required level.

instRuctions FoR the teacheRs

 y Confidentiality and rights of every child must be protected.  
Teachers are expected to  show sensitivity and refrain from 
disclosing personal information and circumstances of the 
child publicly.

 y Equal opportunities must be available to children of all 
genders.



xii xiii

 y The  teaching-learning processes must provide opportunities 
to every child who develops different life skills, participates 
in discussions and expresses oneself. Learning situations 
must be created where children make decisions, engage 
in analytical thinking and expressions, demonstrate 
creative work, so that children develop empathy and value 
inter-personal relationships.

 y Beauty is in the teaching-learning process should be such 
that help children achieve learning outcomes in different 
subject areas.

 y The Diagnostic test should not be exclusively based on 
paper and pencil but include different assessment strategies 
like oral  assessment,  observation and discussion.

 y To determine the learning level of the child, diagnostic test 
should be used. The childs learning level should not be 
determined by any preconceived notions or  prejudices.

 y A profile for each child must be created in which their 
achievements may be recorded from time to time.

 y Teachers must pay attention to the fact that the child may 
be a different learning level in different subject areas,  
therefore it would be appropriate to use different teaching 
strategies according to  different subject areas.
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Rainbow LeveL iv2

Basic
1) Read the poem carefully and answer the questions

Grandpa

   I like to walk with Grandpa

   His steps are short like mine.

    He doesn’t say, “Now hurry up!”

    He always takes his time

   Most people have to hurry

   They do not stop and see.

    I’m glad that God made him

    Unrushed and young like me.
       

(i) Who is ‘I’ in the poem?
(a) Grandmother
(b) Grandson
(c) Grandfather

(ii) What does Grandfather do that others do not?
(a) He does not hurry
(b) He does not stop
(c) He does not see

(iii) Whose steps are short like the poet’s?
(a) Grandpa
(b) Grandma
(c) Grandson

— Rodney’O Hard

3. Diagnostic Test Level IV.indd   2 03-Dec-2020   12:57:16 PM



Diagnostic LeveLs 3

(iv) The poet is glad because _____________________
(a) God made Grandpa quick and young.
(b) God made Grandpa strict and old.
(c) God made Grandpa unrushed and young.

(v) Find the opposites of the given words from the poem  
(a) Long  – __________
(b) Old  – __________

2) Find any five action words (verbs) from the poem 
and write them in the given space

 (i)  __________

 (ii)  __________

 (iii)  __________

 (iv)  __________

 (v)  __________

3) Write five sentences about ‘My Best Friend’ using 
the given words

(i) My best friend is ______________

 (ii)  _______________________________

 (iii)  _______________________________

 (iv)  _______________________________

 (v)  _______________________________

play together, kind, happy, shares,  
study together, caring, helpful, enjoy

3. Diagnostic Test Level IV.indd   3 03-Dec-2020   12:57:16 PM
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intermeDiate
1) Read the passage and answer the questions that 

follow

Prince Siddhartha was walking in the garden of his palace. 
Suddenly, a swan fell in front of him. It flapped its wings 
but was not able to fly due to pain. It lay still. Siddhartha 
felt very sad. He ran to the swan. It was hit by an arrow. 
There was blood in its wings. Prince Siddhartha took out 
the arrow from its body. He, very gently, cleaned its wound.

(i) This passage is about _____________________.
(a) Siddhartha’s bravery
(b) Siddhartha’s honesty
(c) Siddhartha’s kindness

(ii) The swan was hurt by an _____________________.
(a) gunshot
(b) arrow
(c) sword

(iii) The swan fell in _____________________.
(a) the garden of the palace
(b) the roof of the palace
(c) the pond in the palace

(iv) Siddhartha helped the swan by _______________.
(a) taking the swan to the hospital
(b) cleaning the wound of the swan
(c) giving food to the swan

(v) Find the words that mean the same as the given 
words from the passage.  
(a) Castle or house of kings— _________________
(b) Moved the wings up and down— _____________

3. Diagnostic Test Level IV.indd   4 03-Dec-2020   12:57:17 PM
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2) Re-arrange the jumbled words to make meaningful 
sentences

(i)  brush / teeth / should / daily / we / our

______________________________________________________

(ii) your hands / eating / wash / before / after / and

______________________________________________________

(iii) healthy / eat / food 

______________________________________________________

(iv) regularly / nails / cut / your

______________________________________________________

(v) neat / wear / clean / and / clothes

______________________________________________________

3) Look at the picture of the Elephant. Write five 
sentences about the Elephant. You may use the 
information given below.

Kind of animal Wild and large animal

Known as Gajraj

Qualities Live in herds, strong

Physical features Outer teeth tusk and trunk

Where found Dense forest

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

3. Diagnostic Test Level IV.indd   5 03-Dec-2020   12:57:17 PM



Rainbow LeveL iv6

graDe appropriate
1) Read the passage carefully and answer the following 

questions

Narendra at School
Narendra was good at studies as well as games. He listened 
to the teacher carefully. He could recall whatever was taught 
by the teacher. He never used to forget anything even if he 
listened to it for the first time.

Once Narendra was punished at school. The geography 
teacher asked him a question which he answered correctly. 
But the teacher thought  Narendra was wrong and punished 
him. The boy protested, “I’ve not committed any error, sir. I 
am sure what I said is right.” This made the teacher not only 
 furious but also led him to slap Narendra. When Narendra 
returned home, his eyes were filled with tears. He narrated 
everything to his mother. His mother consoled him and 
said, “My son, why do you care if you are right? Always 
follow the truth, whatever may happen.” Later, when the 
teacher realised his mistake, he regretted it.

(i) Narendra was good at studies and never used to 
forget anything that he listened to. This shows that 
Narendra is _____________.
(a) foolish
(b) intelligent
(c) brave

(ii) He was punished by ____________.
(a) the Principal
(b) the English teacher
(c) the geography teacher

(iii) Narendra protested because ____________.
(a) he had not committed any error
(b) he was angry for being punished
(c) he had been slapped

3. Diagnostic Test Level IV.indd   6 03-Dec-2020   12:57:17 PM
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(iv) Narendra’s mother advised him to _______________.

(a) always protest
(b) always follow the truth
(c) never regret

(v) Good deeds are praised/rewarded and wrong deeds 
are always ____________. 

2) Look at the picture of a fair. Write five sentences to 
describe it. You may use the words given in the box.

    rides  horse    merry-go-round        stall
    camel  sweets   swings         crowd
    elephant  toys    ice-cream         children

3. Diagnostic Test Level IV.indd   7 03-Dec-2020   12:57:18 PM
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Yesterday I went to a fair.
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

3) Fill in the blanks with words given in the box

(i)  He has a sister. __________ sister is very hardworking.

(ii) Veena is an artist. I like __________ painting a lot.

(iii) I have a cycle. __________ colour is red.

(iv) These books are not mine. Are these ________ books?

(v) We have lost __________ tickets.

       our    its his
        your   her their

3. Diagnostic Test Level IV.indd   8 03-Dec-2020   12:57:18 PM
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graDe appropriate

Q. 1. (i) b      (ii) c       (iii) a     (iv) b        (v) punished 

Q. 3. (i) His   (ii) Her   (iii) Its   (iv) Your   (v) Our 

intermeDiate

Q. 1. (i) c   (ii) b   (iii) a   (iv) b   (v)   a) Palace   b) Flapped

Q. 2. (i)  We should brush our teeth daily.

       (ii)  Wash your hands before and after eating. 

      (iii)  Eat healthy food.

      (iv)  Cut your nails regularly.

       (v)  Wear neat and clean clothes. 

Basic

Q. 1. (i) b  (ii) a   (iii) a   (iv) c  (v) a) short   b) young   

Q. 2.  Walk, hurry, say, take, have, stop, see, made   
  (student may write any five.)

answer Key

3. Diagnostic Test Level IV.indd   9 03-Dec-2020   12:57:18 PM



Basic LeveL
chapter 1

the Magic porridge pot

Once, there was a little girl named Tara. She lived with her 
mother. They were very poor.
One day she went to a forest. 
There she met an old woman. 
The old  woman gave her a pot. 
She said, “This is a  magic pot. It 
will cook  porridge (Daliya) for you 
when you say, ‘Cook-Pot-Cook’. It 
will stop  making porridge when 
you say, ‘Stop-pot-Stop’.”
Tara was very happy. She ran to her mother and said, “Mother, 
we will no longer  be hungry as I have got a magic pot.”

Tara said to the pot, “Cook-pot-Cook” and 
the pot cooked porridge. Her mother was very 
happy and they both ate porridge.
One day, when Tara had gone out, her mother 
felt  hungry. She said to the pot, “Cook-Pot-Cook.” 
The pot  started 

 cooking porridge.  After eating it 
her mother said, “Do not cook 
Pot.” But the pot went on cooking.
Soon the porridge started 
spilling on the floor. Mother 
called out again, “Wait do not 
cook anymore.” But the pot did 
not stop.

Note for the Teacher
 ● Read the story aloud and explain meanings of new 

words in context. 
 ● Talk to the students about any magic show that they 

have watched and share their experience.

4. Basic Level IV.indd   10 11-02-2021   10:47:45
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Mother ran out of the house and the porridge followed her. 
Soon there was porridge everywhere. The whole village saw 
it. They  ran to eat the porridge. 
When Tara came back, she saw that the road was full of 
porridge. She ran home as fast as she could. She heard her 
mother shout, “Tara the pot is cooking  and it will not stop.”
Tara called out, “Stop-Pot-Stop” and it stopped cooking porridge.

Working with the text
Read the lesson carefully again and answer the following 
q uestions

Who gave the pot to Tara?

Ans.____________________________________________________

Question 2

What did the magic pot do?

Ans.____________________________________________________

Question 3

When the porridge started flowing out, who came to 
eat it?

Ans.____________________________________________________

Question 4

How did Tara stop the pot from cooking the porridge?

Ans.____________________________________________________

Question 1

4. Basic Level IV.indd   11 11-02-2021   10:47:46
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Question 5
Find the opposites of the following words from the 
passage

(a) rich  – ____________
(b) young  – ____________
(c) go  – ____________
(d) start – ____________
(e)  sad – ____________
(f) slow – ____________

   

Use of ‘Wh’ words

(a) _______ is this?
Ans. This is a magic pot.

(b) _______ did she live?
Ans. She lived in a house near a well.

(c) _______ was there in the pot?
Ans. There was porridge in the pot.

(d) _______ cooked the porridge?
Ans. The magic pot cooked the porridge.

(e) ______ stopped the magic pot from cooking porridge?
Ans. Tara stopped the pot from cooking the porridge.

Question 6

what,   who,   where

Working with the language

4. Basic Level IV.indd   12 11-02-2021   10:47:46
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Let’s write

Question 7
Imagine you have got a magic stick. What would you 
do with it? Write 4–5 sentences.

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Let’s talk

Question 8
Discuss with your partner. Who does the following 
activities at home.

Activity Person who does it

Cooking ___________________

Cleaning ___________________

Washing ___________________

Driving ___________________

Shopping ___________________
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chapter 2

Wake Up

 Wake up! Wake up! 
 It’s a lovely day. 
 Oh! Please get up and come and play. 
 The birds are singing in the trees. 

Pre-reading Activity
 ● Read the poem with 

correct                                            pronunciation 
and expression.

 ● Why do you think 
the boy in picture I 
is running?

 ● What happens 
when he reaches 
the school as shown 
in picture II?

Picture I Picture II ● Have you ever been 
late to school? Why were 
you late and how did you 
feel then?
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 And you can hear the buzzing bees. 
 Wake up! Wake up!
  It’s a lovely day.
  Oh! Please get up and come and play.
  It’s  much too late to lie in bed,
  So hurry up, you sleepy head.
  Wash and dress
  And come on out
 Everyone is up and about.
 The cow, the horses, the ducks
 And the sheep,
 The tiniest chicken
 Cheep- cheep- cheep
 Wake- up!
     – C. Fletcher

Word-meaning in Context
Lovely  : Beautiful
Buzzing  : Low and Continuous humming sound  
   (e.g., of bees)
Lie   : To rest
Sleepy head : lazy
Tiniest  : Smallest

Working with the language

Question 1

Tick () the right options

(a) The speaker wants the reader to

(i) sleep on   

(ii) wake up   
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(b) The birds are singing

(i) in the trees  

(ii) in the room  

(c) The day is 

(i) boring   

(ii) lovely    

(d) It’s much too late to 

(i) do homework  

(ii) lie in bed  

Question 2

List the words from the poem that express sounds—

(a) Bees  ___________________

(b) Birds  ___________________

(c) Chicken ___________________
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Fun with words

Question 3
Let’s have fun with the sounds of some animals. Match 
the sounds with the animal.

(a) brays

(b) roars

(c) hisses

(d) barks

(e) mews

(f) chirps
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Working with the language

Question 4
Write the plurals of the following words by adding ‘s’
  One    Many 

  bird    birds
  bee    ______

  cow    ______

  horse  ______

  chicken  ______

  duck   ______

Let’s write

Question 5
Describe in 5–6 sentences what you see when you wake 
up at sunrise.

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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Let’s talk

Question 6
Discuss with your partner about the day when you woke 
up late in the morning and what happened after that.

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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chapter 3

a tUrBan Fit For the king

Note for the Teacher
 ● Read the story aloud and explain the meaning of new 

words in context with the text.
 ● Let the students express themselves orally through 

the pre-reading  activity

Pre-reading activity 

(a)   List out different things people use to cover their   
   heads.

   hat,  _____________, _____________, ____________
(b)   Look at the title of the story. What do you think it 
   is about?
 ___________________________________________________

Mullah Nasruddin was a witty man. He loved to play tricks 
on  people. Once he went to Persia and bought a beautiful 
turban from a fair. On his way back from the fair he 
thought to himself, “Let me sell this Turban to the king. 
May be he will give me a good price.” So he wore the turban 

to the court. When the 
King saw the turban, 
he really admired it 
and asked him, “How  
much did you pay for 
that turban, Mullah?”
“A thousand gold 
pieces, Your Highness!” 
the Mullah lied.
Now the Wazir could 
guess the real price of 

Let’s read
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the turban. So he  whispered into the King’s ears, “Your 
Highness, only a fool would pay so much for a turban like 
this one. He is trying to trick you into buying it.”
So the King asked, “Why did you pay so much money for 
this turban,  Mullah? The others feel that it is not worth a 
thousand gold pieces.”
The Mullah replied, “I knew that you and you alone would 
notice its beauty and design. I knew that Your Highness 
would buy such a lovely turban at any price,” he flattered 
the king. The King was happy to hear his own praise. 
He gladly paid the Mullah a thousand gold pieces for the 
turban.
Later, the Mullah met the 
Wazir and said, “You may 
know more about the 
value of the turban but 
I know more about the 
weakness of the King.”

New Words
admired : looked at with pleasure
guess : form an opinion, give an answer    
   without definite knowledge
whispered : spoke very softly
worth  having the stated value
flattered : praised more than necessary
gladly : happily

Working with the text

Question 1

Read the story again and answer the given questions:

Who said these words to whom?

(a) “How much did you pay for that turban?”
 ___________________  said to ______________________
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(b) “Only a fool would pay so much for a turban like 
this one.”

 ________________________________________________

(c) “Let me sell this turban to the king.”
 ________________________________________________

(d) “You may know more about the value of the turban 
but I know more about the weakness of the king.”

 ________________________________________________

Question 2

(a) Circle the word that describes Mullah the best

Fun with words

Words that have same sounds but different meanings are 
called homophones, e.g., fair- fare

 ● Mullah Nasruddin visited the fair. 
 ● I paid ` 10 as the bus fare. 

(b) Given below are a few homophones. Use them in 
sentences to explain their meanings.

(i) Son-Sun
 ________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________

(ii) One-Won
 ________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________

(iii) Ate-eight (8)
 ________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________

dull,       smart,        liar,         clever,        truthful 
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(iv) Wait-weight
 ________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________

Let’s write and speak

Question 3
Imagine you are talking to a shopkeeper. Complete 
the given set of dialogues using the phrases given in  
help-box.

 biscuits            six packets         many packets
  `20                    packet cost         only four
  `5                                                are right

Shopkeeper: Can I help you?
You: Do you have _________________________?
Shopkeeper: How _______________________ do you want?
You: Please give me _____________________________
Shopkeeper: Sorry, but I have ____________________
You: Okay, How much does each __________________?
Shopkeeper: The total amount would be _______________.
You: So, the price for one packet would be _______________.
Shopkeeper: Yes, you _______________.
You: Thank you.
Now enact this conversation with your partner in class.
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chapter 4

rUn

 Away from the city
 And into the sun,
 Out to the country,
 Run! Run! Run !
  Run in the raindrops!
  Run ‘neath the trees!
  Run little races
  With each little breeze!
 Run down  the hill side,
 Run up the lane;
 Run through the meadow,
 Then run back again! 
  Run and be merry 
  All through  the day!
  Run to the country,
  Away! Away!
     — Mary Daunt

 Pre-reading activity

(a)  What do you see in the picture?
(b)  What do you think is the mood of 

the children in the picture? Give 
reason or examples for your answer.

(c) When do you feel happy? Narrate 
one situation or occasion when you 
felt very happy.

Let’s read and enjoy

4. Basic Level IV.indd   24 11-02-2021   10:48:05



4. Basic Level IV.indd   25 11-02-2021   10:48:06



Rainbow LeveL iv26

Word-Meaning in Context
raindrops :     drops of rain 
breeze :     a light wind
country :     (countryside) away from the city 
lane  :     a narrow road 
neath :     (beneath) under 
meadow :     a grass field

Working with the text

Question 1

List the rhyming  words from the poem. One is given 
as an  example.

e.g., day- away   sun- ________________

________________   _____________________

Note for the Teacher
 ● Practice a few more examples of rhyming words in class.

 

Question 2

Name the places where the poet, Mary Daunt, wants us 
to go.

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Question 3

What does the word ‘Breeze’ mean in the poem? 

Light wind/strong wind/thunder
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Word-Meaning in Context
raindrops :     drops of rain 
breeze :     a light wind
country :     (countryside) away from the city 
lane  :     a narrow road 
neath :     (beneath) under 
meadow :     a grass field

Working with the text

Question 1

List the rhyming  words from the poem. One is given 
as an  example.

e.g., day- away   sun- ________________

________________   _____________________

Note for the Teacher
 ● Practice a few more examples of rhyming words in class.

 

Question 2

Name the places where the poet, Mary Daunt, wants us 
to go.

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Question 3

What does the word ‘Breeze’ mean in the poem? 

Light wind/strong wind/thunder

Working with the languages
The sign of exclamation (!) is used to express a sudden 
feeling of joy, sorrow or surprise. 

 ● Circle the sign (!) whenever you see it in the poem. 
 ● Read the poem again and tell the feeling that is being 

expressed (joy/sorrow/surprise).

Question 4

Choose the correct feeling expressed in the sentences 
given  below:

(a) What a lovely garden! (joy/sorrow/surprise)

(b) Hurrah! We have won the match. (joy/sorrow/
surprise) 

(c) Wow! What a beautiful gift. (joy/sorrow/surprise)

(d) Alas! She lost her puppy. (joy/sorrow/surprise) 

(e) Wow, I can’t believe that you are here. (joy/sorrow/
surprise)

Fun with words

Question 5

Make new words by adding another meaningful word to 
the word ‘rain’, e.g., rain + fall = rainfall

(a) rain + ________ = ________

(b) rain + ________ = ________

(c) rain + ________ = ________
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Question 6
Read the words given in the box. Encircle the words 
related to rain/rainy season. One has been done for 
you.

   Umbrella                Shorts                  Rainbow
    Sunglasses            Raincoat               Puddles
   Gumboots              Gloves                  Clouds 

Let’s talk

Question 7

How do you feel when it rains? Narrate an incident when 
you were far away from home  and it started raining. 
Write five sentences.

Let’s write

Question 8

What do you like to do when it rains?

I like to ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

4. Basic Level IV.indd   28 11-02-2021   10:48:06



chapter 5

the FooLish donkey

Note for the Teacher
 ● Use the  pre-reading activity to help the students 

participate  in group discussion.
 ● Provide the English equivalent for words that they 

may not know without discouraging them from using 
their home language.

 ● Explain meanings of new words in context.

Pre-reading activity

Let’s talk

Question 1
1. Animals that we keep at home or around us are called 

 domestic animals. These animals help us in different 
ways. Name some  domestic animals. 

2. Animals that live in the jungle are called wild animals. 
What do wild animals eat?

3. Name some animals that live in a jungle.
4. Name some animals that we can keep as pets.
5. Can we keep wild animals as pets?

Let us read aloud
Once upon a time, there lived 
a washerman in a village. 
He had a  donkey by the 
name of Udhata. He used to 
carry loads of clothes to the 
 riverbank and back home 
everyday.
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Udhata was not satisfied 
with the food that his 
 master gave him to eat. So 
he wandered into the nearby 
fields quietly and ate the 
crops  growing there.

One day while wandering 
around, Udhata happened 
to meet a fox. Soon, both of 
them became good friends and began to wander together in 
search of delicious food.

One night, Udhata and the fox were eating watermelons 
in a field. The watermelons were so tasty that Udhata ate a 
large quantity. Having eaten to his heart’s content, he was 
so happy that he was compelled by a strong desire to sing. 
He told the fox that he was in such a good mood that he 
wanted to sing.

“Don’t be a fool. If you sing, the people sleeping in and 
around this field will wake up and beat us”, said the fox.

“You’re a dull fellow,” said Udhata, hearing the words of  
the fox. “Singing makes one happy and healthy, so I will sing.”

The fox said to the donkey, “Friend, wait a minute before 
you start. First, let me jump over to the other side of the 
fence for my safety.”

So saying, the fox jumped over to the other side of the 
fence without  losing any time.

Udhata began to sing, 
“Hee Haw”, “Hee Haw”, 
“Hee Haw”!” Hearing a 
donkey braying in the field, 
the owner woke up from 
his sleep. He picked up his 
stick lying by his side and 
ran towards the donkey 
who was still braying 

happily. The owner of the field looked around and saw that 
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the donkey had spoiled his field. He became very angry 
and started to beat him. The donkey ran to save his life.

The fox looked at the donkey and said, “I’m sorry to see 
you in this  condition. I had already warned you, but you 
did not listen to my  advice.”

The donkey too realised his stupidity and hung his head 
in shame.
          — A tale from the Panchatantra
Word-Meaning in Context
compelled  forced  
braying  making loud unpleasant sound

Working with the text

Question 1

Q.1. Who is Udhata?
Ans. ___________________________________________________

Q.2. What did Udhata do every day? 
Ans. ___________________________________________________

Q.3. Who became Udhata’s good friend? 
Ans. ___________________________________________________

Q.4. Why did the owner of the field beat the donkey?
Ans.  ___________________________________________________

Q.5. What is meant by ‘to his heart’s content’ in the fourth 
paragraph of the story? 
Ans. (a) Feeling Sad
        (b) Ate as much as he wanted 
        (c) Felt happy 
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Question 2

Complete the given table by adding the missing adverb 
or adjective.

Adjective Adverb
e.g.     strong     strongly
          quiet _______
   _______     foolishly
           soft _______
        _______      hardly
         honest  _______

By adding ‘ly’ to most adjectives we can  form adverbs. 
Adverbs  tell us more about  the verbs (action words).

Write answers for the following questions 

Why do you think the donkey got beaten up?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Working with the languages

Let’s think and write

Question 3
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Note for the Teacher
 ● Recite the poem with pauses, intonation and pronunciation.

a donkey
 Read the poem aloud and enjoy 

 I saw a donkey 
 One day old 
 His head was too big. 
 For his neck to hold.

  His legs were shaky
  And long and loose, 
  They rocked and staggered 
  And weren’t  much use

 He looked so little 
 And weak and slim
 I want everyone 
 To be good to him.
      — Gertrude Hind
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Read the poem “A Donkey”. List all the parts of the body 
described in the poem and the word used to describe it. 
One has been done for you. 

Example- Head- big 

Part of the 
body Description 

a) legs __________, _______, loose

b) body little, _________, _________

Complete the description  of the donkey using suitable 
words from the box 

I saw a donkey. ___________ was one 

day old. ___________ legs  were weak 

and  shaky. ___________ looked small 

and was very weak. _________ body was 

thin. I think everyone should be good to _________.

Working with the language

Describing words 
are known as  

Adjectives

   he                his                   him 

Question 4

Question 5
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Note for the Teacher
 ● Encourage students to speak and express themselves 

through pre-reading activity
 ● Read the poem with correct pronunciation  and 

expression

Chapter 1

Who has seen the Wind?

 Who has seen the wind? 
 Neither I nor you. 
 But when the leaves hang trembling
 The wind is passing through.
  Who has seen the wind? 
  Neither you nor I. 
  But when the trees bow down their heads
  The wind is passing by.  
       — Christina Rossetti

Pre-reading activity 

(a) What is the colour of the wind? How can you tell that the wind 
is blowing? Discuss with your friend. Then tell the class. 

(b) Who has seen the wind? 

Word-Meaning in Context
trembling  shaking
through  from one side to another 
neither  not one nor the other (of two) 
bow down  bend down 
passing by  going by

Let’s read

intermediate LeveL
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Read the poem carefully again and answer the following 
 q uestions.

Question 1

Can we see the wind? Which line tells us that nobody 
has seen the wind? 

Ans.____________________________________________________

Question 2

How do we come to know that the wind is passing by? 
Pick the lines from the poem.

Ans.____________________________________________________

Working with the text
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Find the words from the poem that rhyme with ‘you’ 
and ‘I’.

Ans. You _______________________________________________
 I     ________________________________________________

Question 4
List the action words used in the poem. 

Ans.___________________________________________________

Working with the language

Question 5

We cannot see the wind. Similarly, there are many feelings 
or qualities  that we cannot see but only feel or observe. 
Such words are called ‘Abstract Nouns’. For, e.g., happiness, 
sadness, truth, honesty, etc. 

Identify the abstract nouns used in the following 
sentences and underline them.

1. I love my mother.
2. The soldier was awarded for his bravery. 
3. Honesty is the best policy. 
4. Prevention is better than cure. 
5. Cleanliness is next to godliness. 
6. Knowledge is power. 
7. Health is wealth. 

Question 3
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Let’s talk

Question 6

You were struck in a storm one day. Discuss with your 
partner how you managed  to get back home. 

LittLe drops of Water

Little drops of water, 
Little grains  of sand, 

Make the mighty ocean
And the pleasant land. 

Little deeds of Kindness. 
Little words of love

Make our Earth peaceful 
Like a heaven above.

Read the poem aloud and enjoy 

Guess the meaning of the given words in context to the 
story and write it in Column 1. Then find the meaning of 
the same words from the dictionary and write in Column 2. 

Words Column 1
(Guess the meaning)

Column 2
(Dictionary meaning)

 ● Mighty

 ● Pleasant

 ● Deeds

 ● Kindness

 ● Peaceful

 ● Heaven

Let’s read and recite 
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Chapter 2

my first Journey by bus

Meena describes her first journey by bus. Read it.

During my last summer holidays, I received a letter from 
my grandmother. She wanted me to spend my holidays with 
her. She lives in Vellore. I was happy because I love spending 
my holidays with her. Every year, we go to her place by train, 
but this year, I wanted to travel by bus.

My father took me to the bus station. There were a number 
of buses for Vellore. My father bought two tickets and we 
boarded the bus. We kept our luggage on the carrier in the 
bus. I was a little afraid that we would forget my bag. But 
my father said that he would  remember to collect the bag 

Note for the teacher
 ● Talk to the students about a journey and the various 

steps required to go on a journey. For e.g., tickets, 
bookings, etc. 

 ● Read the text with correct pauses and explain 
meanings of words in context
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at Vellore. I sat by the 
window.

When the bus was 
full, the driver started 
the engine and we 
were on our way. The 
bus stopped at several 
places. At each stop, 
some people got off the 
bus and others came 
in. At every bus stop, 
some people selling 
food got into the bus. 
My father  bought me 

an orange  and coconut  water as  I was hungry. 
I loved looking out of the window. My father asked me if I 

wanted to sleep, but I  was really happy looking  out. I did not 
want to miss anything. I saw colourful cars, advertisements, 
posters of films, big trees and crops growing in the fields. 
Father slept for some time. We reached Vellore in the evening. 
As we got off the bus, we  collected  our bags from  the carrier  
and walked the  short distance to my grandmother’s home. I 
was tired but very happy with my  first long journey by bus.  

Working with the language

Question 1

Read the story again. Correct the statements based on 
the story and rewrite them. First one is done for you. 

(a) This was Meena’s first journey by train. (Incorrect) 
 This was Meena’s first journey by bus. (Correct)
(b) Her grandmother lives in Mysore. 
 ________________________________________________
(c) She travelled with  her mother to her grandmother’s 

house. 
 ________________________________________________
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(d) They kept their luggage under their seats. 
 ___________________________________________

(e) Her father bought  her apples and juice. 
 ___________________________________________

(f) The bus did not stop anywhere. 
 ___________________________________________

(g) They left their bags and went to her grandmother’s 
home. 

 ___________________________________________

Let’s talk

Question 3

Remember a journey and try to answer these questions. 
Take turns to ask and answer with your  partner. 

• Where did you go? 

• Why did you go there? 

• Who went with you?

• When did you begin your journey? 

• Did you travel by bus or train?  

• Did you have to buy any ticket? 

• What did you eat on the way? 

• When did you reach? 

• Did you enjoy your ride? 

• Were you tired at the end of the journey? 

• What did you see during the journey? 
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Complete the letter that Meena has written to her friend 
describing her journey to her grandmother’s house. 

House No. 23
Street No. 6
Vellore 
_____________ (Date) 

Dear ___________  

How are you? Hope you are also enjoying your holidays. I 

have something exciting to share with you. 

On _________, my father and I decided to visit my _______ 

who lives in ________. We went  by ________. On the way,  I 

saw ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________.

When I was hungry my father bought me _________ and 

_________. We reached ________ in  the evening. I was 

_________ but _________ with my first long journey by bus. 

Convey my regards to your parents

Yours lovingly 
Meena

Let’s write

Question 2
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Fun with words

Question 5
Given below are words related to a journey. Arrange 
them in alphabetical order. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

You may take help of your dictionary to find meanings and 
do this activity. 

luggage, train, bus, tickets, crowd, boarding, 

fare, carrier, passengers, seats, railway 

station, bus stop, vendor, food-carts, 

posters,  travel, conductor, ticket-checker
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Working with the language

Question 6
Read the sentences given below and choose the correct 
word to fill in the blanks. 

1. Meena is getting _____________ the bus. (on/into) 

2. She wanted to spend her holidays __________ her 
grandmother.(with/for) 

3. This was her first journey ____________ bus. (by/with). 

4. The luggage was kept ____________ (in/on) the carrier 
the _____________ (in/on) bus. 

5. Some passengers got _____________ the bus. (off/at) 
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Chapter 3

the shy LittLe horse 
Once upon a time in a farmhouse there was a shy little 
horse. Every time he heard anyone coming, he ran away. 
But the donkey and the pig were not like him. 

One day a visitor came to the farm. The visitor was a tall 
man with a moustache. 

The donkey saw him coming and ran to the fence and 
stuck his long ears forward and rolled his big brown eyes. 
But the visitor did not pay any attention to the donkey. The 
old pig blinked at him, and the chickens scratched about as 
though there were only chickens in the farmhouse. But the 
visitor did not even see the old pig and the chickens. 

The visitor was looking at the shy little horse. 
And the little horse just lowered his head and kicked up 

his heels and galloped away.
Now this visitor had come just to see the horse. But every 

time the man got near him, the little horse kicked up his 
heels and away he flew across the field. And his mother 
galloped with him and stayed by his side. 

But the tall man with the moustache knew a lot about shy 
little horses. So he just went and leaned against the fence and 
whistled away to himself. He didn’t look at the shy horse any 
more. 

Now, that horse saw the man do this and he heard him 
whistling. He lowered his head and nibbled the green grass. 
The man did not move and kept on whistling. The horse 
kicked up his heels and ran farther down the field and 
nibbled some more grass and peeped at the man. The man 
did not move and kept on whistling. Then the horse nibbled 
some grass nearer to the man. Still the man did not move 
and kept on whistling. “What a funny man”, thought the 
shy little horse. “Why doesn’t he chase me and try to get me 
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in a corner and put a head collar over my head?” The man 
did not move at all and kept on whistling. 

‘FWEET, WHEET, TWEET’. 
‘FWEET, WHEET, TWEET’. 
By this time the little horse was so curious he was nearly 

popping inside. He had never seen a man like this before. 
All the other men had chased him into a corner, caught 
him and put a halter over his head. He was quite near 
to the man now, and he stood there ready to leap away 
and gallop to the far ends of the field. The man still did 

not move and kept on whistling. The shy little horse nosed 
nearer and nearer. The whistling tickled his ears in a way 
he liked. And he liked the way the man was standing so 
still that he could take a look at him. 

Then the man moved just a tiny little bit. He uncurled his 
fingers, and on the palm of his hand were two square lumps 
of sugar. The shy little horse stepped nearer to the man, 
almost right up to him. The man did not move and kept 
on whistling. This was a wonderful thing. The little horse 
stepped right up to the man and took one lump of sugar 
and stepped back and chewed it. Then he stepped up and 
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took the other lump of sugar. The man then slowly led the 
little horse and soon they were at the man’s house. From the 
house came out a shy little boy. Both the shy little boy and 
the shy little horse became good friends. 

Question 1

Read the story again and write five sentences about 
the story in the sequence of events 

1. _________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
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5. ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Why was the little horse shy?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

What did the man do to change the shy little horse? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

What does the story teach you? 

________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Question 3

Question 4

Question 2
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Tom lost his horse Jacky last evening. Read the notice 
and answer questions based on it. 

(a) What is the notice about? 
 _________________________________________________

(b) Give a description of the lost horse. 
 _________________________________________________

(c) What is the name of the horse?
 _________________________________________________

(d) Who is the master of the lost horse?
 _________________________________________________

(e) If you found the horse what would you do?  
 _________________________________________________

Let’s read and write

NOTICE 
LOST HORSE

Lost a brown horse, with a silver leather saddle. It 

responds to the name “Jacky”. Last seen at Children’s 

Park, Nehru Nagar. If found, please contact Tom, 

Mobile No. 9999998888.

     Tom 

Question 5
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Discuss the differences and similarities between a 
donkey and a horse. Also discuss the result of keeping 
a pet animal at home. 

To show a large number of animals/objects we use a 
special name for them, such as, a pack of wolves. 

Complete the following phrases using suitable words 
from  the box. 

(a) a _________________ of students 

(b) a _________________ of sticks 

(c) a _________________ of lions 

(d) an ________________ of soldiers 

(e) a _________________ of  sheep

(f) a _________________ of cards 

(g) a _________________ of flowers 

(h) a _________________ of cows/elephants

Let’s talk

Question 6

Working with the language

Question 7

     flock            bundle             pride           army        
     herd                  bunch           pack          class 
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Chapter 4

tWo LittLe Kittens

Two little kittens, 
One stormy night, 
Began to quarrel.
And then to fight.
One had a mouse 
And the other had none;
The quarrel begun.
 “I’ll have that mouse;” 
 Said the bigger cat. 
 “You’ll have that mouse?
 We’ll  see about that!”
 I’ll have that mouse;”
 Said the tortoise shell; 
 And, spitting and scratching, 
 On her sister she fell. 
I’ve told you before
‘Twas a stormy night, 
When these two kittens
Began to fight. 

Note for the Teacher
 ● Recite the poem  with correct intonation  and 

expression. 
 ● Also discuss the characteristics of different types of 

weather conditions. 

Let’s read and enjoy
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 The woman took 
 The sweeping broom, 
 And swept them both
 Right out of the room. 
  The ground was covered
  With frost and snow, 
  They had lost the mouse, 
  They had nowhere to go. 
  So they lay and shivered  
  Beside the door; 
  Till the old woman finished
  Sweeping the floor. 
 And then they crept in 
 As quiet as mice
 All wet with snow
 And as cold as ice. 
 They found it much better 
 That stormy night 
 To lie by the fire
 Than to quarrel and fight. 

    — Anonymous
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Working with the poem

Question 1

Read the poem and answer questions based on it

(a) What were  the kittens quarelling for?  

 ________________________________________________

(b) What time of the day was it? 

 ________________________________________________

(c) How was the weather?

 ________________________________________________

(d) What did the woman do to both the kittens? 

 ________________________________________________

When we compare two things using the words ‘as’, we 
call them similes. For example, as light as a feather; as 
strong as a bull. 

Now find the two similes used in the poem.
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Working with the language

Question 2
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Have you ever quarreled with your brother or sister? 
How did your mother react? Discuss with your partner. 

Fun with words

Question 4
Select and write only those words from the poem that 
tell you that it was a cold and stormy night. One has 
been done for you. 

Frost,  ____________,  ____________,  ____________, 

____________,  Stormy 

The young cat is called a kitten. Give the names of the 
young ones of the following animals. 

 Dog-  ______________________  
 Cow-  ______________________ 
 Tiger- ______________________  
 Man-  ______________________ 
 Hen-  ______________________  
 Elephant- ______________________ 

Let’s talk

Question 3

Question 5
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heaLth and hygiene

Scene–1

Rakhi : Aha! What a nice smell coming from the kitchen! 
I feel so hungry. 

Tina : (whispering) I too feel very hungry. The smell 
makes my mouth water. 

Note for the Teacher
 ● Choose students to play the role of each character 

given in the play. 
 ● Let the students enact this play in class.
 ● Focus on the correct pronunciations and expressions. 

In a government primary school, students are studying 
in the classroom. Soon pleasant smell of cooked meals 
from the kitchen  reaches the classroom. Some students 
start looking out of the window and begin to feel hungry 
and wait for the recess bell. 
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Rakhi : Let’s first quickly finish our class work and 
then enjoy the delicious food during the recess. 

  (Soon the recess bell rings. All the children  
rush for food. Raju and Sonu are making noise 
and elbowing each other.) 

Teacher : (Pointing to Raju and Sonu) Raju and Sonu, Come 
here. 

Sonu : Yes, Sir. 
Teacher : Why are you elbowing each other?
Sonu : Sir, I’m not elbowing him. Raju is elbowing me. 
Raju : Sir, I did nothing. He’s telling a lie. 
Teacher : Alright! Now stop fighting. Go and wash your 

hands before eating your food. 
Sonu : Why wash our hands again, sir? We’ve washed 

our hands already in the morning.
Teacher : Don’t you know that we must wash our hands 

every time before we eat anything?
Sonu : Sir, we are not the only ones. Even Rakhi, 

Mohit, Chinki haven’t washed their hands.
   (Teacher blows the whistle and calls all children 

to assemble in a circle.)
Teacher  : Do you know why I have called you here? I’ve 

come to know that most of you start eating 
your lunch without washing your hands. You 
should know that this habit will make you fall 
sick. When you eat with dirty hands, you carry 
some kinds of germs inside your body.

Students : Sir, is this the only way to keep ourselves 
healthy?

Teacher : (smiling) No, there are many other do’s and 
don’ts while we eat. I’ll tell you some of them. 
These are:
 ● Always eat well cooked food.
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 ● Wash your hands properly before and after 
taking meals.

 ● Chew your food properly.
 ● Don’t leave any food on your plate. 
 ● Don’t take more than what you can eat.
 ● Always use clean utensils.

Students : Thank you, sir. We’ll follow these.
Teacher : (smiling) You’re welcome. Now, go and have 

your meals peacefully. 
   (All children queue up to wash their hands.)

You have read the Dos and Dont’s to follow while eating. 
Now make a list of Dos and Dont’s to keep your classroom 
clean.

Let’s write

Question 1
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Do’s Dont’s

Working with the language

Re-arrange the words to make meaningful sentences. 
One has been  done for you. 

1. wash/properly/taking meals/your hands/before and after
    Wash your hands properly before and after taking meals. 

2. eat/food/well cooked/always 
      _____________________________________________________

3. food/properly/chew/your
      _____________________________________________________

4. can eat/what/don’t take/you/more than/food. 
      _____________________________________________________

5. utensils/clean/always/use/ 
      _____________________________________________________

6. plate/don’t leave/your/any food/in
      _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Note for the Teacher
 ● Remember to use the correct punctuation marks while 

writing the correct sentences.

Question 2
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Circle all the items you use to clean yourself in the 
morning before going to school. Use these words in 
sentences to describe your morning routine. 

 

I wake up every morning at 6.00 a.m. I _________ my teeth 
with _______ I take a bath using _______ and ________. I 
wipe my body with a clean ________.  I apply _______ on my 
hair and then _______ it neatly. I wear my school _______ 
and polished _______. I am ready to go to school. 

Read out the following sentences and ask children to 
mark ‘T’ for True statements and ‘F’ for false statements. 

1. We should wash our hands before eating food. 

2. We should not take a bath daily. 

3. We should wear clean clothes daily. 

4. Cleanliness keeps us healthy. 

5. We should not brush our teeth daily. 

Question 4

Let’s listen and work

Question 3

Soap, Bag,  Paper,  Towel,  Pen,  Brush
Cake,  Bed Water,  Flower,  Oil,  Tree
Toothpaste,  Uniform,  Comb,  Shoes

Do’s Dont’s

Working with the language

Re-arrange the words to make meaningful sentences. 
One has been  done for you. 

1. wash/properly/taking meals/your hands/before and after
    Wash your hands properly before and after taking meals. 

2. eat/food/well cooked/always 
      _____________________________________________________

3. food/properly/chew/your
      _____________________________________________________

4. can eat/what/don’t take/you/more than/food. 
      _____________________________________________________

5. utensils/clean/always/use/ 
      _____________________________________________________

6. plate/don’t leave/your/any food/in
      _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

5. Intermediate Level IV.indd   59 03-Dec-2020   12:55:48 PM



Rainbow LeveL iv60

6. We should not throw paper bits here and there. 

7. We must keep our home neat and tidy. 

8. We should pluck flowers and leaves from plants. 

9. Use a clean glass to drink water. 

 10. You should leave food on tour plate. 

A.  Observe the poster on ‘Save Water’.

Question 4
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B.  List more ways that you follow to save water. 

Fix the leaking tap Recyled water

Re-use of water

1. __________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________
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Chapter 1

Jamun tree
Scene–1

Some children are standing around the jamun tree in 
the middle of the school. They are worried why the 
leaves of the tree are turning yellow and its branches 
are drying. 

Reena: Look! The tree’s looking so sick. 
Aryan: Yes, its leaves are turning yellow and branches are 
drying too. 
Raman: Oh! Then we can’t get jamuns. 
Meena: It’s very sad. How shall we play under the shade of 
the tree? 

Let’s read
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Reena: What should we do now? 
Raman: We don’t know what is happening to the tree. 
Aryan: Let’s ask our teacher about this. 
Meena: Sure! Let’s go and talk to our teacher. 

Scene–2

Children are talking to their teacher. They are talking 
about the jamun tree’s condition. The teacher is 
listening to them carefully. 

Reena: Ma’am, something is wrong with our jamun tree. 
Meena: Ma’am, its leaves are falling and it’s drying too. 
Teacher: Don’t worry! Every problem has a solution. 
Aryan: Ma’am, What shall we do now? 
Teacher: We’ll call Mali* kaka. I’m sure he will suggest some 
solution to this problem.

*Mali (Hindi): gardener
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Scene–3 

Mali Kaka, the teacher and children are standing 
around the jamun tree. Mali Kaka is looking at the tree 
carefully. All the children are watching him eagerly. 

Mali Kaka: Hmm! (Examining the tree carefully) 
Reena: Mali Kaka, what has happened to the tree? 
Teacher: Relax kids! Let him take his time. 
(Mali Kaka sits on his knees and digs some earth from 
its roots. He takes out a pile of termites from the root and 
shows it to the children.
Mali Kaka: Look children! These termites are the main 
cause. But don’t worry. I have a medicine. I shall put it into 
the roots of the tree. 
Be careful! Don’t play near the tree and don’t even touch 
it. I’ll come here from time to time to take care of this tree. 
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Word-meaning in context
sick :  unhealthy  eagerly :    curiously
shade :  shadow of tree pile :     heap 
condition : state   termites :    small insects that   
                  destroy wood and timber
suggest :  advise  announce :   to declare

Scene–4

After three weeks, the children are looking at the 
Jamun tree from a distance. 

Meena: Look! There are some new green leaves on the dry 
branches. 
Aryan: Wow! It’s branches are also looking healthy. 
Meena: It’s getting well now. Let’s tell our teacher. 
Raman: Yes! And let’s tell Mali Kaka too. 
(Mali Kaka, the teacher and all children are standing 
around the Jamun tree. Mali Kaka declares that the tree is 
healthy now. Children say thanks to Mali Kaka and to the 
teacher.) 
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Children: Hurrah! Now we can play under the tree and eat 
jamuns too! (They shout with joy and go to their classes 
happily.) 

Working with the language

Question 1

Read the chapter and answer the given questions 

1. Why were the children worried after seeing the tree?
Ans.___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

2. Who did they go to with their problem? 
Ans.___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

3. Who examined the tree? What was the problem? 
Ans.___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

4. How did the tree get healthy? 
Ans.___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

5. ‘Mali’ in English is called ___________________________.
a) farmer
b) gardener
c) cleaner 
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Look up the dictionary to find the meanings of the 
following words. Now use them in your own sentences. 
One has been done for you. 

Word Meaning Sentence
1. Sick ill My brother fell sick after 

drinking dirty water.
2. Shade 
3. Anxiously
4. Pile 
5. Termite 

Raman is teaching his friends how to plant a sapling 
(young plant). Observe the pictures and write those 
steps in proper order.

First, dig the ___________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

Next, ___________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

Question 2

Fun with words

Question 3

Let’s write 
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Then, ___________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________

Finally, _________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
___________________

List any five exclamatory sentences (!) used in the 
chapter. 

Example – Look! The tree is looking so sick. 

    ______________________________________________________
    ______________________________________________________
    ______________________________________________________
Now punctuate the given passage and rewrite it in the space 
provided. 
What a beautiful scene. We all are going to the playground to 
play kho-kho reena aryan raman and meena are in one team 
wow what a strong team we have would you like to come and 
watch the match. 

    ______________________________________________________
    ______________________________________________________
    ______________________________________________________
    

Question 4

Working with the language
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A tree has been cut near your house. Write a letter 
complaining about the cutting of the tree to the 
Commissioner, Municipal Corporation of your locality.

Sender Address (Your address) 

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

Date  _______________________    

The Commissioner 

Municipal Corporation 

_____________________________

Dear Sir/Madam. 

I would like to inform you that ____________________________

________________________________________________. It was a 

_____________________ tree and it provided ________________ 

to the people living in that area. 

Kindly __________________________ at the earliest. 

Thank you

Yours truly

 _______________ (Your name) 

Question 5

Working with the language
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Given below are sentences describing the process of 
how a letter reaches its destination (its receiver). But 
these sentences are not in the correct order. Rewrite 
them in the correct order

● The sender writes the letter.
● He/she pastes a stamp on the envelope. 
● From there the postman of the area collects the letters.
● The letters are transported to different post offices in the 

country. 
● The sender puts it an envelope. 
● The postman collects the letters from the letter box and 

takes them to the post office. 
● The sender writes the address of the receiver.
● The postman collects the letters from the post office. 
● He/she drops it in the letter box. 
● The letters are stamped and sorted according to the 

addresses. 
● Finally, the letter is delivered to the concerned person/

receiver.

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Question 6

Let’s read and write
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Chapter 2

the iCe Cream man

Pre-reading Activity
 ● List all the things that come to your mind when you 

think of summer. What are the things that you like 
and what are the things you dislike? Discuss with your 
partner. 

When summer’s in the city,
And brick’s a blaze of heat,
The ice cream man with his little cart
Goes trundling down the street. 

Beneath his round umbrella, 
Oh! What a joyful sight, 
To see him fill the cones with mounds
Of cooling brown or white:

Vanilla, chocolate, strawberry, 
Or chilly things to drink 
From bottles full of frosty fizz, 
Green, orange, white or pink.

His cart might be a flowerbed
Of roses and sweet peas,
The way the children cluster round 
As thick as honeybees. 
      — Rachel Field 

Let’s read
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Working with the poem

Question 1
Read the poem again and answer the following

1. Name the two things that the ice cream man is selling. 

 a. _________________  b. _________________ 

2. In which season is ice cream most popular?
    ___________________________________________________

3. In the poem the bricks are compared to ______________
______________________________________________

4. The ice cream cart is compared to a flowerbed of roses 
and sweet peas because: 

a) The ice cream looks very attractive. 
b) The children are crowding around it like honeybees. 
c) The ice creams smell like roses and sweet peas.

5. The children are clustered around as thick as honeybees 
because: 

a) All of them wanted ice cream. 
b) All of them wanted honey.
c) All of them wanted to have a ride on the cart. 

Listen and tell the sounds that these words in the poem 
produce

 ● Cart   ___________________________

 ● Drinks   ___________________________

Fun with words

Question 2
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Find out and write the different flavours of ice-cream 
mentioned in the poem. Add a few more to the list and 
also write your favorite one. 

The various flavours mentioned in the poem are— 
a) ______________ b) ______________ c) _______________  
 
Add a few more— 
d) ______________ e) ______________ f) ______________ 

My favourite ice cream is _______________     
  

Make a list of various colours mentioned in the poem 
and write whether these are used for ice creams or 
drinks. 

  Colour      Ice Cream/Drink 

a. ___________________   ___________________

b. ___________________   ___________________

c. ___________________   ___________________

d. ___________________   ___________________

e. ___________________   ___________________

f. ___________________   ___________________

Question 3

Question 4
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Here is a report from a school magazine. Let’s read it.

Let’s write

Question 5

Book Week at Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Hissar

Anshu Jain
Government Senior Secondary School, Hissar organised 
a Book Week from 5th June to 9th June, 2017. Several 
publishers displayed their books. There were many 
storybooks, comics, activity books and other learning 
material in the stalls. A special ‘Spellathon’ was organised 
for Classes VI to VIII. Our school magazine was also 
launched by the Chief Guest. The students of various 
classes displayed their charts, poems and models in 
the exhibition. Principal Mrs. S. Sharma applauded the 
efforts of the staff and the students in making the Book 
Week a grand success. 

 ● Think of a good title 
 ● Organise information 
 ● Select appropriate language 
 ● Draft it
 ● Re-read the draft 
 ● Ensure the text is correct
 ● Also check punctuation, spelling, grammar, etc.
 ● Start with a short introduction which contain the 

topic.

So, a report is the description of an event or a situation 
Now in groups of five, write a report on different brands of 
ice creams available in your area. While writing a report, 
remember to do these things.
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 ● Then list the ice cream brands available in your area.
Next write the common flavours of ice cream in each 
of the brands. 

 ● Under each brand, find out which flavours are being 
sold the most. Also find out their prices.

 ● Finally, write which do you think is the most popular 
ice cream.

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
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Chapter 3

a Lesson for my teaCher

Pre-reading Activity
 ● Do you recognise these famous persons?
 ● Can you tell their names and the positions they held?
 ● What do you know about Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam?

I lived on the mosque street in Rameswaram, a city famous for its 
Shiva temple. Every evening on my way home from the mosque, 
I would linger near the temple. I always felt like a stranger here 
as the temple goers stared suspiciously at me. They probably 
wondered what a Muslim 
boy was doing in front 
of the temple. The truth 
was that I loved to listen 
to the rhythmic chanting 
of the mantras, though I 
never understood a word. 
There was a strange 
magic in them.
Of course, something 
else led me there. My 
best friend, Ramanadha 

Let’s read
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Sastry was the son of the head priest. He sat  beside his 
father at this hour, reciting hymns. Ram would steal a 
smiling glance at me from time to time. 
At school, Ram and I always sat together on the first bench 
of our classroom. We were like brothers. 
However, being a Hindu’s priest’s son, he wore a sacred 
thread, while my white cap marked me as a Muslim. 
One day, when we were in the fifth standard a new teacher 
came to our class. He looked strict. He went around the 
class tapping his cane on his palm and stopped before us. 
“You, the one in the white cap, how dare you sit beside the 
temple priest’s son!” he shouted “Go sit on the last bench.”
I felt hurt. With tears in my eyes, I picked up my books and 
shifted to the last row. Ram and I wept together silently 
after the school. We thought we would not be allowed to 
be friends anymore. When I reached home that day, my 
father looked at me and asked, “Were you crying…… what’s 
wrong son?” I recounted the whole incident to my father 
while Ram also told his family the same story.
Early the next morning, Ram came running to our house 
and said, “Father has asked you to come to our house 
immediately.” I was terrified. I thought I was in for some 
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more trouble. We hurried back to Ram’s house. 
My heart skipped a beat when I saw our new teacher 
standing there, “In the light of our discussion, apologise to 
Kalam here,” said Ram’s father with a stern face. I couldn’t 
believe what I had just heard! The head priest was asking 
the teacher to apologise to me. “All children are equal in 
God’s eyes. It is your duty as a teacher to help students live 
in harmony in spite of the differences in their background. 
You can no longer teach in this school, “he said. 
Our teacher immediately asked me to forgive him. He 
hugged me and said, “I am sorry, Kalam. I have learnt an 
important lesson in life today.” Ram’s father saw that the 
teacher sincerely regretted his behavior and permitted him 
to continue teaching. From that day, Ram and I sat together 
proudly on the front bench. We have remained the best of 
friends ever since.

Word-meaning in context 
linger: stay for a long time    incident— an event
stared: looked with the eyes wide   immediately— at once
suspiciously: doubtfully    terrified—  feared
probably: most likely     discussion— talking about  
             something
chanting: singing      apologize— saying sorry
hymns: songs of praise to God   stern— strict
glance: look       harmony— peace
recounted: told in detail    hugged— embraced 

Read the lesson again and complete the given sentences. 
1. ‘I’ in the lesson is __________________________________. 
2. Rameshwaram is famous for _______________________. 
3. Ramanadha Sastry was the son of _________________. 
4. The new teacher was angry with young Kalam because 

____________________________.

Working with the text

Question 1
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Write down the missing letters and complete the words.
One has been done for you. 
1) mosque   2) t.....mp.....e 

3) f.....i.....nd  4) b.....n.....h    

5) s.....h.....l  6) t.....ch.....r 

7) h.....a.....t   8) p.....i.....t     

9) s.....r.....y 10) le.....s.....n 

Fun with words

Question 3

Question 2

Who said these words to whom? 

1. “You the one in white cap, how dare you sit beside the 
temple priest’s son!”

  ________________________ said to ______________________. 

2. “Father has asked you to come to our house 
immediately”.

  ______________________ said to _______________________. 

3. “ In the light of our discussion, apologise to Kalam 
here.”

  _______________________ said to ______________________. 

4. “All children are equal in God’s eyes.”
  ______________________ said to _______________________. 

5. “I’m sorry Kalam.”
  ________________________ said to _____________________. 

5. The head priest asked the new teacher to apologise 
because ______________________________
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Question 4

Working with the language

Fill in the blanks with the past form of the verbs given 
in the brackets. One has been done for you. 

1. I always _________________ like a stranger at the temple. 
(feel)

2. I never _____________________ a word. (understand) 

3. I _____________________ beside him in the class. (sit) 

4. I _____________________ to listen to the chanting of 
mantras. (love) 

5. I _____________________ an important lesson in life. 
(learn) 

Discuss with your partner the names of the different 
parts of a bicycle. 

Now describe your bicycle. 

Let’s talk 

Question 5

________

________ ________

________

________
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Read the following biographical sketch of Kalpana 
Chawla.
Now let’s write the biography of Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 
with the help of information given below.

Name - A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 
Born - 15 October, 1931, Rameshwaram, Tamil Nadu
Education - Schwartz High School, Graduated 
from St. Joseph College, Tiruchirapalli
Career - Joined Defence Research and 
Development Organization (DRDO) as a scientist. 
Joined Indian Space Research Organization 
(ISRO) in 1969. 
Political life - President of India from 2002 to 2007.
Title - Missile Man of India
Award - Bharat Ratna
Died - 27 July, 2015
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Let’s write

Question 6

Kalpana Chawla was the first Indian 
woman who went into space. She was 
born on March 17, 1962 at Karnal in 
Haryana. She studied at Tagore Bal 
Niketan School, Karnal and later she 
completed her degree in 1982 from Punjab 
Engineering College, Chandigarh. Then, 
she moved to USA and completed her 
Ph.d. in Aerospace Engineering in 1998.
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the owL

Let’s read and enjoy

 At night, when all is still, 

 The forest’s sentinel 

 Glides silently across the hill 

 And perches in an old pine tree. 

 A friendly presence his!

 No harm can come

 From night bird on the prowl. 

 His cry is mellow, 

 Much softer than a peacock’s call. 

 Why then this fear of owls 

 Calling in the night? 

 If men must speak, 

 Then owls must hoot—

 They have the right.

 On me it casts no spell, 

 Rather, it seems to cry, 

 “The night is good – “all’s well, all’s well.”

       — Ruskin Bond 
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Working with the poem

Question 1

Read the poem again and choose the correct option 

1. Owl is the forest sentinel. This means that 

(a) owl guards the forest.
(b) owl destroys the forest.
(c) owl sings in the forest. 

2. Owl’s cry is compared with the cry of a
(a) sparrow. 
(b) parrot.
(c) peacock. 

3. At night the owl sits on the 
(a) old neem tree.
(b) old pine tree.
(c) old mango tree. 

4. The birds chirp, the owls    .
(a) hoot. 
(b) howl. 
(c) croak.

5. Find the line from the poem that suggests one should 
not be afraid of owls and write it in the given space. 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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What kind of birds and animals do you see in your 
neighborhood. List them in the space provided. 
    Birds     Animals 
   _______________   _______________
   _______________   _______________
   _______________   _______________
   _______________   _______________
   _______________   _______________
   _______________   _______________

 Now describe any one bird and animal to your friend. 
Also share how you feed them. 

1. There are a number of rhyming words in the poem. 
Make a list of them and add some more words. One 
has been done for you. 

1. still: hill, pill, mill
2. prowl:
3. night:
4. spell: 

2. Write new words from the letters used in the 
following words. One has been done for you. 
1. peacock: ape, _______________, __________________
2. forest: for, _______________, ______________________
3. rather: are, _______________, _____________________
4. sentinel: ten, ______________, ____________________

Working with the language

Question 2

Question 3

Let’s talk 
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3. Fill in the blanks with prepositions: such as, of, on, 
at, in, off
1. The owl lives _______________ a pine tree. 
2. The birds were caught _______________the net. 
3. The owl does not sleep _______________ night. 
4. The old pine tree is the home ______________ the owl. 
5. The peacock flew _______________ the tree.

Read the sentences on the given picture 
There are some observations about the owl. 
1. The colour of the owl is brown. 
2. It lives on a tree. 
3. It has a sharp curved beak. 
4. It does not sleep at night.
5. It eats insects and small animals. 
Now frame questions for the above answers/facts. 

1. ________________________________________
2. ________________________________________
3. ________________________________________
4. ________________________________________
5. ________________________________________
You may take the help from the box given below. 

Question words Used for Examples
Who Person Who is that girl?
When Time When is the party?
What Object, idea or action What is on the table?
Why Reason Why are you are sad?
Which Thing, Choice Which is your pen?
Where Place Where is your book?

Let’s write

Question 4
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the JeaLous ministers
Do you know that the team of Emperor Akbar’s ministers 
was called the “Navratna” or “the nine gems”. Birbal was the 
cleverest of them all and Akbar liked him a lot. There are 
many stories about Akbar and Birbal. These are popular 
all over India. They show how clever Birbal was. Here is one 
such story. 

Birbal was Emperor Akbar’s favourite minister. He was so 
intelligent that he solved the most difficult problems in 
no time. The Emperor depended on him more than on any 
other minister. So some of them were jealous of him. 
One day they went to the Emperor and said, “Your Majesty, 
we are senior ministers but you have given more importance 
to Birbal. He is junior to us but you take his advice in most 
of the cases. We feel neglected.”
The Emperor said, “All right, I’ll give you a chance. Prove 
that you are more intelligent than Birbal.”
He asked the guard to bring a cot and a sheet of cloth, two yards 
(about 180 centimeters) long. The guard returned quickly with 
the cot and the cloth. The king lay down straight on the cot 
and said, “Now come one by one 
and cover my body with this sheet 
of cloth. Remember, no part of my 
body should be left uncovered.”
The ministers came one by one. 
They pulled the sheet from one 
end first and then from the 
other. Sometimes the Emporer’s 
head was left uncovered and 
sometimes his feet. Try as hard 
as they could, they could not 
cover him fully. This is because 
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Akbar was tall and the sheet was not long enough to cover 
him. 
While the ministers were thus trying to cover the Emperor 
with the sheet, Birbal came there by chance. 
“What has happened to the Emperor?” he asked. 
“Nothing, “said the Emperor. “Your fellow ministers are 
trying to cover me with the sheet but they can’t. Would you 
like to try?”
Birbal thought for a moment and said, “Yes, your Majesty. 
I will. But you must do as I say.”
“All right.”
“Your Majesty, would you mind bending your knees and 
feet a little. And would you mind turning to your side?” he 
said to Akbar.
Akbar did as he was told and lo and behold, the sheet was 
comfortably over him. Not a single part of his body was 
outside the sheet. The king laughed under the sheet as 
Birbal said, “Your Majesty is fully covered.”
Throwing the sheet away the Emperor said, “Thank you, 
Birbal.” Turning to the other Ministers he said, “Now you 
know why I call him for advice?”
The ministers understood that they had been simply jealous 
and that Birbal was indeed the cleverest of them all. 

Read the chapter carefully and answer the following 

Word-meaning in context
emperor :   ruler of empire
favourite :  liked more than the others
intelligent : clever, having or showing the ability to    
   understand and learn things. 
depended on :  relied upon
jealous :   feeling or showing unhappiness because of   
   the better luck of position of others 
advice :   opinion about what to do and how to behave
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questions: 

1. Why were the other ministers jealous of Birbal?

Ans.___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

2. Which quality of Birbal made him the Emperor’s 
favorite? 

Ans.____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

3. What task did Akbar give to his ministers to prove their 
intelligence?

Ans.___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

4. How did Birbal cover the Emperor fully? 

Ans.___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

5. The other ministers felt neglected by the Emperor. Here, 
neglected means—
a) protected
b) not getting proper attention 
c) forgotten

Let’s write

Question 1
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Given below are some qualities of Birbal and other 
ministers. 
Colour the qualities of Birbal with yellow and those of 
other Ministers with green.

Question 2

Fun with words

witty intelligent

rude
cunning

clever

quarrelsome

honest

jolly

neglected

popular

jealous

The words used to describe nouns are called adjectives. 
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Out of the qualities that you have just read, list the 
qualities that you wish to see in your friend. 

I would like my friend to be— 
1. ____________________________
2. ____________________________
3. ____________________________
4. ____________________________
5. ____________________________
Now share the sentences with your friend.

A group of words generally used together are called a 
phrase e.g. a sheet of cloth, a cup of tea, etc. 

Complete the following set of phrases. Choose words from 
the help- box. 

(a) A ___________________ of water. 
(b) A ___________________ of sugar. 
(c) A ___________________ of salt. 
(d) A ___________________ of honey.
(e) A ___________________ of milk.

Question 3

Let’s talk

Question 4

Working with the language

pinch,   bottle,   jar,   glass,   spoon 
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We use words like first, next, then and at last/finally to 
find the sequence of events. Sequence words help us to 
connect ideas and move from one idea to another or from 
one sentence to another or even from one paragraph to 
another. 
Now write how Birbal could cover the whole body of 
Emperor Akbar using a sheet of cloth. Use sequence words 
to complete the paragraph. 
Asked the Emperor to follow his instructions → told him to 
bend his knees → told him to bend his feet a little → made 
him turn on one side → took the sheet of cloth → covered 
the whole body. 

Question 5

Let’s write
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Let’s read and enjoy

A. Read this passage about the monkeys and the 
elephant 

A group of monkeys was playing on a tree in a jungle. 
Suddenly, they heard the loud sound of an elephant’s 
trumpet. The monkeys were afraid. They ran up and down 
the tree. 
Soon the elephant 
came very close to the 
tree. A little monkey 
looked up at the 
elephant and smiled. 
The elephant picked 
up the little monkey 
and put him on 
his back. The little 
monkey shrieked with joy. 
The other monkeys saw this. One by one they dropped down 
from the tree on the elephant’s back. The elephant started 
moving. The monkeys had a jolly good elephant ride. 
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Read the passage carefully and answer the following 
questions 

1. The group of monkeys was ________________. 
(a) running in the field 
(b) playing on a tree 
(c) eating bananas 

2. The monkeys got scared when they heard the elephant’s 
________________. 
(a) scream 
(b) roar
(c) trumpet

3. The elephant picked up the little monkey and put it on his 
back. This shows that the elephant was _____________.  
(a) friendly
(b) angry
(c) scared

4. The little monkey shrieked with joy. The word shrieked 
means  ________________.    
(a) screamed 
(b) whispered 
(c) muttered

5. The sound made by the elephants is called trumpet. The 
sound made by monkeys is called ________________. 
(a) roar
(b) howl 
(c) chatter 

Question 1
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Observe the picture carefully and frame five sentences 
based on it. You may use the words given in the box. 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Question 2

Enjoying	 				fly	high	 			Makar	Sankranti	 Playground		
	 	 	 Independence	Day								Kites
	 	 Colourful								Competition								Children	
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Rearrange the words to make meaningful sentences 

1. on a tree/monkeys/were/the/playing. 
  _______________________________________________________
2. the loud sound/were afraid/the monkeys/of/the elephant’s 

trumpet/of 
  _______________________________________________________ 
 
3. put him/the elephant/the little monkey/on his back/

picked up.
  _______________________________________________________ 
 
4. up and down/the monkeys/happily/jumped.
  _______________________________________________________
5. enjoyed/the monkeys/elephant ride/a jolly good. 
  _______________________________________________________

Question 3
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Answer Key
1. The monkeys were playing on a tree. 

2. The monkeys were afraid of the loud sound of the 
elephant’s trumpet.

3. The elephant picked up the little monkey and put him 
on his back. 

4. The monkeys jumped up and down happily.

5. The monkeys enjoyed a jolly good elephant ride. 
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B. Read the passage and answer the questions that 
follow 

Ant Colonies

Ants can do many things. Weaver ants are skilful tailors. 
They stitch two leaves together by pulling them from sides 
and sewing them together. In this way, they make a cosy 
house for themselves. 
Ants live in large groups called colonies. An ant can tell 
whether another ant belongs to their colony or not by 
touching the other ant with its antennae—the rods at the 
top of their heads—which help it to distinguish strangers 
by their ‘colony scent’.
Ants also help each other and serve the colony. Each ant 
takes care of its companions first and then takes care of 
itself. If there is shortage of food in the colony, the worker 
starts feeding others with the food from their reserve 
stomachs. When there is enough food to eat, they become 
worker ants again. Ants are the most hard working and 
unselfish creatures. 

Read the passage carefully and answer the following 
questions 

1.  Ants make their home by ______________.
(a) digging soil.
(b) weaving and sewing leaves together. 
(c) making nests.

2.  Humans live together in families and ants live together 
in _______________.

    (a) hives 
(b) dens 
(c) colonies 

Question 1
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3.  Ants distinguish other ants from different colonies by 
_______________.

     (a) their ‘colony scent’ 
     (b) their sounds 
     (c) their colour
4.  In case of shortage of food in the colony they depend on 

________________.        
     (a) food from the kitchen. 
     (b). food from the general store. 
     (c) food from their reserve stomachs. 
5. Find the words from the passage that have the opposite 

meaning to the given words. 
     (a) lazy  – __________ 
     (b) selfish –  __________ 
     (c) pushing – __________

Fill in the blanks using the correct options 

(i) Ants live ________________ large groups called colonies. 
(in/on) 

(ii) Worker ants collect food ____________ the other ants in 
the colony. (for/of) 

(iii) Weaver ants are skilled _____________ weaving (at/on)

(iv) An ant uses the sense of touch __________distinguish 
strangers. (to/off)

(v) They stitch two leaves together ___________ pulling them 
side by side. (with/by)

Question 2
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Look at the picture of the fair carefully. Write five 
sentences describing the fair. You may use the words 
given in the box. 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Question 3

giant	wheel				balloon	seller				announcement				swing				crowd						
	 stalls				loudspeaker			children				balloons						 

					music				tents				enjoying				happy				rides				food	
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C. Read the passage and answer the questions that 
follow      

Jim Corbett National Park 
Corbett National Park was set up in 1936 as India’s first 
national park. Project Tiger was inaugurated here on April 
1, 1973. About 100 sq km area of the park is designated 
as Tiger Reserve Area. Dhikala is the main entry point 
into this area. Dhikala is the centre of all tourist activity 
and has been built in a large, grassy plateau close to the 
Ramganga Reservoir. 
There is a great variety of wildlife on view in Corbett National 
Park. Apart from tigers, the park is inhabited by leopards, 
bears, jackals and such rare animals as the Himalayan 
Palm Civet, Indian grey mongoose, common otter and 
porcupine. 
Tourists visiting Corbett National Park should carry a pair 
of sharp- eyed binoculars and a mind open to all kinds 
of wildlife experiences. The elephant safari is the most 
promising way of tracking the tigers. Sitting on an elephant’s 
back at an elevation of 10 feet, one gets a beautiful view of 
the park. Moreover, the elephant is not scared of a tiger 
and will carefully take the person for a closer view. 

Question 1

Read the passage carefully and answer given questions.

1. India’s first National Park was set up in __________. 
(a) 1947
(b) 1973
(c) 1936

2. ________ is situated very close to the Ramganga Reservoir.
(a) Corbett
(b) Dhikala
(c) Sonanadi
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3. We see animals such as leopards, bears, jackals, etc., at 
Corbett National Park but it is famous for its _________. 
(a) lions 
(b) tigers
(c) wolves 

4. Elephants are used for safaris in the Corbett National 
Park because __________.
(a) the elephants love to give rides to people. 
(b) the elephants are not scared of tigers. 
(c) the jeeps are not available for safari. 

5. Find words from the passage that mean the same as the 
given words. 
(a) uncommon—          
(b) to live in—        
(c) traveller—          

Underline the verbs in the given sentences and rewrite 
the sentences using the past form of the underlined 
verb. 

a) We wait for the bus at the bus stop. 
___________________________________________________

b) We play football in school. 
___________________________________________________

c) The children dance happily in the rain. 
___________________________________________________

d) I want to eat an ice cream.
___________________________________________________

e) I work hard for my exams. 
___________________________________________________

Question 2
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Write a letter to the principal of your school requesting 
for two days leave. 

__________________
__________________
__________________

____________________ (Date) 

Respected Sir/Madam, 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Thank you 
Yours _____________
_________________

Question 3
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(C) Q.1. 1 (c),  2 (b),  3 (b),  4 (b),  5 (a) rare,  (b) inhabited,             
               (c) tourist 

     Q.3.  (a) wait-waited;    (b) play-played;  (c) dance-danced;               

             (d) want-wanted;  (e) work-worked 

(B) Q.1. 1 (b);  2 (c );  3 (a);  4 (c);  5 (a) hardworking   

        (b) Unselfish (c) pulling

     Q.2. (a.) in;   (b) for;   (c) at;   (d) to;   (e) by  

(A) Q.1. 1 (b);   2 (c );   3 (a);   4 (a);   5 (c) 

Answer Key
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Constitution of India

Fundamental Duties

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India —
 (a) to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the 

National Flag and the National Anthem;
 (b) to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national 

struggle for freedom;
 (c) to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;
 (d) to defend the country and render national service when called upon to 

do so;
 (e) to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst 

all the people of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional 
or sectional diversities; to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity 
of women;

 (f) to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;
 (g) to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, 

rivers, wildlife and to have compassion for living creatures;
 (h) to develop the scientifi c temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry 

and reform;
 (i) to safeguard public property and to abjure violence;
 (j) to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective 

activity so that the nation constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour 
and achievement;

* (k) who is a parent or guardian, to provide opportunities for education 
to his child or, as the case may be, ward between the age of six and 
fourteen years.

Note:  The Article 51A containing Fundamental Duties was inserted by the Constitution (42nd 
Amendment) Act, 1976 (with effect from 3 January 1977).

 *(k) was inserted by the Constitution (86th Amendment) Act, 2002 (with effect from 
1 April 2010).

Part IV A (Article 51 A)

7. Assessment Level IV.indd   105 04-Dec-2020   11:45:25 AM



Notes

7. Assessment Level IV.indd   106 04-Dec-2020   11:45:25 AM



` 175.00 / पषृ्ठ  128
कोड  — 23087

` 185.00 / पषृ्ठ  132
कोड  — 23090

` 220.00 / पषृ्ठ  168
कोड  — 23094

` 250.00 / पषृ्ठ  190
कोड  — 23091

` 220.00 / पषृ्ठ  164
कोड  — 23092

` 225.00 / पषृ्ठ  170
कोड  — 23095

अधिक जानकारी के धलए कृपया www.ncert.nic.in दधेिए अथवा काॅपीराइट पषृ्ठ पर धदए गए पतों पर वयापार प्रबंिक से संपक्क  करें।

` 240.00 /pp. 182
Code  — 23088

` 155.00 / pp. 106
Code  — 23089

` 200.00 / पषृ्ठ  254
कोड  — 23096



23093

ISBN 978-93-5292-356-4

Although the Bridge Course has been developed for 
Out of School Children under the provisions of the 
RTE Act 2009, it can be used for bridging the learning 
gap arising out of COVID 19 pandemic as it is aligned 
to the learning outcomes of elementary education. 


	Covers i
	Covers ii
	0_prelims
	1_Diagnostic
	2_Basic
	3_Intermediate
	4_Grade Appropriate
	5_Assessment
	Covers iii
	Covers iv

