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Gandhi- A Vision

Dream and the Promise
Some of you may have noticed a name missing from the sketches of the makers 
of the constitution: Mahatma Gandhi. He was not a member of the Constituent 
Assembly. Yet there were many members who followed his vision. Years ago, 
writing in his magazine Young India in 1931, he had spelt out what he wanted the 
Constitution to do:

This dream of an India that has eliminated inequality was shared by Dr. Ambedkar, 
who played a key role in the making of the Constitution
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Memoir-Mahatma Gandhir Sange Saat Maas, Srikrishnadas

About the author and the book: This book, Mahatma Gandhir Sange Saat Maas, 
was written by Srikrishnachandra, in 1924. In his own words, this book accounts 
for the brief period of seven months just before Gandhi’s imprisonment, on 18th 
March 1922 for six long years. Srikrishnadas, the author was a participant in the 
Non Violent Non Co-operation Movement and he had the opportunity of closely 
assisting Mahatma Gandhi in the movement and outside as a close aide. In this 
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book, he mentions how, in that highly volatile time, all the close aides and co-
workers of Gandhi were already either imprisoned or were scattered throughout 
different parts of the country for political work and mobilization. So, Srikrishnadas 
had to assist Gandhi in handling his letters and correspondence. Because of the 
nature of his responsibility he had the opportunity of closely noticing Mahatma 
as a great leader who even in several critical junctures, in a very skillful way 
managed the intricacies and sudden developments of the movement. Finally 
he completed this book by 1924, and it’s a beautiful memoir which helps us 
understand Mahatma Gandhi, more, as a persona.  

About the selected passage: This particular passage reflects on a conversation 
between Mahatma Gandhi and Professor Kripalni, when Kripalni handed over a 
Khadi dhoti (produced in the ashram) to Mahatma Gandhi, at Motilal Nehru’s 
house, ‘Ananda Bhawan.’ The house was being used as Congress head-quarter in 
those days. The moment Professor Kripalni handed the gift over to Mahatma, he 
laughed and started checking the fabric minutely. Then he commented-“I need 
cloth, worth 60 crores for the people of my country. What will one piece of dhoti 
do? How can I wear such a big piece of cloth all by myself… I will just tear a part 
of it and wear.”
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