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The Department of Education in languages was established in
2005 at NIE NCERT New Delhi. Earlier it was a constituent of
the Department of Education in Social Sciences and Humanities.
The department works in the area of language education, and in
four languages- Hindi English Urdu and Sanskrit in particular.
As per the mandate of NCERT curriculum, syllabi, textbooks, and
supplementary material in four languages have been developed for
learners at different stages of school educatio
Orientation programmes for key resource persons are conducted
as per the needs of the teachers teaching in various school systems.
Programmes are also organised on the request of autonomous
organisations like Central Tibetan Administration, Railway schools
etc. Training programmes have been organised and packages have
also been developed under Rashtriya Madhyamik Abhiyan -the
flagship programme of MHRD.
Seminars and conferences are organised to highlight recent
developments in the area of language education. Academicians
are invited to address the participants on contemporary trends in
language education e.g multilingualism, constructivism and learner
centric materials and pedagogies.
Textual and supplementary materials are translated into Urdu
to facilitate Urdu language teaching and learning. Textual materials
on creative writing and translation have been developed in Hindi
and Urdu.
On 21st January Mother Tongue Day is celebrated to recognise
the importance of Indian Languages.
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Development of e-Content
Department has been developing e-content besides print
material in four languages i.e Hindi English Urdu and
Sanskrit. The objective is to provide interesting and
meaningful supplementary materials to the learners
which are based on the curriculum, syllabi and textbooks.
The e- content will be accessible on NCERT website. Content is
developed in different genres in all the four languages. In English

audio programmes on storytelling and in Urdu dialogues titled Aiye
Guftugu Kare have been developed. This activity will continue in
this year as well. In Hindi e-content has been developed on Kavita
Yatra and Lecture Series to enhance the language skills.
Supporting learners and teachers with materials and resource for
classroom teaching-learning and self learning is one of mandates
of the Council. With the advancement of technology the need for
valorising the technology for learning has become vital. Department
of Education in Languages developed e-content materials in all the
four languages in the form of audio, audio and video, text based
multi-media materials based on textbooks as well as independent
of the textbooks to enhance the language proficiency and language
use by learners. Two series of audio programmes titled Stories Tell
Many a thing and Come on, Let’s Dialogue were produced for young
learners in primary school. The first programme uses story telling
as a strategy for promoting language learning while the second one
exposes learners to short dialogues and language chunks in real
life contexts to introduce and initiate learners to use the English
language. Classroom videos for learners on listening and writing
have also been produced besides discussions videos on language
education. Interactive discussions on SWAYAMPRABHA channel
also highlights ways and means of supporting effective language
teaching-learning in school.
Development of e-contents in Hindi for Online Professional
Development of teachers
The course has been developed for teachers teaching Hindi as
second language at upper primary stage.
The objective of developing online course is to disseminate the
developed content to large number of teachers. The course has
been developed on the principles of second language pedagogy,
materials, textbooks, assessment patterns and other resources.
The course material is in the process of finalisation. Team of experts
have deliberated and contributed in developing user friendly course
which will relate to concerns and issues of classroom transactions
and avenues of professional development of the teachers.
Seventy five items (e-content) based on Hindi poetry have been
developed. This is based on the textbooks developed by NCERT
for classes IX to XII. The major themes covered are poetry
recitation, biographical sketches of the poets, explanation
of selected stanzas of poems and messages which the poets
convey through their poems. The resource persons from
NCERT as well as Universities, colleges and other organisation
have richly contributed along with the support of CIET.

Vyakaraanvithih- Grammar for Classes IX
and X
Department has brought out revised version of Vyakaranvithih in
2016.The book is designed as supplementary readers on Sanskrit
grammar learners in classes 9th and 10th. The book introduces the
learners the basic rules of Sanskrit grammar and exercises for
strengthening the knowledge about grammar, The Book is developed
to address the common difficulties faced by the learners n Sanskrit
grammar and solutions are also provided for the benefit of the
learners.

Learning Outcomes at Elementary Stage
Assessment is an important area of language education. NCERT
has brought out a document which has recommendations for
pedagogical processes and the possible learning outcomes up to
Elementary stage. The Learning outcomes are developed in four
languages i.e Hindi English Urdu and Sanskrit. The programme
has been conducted in collaboration with Department of Elementary
Education.

Development of Workbook in English for
class IX
The workbook in English has been developed for class IX. This
will be part of the package of Textbook and Supplementary
Reader in English. The workbook is based on the contexts of the

textbooks. This has been done to develop linkages to facilitate
comprehension and learning contextualised exercises for enhancing
language skills (LSRW). The workbook will give opportunities for
independent learning. The themes are contemporary and based on
the vision of English language learning as stated in NCF-2005.

Development of Workbook in Sanskrit for class
IX
The workbook titled Abhyasavan Bhava has been developed to
provide opportunities to develop Sanskrit language skills among
learners. The focus has been on grammar and composition skills in
Sanskrit such as writing letter, essay, narration, dialogue etc. A
glossary has also been provided for meaningful usage of Sanskrit
language. The book has been developed for the learners at secondary
stage.

Tryout of the Urdu language kit developed for
primary stage
Urdu language kit was developed by NCERT for the very first
time for primary stage to be used by learners and teachers. The
Division of Educational Kit, NCERT has produced a prototype. This
kit contains 19 types of item such as stories, word games, braille
chart, word titles, Urdu riddles and alphabet cards, skill game and
anagram etc. which can be used for performing activities for class I
and II. The manual for the use of kit has also been developed.
A five day orientation programme was organized to take the
feedback from the practicising teachers about the Urdu language
kit for primary school students. In the programme twenty nine
teachers from three states i.e. Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar
participated. The participants were provided with both rationale
and empirical questionnaires along with the kit so that, they could
come out with their views about the kit while practically using it
in the class. The findings of the rational have shown that most
of the teachers found the kit extremely useful for developing
language skills among learners. The kit will take care of
the needs of children with special needs, different learning
styles and above all creating space for creativity among
learners. Programme has been completed.

Training Programmes 2016-17
Training Programmes are organized for teachers and teacher
educators in four languages i.e. Hindi, English, Urdu and Sanskrit at
NIE, NCERT and in states/UTs. The objectives of these programmers
are to build the capacity of teachers in respective languages and to
familiarize them with recent developments in Language teaching and
learning. Sessions are conducted on the vision of National Curriculum
framework, syllabi and textual materials and assessments. Another
thrust area has been to interact with teachers teaching in remote
and tribal regions. The department utilizes special funds allocated
under SCP and TSP for the capacity building of teachers teaching
in remote and under privileged areas. Programmes in this category
have been conducted in Hindi, Urdu and English.
Teachers are encouraged to use meaningful resources beyond
textbooks and conduct small researches to understand learners’
problems. They have been oriented on mother tongue based
multilingualism for enhancing language skills of the learners. Another
focus area has been of ICT for teaching and learning of languages.
Participants are suggested to integrate ICT in their classroom
transactions. Sessions on inclusive education, developing sensitivity
towards children with special needs are part of all the programmes.
Above all, Participants are oriented on developing flexible approach
towards children in learning as well as in assessment. Department
has developed Training Packages under RMSA, and for North East
Region.
Twenty one day Professional Development course has been
designed in Sanskrit for teachers on pedagogy and issues of Sanskrit
teaching in work shop mode at Jagadguru Rambhadracharya
Handicaped University, Chitrakoot.

Below is the Table highlighting the particulars
of the Capacity building programmes conducted
in 2016-2017.
Sr. PAC
Title of the Programme
Venue and Dates
No. of
No. No.
Participants
1
2.08 Capacity building of Master RIE, Bhubaneswar
34
Trainers on Urdu Language 19-23 Sept 2016
teaching with focus on emerging
concerns for secondary stage.

2

3

4

5

6

2.08 Capacity building of Master
Trainers on Urdu Language
teaching with focus on emerging
concerns for secondary stage.
2.09 Capacity
building
Master
Trainers Professional Dev. In
Sanskrit language at Upper
Primary and Secondary Stage

Kolkata
03-07 Oct, 2016

37

SCERT Kerala,
Thiruvanantha
puram
05-09 Oct, 2016

35

2.09 Capacity
building
Master
Trainers Professional Dev. In
Sanskrit language at Upper
Primary and Secondary Stage
2.10 Capacity building of Master
Trainers in English language
Teaching and focus on emerging
concerns
2.11 Capacity building of Master
Trainers in Hindi language
teaching with focus on concerns
such as language in exclusive
education
gender
value
environment CCE &RTE for the
Secondary Stage.

SJ Sanskrit
University Puri
01-05 Nov, 2016

48

NIE 19-23 Sept,
2016

27

SIE Portblair
16-20 Jan 2017

32

As per the mandate of the Council training programmes have
been a significant feature of the department. The programmes are
organized in Hindi, English, Sanskrit and Urdu. The major aim
of the training programme is to familiarise and equip the teachers
on various aspects of language pedagogy, language and learning,
language education, multilingualism and language classroom in
the diverse Indian contexts.
The themes covered in the programme familiarises the
participants with everyday classroom methodologies, strategies for
interacting with the learners, ways of enhancing their language
skills, effective ways of assessment and use of textbooks. Some of
the recommendations for organizing training programmes in future
are :
 Teacher research in the classroom needs to be considered
as an instrument for teacher learning, teacher’s professional
development and enhancement of teaching-learning in the
classroom.
 Teacher’s understanding of language pedagogy is
essential.
 Teacher should understand the skill of materials
development:

 Use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
and media for language teaching-learning is important in
the present scenario of education.
S.
No.
1

2

Title of the programme

Venue and Dates

No. of
Participants
National Workshop on Language 12 to 16 December, 2017,
40
Pedagogy and Multilingualism as NIE, NCERT, New Delhi
a Strategy at Secondary Stage
21 Day Refresher Course for 26 October, 2017 to
29
Sanskrit Language Teachers
15 November, 2017
Andaman Nicobar

National Seminar on Sanskrit in schools
where are we? How are we?
The seminar was organized on the occasion of celebration of
Sanskrit week on 17-19 August 2017. Prof. Ramesh Chandra
Pandey, Vice Chancellor of Shri. Lal Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya
Sanskrit Vidyapeeth delivered the key note address. Prof B.K
Tripathi, Joint Director, NCERT was the director incharge of the
programme. There were fifty presenters from the fifteen states who
presented their papers on teaching, learning of Sanskrit, Material
Development, Use of the ICT in Sanskrit Language teaching and
Learning, Language policy and Sanskrit etc. There were poster
presentations as well. The participants shared their experiences of
Sanskrit Teaching and Learning in Schools.

National Conference on- Teaching Learning
of English in Rural Areas and English as
Medium of Instruction
The conference was organized at NIE, NCERT, New Delhi from
March, 20-23, 2017 with the objective of sharing and discussing
issues related to teaching learning of English to children in
rural and remote areas where the exposure to English is
minimal.
Prof. R. Amritvalli, Professor of Linguistics and – from
English and Foreign Language University, Hyderabad delivered
an insightful key note address highlighting the need of adopting
such methods for teaching learning of English which would support

the child’s own efforts of learning English. She also focused on the
promotion of mother tongue based multilingualism and flexibility in
assessment processes. Prof. Amritvalli shared her research
experiences in her address. Her keynote address set the tone for the
interactions later on. There were around fifty paper presenters who
were teachers, Research scholars, faculty from DIET’s, SCERT,
NGO’s IASE’s, British Council, Universities. There was a consensus
that child’s own language should be the medium of learning at least
up to the primary stage. The Participants emphasized the need of
developing relevant learning materials for children and adopting
learner centric methodologies and meaningful ways of assessment.
Participants felt that teaching of languages is a significant area as
it encompasses other subject areas and acadmic achievement of
children. Dr Srinivasa Rao from Zakir Hussain Centre for Educational
Studies Jawahar Lal University, New Delhi delivered the valedictory
address. Dr Srinivasa Rao highlighted the growth and progression
of English Language in India developments in teaching and learning
of English. He suggested that English language teaching and
learning and English as medium of learning should not adversely
affect the growth of Indian Languages.

National Seminar on Use of ICT in TeachingLearning of Languages in School EducationAn Indian Scenario”
A National Seminar on Use of ICT in Teaching-Learning of Languages
in School Education - An Indian Scenario was organised from 1617 March, 2017 in the conference room of CIET, NCERT Campus.
Prof. Panchanan Mohanty, Dean & Head School of Humanities of
Hyderabad University, Hyderabad delivered the key note address
highlighting the importance of integrating ICTin language learning.
In his valedictory address prof R. C Sharma Professor and Head
Centre for Advanced Studies in Linguistics apprised the participants
of the scientific basis and structure of language and role of ICT in
language learning. Around 55 papers were presented. Teachers
from Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Kendriya Vidyalaya, Govt.
schools of various states, research scholars, NGOs, teachers
from colleges and universities from different parts of the
country, faculty from NCERT and RIEs, Professors working
in this area shared their experiences and innovations that
they have tried out in their respective work places. The highlight
of the Seminar was to understand how best and how far technology
can be integrated into the teaching learning process to impart

quality education. It emerged from the discussion that ICT now
acts as a catalyst agent, initiating new opportunities and possibilities
in language classroom specifically for the most disadvantaged and
marginalised learners.

National Seminar on Sir Syed Ahmad Khan
Department of Education in Languages organised the
seminar to commemorate Sir Syed Ahmad Khan for his
significant contributions in the area of education. He was
great scholar of Persian, Mathematics. The seminar was
inaugurated by Prof. Tariq Mansoor, Vice Chancellor,
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh. He threw light on Sir
Syed’s multifaceted personality, his scholarly achievements
and progressive thoughts. Prof. Iftikhar Alam former
Director, Sir Syed Academy, delivered the keynote address.
Prof. Alam highlighted that besides being an academician,
Sir Syed took keen interest in agriculture and environment
related issues. Sixty four participants attended the seminar.
Panel discussions were organised for interactions between
scholars and paper presenters.
The major themes of seminar were focused on life and
personality of Sir Syed, relevance of his work and teaching
in modern times, Sir Syed as writer, poet and progressive
thinker who promoted education of Muslim women and scientific
temper among Muslims.
The valedictory function was organised to conclude the activities
of the seminar. Prof. Balram Shukla and Prof. Ganga Prasad Vimal
(Former) from Delhi University, Delhi were the Chief Guests. Prof.
Shukla stressed on the need of spreading his messages far and
wide. Prof. Vimal stressed the need of understanding the contribution
of Sir Syed in historical perspective. He worked for the upliftment of
Muslim community in terms of education and economic status.

National Seminar on Language, Society and
Culture
Language play an importance role in the integration and
unity of the country. The role of media and cinema in
promoting languages have also been highlighted in some
of the paper presentations during the seminar.
Department of Education in Languages organised the
seminar with the objectives of finding co-relation between language

and society, to understand how society and culture integrates into
language. There was focus on marginalised
languages and how these can be preserved
and made functional in our education system.
There were hundred and twenty
participants from different parts of the
country who attended the seminar. Papers
were presented in ten sessions.
Prof. Hrushikesh Senapaty, Director,
NCERT inaugurated the seminar. Prof.
Senapaty emphasised the role of language
in preserving society and culture. Prof.
Nityanand Tewari, Former, HOD Department
of Hindi, Delhi University was the Chief
Guest. He highlighted that language, society
and culture are interrelated and mother
tongue plays an important role in preserving
the culture.
Prof. Anand Prakash, Former faculty Department of English,
Delhi University delivered the keynote address. Prof. Anand
Prakash drew the attention to the role of literature in reflecting
on the language culture and society and this generation should
be apprised of the significance of literature in preserving language
culture and society.

Visitors of NCERT & Foreign visits by
NCERT faculty:
Visit of Delegation from Ethiopia
An Ethiopian delegation of teachers, teacher educators, educational
administrators and policy planners visited the Department to have
an interaction with the members of faculty on language education
and language policy in school education on 8 March, 2017 at 11.45
a.m. The group was interested in knowing how India’s languagein- education policy addresses diverse needs of the multicultural, multi-lingual society and promote mother tongue
based multilingualism. A presentation on language-ineducation policy was discussed and queries were addressed
with reference to Indian and African language diversity and
multilingualism in school education.

Visitors to NCERT and Foreign Visits by
NCERT faculty
Prof. Sandhya Rani Sahoo visited Germany
to participate in the themed trip “German
School System” from 18-22 September, 2017.
The programme was conducted by the Federal
Foreign Office Visitor’s programme of the
Federal Republic of Germany and was organised
by Goethe Institute.
The objective was to get the first-hand
impression not only about the ‘German School
System’ but also of Germany and its people. They
presented an overview of their school system
and the profile of their teachers. There has
been internal partnerships among the German
Federal States regarding teacher training
(Berlin) textbook research at the George Eckert
Institute, School partnerships, vocational
Education, Foreign Language Instruction in
German Schools. There was mutual exchange
of ideas on the school systems in India and
Germany.

Languages without scripts had no place in the education system. the
result: Gondi, Bhili and Santhali became minority languages because
their population was divided among several states.

