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GENERAL FINANCIAL RULES 2017
Ministry of Finance
Department of Expenditure

GFR12-A
[(See Rule 238 (1)]

FORM OF UTILIZATION CERTIFICATE
FOR AUTONOMOUS BODIES OF THE GRANTEE ORGANIZATION

UTILIZATION CERTIFICATE FOR THE YEAR.......ccovuiiiiniiiiiiieiiineen. in respect
of recurring/non-recurring
GRANTS-IN-AID/SALARIES/CREATION OF CAPITAL ASSETS

1. Name ofthe Scheme

2. Whether recurring or non-recurring grants...
3. Grants position atthe beginning of the Financial year

(i) CashinHand/Bank

(i) Unadjusted advances

(iii) Total
4. Details of grants received, expenditure incurred and closing balances: (Actuals)

Unspent Interest Interest Grant received during Total Expenditure | Closing
Balances of Earned deposited the year Available | incurred Balances
Grants thereon back to funds (5-6)
received the (1+2-

years Govern- 3+4)

[figure as at ment
SI. No.
3 (iii)]
1 2 3 4 5 o) 7
Sanction | Date | Amount
No.
(i) (ii) (iii)

Component wise utilization of grants:

Grant-in-aid- Grant-in-aid- Grant-in-aid—creation Total
General Salary of capital assets

Details of grants position at the end of the year
(i) CashinHand/Bank

(i) Unadjusted Advances

(iii) Total
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GENERAL FINANCIAL RULES 2017
\l Ministry of Finance
Department of Expenditure

m

Certified that | have satisfied myself that the conditions on which grants were sanctioned have been duly fulfilled/are
being fulfilled and that | have exercised following checks to see that the money has been actually utilized for the
purpose for which it was sanctioned:

(i) The main accounts and other subsidiary accounts and registers (including assets registers) are maintained
as prescribed in the relevant Act/Rules/Standing instructions (mention the Act/Rules) and have been duly
audited by designated auditors. The figures depicted above tally with the audited figures mentioned in financial
statements/accounts.

(i) There exist internal controls for safeguarding public funds/assets, watching outcomes and achievements of
physical targets against the financial inputs, ensuring quality in asset creation efc. & the periodic evaluation of
internal controls is exercised to ensure their effectiveness.

(iii) To the best of our knowledge and belief, no transactions have been entered that are in violation of relevant
Act/Rules/standing instructions and scheme guidelines.

(iv) The responsibilities among the key functionaries for execution of the scheme have been assigned in clear terms
and are not general in nature.

(v) The benefits were extended to the intended beneficiaries and only such areas/districts were covered where the
scheme was intended to operate.

(vi) The expenditure on various components of the scheme was in the proportions authorized as per the scheme
guidelines and terms and conditions of the grants-in-aid.

(vii) It has been ensured that the physical and financial performance under................. (name of the scheme has
been according to the requirements, as prescribed in the guidelines issued by Govt. of India and the
performance/targets achieved statement for the year to which the utilization of the fund resulted in outcomes
given at Annexure — | duly enclosed.

(viii)The utilization of the fund resulted in outcomes given at Annexure — Il duly enclosed (to be formulated by the
Ministry/Department concerned as per their requirements/specifications.)

(ix) Details of various schemes executed by the agency through grants-in-aid received from the same Ministry or
from other Ministries is enclosed at Annexure -l (to be formulated by the Ministry/Department concerned as per
their requirements/specifications).

Date:

Place:

Signature Signature

Name EAucamg £ - 203 N s VSIS |

Chief Finance Officer Head of the Organisation

(Head of the Finance)

(Strike out inapplicable terms)

22 AT - T 2026-27
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GUIDELINES

Promotion of Research Attitude in Young And Aspiring Students

PRAYAAS 2026-27

1. Introduction

The young mind of a learner is full of
curiosity and imagination. The innate
characteristic of inquisitiveness is crucial
for a learner to understand concepts in
science better and apply them in real-
life situations to solve problems. Children
may utilise their creative and critical
thinking skills in developing solutions
to societal challenges. They need to be
given opportunities to address societal
challenges and also to create new
knowledge. The National Education Policy
2020 emphasizes the need to encourage
original thinking among students, make
India a global knowledge superpower and
generate new avenues of employment.
To nurture the young innovative minds,
Promotion of Research Attitude in Young
And Aspiring Students (PRAYAAS), was
launched in the year 2023. In continuation,
under the scheme PRAYAAS 2026-27,
DESM, NCERT invites project proposals
from interested school students studying
in grade VIII to XI.

This programme provides
opportunities to the young students to
realize and recognize the importance of
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts, and Mathematics) education in
real-life situations and to foster their
creative imagination. It also helps them
to showcase their scientific potential at
the national level through this scheme,
PRAYAAS. In this context, it is envisaged
that students, under the mentorship of
a science teacher and the guidance of
faculty member/expert from the Higher

PRAYAAS - GUIDELINES 2026-27

Education Institutions (HEIs), which
includes,IndianUniversities,Colleges,PSUs,
Research & Development Laboratories
of government or non-governmental
organisations, Industries, etc. would
propose a project and, if selected, will
study by applying different aspects
of STEAM education in their research
through this project proposal. This will
enable the learners to develop scientific
temper, generate new ideas, prepare
research project proposal and further
implement it for a noble cause. Students
and teachers will be oriented through
this process to explore and develop new
ideas and innovations, and to investigate
how these innovations can provide better
solutions to local or global contemporary
challenges. This programme will engage
the students in learning of scientific
concepts in innovative ways which will
contribute in their holistic development.

PRAYAAS scheme, is a unique programme
whichisaimedatprovidingtheopportunity
to the school students for conducting
year-long research and investigations
and to become acquainted with scientific
methodology and  experimentation.
Anotherdistinctfeature of thisprogramme
is the creation of linkages between school
education and HEls and optimizing
learning-teaching relationship among
student, teacher from schools and expert
from HEI. This programme is aligned with
the spirit of NEP 2020 and focuses on
scientific temper and evidence-based
thinking, creativity and innovativeness,
logical reasoning and problem-solving,
keeping in view the critical issues faced by
the local communities. It also focuses on




‘Experiential Learning’ where the learner
is embedded in learning a concept as
a whole, encompassing all domains of
learning. The PRAYAAS scheme, is the
much-needed impetus in the positive
direction to enhance learning flexibility of
young students.
The Department of Education in Science
and Mathematics, National Council of
Educational Research and Training,
New Delhi, provides a catalytic grant
to nurture original ideas in the areas
of Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics and their possible
intergration with arts (STEAM). The main
objective of this scheme is to promote
Science education and popularise
Science. This is an integrated programme
to enable a school student and a science
teacher to carry out scientific research
in collaboration with an expert from any
discipline of science in HEl who will serve
as a mentor. The scheme will provide a
platform to the budding scientists from
schools of different
S statesandunion
territories  of
India with the
following
| objectives:

» Orienting school students in

science process skills for conducting
research and investigation.

» Developing a scientific temper and
instill  evidence-based science
process skills, innovativeness and
creativity among school students.

» Fostering competencies
school students for carrying
out research and investigation
individually or in groups.

among

» Providing them a platform to
become problem-solvers by
applying scientific methods for

solving societal problems.

» Establishinglinkagesbetweenschool
education and higher education
for optimizing students’ learning for
development of scientific thinking
and skills.

» Developing the competency of
entrepreneurship among students
toward initiating start-ups by
applying scientific process.

1.1 Area covered for the Project
under the PRAYAAS 2026-27

Projects submitted under PRAYAAS must
be unique, free of plagiarism, and should
not be supported by any other initiative
or program of any other funding agency.
It shouldn't be copied, altered, or based
on projects that have been submitted
elsewhere. It is the responsibility
of School and experts from Higher
Education Institutions (HEls) to verify
that their submissions are unique and
not presented under multiple schemes.
PRAYAAS invites project proposals for
carrying out research/investigation on an
original Scientific concept/area such as;

» Identify and study a local problem
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» Investigate a scientific reason behind
a local problem

» Attempt to find a scientific solution
to identified problem.

»  Work on any idea/imaginations/
conceptions that intends to
generate scientific knowledge

Through the scheme, "PRAYAAS" school
students and school teachers along with
a faculty/expert from HElI would carry-
out research work on investigation of a
problem and its research-based solutions
that would contribute to learning of
science or saving of environment, and
so on. A team of maximum two students
of different grades ( for example one
student from grade 11 or 10 along with
another student from grade 8 or 9) and
one teacher in collaboration with one
faculty/expert from HEl (as defined in
Anexure 1) may apply for this scheme with
a project proposal. PRAYAAS student, in
consultation with the teacher, will select
an original idea from various research
areas as elaborated in section 1.1. Schools
are mandated to facilitate the pairing of
the student-student and student-teacher
with an expert from a nearby HEI. An expert

PRAYAAS - GUIDELINES 2026-27

from an HEl in proximity to the school
could be engaged to provide guidance
in utilizing tools and techniques for the
research. The faculty/expert from HEl
and school teachers can provide timely
guidance about all detailed methodology
to PRAYAAS student(s).

1.2 Eligibility Criteria

The eligibility criteria for participation in
this programme are:

For Students

»  The student(s) must be studying in
grade Vil to XI.

» Students from all schools are eligible
to participate in PRAYAAS.

» A group of maximum two students,
along with a teacher at their school,
and an expert from any HEl should
submit a proposal.

» School head should forward only one
proposal for consideration under the
scheme If a school forwards more
than one proposals, all proposals
will summarily be rejected and no
correspondence in this regard will
be entertained.




For Teachers

A qualified Post Graduate Teacher (PGT)
[Trained Graduate Teacher (TGT) or
equivalent who is teaching Science/
Physics/ Chemistry/ Mathematics and
Biology to grade VIl to XI, are eligible
to become a "PRAYAAS" Guide Teacher
under the scheme.

For Expert from an HEI/Technical
Institute:

Experts from any discipline of science
and technology serving in an HEl (listed in
Annexure-|, Part A-Sr. No. 4) are eligible to
be a PRAYAAS expert.

1.3 Project Tenure

The project tenure is for one year from the
date of commencement of the project
in school to completion. Tentative date
of tenure are from 1st September 2026
to 31st August 2027 for PRAYAAS 2026-27.
Heads of Schools and HEls for the selected
projects are expected to facilitate the
project work during the tenure and ensure
completion of the project by the end of
the tenure.

1.4 Research Grant

A grant of total Rs. 50,000/~ (Rupees Fifty
Thousand only) will be given for each
selected research proposal. Out of this
amount, Rs. 10,000/~ will be provided to
the student (Rs. 5,000 each in case of two
students) and Rs. 20,000 each will be given
to the School and HEI as catalytic grant to
facilitate the students in conducting the
research.

The grant will be released in two
installments to the Students/School/ HEls.
The first installment of the grant (half of
the amount) will be released within a
month of the declaration of results and
acceptance by Students/School/ HEL.
The amount will be transferred directly to
the bank account of the school and the
HEI account. School need to disburse the

32

relesed grant to the PRAYAAS student(s).
The second installment will be released
only after the submission of satisfactory
progress report after six months.The
grant amount will be the same regardless
of whether the project is focused on
innovation/manufacturing or knowledge-
based endeavors, as this ensures fairness
and equal opportunity for all projects.
Guidelines for the use of catalytic grant
should be followed strictly.

Contigency for
Students:

Catalytic s ](02800/3
Grant for HEI: N
Rs. 20,000
(40%)
Catalytic
Grant for
School:
Rs. 20,000
(40%)

Distribution of Catalytic Grant between Student,
Teacher, and HEI Expert

1.5 Roles and Responsibilities

In this project, a teacher from the school
will be associated with the student(s)
to guide and supervise in their research
throughout the tenure. An expert from
nearby HEI will be involved as a mentor
to provide technical and experimental
guidance to the students, as well as
to facilitate and support their work in
the laboratory using various tools and
techniques.

The PRAYAAS teacher and the student, in
consultation with the PRAYAAS expert will
choose an original idea from any of the
different research areas given in section
1k

Role of school in managing the research
on the selected proposal is the most
important as a primary source of
guidance and communication for the
students regarding the project proposal.
School Heads are required to make a
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team of student(s), teacher and an expert
from HEl located close to the school could
be involved for the purpose. Everyone in
the research team needs to understand
their individual responsibilities as a team
member. Teachers and Experts from HEls
are required to provide students with the
subjectknowledge and skills neededinthe
project.Schoolmanagementcommitteeis
requiredtomaintain schoolatmosphere
to encourage PRAYAAS student(s) to work
better during survey and while conducting
research with precision research. School
should maintain a record of student(s)
attendance and work hours and send
it at the time of submission of report
along with utilization certificate. Special
emphasis may be given to the children
with special needs.

Special efforts may be made by the
schools to create awareness among the
students about PRAYAAS.

PRAYAAS Student(s) need to perform
experiments/investigation under the
proposed project by a) planning and
discussion with teacher and/or expert
from HEI and ultimately to implement the
project under the scheme. b) following
proper scientific procedures, science
processskillssuchasmakingobservations,
report and record observation, analyse
data, infer, conclude results and discuss
results in application perspectives. As
per the needs, the students may have to
go on field visits or field survey for data
collection and investigation.

In project there should be a clear and
equitable distribution of responsibilities
amongbothstudentsshallbeencouraged.
At the proposal stage, the student group
shall briefly outline individual roles and
responsibilities (such as field work, data
collection, analysis, documentation, or
prototype development.

Schools should encourage the
participation of students from grade VIl
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to Xl, lower-grade students will be given
preference. This approach promotes
multigrade learning. Additionally, It will
also address the issue of transfer of
student from one school to the other, as
the remaining student will continue the
PRAYAAS project if one of them moves to
another school.

PRAYAAS Guide Teacher under the
scheme would need to provide guidance
to PRAYAAS Student in planning of
experiments/investigations to be carried
out. They are required to guide PRAYAAS
Students to follow proper scientific
procedure. They may also help them
scientific method with data analysis and
infer and conclude research for its applied
aspectsincase,if theteacher gets transfer
from one school to the other, school may
propose other qualified science teacher of
school as guide teacher for consideration.
NCERT's decision will be final in this regard.
Mentors from HEls may propagate
the idea into furtherance of research
or provide guidance for error free or
unbiased research andinvestigations and
to work with precision. They are expected
to provide technical and experimental
guidance to PRAYAAS student(s) and
facilitate and guide them in using the
laboratory tools and equipments.

School Heads are expected to contact
and collaborate with HEI and facilitate
learning-teaching relationships of
student(s), teacher and HEI expert..

The HEI Expert shall conduct at least three
structured mentoringinteractions (project
finalisation, mid-term review, and pre-
final review), either online or offline, which
must be documented in a one-page
Mentorship Interaction Log (including
date, mode, and guidance Annexure
XIl.) annexed to the progress report and
countersigned by the HEI Expert.

Head of HEls are expected to support and
facilitate infrastructure in their institutions.




Last date of submission
of application
31July 2026

of Project

Welcome &
Orientation.

Submit all
required forms.

1.6 Important Dates of the
Tentative PRAYAAS Scheme

Date of Announcement of PRAYAAS
scheme:
22 June 2026

Last date of submission of application:
31 July 2026

Screening of applications:
10 August 2026

Jury review and selection of project
proposal:
25 August 2026

Announcement of results:
31 August 2026

Commencement of Project:

05 September 2026

Progress Report (four months after the
date of commencement of the project)
Completion of project:

31 August 2027

Report Submission:
15 September 2027

*Applications received after the last date will

not be considered.

Commencement

05 September 2026

Completion of project
31 August 2027

Report Submission
15 September 2027

Final academic
submission.

Progress review
meeting.

2. Application Procedure
Department of Education in Science and
Mathematics (DESM) is inviting project
proposals under the scheme Promotion
of Research Attitude in Young And
Aspiring Students, PRAYAAS, 2026-27.
The related information is also available
on NCERT website www.ncert.nic.in.
The applicants are required to send
their application and project proposal
which they intend to undertake, online
to email id (prayaas2526@gmail.com
in the prescribed format (Please see
Annexure-l). The format for sending the
application in HTML and PDF format is
given as Annexure-I (complete checklist
provided on the NCERT website may be
referred before submitting the project).
The students who are willing to fill their
applications may download the HTML
format, fill up the entries by typing or
they can download the PDF format and
fill-up the entries by clean hand writting.
After filling-up of the application form,
they may get the form duly signed with
seal in the School Head. Duly typed and
completed applications may be scanned
and sent to prayaas2526@gmail.com

1. While developing the PRAYAAS proposal,
the incumbent should follow proper
scientific principles/methods as given
in the guidelines.
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2. The research proposal should clearly
state the aim, principle, materials
and equipment required (though
tentotive), research methodology that
will be adopted for the study and the
expected outcomes of the research
which they wish to undertake. (Format
for the research proposal is given in the
Annexure-1).

3. The No Objection Certificates
(Annexures-IV and V) should be printed,
filled up, scanned and then be uploaded
online itself. It is to be noted that if two
students are participating as a group,
the Annexures-IV and V need to be filled
in individually for both the students of
the group.

4. Expert from HEI must submit a No-
Objection Certificate duly signed by the
Head/Principal of their Institution.

3. Selection Procedure

3.1 Screening of the entries

After receiving the entries, the project
proposals will be screened by a committee
of experts. The screening process will be
based on the criteria adopted by NCERT
which are following:

1. Originality of the Research proposal
(20%)

2. Scientific Thought/Principle (10%)
3. Scientific Methodology to be followed
for performing Research (10%)

4. The relevance of proposed research for
solving local problems, or the generation
of scientific knowledge (20%

5. Environmental efficacy and sustainability
(20%)

6. Explanation and clarity of the proposed
research project proposal and write
up(20%)

Note: NCERT reserves the

right to alter the criteria for

selection.
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Based on the criteria suggested
above, the entries will be shortlisted for
consideration for next round of selection
for PRAYAAS scheme. It should be noted
that merely fulfilling the eligibility criteria
would not entitle the applicants for being
shortlisted for next round. NCERT reserves
the right to call or not to call a candidate
for a presentation/interview based on
unforseen reasons.

3.2 Call for interview

For the shortlisted entries, the concerned
students and teachers/mentors will be
called by NCERT for online presentation
cum interview.

The logistics for online presentations of the
research proposal needs to be managed
by the respective school authorities (or
systems) at their end. The interview may
be attended by all participating students,
teachers, and the expert from HEls. The
concerned teacher and student(s)
against each screened proposal will
be expected to give a presentation of
five to seven minutes explaining their
project proposal. Soft copy and power
point presentation should be sumbitted
in advance before the date of interview
cum presentation. Name of the student,
affliated school and name of HEl should
be clearly mentioned in the initial slide of
Power Point Presentation.

Presentation can be given with the help of
Power Point Presentations and charts etc.
The presentation will be followed by an
oral discussion/ assessment by the jury.
The project proposal will be evaluated
based on following criteria:

1. Originality of thought about the research
proposal (20%)

2. Clarity of scientific principle behind the
research (10%)

3. Clarity of Scientific Methodology to be
followed for performing Research (10%)

4. Clarity about Relevance of proposed
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research to society and practical

applicability or generation of new
knowledge (20%)
B JECICRty about Environmental

Sustainability and Efficacy (20%)

6. Oral presentation and explanation of the
research project proposal (20%)

3.3 Declaration of Result

The results will be declared soon after the
interviews on the NCERT website.Only 40
presentation cum research proposals
20 from rural (50% government and 50%
non-government schools) and 20 from
urban (50% government and 50% non-
government schools) will be selected
for release of catalytic grant under
PRAYAAS scheme. The notification will be
sent to selected students, guide teacher,
faculty member/expert from HEI, Head of
facilitating school and HEI's administration
through a letter by Email and Indian Postal
Services. Concerned state SCERT, DIET and
DOE will also be informed.

4. Implementation of
PRAYAAS Scheme

Selected PRAYAAS Student(s), PRAYAAS
Teacher and PRAYAAS Expert from HEI will
be nominated and catalytic grants will be
released to facilitating schools and HEls

4.1 Acceptance of Catalytic Grant
The catalytic grants under PRAYAAS
scheme will be given to the selected
applicants by a formal letter giving
details of the catalytic grant and the
terms and conditions for their utilization.
The offer should be availed immediately
from within the last date mentioned in
the Award Letter and acceptance letter
should be sent back to the mail id of
PRAYAAS scheme prayaas2526@gmail.
com through School Head.
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4.2 Release of Catalytic Grant for

Selected Projects

a. After receiving the necessary documents as
mentioned in the award letter, through the
school/Institution duly forwarded by the
Principal/ Head of the school/Institution
in whose favour the catalytic grant is to be
released, the first installment of the catalytic
grant will be released.

b. The catalytic grant money will be transferred
through Direct Bank Transfer mode to the
concerned school and HEI administration.

c. Subsequent installment will be made
after on receipt of duly signed Utilisation
Certificate by concerned School Head and
Head of Higher Education Institution.

d. School Head needs to maintain the records
of attendance of PRAYAAS students and
teachers and facilitate their visits to concerned
HEI in consultation with the expert.

4.3 Conducting Research
Immediately  after  receiving the
acceptance letter, the PRAYAAS Student
may start working onthe proposed project.
They do not need to wait for release of
catalytic grants. The first installment
will be released in due course of time.
PRAYAAS student(s) may make work plan
to complete the work in collaboration
with PRAYAAS guide teacher and PRAYAAS
expert from HEIl. They are expected to
utilize minimum 5 to 7 hours per week on
the project. For conducting the research
and investigate work in HEl laboratory,
they may utilize 10 bagless days, winter
and summer vacation also.

4.4 Use of catalytic Grant and
submission of utilization

certificate
The catalytic grant provided to schools
and HEls may be utilised for various
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requirements for project work to be
undertaken. Part of this catalytic grant
may be used for stationary, purchase
of books, travel expenditure for data

collection and small consumables
required for performing experiments,
such as; non-poisonous, non-toxic

chemicals, laboratory related glasswares,
science kit, and other consumables and
non-consumable etc, related to the
research work in the purposed study. Non-
consumable once purchased will be the
property of respective laboratory during
and after the completion of the project.

It must be noted that the catalytic grant cannot
be used for taking membership of scientific
associations and organisations.

The budget for catalytic grant utilized
must be submitted by the science
teacher of Schools and experts from HEls
by submitting utilization certificate may
be obtained from the concerned Head
of the Schools and Head of HEI. However,
school Head must certify the utilization of
money by the PRAYAAS student is given in
the Annexure-ViI.

Utilization Certificate for the catalytic
grant of both instalments have to be
submitted for the full sanctioned amount
under PRAYAAS Scheme. In cases where
the UC has been submitted for a partial
amount, the remaining unutilized funds
must be returned to the NCERT with Unique
Transaction Reference (UTR).

The UC for the catalytic grant must
be submitted within 15 days from the
date of release of the grant so that
all formalities may be completed in
time and unnecessary delays may be
avoided. Timely submission of the UC is
essential for completing administrative
and academic formalities related to the
scheme. Delays in the submission of the
Utilization Certificate adversely affect the
smooth conduct of the scheme.
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The Utilization Certificate (UC) have to be
submitted in GFR-12 format is given in the
Annexure-VII. Kindly download it, fill it, and
send the completed Utilization Certificate
separately for both the School and the HEI.
School/HEls need to submit UC of the total
amount.. The non-utilised amount (if any)
needs to be refunded in NCERT account.
The second installment shall be released
only upon submission of the Utilization
Certificate (UC) for the first installment.
The HEI that does not require financial
support must submit a NO Objection
Certificate (NOC) in the prescribed format
stated in (Annexure-VIi).

4.5 Submission of Progress

Report

The preparation of progress report on the
research work done shall be an essential
part of the students’ work. The students
shall submit their research progress
report after four months in the prescribed
format (Annexure-1X). A team of experts
designated by NCERT may review the
progress of the project and decide the
timeline for two online and one offline
formal interactions with each of the
PRAYAAS team members. The offline
meeting will be done at the work place of
the PRAYAAS team either in school or at
HEI as per the convenience of the team.
The feedback and suggestions will be
provided by NCERT to team PRAYAAS and
will be conveyed to the individual PRAYAAS
team. It is essential to provide latest and
complete information about ongoing
research. The results (outcomes) should
be presented quantitatively in Tables/
Figures and discussed qualitatively in
terms of the fulfilment of objectives
and conclusions drawn should also be
given. Further planning of research for
completing the tenure may also be given
in the progress report. Fragmentary or
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partial or incomplete reports shall not be
entertained. PRAYAAS Guide teacher and
school shall bring out her/his assessment
report sharing the originality and initiative
of the PRAYAAS student in carrying out the
research work. Format for the progress
report is given in the Annexure-IX.

4.6. Submission of Final Technical
Report

Final technical report is important for the
students in reflecting all the hard work
and investigation they have carried out.
Thus, it is important to write the report in
a presentable and disciplined manner. It
will make the result more comprehensible
to the readers. The prescribed format for
writing the final technical report is given
in the (Annexure-X) and should be strictly
adhere to while writing the report. The final
technical report should duly acknowledge
financial assistance for the project from
NCERT. The final technical report needs to
be submitted within 15 days of completion
of project deadline. The research work
submission should be accompanied by
the submission of Proforma talking about
the details regarding the Research work
(Annexure-1l) and the declaration for
originality of research (refer Annexure-Xi).
Attendance record duly signed by school
head and PRAYAAS mentor of HEI must
accompany the report.

Schools should conduct plagiarism
checks prior to mid-term and final
reports to ensure academic integrity,
nurture students to cite and attribute
correctly and ethically, and encourage
the publication of their project work with
the help of teacher/HEI Expert.

All photographs, videos, and the final
project report must be submitted within
one year from the date of project initiation.
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Institutionalising Learning from
Failure:

The final project reports should
mandatorily include a short section on:

» Troubleshooting
» What did not work as expected
» Possible reasons

» Learnings and future directions

This encourages risk-taking, creativity,
and authentic scientific practice. It
ensures that research is not branded
as success-only model.

5. General Terms and
conditions

5.1 Obligations and commitments
The PRAYAAS Student:

1. Once the student accepts the project
and joins, it is necessary for her/ him to
continue the research for the tenure of
the project.

2. Each PRAYAAS student needs to fill the
consent form duly signed by her/his
parents/guardian and a no- objection
certificate duly signed by the Principal
of the school.

3. Once the project is accepted and
work is initiated by the team under
the scheme, the project should not
be discountinued without the prior
approval of the NCERT. In case any of
the students wishes to discontinue the
project prior to completion of the tenure,
on attainment of original objectives
of research, she/he must submit the
letter to NCERT through the school one
month in advance, indicating specific
reasons for not continuing the project.
The project shall be terminated from
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the date stipulated in the NCERT letter
by approval of the reasons given by
PRAYAAS team.

The student(s) must maintain a daily
record of her/his research work in a
separate notebook.

The student(s) must also maintain a
diary for writing his/her daily-expenses
related to the project.

During the tenure of the research study,
the student shall correspond with
NCERT only through the school with the
approval of the Principal of the school.

PRAYAAS Teacher:

1.

Schools have to designate a teacher of
concerned subject to the students at the
time of submitting project proposal to
help them in their research work.

PRAYAAS teacher has to maintain
an attendance register for PRAYAAS
student(s).

Schools have to ensure that the activity
may be carried out by the teacher
and student(s) as beyond classroom
activity or may also get extra time period
in school or in laboratories of HEI to
work on this project with all safety and
precautions. PRAYAAS teacher should
guide PRAYAAS student(s) to take proper
safety precaution while undertaking any
research activity.

During the students’ visit to the HEI or
any other visit related to the project,
teacher may accompany the students.

At the end of the duration of the project,
the teachers will get a certificate from
NCERT for their contribution in the

research work.

The HEIs/Expert:

1.

Higher Education Institutions (HEIs)
needs to designate an expert of the
concerned subject from their institution
to guide the students at the time of
submitting project proposal.
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Expert from HEl may use her/ his own
lab or any other lab of the institution for
providing guidance to the student(s).

Expert(s) are expected to help the
students in the experimental work
involved.

To ensure that the Higher Education
Institution (HEI) supports the student’s
research efforts, NCERT additionally
requests for a No Objection Certificate
(NOC).

5.2 Further Motivations

1.

Project work of PRAYAAS Student (s),
PRAYAAS Guide Teachers and PRAYAAS
Expert from HEI along with their names
will be uploaded on the web portal of
PRAYAAS.

Work done by PRAYAAS Student (s)
may also be showcased in Rashtriya
Bal Vaigyanik Pradarshani (RBVP) and
other suitable events.

Upon successful completion of the
project, Certificates of Merit will be
issued to the successful students.

A PRAYAAS compendium will be
developed and published on the NCERT
website, and technical reports will also
be compiled and published.

Projects that demonstrate significant
scientific value with unique ideas
may be extended for one year with
the same financial support (Catalytic
Grant), subject to the approval of the
Jury Committee. If a student, after
working on a PRAYAAS project for one
year, completes their school education
and moves on to higher education, the
project can be formally transferred to
an interested group of junior students
from the same school. Furthermore, the
original students will be recognized as
“Founding Contributors” in all records.
For the above, the decision of NCERT
shall be final.




6. NCERT would identify and facilitate
selected projects with high potential
for solving social issues, enabling
research ideas to transform into
solutions with startup support. In this
regard, government initiatives such as
the National Innovation Council may be
approached for implementation.

5.3 Publication of Project Work

The results of the project work may be
published in standard refreed journals at
the discretion of the student(s) teacher
and expert. It should be ensured that the
assistance provided by NCERT is always
acknowledged in all such publication(s).
Soft and hard copy of the published
research papers should be sent to NCERT.
The PRAYAAS team must acknowledge the
support of NCERT in any of the publication
patent out of this Project work.

The research work carried out under
PRAYAAS will be evaluated by the
Intellectual Property (IP) cell of NCERT.

5.4 Other terms and conditions

1. PRAYAAS (Promotion of Research Attitude
in Young And Aspiring students) is a
connecting link between the students
and NCERT. NCERT will be sending the

details of the scheme and the related
updates to the schools. Schools are
required to be up-to-date with the new
updates and disseminate them to the
students.

NCERT will bear no responsibility for any
force emergency incident during the
project activity.

NCERT may send, whenever considered
necessary, its officers for reviewing
the reseorch/investigotion under
the PRAYAAS scheme in schools and
Institutes where the students are
studying and working.

In all matters, decision taken by NCERT
will be final.

. The tenure of the selected projects

under the PRAYAAS scheme is one year.
In general, only the project proposals
that can be completed in one year will
be considered under the scheme. Tenure
of the project may be considered for
extension on the basis of geographical
location(s) of the school. In this case no
extra amount in the form of catalytic
grant will be paid.

. Grievances can be addressed through

the e-mail mentioned in the guidelines.




Anhexure-I

APPLICATION PROFORMA FOR PROMOTION OF RESEARCH
ATTITUDE IN YOUNG AND ASPIRING FOR STUDENTS (PRAYAAS)
SCHEME, 2026-27

APPLICATION PROFORMA

Guide Expert from

Student 1 Student 2 Teacher HEI

Photograph of Student(s), Teacher and HEI Expert

Part A. Personal Details

1. Student Details
Number of students involved in the project: ..........

a. Name of student:
E-mail .................... L Contact NO....ooii i
Age..oooiiiiiiiiin. Class ..oovvvviiiiinannn. Category

b Name of student (in case of two students, detail of two students may be filled in):
Email...............ooi ContaCt NO....ovviiiiiiiiii e
Age...ooiiiiiiiiiin. Class ..oovviiiiiinannn. Category ......ccovvvvnnnnn..

Name 0f SChOOL. .....o.eiie e e e e e e e e s
Address of school
Contact number 0f SChOOL. .. ....coiiiiiie e e e
SChoOl-Id (UDISE). ...ttt et sra e e e e e
Type of school (a) Rural/Urban..............cooiiiiiieeee e e e e

(b) Government / Private

Name of the Principal of SChOOL............cooiiiii e e
Board to which school is Affiliated. ..ot e
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2. Teacher’s Details
Q. INAIME OF TEACKET ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaaens

b. Designation and Contact INO ........oouiiriiiiiei e e e ee e,
C. Bl o et e

€. SPECIALISALION. ... evieiiiiee ettt ettt e et e e ettt e e e te e e eeabeeeeabeeestbeeeenbaeeesasaeeenseeeenseeeenneeas

3. Name of School (with Postal Address).................cocoooovoiiiiioeieeeeeeeeee e

Village/ TOWN/CItY ....o.viieriiienieneeiienieneesieeieen e ee e DISTIICE L

4. Details of Expert from HEI (Universities, Colleges, PSUs, Research &
Development Laboratories of Government or Non-Government Organisations,
Industries)

a. NAME OF EXPOIL: oottt e ebe e e e aae e e e naee e anaeeens
b. DIESIZNALION ....iiiiieiiiieeiieeeiieeiee ettt e et e et e st eeteeeaeeetaeeteeessae e sseessseensseensseenssaensseens
C. Name Of HEL ... e et e e e e
(FUIL AQAIESS) ..ttt ettt e et e e e ab e e etbeeeeabaeeeensaeesnsaeeesseaanns

Village/ Town/City .......c.ooevieeviiieiiieeeee e DISETICE e
State. . ..o e eee s e e PINCOAE.
E-mail.........oooiiiee e Contact NOL L
d. Qualification .........ccoeeiviiiiieeiiiee e

e. Subject SpecialiSation ...........cceeveeeeieeniieeiieeee e
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Part B. Project Proposal

Title of the Project Proposal ..o
Origin/Genesis of the Idea (Maximum 50 words)
Background (Maximum 150 words)

Objectives (Maximum 2-3 objectives) (Maximum 50 words)
Relevance of the proposal to society (Maximum 100 words)
Scientific Principal (Maximum 150 words)
Research Methods (Maximum 200 words)

Time line (three months)

® NV R -

Work to be Work to be
undertaken completed

S. No. Month

9. Practical applicability of the project proposal (Maximum 100 words)
10.  Learning by scientific approach (Maximum 100 words)
11.  Conclusion (Maximum 100 words)

12.  References
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Annexure-Ii

Declaration by PRAYAAS Student(s)

This is to certify that

» 1/We agree to abide by the terms and conditions of the Catalytic grant provided by NCERT
under PRAYAAS scheme.

» 1/We did not submit this or a similar project proposal elsewhere for financial support.

» 1I/We will undertake and complete the research work proposed by us within the proposed
tenure and submit the report in the given format on time.

Signature Student 1 Signature Student 2 Signature of Guide
Teacher

Endorsement Signature of School Head with Seal and Date
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Annexure-iil

ENDORSEMENT FROM SCHOOL HEAD

(ON OFFICIAL LETTER-HEAD)

1. Thisistocertifythattheprojectproposaltitled........ ...

has not been submitted to any other agency/agencies for any kind of financial support

2.  The school welcomes participation of MS./MI.......oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e

student and Teacher Dr./Mr. MIIS. .....ccccooviiniieiiieiieeieeieeieeeee Designation...............
from................ schoolunderthementorshipofProf./Dr................ooooiiiiiiiii .
Of college/ university / institute / research

laboratories/ industry (PSU) /government/non-government) (HEI).

3. The school will provide the basic facilities and infrastructure facilities for PRAYAAS
Student to carry out the proposed project work.

4.  The school will facilitate the guide teacher to support the PRAYAAS student to conduct the
research/ investigation related to proposed project under the PRAYAAS scheme.

Signature of School Head with Seal with date
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Annexure-I1V

ENDORSEMENT FROM HEAD OF THE Higher Education Institutions
(ON OFFICIAL LETTER-HEAD)

. The institute welcomes participation Of MS./MI.........c.ouiiiiiiiiiiii it
......... student and Teacher Dr./Mr./Mrs.............cooviiiiiviiienieenenenDesignation. ...
from................ school under the mentorship of Prof./Dr. ...
Of e college/ university / institute / research laboratories/

industry (PSU)/government/non-government) (HEI) in the the project proposal titled

. The Institute will provide the basic facilities and infrastructure facilities for PRAYAAS Student
to carry out the proposed project work.

Signature of Executive Authority of Institute/ University with Seal and date
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Anhexure—-V

CONSENT FORM

*To be filled individually by Parent/Guardian of student

(separate in case of two students)

Guardian of ..ot e, , student of class ........ , Of i,
................................................................................................. School, hereby give my consent for
her/his participation of in the Research work under ‘Promoting Research Attitude in Young And
Aspiring Students (PRAYAAS) 2026-27" scheme of 2026-27 organized by National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT), New Delhi. In case if her/his Project proposal is
selected, s/he will abide by all the rule and norm of NCERT.

Signature of the Parent/Guardian
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Annexure-VIi

STUDENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & RECEIPT OF FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE

hereby acknowledge that I have received financial assistance/scholarship support of X5,000/-
(%2,500/- per student) frOM ...c...eeruiiiiiiiiieiiie e

I confirm that the above-mentioned amount has been received by me/my parent or guardian

and the information provided above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature Student 1 Signature of Guide Teacher

Signature Student 2 Signature of School Head
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Annexure-ViIil

GENERAL FINANCIAL RULES 2017

Ministry of Finance
Department of Expenditure

GFR12-A
[(See Rule 238 (1)]

FORM OF UTILIZATION CERTIFICATE
FOR AUTONOMOUS BODIES OF THE GRANTEE ORGANIZATION

UTILIZATION CERTIFICATE FOR THE YEAR........iiiiiiiiiniiiiiccene, in respect
of recurring/non-recurring
GRANTS-IN-AID/SALARIES/CREATION OF CAPITAL ASSETS

1. Name ofthe SCheme......coouiiiiiiiii e
2. Whether recurring or NON-recurring grantS........o..eeeueeeereeenieeneeeieeneesveenieens
3. Grants position at the beginning of the Financial year

(i) CashinHand/Bank

(i) Unadjusted advances

(iii) Total
4. Details of grants received, expenditure incurred and closing balances: (Actuals)

Unspent Interest Interest Grant received during Total Expenditure | Closing
Balances of Earned deposited the year Available | incurred Balances
Grants thereon back to funds (5-6)
received the (1+2-

years Govern- 3+4)

[figure as at ment
SI. No.
3 (iii)]
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Sanction | Date | Amount
No.
i) (i) (iii)

Component wise utilization of grants:

Grant-in-aid— Grant-in-aid— Grant-in-aid—creation Total
General Salary of capital assets

Details of grants position at the end of the year
(i) CashinHand/Bank

(i) Unadjusted Advances

(i) Total
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GENERAL FINANCIAL RULES 2017
Ministry of Finance
Department of Expenditure

Certified that | have satisfied myself that the conditions on which grants were sanctioned have been duly fulfilled/are
being fulfilled and that | have exercised following checks to see that the money has been actually utilized for the
purpose for which it was sanctioned:

(i) The main accounts and other subsidiary accounts and registers (including assets registers) are maintained
as prescribed in the relevant Act/Rules/Standing instructions (mention the Act/Rules) and have been duly
audited by designated auditors. The figures depicted above tally with the audited figures mentioned in financial
statements/accounts.

(ii) There exist internal controls for safeguarding public funds/assets, watching outcomes and achievements of
physical targets against the financial inputs, ensuring quality in asset creation etc. & the periodic evaluation of
internal controls is exercised to ensure their effectiveness.

(iii) To the best of our knowledge and belief, no transactions have been entered that are in violation of relevant
Act/Rules/standing instructions and scheme guidelines.

(iv) The responsibilities among the key functionaries for execution of the scheme have been assigned in clear terms
and are not general in nature.

(v) The benefits were extended to the intended beneficiaries and only such areas/districts were covered where the
scheme was intended to operate.

(vi) The expenditure on various components of the scheme was in the proportions authorized as per the scheme
guidelines and terms and conditions of the grants-in-aid.

(vii) It has been ensured that the physical and financial performance under................. (name of the scheme has
been according to the requirements, as prescribed in the guidelines issued by Govt. of India and the
performance/targets achieved statement for the year to which the utilization of the fund resulted in outcomes
given at Annexure — | duly enclosed.

(viii)The utilization of the fund resulted in outcomes given at Annexure — Il duly enclosed (to be formulated by the
Ministry/Department concerned as per their requirements/specifications.)

(ix) Details of various schemes executed by the agency through grants-in-aid received from the same Ministry or
from other Ministries is enclosed at Annexure —Il (to be formulated by the Ministry/Department concerned as per
their requirements/specifications).

Date:

Place:

Signature Signature

NAME. ..ot NOME..ceiiiiiiiiiiiee e
Chief Finance Officer Head of the Organisation

(Head of the Finance)

(Strike out inapplicable terms)
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Annexure-ViIiil

NO OBJECTION CERTIFICATE (NOC) FROM HEAD OF THE HIGHER
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES
(on letterhead)

(For Non Requirement of Financial Assistance under PRAYAAS Scheme)

1. This is to certify that the project proposal titled “................oooiiiiiiiiiiii

2. The institute welcomes participation of Ms./MT. ........cooviiiiiiiiieee i
student and Dr./Mr./MIrS. ...oooieieiieii ... Post Graduate Teacher

college/ university / institute / research laboratories/ industry (PSU/
government/non-government) (HEI) in the project proposal titled

13 2

3. The Institute confirms that it will provide all necessary basic facilities and
infrastructure for the PRAYAAS student to carry out the proposed project work without
availing any financial assistance or funding from NCERT or the PRAYAAS scheme.

Signature of Executive Authority of Institute/University with Seal and Date
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Annhexure-IX

FORMAT FOR THE PROGRESS REPORT

1. The progress report must be submitted by the student(s) after three months of date
of start of tenure of PRAYAAS. The report should be prepared under the following
headings and required content under them:

S.No. Section

1 Summary

3 Introduction and Objectives

5 Principle

Results (till the progress report submission)

7
9
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Anhexure-X

Format for Final Technical Report

S.No. Section Content
Write words of gratitude towards the institutions involved
1 Acknowledgement | and the people who helped you in some way throughout

the research.

2 Abstract Write a brief summary of your research work.

Write about the background of the research while giving
elaborate description of facts like principle, reactions,
3 Introduction equations, and data etc. and relevance of the research in
the community/society; also write about your motivation/
reason to do the research.

4 Objectives Write the aim(s) of your research in clear words.

Write the procedure/approach/method in stepwise and clear
words; Write about the research methods you have used in
the research. You can also use other creative way to write
the procedure.

5 Methodology

Write about the findings about your research in easy
and comprehensible way to make it easy for readers to
understand; You can also use the tables and flowcharts etc.
in this section.

6 Results

Write about the conclusion you have drawn from the result.
What does the result conclude? Summarize your research
work here with the methodologies used and then you can
. write the reasons behind your obtained result; Also write
Conclusion/ : .
7 : : about how the research will be relevant for the community/
Discussion . . . . S
society. If your result is not in line with your objective, then
you can write about the possible reasons for the outcomes.
Also write about some recommendation that you can give
for this project.

Write all the citations of references that you have used
8 References while doing the research work. The citation can be given in
the latest APA format.
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Annexure-XIi

Declaration Form

CERTIFICATE OF ORIGINALITY

hereby declare that the submitted Research work is our original creative work/modified
form of available work and to the best of our knowledge, this work has never been done/
developed by any other person in this form.

Signature Student 1 Signature of Guide Teacher

Signature Student 2 Signature of HEI Expert

PRAYAAS - GUIDELINES 2026-27




Annexure-Xii
Interaction Proforma for PRAYAAS Team

(Student, Teacher and HEI Expert)

Name and class of Students:.............oooooviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeees e
NaAME OF SCROOL: ...ttt e e st e et eenseeenee
Name of GUIAE TEACKET: .......cccuiiiiiieiieeiie e e e sae e seseesnseeenseas
NamMe OFf HEL EXPEIt: ©ooioeiiiiiiiieee ettt ettt et e e e et eeesnsaeeenaeeeens
Name of HEI/INSHEULION: ....oiiiiiiiiieiieeie ettt ettt st e e e eeee e

Guidance / Key

Interaction Offline) Stage of Mentoring Suggean](;IIlsE I),(I[.)Oe‘ll‘ltded by

Date of Mode (Online/

S. No.

1 Project

Commencement

2 Mid-Term Review

3 Pre-Final Review

Signature Student 1 Signature of Guide Teacher

Signature Student 2 Signature of HEI Expert
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