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FOREWORD

The book The Spark and The Ebb: Exploring the Quit India Movement from the
Pages of a Treasured Repository is dedicated to the freedom fighters who laid
down their lives for the attainment of Swaraj. The journey towards freedom
encompassed several movements that preceded the Quit India Movement.
In this movement, the commitment to swadeshi, swaraj, satyagraha, and
ahimsa was once again evident in people’s participation. The movement was
led by both well-known and lesser-known individuals who fought against
all odds with the vision of securing independence from the colonial yoke.
Its strength lay in the active participation of men, women, and students of
all ages, united by a deep commitment and passion to attain freedom at
any cost. “Do or Die” became a guiding mantra, followed even at the cost of
their lives. Neither imprisonment nor death diminished their courage and
confidence. Thus, many of the freedom fighters who participated in the Quit
India Movement became legendary figures of their times and for generations
to come. Their heroic deeds continue to inspire people even today.

The genesis of this movement, popularly known as the August Kranti,
lay in the severe economic hardships faced by the people during World War
I1, particularly the sharp rise in the prices of essential commodities and the
failure of the Cripps Mission to grant complete independence. Together,
these factors provoked widespread public anger against the colonial
administration. The attainment of swaraj—and swaraj alone—became
a non-negotiable demand put forward by the leaders and wholeheartedly
supported by the people. As the movement spread across the country, it
assumed a truly pan-Indian character. Women from different regions stepped
forward to assume leadership roles in their respective areas. Support also
came from beyond India’s borders through the young women and girls of
the Rani of Jhansi Regiment, which was constituted by Subhas Chandra Bose.

Interestingly, students across the country became pillars of the movement.
Driven by enthusiasm and patriotism, they boycotted shops selling foreign
cloth, participated in the burning of imported textiles, and sang patriotic
songs, including Vande Mataram. They hoisted the national flag on important
government buildings and promoted the use of khadi. In the process, many
of them attained martyrdom.
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Although the colonial administration ruthlessly suppressed the Quit India
Movement, the spirit of resistance and the aspiration for swaraj continued
to simmer, finding expression in subsequent events and developments that
shaped the course of India’s freedom struggle.

The present book embodies the philosophy of the National Education
Policy 2020 by instilling in learners a deep-rooted pride in being Indian—
not only in thought, but also in spirit, intellect, and deeds—and by helping
them develop the knowledge, skills, values, and dispositions necessary to
become responsible and committed members of their families, communities,
states, and the nation. The contributions made by freedom fighters in various
movements will help nurture patriotic feelings and foster appreciation for
the sacrifices they made in their pursuit of swaraj.

The present book provides a brief pictorial glimpse of the Quit India
Movement and highlights the roles played by well-known and lesser-known
women, students, and members of the Rani of Jhansi Regiment. Accounts of
legislative debates and the sufferings endured by freedom fighters in prisons
form an important part of this book. To engage students’ interest in this
movement, the book also includes cartoons, messages from police wireless
monitoring reports, and the journey of the national flag. Khadi, as a symbol
of self-reliance, is also featured in this work. To promote interest in philately,
a section is devoted to stamps showcasing personalities and events associated
with India’s freedom struggle. The journey of the Indian national flag also
forms an important part of the present volume.

NCERT appreciates the hardwork of the coordinator and the team of
experts who diligently contributed toward the finalisation of this work. I
hope that all its users, including teacher educators, teachers, and students,
will find it useful and engaging.

DINESH PRASAD SAKLANI

22 July 2026 Director
New Delhi National Council of Educational
Research and Training, New Delhi
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PREFACE

The present book is a rich reservoir of material drawn from primary and
secondary historical sources, highlighting an important movement popularly
known as the Quit India Movement or August Kranti. As it spread across the
country, the movement acquired a pan-Indian character, bringing together
people of all age groups and from diverse backgrounds. It drew inspiration
from the clarion call of Mahatma Gandhi, “Do or Die” (“Karo Ya Maro”),
delivered at Gowalia Tank Maidan in Bombay.

The movement witnessed enthusiastic participation from students,
men, and women across different regions of the country, who contributed
in a variety of ways. They took part in Prabhat Pheris, circulated patriotic
messages, sang Vande Mataram, wore khadi, and spun the charkha. In some
provinces, acts of violent protest also occurred, including the burning of
railway stations, picketing of shops selling foreign goods, bonfires of foreign
clothes, and other forms of resistance.

In developing this book, visual and textual materials have been sourced
from several institutions, including the National Archives of India, the
Prime Ministers’ Museum and Library, and the libraries of Banaras Hindu
University, the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT), and the Marwari Library, Delhi. The postage stamps featured in
this volume have been sourced from the Department of Posts, Ministry of
Communications, Government of India. The visuals included in this collection
have been prepared by Yashwant Srivastava and Abhishek Singh. The typing
work was carried out by Rohit, Typist (Contractual); the layout design was
undertaken by T. Manghokam Haokip and Geeta Mehra, Graphic Designers
(Contractual); and the formatting of the book was done by Mohammad
Rijwan, DTP Operator (Contractual).

On the occasion of the celebration of the 150th anniversary of Vande
Mataram, this work is a fitting tribute to all the freedom fighters who
sacrificed their lives for India’s independence from colonial rule.

The present book is a rich collection of people, events, experiences,
and the various methods adopted to challenge the foundations of colonial
administration. In this context, materials have been collected from
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primary sources available at the National Archives of India and the Teen
Murti Library.

The themes covered in this book include: The Women Legend Makers:
The Luminaries; The Lesser-known Women of Courage and Conviction;
The Rani of Jhansi Regiment; Participation of Youth: Highlighting Their
Passion for a Cause; A Closer Look at Some Suspended Publications; Creative
Literary Expositions: Sprinkling Patriotic Fervour; Saga of Patriotism: The
Freedom Fighters and the Jail; Legislative Debates on Jails: Selected Excerpts;
Symbolic Methods of Protest: Igniting the Spirit; Khadi: A Symbol of Self-
Reliance and Freedom from Colonial Exploitation; Cartoons Symbolising
Humour and Pathos; The Role of Technology in Disseminating Patriotic
Messages; Transmission from India: The Police Wireless Monitoring Reports;
Philately; A Journey of the Flag of India; and The Spatial and Spiritual Notion
of the Nation.

It is hoped that this collection will motivate teachers and students to
undertake research and create scholarly works by compiling materials
from locally available resources, thereby discovering both well-known and
lesser-known freedom fighters from their respective regions.

I express my heartfelt gratitude to all the experts and to Bharti Pandey,
Harleen Kaur, and Deepika Shukla, Junior Project Fellows, Department of
Education in Social Sciences (DESS), for their valuable assistance in finalising
this book.

Also, please note the material presented in this publication has been
compiled from various primary and secondary historical sources for
educational and academic purposes. Every effort has been made to ensure
accuracy and proper acknowledgement of sources. Any inadvertent omission
or error may kindly be brought to the notice of NCERT for correction in
subsequent editions.

Suggestions are welcome at any stage.

GOURI SRIVASTAVA

Dean (Academic) and Head, DESS,
National Council of Educational
Research and Training, New Delhi

()
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‘Vande Mataram’— the Inspirational Clarion Call
Invoking the Spirit of Patriotism

‘Vande Mataram’ or ‘Mother I bow to thee’—the National Song was written by
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay in Sanskrit and Bengali, and was published
in his novel, Anandamath. It was a powerful symbol, reflecting

patriotism and passion during the freedom struggle of India.
It was sung by children of all age groups and was also a popular
rallying point for men and women, who sang this song during
various occasions in resisting the colonial rule. In all the historic
movements for Independence, it was sung with utmost fervour
and enthusiasm, igniting the spirit for the attainment of swaraj.
On 24 January 1950, ‘Vande Mataram’ was officially designated
as the National Song with equal status to the National Anthem.
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National Song

VANDE MATARAM

Vandé Mataram, Vandé Mataram.
Sujalam suphalam malayaja-sheetalam,
Shasya-Shyamalam Mataram.
Vandé Mataram.

Phull ita dri dala-shobhi

Sukhad.ém varadam Mataram. )
Vandé Mataram.

Koti-koti kantha kal-kal ninada karale,
Koti-koti bhujairdhrita kharkarvale,
Ke bole Ma tumi abale,
hubaladharineen ami tarineem,

Ripudala-varineem Mataram.
Vandé Mataram.

Tumi vidya, tumi dharma,
Tumi hrdi, tumi marma,
Tvam hi pranah shareere
Bahute tumi Ma shakti,
Hrdaye tumi Ma bhakti,
i pratima gadi di dire.
Vandé Mataram.

Tvam hi Durga dasha-praharana-dharinee,
Kamala kamala-dala-viharinee,
Vanee vidya-dayinee,

Namami tvam namami kamalam,
Amalam atulam,

Sujalam suphalam Mataram.

Vandé Mataram.

Shyamalam saralam susmitam bhaghitam,
Dharaneem bharaneem Mataram.
Vandé Mataram, Vandé Mataram.
Yl

I,

Source: Celebrating 150 years of the immortal composition
https://vandemataram150.in/download?category=Lyrics
Ministry of Culture, Government of India
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INTRODUCTION

The Quit India Movement of 1942, popularly known as
the August Kranti, drew people from all walks of life
to achieve complete swaraj. The slogan, “Do or Die”,
mobilised men, women, and students to participate
in this historic movement selflessly, even at the cost of
their lives. Women, in particular, became the pillars of
the movement; a few of them—some known and some
lesser-known—Ileft their imprint on the pages of history.
The genesis of the movement lies in the failure of the
Cripps Mission to grant complete independence to the
people of India. As the movement spread, it acquired a
pan-India characteristic, wherein non-violent methods
gained popularity, and the charkha and khadi became
the rallying points. ‘Vande Mataram’ became the clarion
call, igniting people to participate in the struggle for
complete independence from colonial rule. Several
literary creative expositions helped ignite patriotic
fervour and encouraged participation for the cause.

‘Karo ya Maro’ (‘Do or Die’)
Some excerpts from the slogan are as follows:

1. Acknowledge no authority save that of the people.

2. Do not cooperate with the government.

3. Disorganise the government machinery.

4. All factories, mills, colleges, markets, etc., must
remain closed till freedom is won.

5. Persuade Indian Army, the Police and government
servants to disobey government orders and suspend
their duties.
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6. Organise mass picketing of the Government offices
and courts; do not allow the Government machinery
to function at any cost.

7. Dislocate all means of government transport and
commerce. Cut telephone and telegraph wires,
and stop trains to impede or hamper military
movements.

8. Organise masses. Carry the Congress message to the
villages. Ask them not to pay rent and taxes. Ask
them to fight against the Government.

9. Form processions and hold meetings in cities and
villages.

10. The slogans ‘Quit India’, ‘We are free’, ‘Inqilab
zindabad’ and ‘Azadi ya Maut’ should be written
everywhere. The National Flag must be hoisted.

11. Circulate news of the people’s revolution by all
possible means, such as wall writing, ground
writing, word of mouth propaganda and leaflets.
When India is free, people’s sufferings will be amply
rewarded. Confiscated property will be returned to
the National Government.

6@%
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WOMEN LEGEND MAKERS =
THE LUMINARIES

Introduction

The women luminaries who led the Quit India Movement
came from diverse backgrounds. Some came from the
families who were well aware of colonial policies and
their exploitative nature. Few of them came from social
reformist families. They were educated and fearless in
attacking the symbols of power. They provided leadership
to several events and happenings that took place during
the Quit India Movement. The women leaders of this
movement are discussed in this chapter.

Woman is sactifice personified. "f
When she does a thing in

the right spirit, she moves mountains.
1 We have misused our women.

We have possibly neglected them.

But the spinning wheel,
thank God, is fransforming them

‘ And when all the leaders and
\ others who are in the good books of /

the Government have been

honoured with imprisoned, S
T | have not the faintest doubt that
:: the women of India will finish the work ‘V<
/5‘ left by men and that

they will do it far more gracefully than men.

Y



Aruna Asaf Ali

She presided over the Flag Hoisting Ceremony at the
Gowalia Tank Maidan in Bombay. She said, in her own
words, that “I pledge that I would tear up the British
Rule in India.” She became the editor of Inquilab, a
monthly magazine, along with Ram Manohar Lohia.
She developed a document called ‘The Freedom Struggle
Front’ giving fresh direction to the intensification of
the present movement. She urged people to refrain
from the payment of rent and debts,
refuse to part with corps, refuse
to attend bids or sales, and take
possession of the machinery of
local administration, such as
chowkies and thanas, and
run them by themselves.
The tasks that she
propagated in the context
of the movement included
training workers, issuing
of leaflets and slogans,
raising funds, and issuing
direction to the frontline.
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Kasturba Gandhi

In August 1942, Kasturba Gandhi was arrested when
she proceeded to address a protest meeting against
the colonial policies. She, along with Mahatma Gandhi,
popularised khadi. After the launch of the Quit India
Movement on 8 August 1942, Kasturba

Gandhi helped maintain morale among
the followers of the movement.
She encouraged the people to
continue peaceful resistance and
not lose hope despite the harsh
repression.
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Rajkumari Amrit Kaur

During the Quit India movement in 1942, she led many
processions. One of them was subjected to a ruthless
lathi-charge in Simla. Gandhiji was arrested, and soon
after Amrit Kaur was arrested, too. Amrit was the first to
recognise women’s potential for leadership and nation-
building. She threw her heart and soul into the movement
for women’s education, training and employment, and
the eradication of social evils, such as child marriage, the
purdah system, the position of widows, and so on.

Excerpts from the Government of India, Home
Department on Harijan Bulletin authored by
Amrit Kaur

“Kishorlal Mashruwalla tried to
carry on ‘Harijan’ but how could a
governmentouttocrushpublicopinion
leave him free? ‘Harijan’ Bulletins
should spring up in every city. They
can be typed or cyclostyled or hand
written and as widely circulated as
possible. There is exhilaration and
comfort in peacefully disobeying the
lawless laws of a ruthless autocracy.
We are told the movement is now under
control. Violence can always be suppressed, at
any rate temporarily by greater violence. But the
spirit is beyond the reach of all government built
on force. No government can rule for any length of
time without the goodwill of the people. The
British in India have lost that goodwill and
their power is doomed.

Simla has been having peaceful
demonstration throughout. All public

¢t
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meeting and processions have been banned. They are
being held and dispersed by ‘lathi’ charge. The National
Flag was pulled down but the moral strength of the people
has upheld its honour. I hope it will do so throughout.
No Indian can afford to be apathetic to day. Each must
contribute to his/her share. Let us not be faint hearted.
Let us be up and doing. Inspite of lawless laws, let us act
as free men and women. The only answer to brute force
is ever increasing nonviolent resistance and the will and
determination not to be suppressed. Read and pass on
copy and distribute wherever possible.”

Source: Report of Home Department, Political (I),
File No. 3/55/42,1942, National Archives of India, New Delhi

Sucheta Kripalani

During the Quit India Movement
of 1942, Sucheta Kripalani went
underground and  organised
the anti-British resistance.
She was arrested in Patna in
1944 and was kept in solitary
confinement for more than a year.
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Usha Mehta

Usha Mehta played a leading role in the Quit India
Movement of 1942. She was born into the family of
a judge, however her father did not approve of her
participation in the anti-British movement. But her
enthusiasm for Gandhian ideals led her to participate
in the 1942 struggle at the age of 22. Her role has been
documented in the *Home Political File, wherein her
brief biographical details are mentioned. During this
movement, she was involved in preparing several
records used in the broadcasts of the underground
secret radio. She prepared speeches of leaders, such
as Ram Manohar Lohia, Achyutrao Patwardhan, and
Purushottam Trikamdas. She succesfully operated
the transmitter and made the necessary
announcements through the microphone.
She was assisted in this endeavour by
Vithalbhai Jhaveri, Chandra Kant Jhaveri,
Babubhai Thakkar, and Nanka Motwani
(the owner of Chicago Radio and the
person who supplied equipment and
provided technicians). Usha Mehta and her
associates ensured that the location of the
station was changed almost daily, never
transmitting from the same place, thereby
avoiding detection by the authorities.

*Source: File No. 3/44/43, Political (I), 1943,
National Archives of India.

hidl //\\

A Q i @ [ LK & & : ‘,‘ 8 f @& : '9 |
Bl e ShaAC R i anBlgo bl




Rama Devi

During the Quit India Movement of 1942, Rama Devi,
along with her family members and other female
freedom fighters in Odisha, was arrested. She was
released from the jail in 1944, after which she devoted
herself to popularising the use of khadi.
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Matangini Hazra

During the Quit India Movement, Matangini Hazra led
a procession of six thousand villagers. At that time, she
was 73 years old. Most of the women who accompanied
her belonged to different age groups. They were
all mobilised to capture the Tamluk Police Station.
The procession was disbanded by the soldiers, when
it reached the outskirts of the town. This led to a lot
of chaos and confusion. The
British soldiers ordered the
villagers to stop. However,
Matangini Hazra stepped
forward and continued
in her resolve. She
was shot dead by
the soldiers, while
holding the Tricolour
in her hand.

oA Shahth i andig el



Kanaklata Barua

She was a noted freedom fighter from Assam.
She joined the Mrityu Bahini (Death Squad), consisting
of young girls and boys. In September 1942, the Bahini
decided to hoist the Tricolour flag at the local police
station located at Gohpur (Cohpur), Biswanath District,
Assam. The officer in charge of the police station,
Rabati Mohan Shome, warned the procession. However,
Kanaklata and the others did not heed the warning.
They continued in their resolve to unfurl the flag.
It is reported that she led an assembly of
500 men towards the thana. The
girl was asked “not to trespass
on the thana premises”, but
she told the officer in-charge
that “the thana belonged
to the people’s raj...unless

the thana officers and his
men wanted to act as the
servants of the people,
he must clear out and /
allow the people to take
possession of the place.”
Kanaklata ~was shot;
the flag that she was
carrying with her was
taken up by Mukunda Kakoti
who too was shot. She was only
17 years of age at the time of
her martyrdom. However,
her age is disputed
as the file record

mentions that she

was 14 years of age.
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Sarojini Naidu

During the Quit India Movement, she was
engaged in mobilising women from all
age groups. She had exceptionally
good oratory skills and convinced
women about the exploitative
nature of the colonial role.
She was in jail for 21 months
during the Quit India Movement.

Rameshwari Nehru

She was the president of
All India Harijan Sewak
Sangh. During the Quit
India Movement, she
was arrested and jailed,
because she openly
supported the movement
and raised anti-British
slogans.
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THE LESSER-KNOWN WOMEN
COURAGE AND CONVICTION

Introduction

There were numerous women whose contributions to
the national movement were not recognised, that is,
the lesser-known women. They were the pillars of the
August Kranti and participated through diverse methods.
They adopted several popular strategies, such as
boycotting shops selling foreign cloth, propagating the use
of khadi and encouraging women to use charkha. They
helped in circulating the secret messages and hoisted
the flag of Independence on important public buildings.
Many provided the freedom fighters their homes for
refuge and rest, thereby saving them from arrest. They
also took part in the Prabhat Pheris (Early morning
processions) and sang patriotic songs in local languages.
‘Vande Mataram’ was a popular song that mobilised men,
women, and children from all walks of life.

[

B

The Pillars of the Movement: Assam

Kanaklata Barua, Amalprava Das, Chandraprava
Saikiani, Pushpalata Das, GuneshwariDevi, Khuali
Nath, Aai Kumali Devi, Khuali Nath, Padumi
Golapi, Thiniki, Kan Chutiani, Kumali Neog,
Tileshwari Mahanta, Menchi, Kalidai Hemprova,
Swarnalata Mahanta, Barumuita Koch, Padmavati
Borah and many more.

Source: Pathak, Guptajit. 2008. Assamese Women in Indian Independence
Movement. Mittal Publications, Assam, India.



Satyavati, Nirmala Prakash, Pushpa, Lajwanti,
Vije Kumari, Roop Chandkhanna, Snehlata, and
Parbati Devi.

Source: The Bombay Chronicle, Vol xxx, no. 190&197,
Bombay, Tuesday, Wednesday, 11 August, 1942

Odisha

Nandini Devi, Mangala Devi, Bela Devi, Shasibala
Devi, Kiranbala Mohanty, Champa Devi, Suryamma
P. Taramma, Sobha Devi, Sunamani Devi, Uma A.
Bharatiya, Sulakshna Mali and many more.

Source: Rath, Prabodh Kumar. 2014. ‘Role of Women in the Quit India
Movement in Odisha. Odisha Review, Bhubaneshwar, pp. 39-41.

In Ghazipur, women who participated in
varying capacities were Rameshwari, Rupa,
Lalita Devi, Lakshmi Devi, Maharani Devi,
Munni Pandey, Munni Jiya, and many more.

Source: Sharma, Vishwavimohan. 2015. Gandhi-Yug me Ghazipur Janpad.
Vishwanath Sharma Smarak Samiti, Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh.




In Ballia, women whose names became part of
the local narrative of the Quit India movement
were Janki Devi, Parvati Devi, and Kalyani Devi.

Souce: Upadhyay, R.K. and Ashok Kumar Pandey. 2017-18. 1942 ka
Andolan aur Sher-e-Ballia, Chittu pandey. Sagarpali: Shere Ballia
Chittu Pandey Shodh evam Vikas Kendra, Ballia, Uttar Pradesh. p. 36.

Varanasi had its share of local women
freedom fighters. The names documented were
Bhatidevi, Rajwantidevi, Lakshmi, Sajjandevi
and Sita Rani Bhartiya. The female students
from the Kashi Hindu Vishwavidyalaya were
Dayamanti Narang, Kunti Nagar, Surjeet Kaur,
and Leela Sharma.

Source: Singh, T.P. 1990. Swantantra Andolan aur Banaras.
Vishwavidyalaya Prakashan, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.
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Gujarat

The names that were mentioned along with others
of the August Kranti were Gajrbehn, Iccha behn,
Nathubhai Nayak, Nirmala Desai, Kusum Thakore,
Rama Fanjdar, and Sushila Mavlankar.

Source: Basu, Aparna. 1984. ‘Gujarati Women’s Responses to Gandhi, 1920-
1942’ Samya Shakti: A Journal of Women'’s Studies.

Madras Presidency

The names that were part of the historical
movement in the province were Shakuntala Reddy,
Mahalaxmi, Anasuya, Shakuntala, Laxmi Menon,
Ammu Swaminathan, Rukmani Lakshmipati, and
Padmaja Naidu.

Bombay Presidency: Sindh

The name of women deciphered in records
and documented in secondary works are Jethi
Sipahimalani, Krishnadevi Ganga Gidwani, Parpati
Gidwani, Kiki Lalwani, Gopi Kriplani, Ganga
Shikarpuri, Sadori Agnanani, Laxmi Sidhwa,
Kamla Thawni, Jhanki Thawani, Kesi Nihalani,
Sati Jagtiyani, Kamba Hiranan, Haridevi, Savatri,
Ishwari, and Nanki.

Source: Prem Motiram Tanwani. 2013. Contributions of Sindh in the
Movement of Independence of India, translated by Deepak Ramchandani.
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A Visual Glimpse of the Nature of Participation

Women taking out |
Prabhat Pheris

Women cooking for freedom fighters
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Women raising slogans against the colonial administration
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Women contributing their wealth
ornaments or attaing swaraj

Women singing patriotic songs and Women facing lathi-charge

mobilising all to join the cause
el A gye A A gy BV SRR § SNN Ve
Shoboh i andigeder Stah Rt
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Women languishing behind the bars
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RANI OF JHANSI REGIMENT

Introduction

The Rani of Jhansi Regiment (RJR) was an all-women
regiment. It was established in Singapore in 1943,
under the leadership of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose. Most of the women members belonged to the
age group of 12 to 29 years. A few were also senior in age.
They mainly belonged to the families of Indian diaspora,
who were residents of Singapore, Malaya, and Burma.
About sixty per cent of the recruited Ranis were Indian
Tamils from Malaya.




S alAns | B

Netaji in a happy mood at a sports meet
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The first presentation of arms by the Rani of Jhansi Regiment in Sari

B e Y 3 T K N AP

Netaji reviews the Rani of Jhansi Regiment
in full uniform, with the Commander Captain Lakshmi
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The Ranis on the march

—

The Ranis at a target practice
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Neta]1 watching the Ranis at a target practlce
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Japanese Commander Kawabe speaking at a reception in Burma

. THE DISTANCE — BEYOND THAT RIVER, BEYOND THOSE JUNGLES, BEYOND
TH‘déEHEﬁ.%sﬂﬁgsE ‘:’T-IE PROMISED LAND — THE SOIL FROM WHICH WE SPRANG — THE LAND TO
t RETURN. HARK ! INDIA IS CALLING — INDIA'S METROPOLIS DELHI IS

g:ﬂEmGW—E—S'Iﬁ:FI{ELE Nl-?lmDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT MILLIONS OF OUR COUNTRYMEN ARE CALLING.

R'S DEATH. AND IN OUR :
V\XIIELLS?:?I;;GDEUQ R"F?Slym DELHI. THE ROAD TO DELHI IS THE ROAD TO FREEDOM. ‘CHALO

DELHI"




PARTICIPATION OF YOUTH
HIGHLIGHTING THEIR PASSION
FOR A CAUSE

Group of students engaged in discussions.
Source: Prepared by Graphic Designer, Geeta Mehra.

Poignant narrative from a few lived
experiences

Bombay

Alarge number of students participated in the Quit India
Movement. Nearly eighty percent of boys and girls were
part of several happenings. They left their schools and
colleges, organised demonstrations and led mobs. As
a result, students were rusticated and not allowed to
appear in the exams. Further, they were threatened that
their names would be removed from schools and colleges,
but this did not affect them. They continued in their
mission of disobeying colonial rules and regulations.
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Nandurbar

In Nandurbar in September 1942, a school boy started
a procession from Nandurbar Municipal High School.
The boys and girls were marching peacefully. However,
the armed police open fire on small children of the ages
ranging from six to sixteen. All the children succumbed
to the injuries. They included Laldas Bulakhidas,
Ghanshyam Gulabchand and Dhansukh Govardhan.

Karnataka

A boy of tender age, Narain Dani, succumbed to
injuries. When asked by the attending doctor what he
wanted, the brave lad gasped and said, “I want swaraj
and nothing else”. In some places on 9 August 1942,
students left their schools and colleges, organised
themselves without waiting for any leader. They busied
themselves in organising continuous hartals, defied
laws and restrictions and propagated the use of Khadi.
The students organised marches in different villages.
A few students burned stations and boggies. In Dharwar,
Hubli, Gadag and Belgaon, the students invariably burnt
foreign caps and clothes, and distributed khadi caps to
officers, teachers and professors. Girls took a leading
part in most places.

Gujarat

On 10 August 1942, students marched towards Gujarat
College in Ahmedabad, waving flags and shouting
slogans. Girls were treated roughly. A young boy Vinod
Kinariwala, came forward, shouting, “Shoot me, my
breast is open”. The police officer advanced and fired
at him, killing him. Also, Rasik Jani, Pushpa Badan,
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Gobardhan Shah and Himmat Lal Kadia attained
martyrdom for propagating the attainment of swaraj
at any cost. Students also prepared bulletin handbills,
containing patriotic messages, which were circulated
amongst the people.

Bihar

The students played a significant role in the Quit India
Movement. They marched through lanes, markets and
towns shouting slogans that were anti-colonial in nature.
In many public buildings, the tricolour was flown by
the students. The students picketed shops selling foreign
items, particularly clothes. The national flag was hoisted
on important government buildings. The collector
Archer, with some mounted police treated students
inhumanely when they hoisted the National flag on the
Secretariat Building. Further, many students lost their
lives. A lean and thin young man holding a tricolor
was standing on the dome of the secretariat, shouting
‘Vande Mataram’ and ‘Quit India’. Six students died at the
spot, five were hospitalised, and three had to be operated
on. One of them, as he was restored to his consciousness,
questioned the attending doctor, “Where did I receive
the bullet wound? On my back or on chest”? The doctor
knew what the boy meant. Pointing towards his wound,
he replied, “You have received the wound in the middle
of your chest.” The boy smiled and with a voice full of
pride uttered slowly, “It’s good. Now people won’t say
that I received the wound while retreating,” saying so,
he breathed his last and left behind an immortal story of
his sacrifice for the nation.




On 13th August, a vast crowd made an organised
attack on Katiahar Thana, in which eight people were
killed on the spot. Among them was a boy named Dhruva,
a student of Shantiniketan, who got a fatal wound on his
thigh and fell. After a little while, he was admitted to a
hospital, but his condition continued to deteriorate and
finally he left his mortal life.

The Monghyr students’ procession raised national
slogans while marching on the streets. The police wanted
tostopit. They conducted alathi-charge. Many young men
and women received serious injuries. Nirapad Mukerji,
who was witnessing this cruel drama of police, could not
bear the sight. He ran to the British sergeant and roared
like a lion, “Why do you threaten these innocent little
children. Shoot at me! I want to know how many bullets
are there in your guns and how strong are your lathis”?

Assam

The students of Assam, male and female, left their
schools and colleges, organised hartals, led processions,
and when the eminent leaders of the province were
arrested, it was they who dominated the activities of
the movement. They were responsible for publishing
and distributing patriotic literature from the beginning
of September 1942 till February 1943. The activities in
which they participated were cutting of telegraph and
telephone lines, and sometimes destroying roads and
railways, thus paralysing the administration. In addition,
they helped in the establishment of parallel government
by organising their own panchayats, the village police,
etc. Despite severe repression, they continue their
activities for the attainment of swaraj.
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The United Province

In Almora city, during the Quit India Movement,
the students carried the National flag in procession.
To prevent them, the colonial government arrested many
students and whipped them with lashes soaked in oil.
In the district of Garhwal, students actively participated
in processions and hoisted a flag on the court building for
all their activities. Along with many of the participants,
small children were also beaten mercilessly.

*Source: Sahai, Govind. 1947. ‘42 Rebellion and Authentic Review of
the Great Upheaval of 1942. Rajkamal Publication, Delhi. pp. 90, 122, 123, 147, 149-150,
165, 189-190, 266-267.
Home Department Political - I, File No. 3/43 (1943)
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A CLOSER LOOK AT
SOME OF THE SUSPENDED
PUBLICATIONS

Some newspapers, periodicals and other publications
ceased to exist or were suspended in 1942, as they
carried material that portrayed the exploitative nature
of the British administration. The details of some of the
publications, which were suspended from circulation —
are mentioned below.

S. No. Name Language Daily/ Place of
Weekly  publication
1. Bhavitawya Marathi Weekly Nagpur
2. Bhagwat Hindi Monthly Patna
3. Bihari Police Magazine  English Quarterly  Patna =
4. Bihar Town School English, Monthly Bihar
Magazine Hindi, and
Urdu
5. Champaran Hindi Weekly Motihari
6. D.J. College Magazine English, Quarterly  Monghyr
Hindi, and
Bengali

7. D.N. Madan Girl’s High  English, Half yearly Jamshedpur
English School Magazine Hindi, and

Bengali
8. Godhan Hindi Half yearly Darbhanga
9. Jiwan Hindi Weekly Patna
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10.  Purulia Zila School English, Quarterly  Purulia

Magazine Hindi, and
Urdu
11.  Swaragj English Daily Patna
12.  Victoria Zila School Bengali and Half yearly Purulia
Magazine English

Statement of Action Taken against the print media by the Colonial

Government.
S. No. Name of Nature of Action Taken
Publication

1. Search light Publication banned by Bihar Government.

2. Mouj, Bombay Publication banned by colonial government.
(Weekly)

3. Matribhumi Akola, Banned publication for 6 months.
(Bi-weekly)

4. Desh Vani, Asked for furnish security of Rs. 500/-
Noakhali (Weekly)

5. Humibhakti Publication banned by Bihar Government.
(Bihar)

Source: Government of India, Home Department Pol (I)
SEC. File No. 3/105/42-Pol (1). 1942.
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Statement of Action Taken against press during the fortnight ending both

November 1942.
S. No. Name of
Publication
1. Prabhat,
Ahmedabad
2. Sanj Vartaman
3. Vande Mataram,
Bombay

Nature of Action Taken

The order issued against the paper, under
rule 40 (1) (d) on 3-10-1942, prohibiting its
furthers publication was withdrawn and a
security of Rs. 1,000/- was demanded from the
editor. Under section 7(3) of the Indian Press
(Emergency Power Act). The security was
deposited.

(1) The editor was warned for publishing
articles containing allegation against the
Baroda and Bhawnagar Police.

(ii) The editor was told that in publishing the
complaint made by one Mr. Mehta before
the Presidency Magistrate, he made it
appear to be an account of some actual
happenings 25-11-1942.

The editor was requested to refrain from
giving alarming or sensational headlines to
items regarding sabotage. 14 December 1942.
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CREATIVE LITERARY

EXPOSITIONS
SPRINKLING THE PATRIOTIC FERVOUR

Some examples of creative expression that were composed
in the popular vernacular medium are given in this chapter.
The freedom struggle inspired the composition of numerous
poems, prose, and many diverse forms of literary expositions.
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SAGA OF PATRIOTISM
THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS AND
THE JAIL

Introduction

India’s freedom struggle weaves the poignant narrative
of jails that housed many freedom fighters of different
age groups. This was one of the most painful episodes, as
many of them languished their entire lives behind bars.
In many cases, the reason for detention was not specified,
trials were not held and therefore, many lived their entire
lives in misery and complete solitude. During the August
Kranti and the earlier movements, the prison symbolised
courage, valour, and sacrifice of the freedom fighters.
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LEGISLATIVE

DEBATES ON JAILS
SELECTED EXCERPTS

Tanjore Jail

“...take the number of deaths that have occurred in my
own province (Tanjore-cum-Trichinopoly). Recently,
there have been four deaths in prison-deaths from
typhoid, from cholera and so on. Who is responsible?
Can you not see that your prison food arrangement is
responsible for bringing on cholera? Can you not really
mean to say that you will only release people who have
come to such a physical condition as my late lamented
friend, Mr. Satyamurti was in, so that, there after it
might not be possible for them to do any mischief? Is
that your idea? If that is your idea, let me tell you here
and now, that from the interviews, I have had with
those persons who have been released, I learn that 30
to 40 per cent of people who are now in prison today
will be in the condition of absolute physical wreck
when they come out in year or thereafter...” (p.113).

Source: Fifth Legislative Assembly Debates, Official Report, Vol III, 1943
(26 July to 25 August 1943), Eighteenth Session, Manager of Publications,
Government of India Press, New Delhi, 1943.

Jails in the United Provinces

“..There is a Fatehgarh Central Jail in the United
Provinces, in which political detenus are confined.
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From 9th August all the privileges and rights were
withdrawn from that jail also as from other jails. Neither
letters, nor interviews, nor even petitions to government
were allowed to the prisoners. Then, Sir, one more class
of prisoners was added, namely, that class which was
ordered to be kept aloof from all other prisoners who
were concentrated there. Sir, that class was meant for
such prisoners who were bad characters or goondas.
...As regard the health of the prisoners, one man from
Cawnpore, who is perhaps still there, weighs only
91 Ibs. The same person, Sir, I have come to know from
an unimpeachable authority was given the work in the
mill inside the jail. While he was doing that work, one
day he fainted and after that he was produced before the
jailor. The jailor awarded him the punishment of beating.
He was beaten. During that punishment he vomited
blood and he was transferred to hospital. When he
returned back from hospital, again he was awarded the
same labour. Again, he could not do that work. Again, he
was produced before the jailor. Again, he was awarded
the punishment of beating and again he vomited blood,
and now he is in hospital again...” (p. 93).

Source: Fifth Legislative Assembly Debates, Official Report, Vol III, 1943 (26 July
to 25 August 1943), Eighteenth Session, Manager of Publications, Government

Punjab Jails

“Now, what happened after the 9th August. A new class of
prisoners was created the ‘civil disobedience prisoners’,
1942, a new brand, a new model of 1942, was created.
How were they treated? No newspapers or books were
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allowed to them. Although, the Honourable the Home
Member said that books were allowed, yet speaking from
personal knowledge and speaking with responsibility,
I can say that books are not allowed even today in the
Punjab jails...no interviews have been allowed today in
Punjab jails with relations, even if the prisoner is ill or
his relations are dying...” (p. 88).

Source: Fifth Legislative Assembly Debates, Official Report, Vol III, 1943
(26 July to 25 August 1943), Eighteenth Session, Manager of Publications,
Government of India Press, New Delhi, 1943.

Conditions of Educated People Including
Women

“..there are so many respectable prisoners in jail, who
are suffering from some illness or other and they are not
being released, nor is any sufficient help given. One is
Miss Sarala Jagumal, a Cambridge University Graduate,
another is Miss Jethi Sipahimalani, Deputy Speaker of
Sind Assembly, again Mr. Vishindas J. Shivdasani, who is
a Doctor of Literature...” (p. 103).

Source: Fifth Legislative Assembly Debates, Official Report, Vol III, 1943
(26 July to 25 August 1943), Eighteenth Session, Manager of Publications,
Government of India Press, New Delhi, 1943.

Nagpur Jail

Date 31.08.1942

“..Wardha jail...the authorities kept us in the open yard,
but it started to rain and all 42 of us were put inside
a tiny cell..hurdled over one another..we chanted
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slogans all night... not bathed in eight days... In evening
women did raas and played games... they experienced
joys of childhood spent in parental home once again
in the prison. In this way, jail for them is a celebration
also... Nagpur Jail...75 women convicts and 125 women
political prisoners...female prisoners had created a
garden in Nagpur jail...”

Source: Suhrud, Tridip, Edited and translated. 2019.
The Diary of Manu Gandhi (1943-44). Oxford University Press, Delhi. p. xi.

Bombay Jail

“..I should like to point out to the Government of India,
that in certain jails people have suffered on account of
bad conditions. For instance, in Bombay in a prison at
Belgaum, people suffered on account of an epidemic
disease like cholera...Not only were conditions bad in
Belgaum when the people suffered but the curious thing
is that it was found afterwards that the epidemic was due
to bad bajra supplied in that jail. Some of the detenus
wanted food to be ordered from outside, but they were
told not to do so although, the real disease was due to
bad food supplied in the jail itself...” (p. 90).

Source: Fifth Legislative Assembly Debates, Official Report, Vol III,
(26 July to 25 August 1943), Eighteenth Session. 1943. Manager of Publications,
Government of India Press, New Delhi.
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SYMBOLIC METHODS

OF PROTEST
IGNITING THE SPIRITS

Introduction

There were several methods of protest that evolved
with time. These methods symbolised deep anguish
felt by the people against colonial policies. The manner
of participation during the August Kranti or the Quit
India Movement is given diagrammatically. The Ballia
episode was one such incident that showcased a protest
against the colonial authority.

STRATEGIES OF PARTICIPATION

Took out Provided
Processions and Food and
Carried the Flag Shelter

Sang Patriotic
songs

Participated in
Hartals and
Demonstrations

Participated in Participated
Prabhat Pheris in Spinning

Boycott and
STRATEGIES OF i:ifr\ﬁgf_rsl O’: Picketing of
I PARTICIPATION G2 Shops Selling

OF WOMEN
IN 1942

OF WOMEN Foreign Goods

IN 1942

Got
St o Contributedto | Artested
Suicide s Gl \ Tilak Swaraj Fund f
qua .
Contributed
y to Various
'3 [ Literary Works
,/ Circulated Messages, ," Resigned from
Pamphlets, Leaflets, V. Teaching
o and Letters ) w
o
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Physical

Molestation
Arrest and -
. Killing the
TPhyS'CO.'I Female
ortur_e I Protestors
Jail
STRATEGIES
OF —
REPRESSION

Creating fear
- among people
Lathi-charge by close
monitoring for
participation in
historical

Killing and movement

Torture of the

/ Progenies \

The Ballia Episode: Attacking the Symbol of Power

Visual Showing the Burning of the Railway Station
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The Visuals of the Charred Railway Station
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The Visuals of the Charred Railway Station
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KHADI
A SYMBOL OF SELF-RELIANCE AND ~Z
FREEDOM FROM COLONIAL EXPLOITATION

Introduction

The propagation of the use of Charkha and Khadi during
the freedom struggle of India, including the Quit India
Movement, was penned in different P

forms of literary works. They were
written in different languages,
such as Urdu, Marathi, Kannada,
Odia, Tamil, Bhojpuri, and so on.
They attempted to promote the
ideas of swadeshi and swaraj.
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Speech at Inauguration of Khadi Exhibition, Patna

January 30, 1927

Proceeding, Mahatmaji exhorted the people not to use foreign or mill made cloth it was their
dharma to go in for khadi and khadi alone. Thus clothes should be made only in the villages as was the case
only 50 years back. He wanted to review the same good old days of charkha - hand spinning and hand
weaving. Economists were of the opinion that Gandhi, was trying to achieve an impossible thing. Some
people also humorously observed that when Gandhi died there would be no dearth of fuel for burning his
mortal frame, for he had made ample provision for the same beforehand in the shape of so many charkhas
that he had got prepared. But all the same it was a fact that in the Mill Industry the poor labourers barely got
a piece out of any rupee worth of things that they produced - it was never even one anna.

Khadi was a common platform that he had created for both the officials and non-officials, for Hindus
and the Mussalmans ..................... people also complained that khadi was coarse and rough. But he
asked, would they refuse the bread prepared by their mother if it was coarse in preference to the fine
biscuits of Delhi. He hoped not. He recommended the prize essay “Hand-Spinning and Hand-Weaving”, by
Prof. S.V. Puntambekar and Sjt. Varadachari for their careful perusal and concluded by earnestly
appealing to all particularly to the educated and the rich - to take to charkha and khadi and thus create an
atmosphere for it in the country. When once that was done there would be no need for any exhibition of the
kind that he was going to open that evening. It behoved them to do something for the poor in the villages at

whose expense they in towns and cities had been thriving so long.

Source: The Searchlight, 2-2-1927, quoted in The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol. XXX-III , Jan-June, 1927,
1969, Navajivan Trust, Ahmedabad, pp. 29, 31.

Speech at Students Meeting Muzaffarpur

January 25, 1927

He expected the students to help the iaddar movement with all their wealth and energy and he
hoped that Muzaffarpur students would not lag behind the students of other parts of the country
Living as they were in the headquarters of the provincial khadi Organization they might learn the Kiaddar
work in all its phases and spend their spare hours in that work. He would ask then even to spin for at least
half an hour a day not for earning money themselves but to set an example to the poor unemployed
villagers. But all this they must do only after having faith in khaddar; and in order to acquire that faith, they
must enquire of himself or of anyone else about the economy of Kiaddar

what he wanted them to do was that they should purchase khadi and thus give employment and
food to thousands of their unemployed countrymen and women.

There was no loan upon the students is respect of khadi-wearing. He described how Rajagopalachari
was invited in a Government College in Madaras to speak on khaddar and how with the help of the
Principal, professor and students he was successful in starting a Khadi Union in that college. He hoped that
the example of that college would be followed even in Muzaffarpur. To understand the principle of economy
of Khaddar they might read the prize essay with profit. He hoped that after finishing the book they all might
become believers in khadi. The only objection he said, that could remain against wearing of khadi was love of
fashion and ease and he asked the students as to how they could expect to get swaraj if they could not make
even so little sacrifice for the sake of the country. He exhorted the students to promise solemnly on the spot
that they would use nothing but khaddar henceforth and also to burn their foreign cloth if possible.

Source: The Searchlight, 30-1-1927, quoted in the Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol. XXX-I1I, Jan-June, 1927, 1969,
Navajivan Trust, Ahmedabad, p.15.




(January 23, 1927)

E Speech at Bettiah

Mahatmaji made a joint reply. He said that he was glad to see the people of Bettiah after a

fairly long time.... Champaran, and in it Motihari and Bettiah, he said, were sacred places

to him. He had got himself partly acquainted with the poverty of modern India from his

experiences in Champaran where he had seen with his own eyes how miserable an

existence the poor people of the village usually had...... Referring to primary education, he

said that in India, especially in Champaran, spinning must form a part of the curriculum
of primary education. Knowledge of letters, he said, was of course necessary, absolutely
necessary, but that knowledge without any vocational training would be absolutely
useless to the poor people of India. Unless some sort of vocational training was given to the

student in rudimentary stage, they would not learn the lesson of self-help in their after-life.

He hoped that spinning would receive necessary attention of the municipal Commissioner
of Bettiah”

Source: The Collected Work of Mahatma Gandhi XXXIII (January-June,1927) Navajivan Trust, Ahmedabad,
1968.

~ e~~~
4
Speech at Kharagpur 4

....... He said that it was an axiomatic truth that the killing poverty of India
began with the disappearance of charkha from this land and to bring back her
ancient prosperity, revival of charkha was an absolute necessity.........
charkha was the thing, he said, to give some sort of employment to these poor
starving people for the success of that movement. He said that there was a
time in India when charkha was considered as important. As household hearth
and he requested the people to give that place of honour once more to this
little but powerful instrument. He appealed to the audience to religiously
avoid all foreign clothes and clothe themselves in pure khadi, woven by their

own brothers with yarn spun by their own starving sister.
Source: The Search light, 4-2- 1927 quoted in The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol.
XXX-III, Jan-June, 1927, 1969, Navajivan Trust, Ahmadabad, pE.ZZ~23.

l

Speech at Jamui
January 27,1927

flourish in every cottage and it was the work which was capable of being
joined in by all persons irrespective of their age, sex, positions and learning.
Working at the charkha, he said, was a mahayajna, and he invited all to
participate in it. He exhorted the audience to use khaddar in preference to all
other sort of cloth.................eo..l o

.................... whatever sacrifice the wearing of khaddar at present
involved, he said, is the sacrifice that they must undergo for expiating all
their past sins........

....... Continuing, he said that spinning was the only industry which might i

Source: The search light, 4-2-1927, quoted in The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi,
Vol. XXX- 111, Jan-June, 1927, 1969, Navajivan Trust, Ahmedabad, p. 24.
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.. Claim for the Charkha the honour of being able to solve the problem of

economic distress in a most natural, simple, inexpensive and businesslike
manner. The Charkha, therefore, is not only not useless ... but it is a useful
and indispensable article for every home. It is the symbol of the nation’s

prosperity and, therefore, freedom. It is a symbol not of commercial war but

of commercial peace. It bears not a message of ill-will towards the nations of
the earth but of good-will and self-help... I am confident of earning its
blessings for suggesting a revival of the Charkha. I stake my all on it. For
every revolution of the wheel spins peace, good-will and love. And with all
that, in as much as the loss of it brought about India’s slavery, its voluntary
revival with all its implications must mean India’s freedom.

Source: Young India, 8-12-"21, quoted in Gandhi , M.K,, (2012), India of My Dreams,
Navajivan Publishing House, Ahmedabad-14, p.114.

Speech at Begusarai

January 26, 1927

v ....... But to enable all to do their duty he had suggested to them a simple religion -
that of charkha. With the death of charkha had begun the poverty of India and it was
‘ going on increasing as the time rolled on......... It was an axiomatic truth, he said, that
( with the revival of charkha the ancient glory of India would be revived. He emphatically
( declared that the charkha was the thing which was capable of being universally used
( and of giving employment to thousands of unemployed men and women. He
regretted that while khadi had made considerable progress in other parts of the
country it had gone down in Begusarai. The only reason that he would imagine of this
}‘ mishap, could be, that the workers had either lost faith in charkha or given up working
for it he appealed to the workers to devote a little of these time at least for khaddar
work.
}‘ Source: The Searchlight, 4-2-1927, quoted in the Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi Jan- June,
1927, Vol. XXX-III Navajivan Trust, 1969, Ahmedabad, p.17.




CARTOONS SYMBOLISING =
HUMOUR AND PATHOS

Introduction

During the colonial phase, the exploitative policies of
the British Government were printed and circulated by
using cartoons to ridicule them. They were prepared
in different languages, creating awareness among
people about their harmful impact of colonial policies
on each and every section of the society. Children can
be motivated to prepare many such cartoons and reflect
on them in their own ways in understanding the nature
of the colonialism.
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The above poster calls upon the
people to stop fighting amongst themselves and
unite to fight the oppressor. It is an
attempt to depict the ‘Divide and Rul€’
policy of the colonial government
Source: The National Archives of India.

‘Indian Dreamland’ and states that

it can only become true with freedom
Source: The National Archives of India.
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A Cartoon on the Round Table Conference A Cartoon on the Political Deadlock
Jhaveri, Vithalbhai., and D.G. Tendulkar 1953. Mahatma: Life ~ Jhaveri, Vithalbhai., and D.G. Tendulkar 1953. Mahatma:
of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, Vol. VI (1940-45). Life of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, Vol. VI (1940-45).
Source: The Times of India Press, Bombay. Source: The Times of India Press, Bombay.
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The poster’s tagline states that “Destroy the British
Colonial Rule and do not become martyr for their cause”
Source: The National Archives of India




THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY
IN DISSEMINATING PATRIOTIC
MESSAGES

Introduction

The radio, along with other print media, was effectively
used during the freedom struggle of India to disseminate
messages of events and happenings across the Indian
subcontinent. It contained messages that documented
incidents that attempted to shake the colonial
administration. The transmissions contained messages
that attempted to mobilise people’s support for the
attainment of swaraj. Radio was operated from India and
abroad. The one that was operated from India was led by
Usha Mehta, Vithalbhai Jhaveri, Chandra Kant Jhaveri,
Babubhai Thakkar, and Nanka Motwani. The other was
the Azad Hindi Radio; this was a part of the German
radio service.

Source: Azad Radio Source: Visual of the Secret Radio
and the Secret Radio (Illustrated by Abhishek Singh)
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The messages transmitted from both the radios had
touch of patriotism. The broadcast messages ended with
the ‘Vande Mataram’ song, which became the National
Song after the Independence.

Excerpts of the Transmission from the
Azad Radio

“Brothers and Sisters in India... You have been listening
to the voice of your brothers in the Army of liberation
for the last so many days. You have heard even some
of your sisters from this station. Today, I feel proud in
having been given an opportunity to tell you some of my
innermost feelings regarding the emancipation of our
motherland... How well the saying goes, “Fortune turns
like wheel”. In my school days, when I first read it, I could
not understand it well. But this Malaian war has shown
me a practical example of it.”

Source: Kumar, Ravindra. 1992. The Selected Works of Subhas Chandra Bose,
Volume IT (1936-1946). Atlantic Publishers & Distributors, New Delhi. p. 55.

“...1 appeal to my sisters in India not to lag behind
their brothers. If in East Asia, thousands of daughters
of India can become Rani of Jhansi, lakhs of women in
India can become Chand Bibi’s. You need only a brave
heart and patriotism for your mother country. You may
be thinking the military life of ours to be very hard and
troublesome but believe me, it is most interesting.”

Source: Kumar, Ravindra. 1992. The Selected Works of Subhas Chandra Bose,
Volume II (1936-1946). Atlantic Publishers & Distributors, New Delhi. p. 56.
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Many of the patriotic Indian leaders are now rotting in
British prisons because they have been taking part in the
National struggle. They are undergoing these sufferings
just because, through their sufferings, their own brothers
and sisters may be redeemed from their present agony.
Therefore, this is the time for all of us to join together and
oust the treacherous Britishers from India and thereby
release all our noble leaders from the prisons. We must
be ready to celebrate that day when we have driven the
British out of India and hoisted our National Flag in our
liberated India. Let the Almighty and our Bharata Matha
(Mother India) help us in our noble attempt. There can
be no doubt as to our success in this Freedom struggle.
Justice will always triumph; injustice will always fail.
Therefore, I request you to be always ready and when
the time comes, to join us and fight against the British
without any fear whatsoever.

Source: Kumar, Ravindra. 1992. The Selected Works of Subhash Chandra Bose,
Volume II (1936-1946). Atlantic Publishers & Distributions, New Delhi. p.49.

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s appeal to Indian women
has been taken in the best of spirit by them. In his Bang-
kok address Netaji again said, “I am sure that the pres-
ence of our sisters in the fighting ranks and in Red Cross
units will be a powerful incentive to those wavering. It is
not unprecedented experience to have our sisters fight-
ing in a national. emergency.”

Source: Kumar, Ravindra. 1992. The Selected Works of Subhash Chandra Bose,
Volume II (1936-1946). Atlantic Publishers & Distributions, New Delhi. p.52.
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TRANSMISSION FROM INDIA
THE POLICE WIRELESS
MONITORING REPORTS

Introduction

The Police monitoring reports meticulously transmitted
messages to people reporting on happenings that took
place as the Quit India Movement progressed across the
country. Some examples are given below.

Dated: 27 October 1942
Wavelength: 42.12 metres
Frequency: 7.12 M/C = 7120 K.C.
Language: English

Speaker: Female and Male
Song: ‘Hindustan Humara’

“Itwas gathered from the broadcast that they appreciated
the acts of workers and peasants of Bihar, who were
bold enough to force open the jail at certain places
and get released many prisoners. The announcers also
announced that many godowns in Bihar and elsewhere
were looted by the mobs and telegraphs and telephone,
and railway communications were also cut off for many
days. It was also announced that in many places the
people refuse to accept the currency notes with the result
that the people of those places were in great difficulty...”
Transmission in English

Song: ‘Vande Mataram’

Date: 28 October 1942
Wavelength: 42.12 metres
Frequency: 7.12 M/C = 7120 K.C.
Time of the Start: 8.45 p.m.
Time of Ending: 9.40 p.m.
Language: English

Speaker: Female
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“News from the North-West Frontier Province became
more and more alarming. Eight hundred Khudai
Khidmatgars were arrested. They were taken to
police lines, where they were tear-gased and made
unconscious. They were stripped off their uniform
and made completely naked. Their uniforms were
burnt by the police. Government has ordered severe
penalties to be imposed if food and shelter is given to
Khudai Khidmatgars. Government buildings and courts
continued toberaided. Onthe 19th October, the Red Shirts
marched in processions and tried to take processions of
the courts in the town. They were cordoned by the police
and lathi-charged. They were then dragged to the police
station and beaten.”

Date: 2 November 1942

Wave Length: 42.12 metres
Frequency: 7.12 M/C = 7120 K.C.
Time of starting: 8.45 p.m.
Time of end: 9.15 p.m.

Speaker: Male

“In Bengal, private guns are being submitted in the police
station. In Midnapore, the villagers snatched away the
private guns, may not be used on the Indian brother by
going in the hands of the police. In Lokpur and Dilgu,
people had stopped the carts full of paddy and carried
it away with them. The women also took part in this
looting. In the village of Shantipura, several carts full
of wire were looted. Such activities are in action in all
parts of India. Our women are also participating in such
activities... (disturbances). Bravo sisters! Continue such
activites... (disturbances).

In Madras, several military camps have been burnt
in the village of Katimora. The house of... the National
War Front was also set on fire. Two tram cars have been
burnt. The telephonic and telegraphic connections have
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been destroyed in Ram Prabat, a sub division in Bengal.
Who says that the movement has weakened...
(inaudible).

In Gujarat, a pathshala at Ahmedabad, which had
concern only with the service of the people was compelled
to be closed by the Government. But we will not allow
the fire of revolution to become cold... (disturbance).
The police resorted to firing on a crowd at Ahmedabad.
Several people were injured as a result of it...”

Song: ‘Vande Mataram’

Date: 1 November 1942

Wavelength: 42.34 metres

Time of Starting: 8.45 p.m.

Time of Ending: 10.00 p.m.

Language: English

Speaker: Female

“Today, we broadcast our appeal to the 32 crores of
Indian cultivators—to those unhappy people of
the country and none knows that better than the
cultivators—the toilers who have reaped the harvest
of hunger, misery and starvation from the rich and
fertile areas of India. This country of 320 million
cultivators is one of the richest countries in the world,
but inhabited by the poorest people of the world. In
spite of the bountiful nature of the country, in spite of
the enormous toils of our peasants, more than sixty
per cent of the population starves daily. Your wife and
children starve inspite of your toil in the scorching
heat and torrential rains. Why then you cannot educate
your children and cloth your women. Because you
produce the crop and...and the village moneylender
in turn to the usurper government and these usurpers
enjoy the fruit of your labour and occasionally throw
a dry bread to you and the war has made matters
worse in spite of the ‘Grow More Food’ campaign....
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The people of this country have to wait in long and weary
queues to get a... a pound of sugar and still they have
to return disappointed. In no circumstances you should
commit your crops to be exported. You can barter it for
our commodities with our villages. When hundreds of
thousands of our people are dying of starvation, to export
(these crops) to those who are out to crush our national
aspirations, is a crime, high treason against your mother
land...Already there is shortage of food, so go to the
villages, where you can be of great use in growing more
food—not to feed armies or foreign government, but
your own people who are starving. So we repeat ‘Back to
Villages’. It is the village which is our citadel fortress of
our freedom.”

Date: 1 November 1942

Time of Starting: 8.45 p.m.

Time of Ending: 10.00 p.m.

Language: English

Speaker: Female

“Bombay: A boy offered a ‘Quit India’ pamphlet to an
American Soldier. He took it and...He said that they
would be glad to go back to their country as soon as
an opportunity comes. Punjab mail was derailed near
Agra and was badly damaged. No casualties have
been reported.

Baroda: On the 25th October, the police stopped a
procession, it asked the people to disperse, on their
refused, the police lathi-charged the crowd and opened
fire. Many were injured. Two daughters—Prabha and
Indira of Jayanti Pal Contractor were seriously hurt.
Kanti Lal who was giving first aid to the injured received
13 lathi blows. He has received a deep wound on his
head. He is now lying in a precarious condition in the
hospital. He was also arrested.”
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PHILATELY

Introduction

Philately creatively documents India’s struggle
for freedom. Eminent personalities also find place in
the commemorative stamps that have been released
from time to time. Such stamps promote philately as
an interesting hobby among young and old. They also
highlight the saga of our multifaceted history and culture.
Students can be motivaited to perpare a stamp book
featuring the Indian freedom struggle.
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INDIA 500

Tha mantra is:

‘Do or Die'. We shall
either free India or die’
in the attempt; we

shall not live to see
the perpetuation of
our slavery.’
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THE FLAG OF INDIA

Introduction

The flag of India was conceptualised during the
freedom struggle of India. The evolution of India’s
flag has been mentioned in the publication, titled Our
Flag, which was published in 1950 and revised in 1963.
The evolution of Our Flag is given in the sections below.

Journey of
the Flag of

1A

Mahatma Gandhi

“A flag is a necessity for all nations. Millions have died for
it... For, a flag represents an ideal. It will be necessary for
us Indian... Hindu, Muslim, Christians, Jews, Parsis, and
all others to whom India is their home—to recognise a
common flag to live and to die for.”
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Evolution of the Indian Flag

“The evolution of the Indian National Flag reflects
the political developments in the country during the
20th Century. The various political trends, and waves of
enthusiasm can all be seen in the people’s attitude to the
flag. The first national flag in India is said to have been
hoisted on 7 August 1906 in the Parsee Bagan Square
(Green Park) in Calcutta. The flag was composed of
horizontal strips of red, yellow and green. The red strip
at the top had eight white lotuses embossed on it in a
row. On the yellow strip, the words ‘Vande Mataram’
were inscribed in deep blue in Devanagari characters.
The green strip had a white sun on the left and a white
crescent and star on the right.

The second flag was hoisted in Paris by Madame
Cama and her band of exiled revolutionaries in 1907
(according to some in 1905). This was very similar to the
first flag, except that the top strip had only one lotus, but
seven stars denoting the Saptarishi. This flag was also
exhibited at a socialist conference in Berlin.

By the time our third flag went up in 1917,
our political struggle had taken a definite turn.
Annie Besant and Lokmanya Tilak hoisted it during the
Home Rules movement. This flag had five red and four
green horizontal strips arranged alternately, with seven
stars in the Saptarishi configuration superimposed on
them. In the left-hand top corner (the pole end) was
the Union Jack. There was also a crescent and a star in
one corner. This indicated the aspirations of the time.
The inclusion of the Union Jack symbolised the goal of
Dominion status. The presence of the Union Jack however
made the flag generally unacceptable. The political
compromise that it implied was not popular.

0
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The call for new leadership brought Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi to the fore in 1921 and through him,
the first tricolour... The year 1931 was a landmark in the
history of the flag. A resolution was passed adopting a
tricolour Flag as our national flag. This flag, the forbear
of the present one was saffron, white, and green.
It was however, clearly stated that it bore no communal
significance and was to be interpreted thus:

Saffron for courage and sacrifice
White for truth and peace
Green for faith and chivalry

It also carried a charkha in blue on the white band.
Its size was three-breadths by two-breadths.

This resolution for the first time conferred official
Congress recognition on the tricolour as the National
Flag. Henceforward, it became our Flag and the symbol
of our determination to be free. On 22 July 1947, the
Constituent Assembly adopted it as Free India’s National
Flag. After the advent of independence, the colours and
their significance remained the same. Only the Dharma
Chakra of Emperor Asoka was adopted in place of the
Charkha as the emblem on the flag.”

Source: Our Flag, First published, January 1950, Revised edition,
March 1963 (Chaitra 1885), National Archives of India.
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Spatial and Spiritual Notion of the
Nation

The nation was personified in a map mentioned in few
literatures of writing as stated below and as mother
goddess in the works of some eminent philosophers.
They attempted to promote patriotism and commitment
in citizens for serving the nation with utmost loyalty
and selflessnes. The visuals symbolised yearning and
hope for attainment of freedom. The creative expression
reflected the spirit and soul of the nation as envisioned
by the authors.
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Conceptualisation of Nation and

Flag in the Literary Work.
Source: National Archives of India Painting of Bharat Mata by Abanindranath Tagore,

.................................. eulogising the nation as mOther goddess.
Source: http://www.museumsofindia.gov.in/repository/




Visuals of Some Universities and Colleges that
participated in the Quit India Movement
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List of Credits

1. Images of jails in ‘The Freedom Fighters and the Jail’
have been made by T. Mangkhokam Haokip and
Geeta Mehra, Graphic Designers, DESS

2. Library of Banaras Hindu University (BHU),
Uttar Pradesh

3. Library of National Council of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT), New Delhi

4. The National Archives of India (NAI) for proscribed
literature, messages of Mahatma Gandhi and Visuals
of Cartoons

5. Vishnu Saksena, India’s Freedom Struggle through
India Postage Stamps, Published and Printed for
the Department of Posts, Government of India, by
the Directorate of Advertising and Visual Publicity,
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting

6. Visuals of the Rani of Jhansi Regiment, the National
Archives of India

7. Yashwant Srivastava for Portraits of Women
Luminaries and Lesser-known Women
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Health and Physical Education
¥100.00 /pp.164

Code—13143
ISBN—978-93-5007-772-6

Legal Literacy Handbook
3465.00 /pp. 298

Code— 13288
ISBN—978-93-5292-579-7

Schooling Stratification and Inclusion

¥205.00 /pp. 278
Code—32085
ISBN—978-93-5007-141-0

For further enquiries, please visit www.ncert.nic.in or contact the Business Managers
at the addresses of the regional centres given on the copyright page.
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