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Introduction
Human beings have a natural instinct to explore and learn. This coupled with human
ingenuity manifests itself in dynamic creativity. It transforms into a mechanism of
transfer of the ‘acquired’ knowledge and accumulated experience to future generations.
The whole process of acquisition and evolution of knowledge and its transfer is covered
under ‘education’. Education, in its real sense, has always been perceived beyond literacy
and numeracy. In India, in olden times, the education was imparted in the Gurukuls. The
students, irrespective of their socio-economic backgrounds lived together in Gurukul,
from the age 5 –6 years till the Guru adjudged them (each individually) to be fit for the
responsibilities of life. The education was wholesome, un-demarcated into levels
(primary, middle, secondary or higher) or forms (academic, religious, moral, career
oriented). It included knowledge, character building and skill training. The students were
taught to develop qualities of self-reliance and respect mutual equality (Agrawal,2009).
Educating children at home in family tradition was another way of educating children and
preparing them to face the challenges of life.
In some other ancient civilizations also, before the advent of industrial era, home and the
apprenticeship were the main systems of educating children, vocational education being
an integral part of the system characterized by handwork (manual work), the Ancient
China being an exception. China is one of the oldest countries with an education system.
In 770BC - 476BC, private schools existed through which teachings of different schools
of thought, e.g. Confucianism, Taoism etc., were taught. Vocational education first
appeared in China in isolated schools around 1870 (Xinli Wu, 1991).
As the cultures progressed, demands of development necessitated formalization of
education, imparted outside homes in schools and colleges. The institutionalization of
education split the societies into those who could take advantage of such institutionalized
education and the others who remained disadvantaged and marginalized by exclusion due
to various reasons. The split was more prominent in developing and under developed
countries, in comparison to those of the developed nations. The people came to be
labelled as intellectuals and the worker class, the latter remaining uneducated or educated
to a lower level only. An overview of development of education in different parts of the
world brings to prominence some characteristic features of institutionalization of
education. Firstly, that the pace of development in education and the ideologies were not
uniform throughout the world. Traditionally, the Technical Vocational Education and
Training (TVET) systems in a country were determined and influenced by factors such as
demography, culture, social set-up, extreme political turmoil (external rule, World Wars)
and struggle for sustenance. These systems varied from one country to another, with
some countries having more in common than the other. Secondly, that the integrated
system of imparting knowledge with manual work (skills) gave way to two distinct
systems of General education and Vocational (or Technical) education. The general
education, even today, aims to enhance the general proficiency, is mostly knowledge
based and does not prepare the learner for any specific job or occupation. Vocational
education on the other hand, happened to be designed to develop competencies specially
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suited to identified occupation(s). It included inculcation of skills along with the
knowledge base and acquisition of the right attitude to do the job.
In India, after independence educational reconstruction assumed priority. Review and
reforms in education were taking place throughout the world. India also adapted new
economic and social order in the area of TVET in her forthcoming policies and plans.
Gandhiji stated – “ In my definition of education, there is no wall of brick and cement
separating intellectual training from vocational training, but the latter includes the former
, that is, it provides scope for development of the intellect” (Patel 2002). The visionary
thoughts of Mahatma Gandhi and other great Indian leaders and thinkers, such as, Dr
Radhakrishnan, Rabindra Nath Tagore, Jakir Hussain, etc. got reflected in
recommendations of various commissions and policies. In India, vocational education
was perceived as a continuum of exposure, orientation, exploration and training. It was
recommended that students should be exposed to a variety of work of practical nature, get
oriented towards work, should be given time to explore various vocational options before
they get to select their vocation for study. With a view to link education and
productivity, Education Commission (1964-66), also called Kothari Commission,
recommended that work experience should form an integral part of general education.
This concept was essentially similar to the philosophy of basic education, although it was
more broad based and included several modern productive activities. Consequently,
National Policy of Education (1968) for the first time, recommended bifurcation of
secondary stage of school education into vocational and academic streams. The essential
concept of work-experience, vocational and technical education put into the policy
included:
 “The school and the community should be brought closer through suitable
programmes of mutual service and support. Work experience and national service
including participation in meaningful and challenging programmes of community
service and national reconstruction should accordingly become an integral part of
education. Emphasis in these programmes should be on self-help, character
formation and on developing a sense of social commitment.”
 “Special emphasis should be placed on development of education for agriculture
and industry”
 “In technical education, practical training in industry should form an integral part of
such education. Technical education and research should be related closely to
industry, encouraging the flow of personnel both ways and providing for continuous
cooperation in the provision, design and periodical review of training programmes
and facilities”.
The policy document on Vocationalization of Secondary Education (1976) is a landmark
in the history of vocational education in India. The National Policy of Education (1986,
revised in 1992) re-emphasized the work education in schools, introducing Work
Education from classes I to VIII, prevocational education in classes IX and X and
vocational education as a distinct stream in XI and XII. The work oriented education
offered at elementary level under one of the various nomenclatures, e.g. work
experience/work education/life-oriented education/craft education/socially useful
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productive work, is meant to prepare children to face life with proper attitude, knowledge
and skills in relation to work. This is expected to promote socio-personal and vocational
development and ultimately lead to smooth transition to the world of work (Agrawal,
2000). National Policy on Education (1986) also re-emphasized “the introduction of
systematic, well planned and rigorously implemented programme of vocational education
is crucial in the proposed educational re-organization….. Vocational education will be a
distinct stream intended to prepare students for identified vocations spanning several
areas of activity”. In pursuance of this, a National Working Group on Vocationalization
of Education reviewed the Vocational Education Programme (VEP) extensively and
developed guidelines for the expansion of the programme. Its recommendations led to the
initiation of the Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) on Vocationalization of Secondary
Education in February 1988. It gave impetus to the VEP, The main objectives of the
scheme have been to enhance individual employability, reduce the mismatch between
demand and supply of skilled human resource and provide an alternative for those
pursuing higher education without particular interest or purpose. The scheme got
implemented through the state governments/ Union Territory Administrations in the
formal sector and nongovernmental organisations (NGOs) in the non-formal sector. The
physical milestones of the scheme in the formal sector can be summarized as : 10,000
schools, 21,000 sections with a capacity of about 10 lakh students. More than 150
vocational courses were offered in six major disciplines i.e. agriculture, business and
commerce, engineering and technology, health and paramedical services, home science,
and humanities. A survey showed that about 4.8% students were diverted to the
vocational stream, 28% of pass-outs were employed/self-employed while 33% pass-outs
were pursuing higher studies (ORG, 1995-96).
Traditionally, the history, culture, political and sociological features affected the TVET
systems in the country, later pace of urbanization and industrialization, technological
revolution and labour demands set the pace of expansion and reforms. However, around
the last two decades, globalization, emergence of knowledge society, liberalization and
employment equations in free economies have necessitated rethinking on the policies and
long-existing structures of education and training. Concerns for gender equity, social
equilibrium and justice exercise demands on policies and programmes for specific social
groups. The mandate is reaching all and building human resource for all areas of need
within emerging global society (Agrawal, 2007). The need to extend the scope and
outreach of vocational education and training was recognized by the Planning
Commission in the Tenth FYP, 2002-2007 and several reforms have been introduced.
Vocational education is seen as a strategy to impart skills and relevant knowledge and
making the youth employable for various sectors of the economy. Viewing the
empowerment of women, it seems pertinent that they are attracted to vocational
education which can groom them to take advantage of the openings available in the
growing economy of the country.
In modern times, girls are performing multifarious roles in the society. They are
emerging as career women, and many a times are no less ambitious than boys. In India
women are reported to be highly successful in many emerging sectors e.g. banking. The
Times of India reported that according to a study by Standard Chartered Bank about
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women on corporate boards in India, nine of the eleven banks listed on BSE-100 have a
woman on their board and two of these banks have a female CEO. In fact, recently,
Reserve Bank of India had two women deputy governors on board. According to a survey
by international executive research firm, EMA Partners International, around 11% of
Indian companies have women CEOs (source: ktwop.wordpress.com/tag/women-managers/).
The gender wise analysis of the total number of job seekers reveals that up to the end of
June, 2006, the percentage of women seeking the job among the total job seekers was
only 27.79% which increased significantly to more than 35% when considered between
Jan. to June’ 2006. This clearly shows that women ready to participate in different
categories of jobs are on the rise.
Adolescence is a good period to study the occupational choices, development and
influencing factors on career. Ginzberg et.al. (1951) classified 3 stages of occupational
choice: the fantasy period, up to 11 years; tentative period, ending by 17 years and the
realistic choice period, 17 years onwards. During the tentative period an individual is
aware of scope and limitations of occupations and one’s capabilities. This makes
adolescence an appropriate period to assess subject and career choices. Coleman (1979)
found that parental expectations were among the factors affecting choice of career of an
individual. O’leary (1974) reported some attitudinal barriers e.g. fear of failure, role
conflict perceived consequences etc. to vocational aspirations in women. Hilfiger (1978)
found a significant positive correlation between teacher’s attitude and receptivity of
students to expand occupational choice.
Keys (1976) and Altman and Grossman (1977) emphasized mother’s role in daughter’s
perception of career. Krishna raj (1984) reported that women’s work perceived by society
and women themselves was conditioned by sex biased education material and its
reinforcement by media. She, however also observed changes in realisation of women’s
self worth and its effects on community.
Although women are fast emerging from exclusive seclusion of home into the world of
activities outside, there are wide variations in the pace of growth among various social
strata. Many have made access to jobs in middle and lower level positions while some
have acquired responsible positions at the top levels of professional and administrative
hierarchies, yet others are aspiring for economic independence. With the changing
scenario the aspirations of the society as well as those of the girls themselves about their
careers, are expected to soar.
Studies on occupational aspirations of the society and those of girls themselves about
women’s career in relation to vocational education are limited in India. In a study from
Ghana (Kane, 1990) the aspirations of 54 secondary school girls aged 14-19 years,
undergoing Vocational education and training were studied. All wanted professional jobs
after leaving school. Their vocational aspirations recorded were – nurses (30), teacher
(6) accountant (6), air hostess (6), lawyer (2), police (2), doctor (1), and newsreader (1).
In one study from Mahastara (Chunawala, 1991) career choice of girls and effect of
vocational guidance were studied involving a group of 114 girl students in their final year
of schooling. The study revealed that most of the students wanted to be in career and the
selection was thoughtful and consistent with realities. Most of the students selected
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teaching and nursing as their future career due to traditional social constraints or
ignorance, positive effects of career guidance were noted.
In view of the above, it appeared interesting to study whether the aspirations of
individuals and society have changed with time with respect to girls (women). What
forces women into traditional slots, is it the lack of opportunity or awareness or social or
personal inhibitions. Or on the contrary, what motivates them to step out onto challenging
careers. Also as to what are the differences among various social and socio-economical
strata and what are the influences on career choices of girls.
Further, to attract sizeable segment of female population to Vocational Education it
should match requirement for fulfilment of national goals of development as well as
people’s aspirations. It has been generally realised that a non restrictive policy should be
adopted while offering vocational courses so that girls get access to a wider range of
vocational courses relevant to productivity, economic independence and individual
prosperity. As a pre-requisite to this the aspirations of society as well as of individuals
(girls) should be identified and considered. It seems worthwhile to identify what the
modern rural and urban girls opting for vocational stream aspire for, what does the
society expect of them and what are the stumbling blocks to their aspirations. Whether
they are sufficiently oriented to the wider availability of vocational courses and do they
have strong base in some support areas e.g. Science, Mathematics etc.
Differences may exist in rural and urban communities in view of lower literacy rates in
rural areas and also because of their more traditional set-ups. The National policy on
Education 1986 has accorded high priority to increasing the access of girls to Vocational
Education (VE). Despite this the progress observed seems to be slow. The issue demands
greater attention and a clearer focus. It needs to be analysed whether courses accessible to
girls have been mostly stereotype ‘feminine’ courses or they have access to modern
technology which may enable them to keep pace with the current technological
developments and demands.
May be deeper insight is needed to strengthen the VE for girls to meet the societal
aspirations and to remove sex bias. To have a clearer perception of this aspect the present
study was planned with the following objectives.
Objectives of the study:
1

Identify the aspirations of parents, teachers and girls themselves for girls as career
women and study them in relation to participation of girls in vocational education as
compared to that of the boys.

2

Assess the extent of awareness in the society regarding Vocational Education and
career opportunities thereafter.

3

Study the existing Vocational Education vis-a-vis aspirations identified in Obj.1.

4

Evolve a strategy to bridge the gap, if any.
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Review of Literature
Any research work is founded on the knowledge accumulated through previous
investigations, studies and reviews. It serves as a theoretical framework, a basis for
deciding the further course of action, throws light on suitable methodology and guides
interpretation of the data, thus, facilitating description of findings. Review of related
literature is thus a crucial step in planning, conducting, interpreting and reporting
research. For the present research work also, the relevant literature has been studied,
analysed and is presented below.
Vocational Education : An Overview
Vocational and technical education and training systems are viewed as key indicators of
youth preparedness for employment as they can provide young girls and boys with the
right competencies and equip them for the world of work, thus facilitating smooth schoolto-work transition. These are, therefore, priority areas with many national and state
governments, including India. India is in fact one of the four ancient cultures where work
education was interwoven with day-to-day life.
Vocational Education in India – a Glance
Education, in its real sense, has always been perceived far beyond literacy and numeracy.
In former times, education in India was wholesome, un-demarcated into levels (primary,
middle, secondary or higher) or forms (academic, religious, moral, career oriented). It
included knowledge, skill training, attitude building and character building. Most of the
jobs at that time were skill based (Craft), thus the education also focussed on skills, be it
education at Gurukuls or at home or as apprentice – these being the various modes of
education and training in olden times. This system also gradually had spread to small
villages and continued for thousands of years. Besides this, in ancient and medieval India,
the young children were exposed to skills relating to family vocation from childhood,
leading to intensive training within the family which gradually made them masters in the
vocation. It was also the responsibility of the elders in the family to educate children
about the righteous conduct and behaviour, and initiate them into life such that they can
face the challenges of life and take responsibilities with the desired levels of
preparedness. Even in the 19th century, India had a reasonably good and functional
system of vocational and technical education (Crane, 1965 cited in Rajput, 2006).
When the education became institutionalised into formal schools and colleges, our
national leaders and thinkers maintained their stand on skill training. Gandhi ji wrote in
Harijan “Every handicraft has to be taught not merely mechanically as is done today, but
scientifically. This is to say, the child should learn the why and wherefore of every
process” (Ali, 1999).He advocated manual productive work in his concept of basic
education stating “In my definition of education, there is no wall of brick and cement
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separating intellectual training from vocational training, but the latter includes the
former, that is, it provides scope for development of the intellect” (Patel 2002). Gandhi’s
philosophy of basic education was endorsed in Wardha conference in 1938.
The Zakir Hussain committee studied the Gandhian thoughts and writings on education
and recommended three interconnected aspects to be included prominently in the
curriculum, these were – physical and social environment of the child and the craft work
(Mishra et.al.,2009). The Secondary Education Commission in 1951-52 underlined the
need for development of technical skills and efficiency at all stages of education. Kothari
Commission recommended vocational education at various stages stating “we visualize
the future trend of school education to be towards a fruitful mingling of general and
vocational education containing some elements of prevocational, technical education and
vocational education, in its turn, having all elements of general education. In the kind of
society in which we will be living increasingly in the coming years a complete separation
between the two will be not only undesirable but impossible” (Aggarwal,1993).
Consequently, work education was considered integral part of school education with
bifurcation at secondary stage. The stage of Secondary education is considered crucial
from many points of views, it not only serves as a bridge between elementary and higher
education but also prepares an individual for the world of work, as a majority of children
in India do not opt for higher education. It was recommended in National Policy of
Education, 1968 and was reiterated in National Policy of Education, 1986. The
Ramamurti Committee,1990, also recommended three potential key features in education
– the universalization, decentralization and the vocationalization (Ghosh,2000). All these
recommendations got their due place and focus in various Five Year Plans of India.
However, as the education progressed ahead towards institutionalization, vocational
education was gradually redesigned to develop competencies specially suited to preidentified occupation(s). On the other hand, the general education, aimed to enhance the
general proficiency, was mostly information and knowledge based and didn’t prepare the
learner for any specific job or occupation. The general education & vocational education
were not only conceptually but operationally severed from each other, the vocational
students not finding smooth entry into the academic education. Some steps have recently
been taken to address this scenario, and the pilots are going on in few states.
Vocational education and vocational training were also distinctly differentiated from each
other by their relative contents of knowledge and skills. The Vocational Education
Programmes were designed to develop considerable knowledge base along with skill
development while in case of training, often there has been very little, if any, theoretical
content. The target groups, mode of delivery and management also differed.
The terms profession, occupation and vocation denote different hierarchical levels in the
job market. Profession denotes a higher level while the other two refer to middle or lower
levels, such as; an engineer is a professional while a mechanic is generally not referred to
as a professional. The table and the figure below show some relevant figures of
vocational education and training in the country.
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Table 1 : Annual vocational training capacity of ministries/departments in India

.Ministry/Department

Scheme

Capacity in million

Health and Family Welfare

-

0.02

Human Resource

Vocationalization of

0.49

Development

Secondary Education

D/o Information

Apprenticeship training

0.019

National Open School

0.067

DOEACC ‘O’ level

0.075

Apprenticeship Training

0.50

Technology
M/o Labour (DGET)

Scheme About
Craftsmen Training Scheme

0.15

About
Other long-term training

0.007

programmes

D/o Small Scale Industries

-

0.002

D/o Tourism (Food Crafts

Tourism (Food Crafts

0.0011

Institutes)

Institutes)

Total =1.2708
As cited by Gasskov et.al. (2003)

All the efforts added together, only 5% of the Indian labour force in the age group of 2024 years has obtained formal vocational training. Reports reveal that few persons and
fewer women without a secondary level of education have been able to access technical
education. The following figure (Fig.1) shows the extent of vocational training among
youth.
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Fig.1: Number of person getting vocational training per thousand persons age group wise in India
Source: NSSO Report No. 517 year 2004-05

The vocational education scheme at the 10 + 2 stage

The scheme came into existence in the late1970s. The policy document on
Vocationalization of Secondary Education (1976) enjoys a special place in the history of
vocational education in India. However, only a handful of states and Union Territories
took the lead in imparting vocational education at that time. The National Policy on
Education (1986), however, re-emphasized that “the introduction of systematic, well
planned and rigorously implemented programme of vocational education is crucial in the
proposed educational re-organization”.
The National Working Group on
Vocationalsation of Education reviewed the Vocational Education Programme (VEP)
extensively and developed guidelines for the expansion of the programme. Its
recommendations led to the initiation of the Centrally Sponsored Scheme on
Vocationalisation of Secondary Education in February 1988. The main objectives of the
scheme have been - to enhance individual employability, reduce the mismatch between
demand and supply of skilled human resource and provide an alternative for those
pursuing higher education without particular interest or purpose. The sharing pattern of
expenditure under the scheme indicates a major share of the Centre (Table 2).
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Table 2 : Sharing Pattern For Meeting Expenditure On Vocationalisation
Sl. No.

Item

Center
%

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Apprenticeship training
Evaluation and Monitoring
District Vocational Surveys
Curriculum development workshops
Instructional material development workshops
Textbook development workshops
Resource persons training courses
Instructional materials subsidy
Teacher training courses
Equipment to schools
Workshop / laboratory building
Vocational Wing of Directorate of Education
District Vocational Wing
SCERT Vocational Wing
Vocational School Staff
Raw materials / contingency
Field visits by Students
Vocational guidance
Examination and Certification

100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
50
50
50
75
50
50
50
50

States
%

50
50
50
25
50
50
50
50

The scheme got implemented through the state governments/ Union Territory
Administrations in the formal sector and nongovernmental organisations (NGOs) in the
non-formal sector. At the national level about 5% of the senior secondary schools have
been covered, although the percentage varies from state to state. The following figure
(Fig.2) shows the percentage share of all major states providing vocational education at
school level. The figure shows that states like Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka have been among the leading states, Maharashtra being the foremost with a figure of
16.78%. Schools have an important role in vocational studies because one can start learning a
vocation from his/her schools days. More coverage in school with proper infrastructure can create
a large technical group in future, which at present is deficient (Biswas,2008).
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Fig.2: Percentage share of some major states providing vocational education at school level

Source MHRD, Annual Report 2002-03, India Year Book 2008, Manpower profile

Vocational Education Programme
At present, the programme of vocational education in India is under the aegis of Ministry
of Human Resource Development (MHRD). Under the Constitution of India, education is
a concurrent subject of State and Central Government. While the Central Government has
the responsibility of developing policy, training standards and procedures, certification,
etc, the actual implementation is largely up to the State Government.
The school education in India offer the learners opportunity of vocational exposure,
orientation, exploration and training in different ways, i.e. Work Education from classes I
to VIII, prevocational education in classes IX and X and vocational education as a
distinct stream in XI and XII. The work oriented education offered at elementary level
under various nomenclatures, is meant to prepare children to face life with proper
attitude, knowledge and skills in relation to work. This is expected to promote sociopersonal and vocational development and ultimately lead to smooth transition to the
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world of work (Agrawal, 2000). The implementation, being the state’s responsibility, is
however not uniform throughout India.
Vocational education is usually offered at senior secondary level in schools (after 10
years of school education) and terminates after two years, leading to a senior secondary
level certificate. Most of these schools are government schools although in some states,
e.g. Gujarat, many private schools are offering these courses. Thus, the typical age of
entry is 15-16 years, with an entry requirement of secondary level pass certificate. The
duration of the courses is in equivalence to the senior secondary i.e. 2 years. Most of the
courses are school based, however, these have been perceived as a collaborative model.
The theory part and some basic skills are developed in schools with further refinement of
skills in the industry (at the real workplace) during practical or On the Job Training
(OJT). The course structure recommended at national level includes 70% of the
instruction time to be devoted to the chosen vocation and 30% to be divided between
language and a basic foundation course. The basic foundation course comprises of
studying the Environment, Rural Development and Entrepreneurship. State level
variations to this national recommendation also exist in some of the states. The
instruction time of the vocation study is divided between theory and practical according
to the need of the vocation, however, inculcation of skills remains in focus. The skills can
be further reinforced during the apprenticeship training, however not all the vocational
students get this opportunity. The vocational students are prepared for entry into the
world of work at middle level, although wage employment is an option, in the scenario of
skewed possibilities of a salaried job, they are encouraged to be self employed. Some
options of continuing vocational education exist leading to diploma, some of these are
also articulated with degree level education. In some States, the students from vocational
education can seek admission in relevant degree level courses, such as, in Commerce,
Home Science, Agriculture, Humanities etc. this opens an upward path for them to
academic higher education.
Inclusive education is being encouraged in the schools in India. Vocational education
being a part of school education thus covers all children of the relevant age group.
However, there are also single sex senior secondary schools. Some vocations specifically
suiting particular disabilities have also been identified.
In the formal sector, the state governments implement the scheme at the +2 stage through
approximately 9583 schools (MHRD, Annual report, 2006-07). More than 150 courses
are offered in six major disciplines: agriculture, business and commerce, engineering and
technology, health and para-medical services, home science, and humanities. Thus,
education in vocations relating to engineering and technology is also being provided in
senior secondary schools. It has been estimated that ‘there are 2484 vocations in India
which can be clubbed into about 462 ‘vocational families’. Not more than 100 such
‘vocational families’ are actually covered by the existing vocational training
infrastructure’ (cited in Chadha,2004). The vocational education at senior secondary level
has been able to divert about 5% of students from the general education although the
target was much higher. The need to extend the scope and outreach of vocational training
has been recognized by the Planning Commission. (Tenth Five Year Plan, 2002-2007).
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In the non-formal sector, the scheme provides assistance to NGOs for taking up
innovative programmes for promotion of vocationalisation of education on a project
basis. A total of 168 NGOs have been financially assisted since the initiation of the
scheme for taking up these projects which help rural unemployed youth and school
dropouts. In the informal sector, the entry level, age and qualification requirements,
content, duration, assessment and conclusion are not fixed and vary widely.
Evaluation of the VEP
In 1964-66, the Kothari Commission recommended that for a majority of occupations, a
university degree was not necessary and these jobs can be effectively performed by
trained higher secondary students. Hence, a vocational stream after 10 year of uniform
formal schooling was adopted in the National Policy of Education (1968) and successive
Five Year Plans. It is evaluation revealed commencement of vocational programmes an
many states but weak implementation and unsatisfactory results. The Working Group of
Secondary education for VII Plan (1985-90) set up by the Planning Commission and
various other quarters emphasized the role of central government in promoting
vocationalization. Consequently, NPE, 1986 accorded high priority to it and led to
implementation of centrally sponsored scheme an Vocationalization of Secondary
Education (1988) with country wide coverage. This scheme was also evaluated a number
of times, some of the important ones are enumerated below in brief –
Operation Research Group (ORG) (1995-96): Some of the important findings of the
evaluation are: (a) States are according low priority to vocational education;
(b) The Directorate of School Education, by and large, is found to be working in
isolation with little interaction with other relevant departments;
(c) State governments are reluctant to appoint full-time teachers because they are
worried about taking on a long-term committed liability, in case the scheme is
discontinued.
Parliamentary Standing Committee’s report on Vocational Education, 1998 The
Committee observed that :
 The centrally sponsored scheme has not been implemented as effectively as it
should have been done.
 The recommendations included the Department should make serious effort to give
a meaningful thrust to the scheme.
 In the case of no response being received from state governments on the progress
of implementation, follow up action should be taken and accountability fixed.
 Separate funds should be earmarked for vocational education by the Planning
Commission. It should be impressed upon state governments that non-utilization
of funds for vocational education would be treated as misappropriation.
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District Vocational Surveys should be made compulsory and community
participation in them should be encouraged.
Steps be taken to encourage a larger number of girls to be enrolled in vocational
education programme.
There was need to establish a placement cell in vocational school.
Industrial sector should be involved in curriculum preparation and renewal.
The essential qualification for entry into vocational courses should be lowered
from grade X to grade VIII.
An effective monitoring mechanism should be evolved so as to ensure effective
implementation of the scheme.

NCERT Evaluation (1998) : Some of the important recommendations are : (a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)
(f)

The vocational courses should be provided in general schools in active
partnership with industry and in close collaboration with the block level
vocational institutions (BLVI) that may be established in rural areas.
The vocational stream should be treated like the arts; science and commerce
streams and students passing out from this stream at the +2 stage should have
direct access to the tertiary stage in a related discipline.
The National Curriculum Framework of the NCERT should be restructured to
give due emphasis to work experience, prevocational and generic vocational
competencies at various levels of school education.
Full time teachers must be appointed on a regular and permanent basis as in the
case of the academic stream.
All vocational courses at the +2 level must be covered under the Apprenticeship
Act, 1961.
The large infrastructure in polytechnics and the +2 vocational wings in the higher
secondary schools, besides those of various departments and NGOs should be
reviewed for optimal utilisation of facilities in the existing vocational education
programme.

National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCFSE) 2000
In order to earn as well as to satisfy creative urge, preparing for a vocation is projected as
an important goal of all stages of education. A more important aspect of this preparation
should be the development of an attitude towards work, the determination to succeed, the
ability to explore and find some activity that matches one’s talents and aptitude.
Vocational development of an individual involves three stages : orientation, exploration
and training. NCFSE therefore recommends that vocational orientation should start from
elementary stage and lead to vocational stream at the higher secondary stage.
Working Group on Vocational Education (2000)
The Planning Commission constituted a separate Working Group on Vocational
Education for the Tenth Plan in 2000. In line with the recommendations of the working
group, the VOCATIONAL EDUCATION centrally sponsored scheme was proposed to
be recast in the Tenth Plan with the following features
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The vocational courses in schools should be competency-based and in modular
form with a credit transfer system and provisions for multi-point entry/exit.
The existing scheme should be strengthened by involving industries through
memorandums of understanding, in designing of the course, development of the
curriculum, training of faculty/students and certification of the courses.
In order to sustain the scheme, schools may consider charging fees and the
courses may be designed on a self-financing basis.
The apprenticeship training facility needs to be utilised fully and made
compulsory. To achieve this, the placement of those who have completed
vocational studies for apprenticeship and training should be decided by the Board
of Apprenticeship Training immediately after the results of the +2 examinations
are declared.
Persons with disabilities should be given special treatment while designing
vocational courses and their needs and integration into courses should receive
appropriate attention.
The All India Council for Technical Education’s (AICTE) vocational education
board needs to be reactivated for providing technical support to the school system
and for establishing linkages with other technical institutions.

Tenth Five Year Plan : 2002 – 2007
In view of the growing problem of unemployment, vocationalization of curriculum is
necessary to ensure that a disjunction does not take place between the educational system
and the workplace. Vocational education and skill development will be given importance
at all levels of education especially at the secondary school stage. The Tenth Plan will
focus on detailed vocational surveys, proper identification of marketable trades,
strengthening vocational institutes of various Ministries and Departments and better
institute-industry linkages. Steps will be taken for better networking and pooling in
resources among ITIs, Polytechnics and Apprenticeship Schools, Boards of Technical
Education and Engineering Colleges.
NCERT evaluation (2001)
NCERT, on a request from the Planning Commission, reviewed the recommendations of
various commissions, committees and evaluation reports by different agencies and after
having discussions with experts made the following recommendations for revamping and
revitalizing VEP:


In the interest of ensuring effective implementation of vocational education programme,
financial assistance by the Central Government be provided for a longer period than the
five years of a plan



Upscale the norms of expenditure in the Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) in
respect of both operational and capital expenditure. For effective planning and
implementation, the group felt that focus should be the block and the district.



A comprehensive district/block level action plan for the vocational education
indicating targets and financial implications is recommended .
It also
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recommended establishing a mechanism at district and block level to ensure that
vocational education programme is effectively implemented and required
infrastructure and other facilities are in place.
The evaluation study of ITIs in India recommended a number of measures including
review of national training policy, reform in funding mechanism, providing greater
autonomy to ITIs, reforms in National Vocational Qualification Framework, Modular
Vocational Programmes etc. (Gasskov et.al, 2003)
The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) also took up with the
Department of Economic Affairs, in the Ministry of Finance the issue of nationalised
banks and finance companies providing soft loans to help those who have completed
vocational education to set up their own enterprises. Based on various evaluations,
consultations and recommendations from time to time, the Vocational Education in India
is recently revised aimed at improving the image, making it more effective in addressing
the problems of Human Resource Development of India and making it more attractive to
the youth and employers.
Vocational Education in the states selected in the study
Goa :
Till 1961, Goa was under Portuguese rule. After its liberation in 1961, it became part of
Union territory of Goa, Daman & Diu. It achieved status of a separate state in 1987 and
has registered impressive progress in the field of education since then. Goa enjoys a place
of pride in the country as one of the most literate states of India. The State has achieved
87.40 percent literacy as per 2011 population census (official website, Goa).
Goa is reported to be among the top 5 high-income states (per capital income more than

$900) with a competitiveness Score of 72.55.
It is India's richest state with GDP per capita of Rs 70,329. It has a population of
1,734,000.Tourism is Goa's primary industry. It handles 12% of all foreign tourists. The
land away from the coast is rich in minerals and ores and mining forms the second largest
industry. Mining in Goa focuses on ores of iron, bauxite, manganese, clays, limestone
and silica. Agriculture offers part-time employment to a sizable portion of the population.
Rice is the main agricultural crop, followed by areca, cashew and coconut. The fishing
industry is another big employment generator. Medium scale industries include the
manufacturing of pesticides, fertilisers, tyres, tubes, footwear, chemicals,
pharmaceuticals, wheat products, steel rolling, fruits and fish canning, cashew nuts,
textiles, brewery products. Goa is also notable for its beer, wine and spirits available at
low prices. (www.rediff.com › Business Last updated on: May 6, 2011 10:36 IST)
With respect to vocational Education also, Goa has been among the top performing
states. The Government of Goa considers education as the foundation for human
development and a source of cultivation of traits for responsible citizenship. In view of
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this, Vocationalization of Education has been in the focus of educational initiatives in
Goa, up gradation and qualitative improvement of education, orientation of teachers to
keep them abreast with modern techniques in the teaching-learning situation etc. The
scheme of vocational education envisages vocational education in Secondary and Higher
Secondary Education for developing professional skills among the youth thereby
providing diversification of educational opportunities so as to enhance individual
employability. 43 Higher Secondary Schools in Goa, with more than 100 sections, have
been imparting 15 vocational courses in different trades as under:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Computer Software Application
Maintenance of Electronic and Electric Domestic Appliances
Auto Engineering Technology
Office Secretaryship and Stenography
Accountancy and Auditing
Marketing Salesmanship and Management
Commercial Garment Designing and Making
Catering and Restaurant Management
Industrial Management
Insurance
Healthcare Assistant
Horticulture
Tourism and Travel Techniques
Electronic Technology
Bakery and Confectionery

Most of the schools are government aided private schools. As on 2005-06, there were 158
full time and 210 part time vocational teachers in Goa, besides contractual teachers. The
students enrolled are presented in the Table 3 below, which shows that the number of
girls is far less than boys.
Table 3. Students Enrolled in Vocational Courses in Goa (SEX WISE)
Name of State

Students enrolled (sex wise)
2003-04

Goa

2004-05

2005-06

Boys

Girls

Total

Boys

Girls

Total

Boys Girls

Total

6096

3898

9994

5322

3858

9180

5546

9058

3512

At the management level, one Deputy Director was looking after vocational education
separately along with other staff e.g. RA/VEO, assistant, accountant etc. (Source : official
web site Directorate of Education, Government of Goa, PSSCIVE publication, 2009).
The Goa Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education (GBSHSE) has reported that Goa
had achieved 25 per cent enrolment in vocational stream generating a workforce that is “educated
and empowered with skills.” Vocational education in Goa has brought down the number of drop-
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outs in schools. It had created a workforce and an alternative for students. Goa, with its strong
tourism base and new drive to revive agriculture, has been working on Agro-tourism, cateringcum-hospitality and computer courses and some technical courses. The Assistant Director of
Education, Goa, pointed out that students opt for skill-based courses as per their aptitude,
resulting in high level of employment. Travel and tourism, and catering have been some such
courses. Under the guidance of the PSSCIVE, Goa is working to adopt courses as per the national
quality framework. Emphasizing skill development and vocational programmes to curb
unemployment in among the priorities in Goa.

Chandigarh :
The Education Department, Chandigarh Administration, introduced Vocational
Education in Government Senior Secondary Schools of Chandigarh in the year 1987-88.
This is a distinct stream running parallel to Science, Arts and Commerce streams. To
begin with, five Vocational Courses in Five Govt. Senior Secondary Schools were
introduced in the year 1987, which later increased to 21 Vocational Courses in 23 Govt.
Senior Secondary Schools. These courses are broadly classified under four heads namely:
Home Science, Health and Para-Medical, Engineering, and Commerce. The list of the
courses is given below:
A.

Business & Commerce Area
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

B.

Engineering & Technology Area
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

C.

Automobile Technology
Electrical Technology
Electronic Technology
Structure & Fabrication Technology
AC & Refrigeration Technology

Home Science Area
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

D.

Stenography & Secretarial Practice (English)
Stenography & Secretarial Practice (Hindi)
Information Technology
Accountancy & Auditing
Marketing and Salesmanship
Life Insurance Course

Fashion Designing & Clothing Construction
Textile Designs and Printing
Food Service & Management
Bakery & Confectionery
Health Care & Beauty Culture
Hotel Management & Catering Technology

Health Science & Education for Disabled
18.
19.
20.
21.

Auxiliary Nursing & Mid-wifery
Medical Lab Technology
Ophthalmic Techniques
X-ray
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All the courses are skill oriented and match the changing scenario of the economic
activities in and around the city of Chandigarh. As a result, a good number of Vocational
pass outs are able to find placement either in jobs or in higher level courses. After
completion of 10+2 with any Vocational Course, avenues are open for wage employment,
self employment and higher education. The examination of 10+1 is internal and that of
10+2 is conducted by Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE). Passouts of
Vocational Courses are awarded certificates by the CBSE declaring them successful in
10+2, by having taken Vocational Subjects.(source: official website, Education
Department, Chandigarh Administration).
There was an increasing trend seen in the enrolment of students in VE, such as in 200304, the total students enrolled were 1900, which increased to 2023 and 2170 in the years
2004-05 and 2005-06, respectively. In the year 2005-06, it was seen that all the posts of
full time and part time vocational teachers were filled, and thus, there were 29 full time
and 72 part time vocational teachers besides the other staff. Chandigarh happens to be
one the few states which created a good management structure at the Directorate and
SCERT level, with one Deputy Director, one Assistant Director, two RA, one
Superintendent and one Assistant working specifically for vocational education at the
level of the Directorate and two subject experts and one Assistant working at SCERT
besides the supporting staff.
The number of boys and girls enrolled in vocational education are shown in Table 4.
Table 4. Students Enrolled in Vocational Courses in Chandigarh (SEX WISE)
Name of
States/UTs

Students enrolled (sex wise)

S.No.

1.

2003-04

Chandigarh

2004-05

2005-06

Boys

Girls

Total

Boys

Girls

Total

Boys

Girls

Total

898

1002

1900

1000

1023

2023

1066

1067

2133

The details of the grants received during these years is shown in Table 5.
Table 5. Grants received for vocational education in Chandigarh
2003-04

2004-5

2005-06

10535000

12993400

13808000

Source: PSSCIVE (2009)
More recently in a meeting conducted under the Chairpersonship of Secretary Technical
Education-cum-Finance Secretary, Chandigarh Administration and Principal Secretary to
Adviser to Prime Minister, Govt. of India to review the performance of Skill Development Plan

25

for Union Territory, Chandigarh and to upscale the same, the following points were the
highlight:i.

ii.

iii.

Upgrade skills to international standards through significant industry
involvement and develop necessary frameworks for standards, curriculum
and equality assurance and better employability.
Enhance, support and coordinate private sector initiatives for skill
development through appropriate Public- Private Partnership (PPP)
models; strive for significant operational and financial involvement from
the private sector.
Remodel existing skill development programme and identify new areas of
employability.

Reforms Suggested/Adopted in Vocational Education in India
Traditionally, history, culture, political and sociological features affected the TVET
systems in a country. Later, the pace of urbanization and industrialization, technological
revolution and labour demands set the pace of expansion and reforms. However, in the
last one to two decades, globalization, emergence of the knowledge society, liberalization
and employment equations in free economies have necessitated rethinking on the policies
and long-existing structures of education and training. Concerns regarding gender equity,
social equilibrium and justice exercise demands on policies and programmes for specific
social groups. The mandate has extended to all to build human resources to cope with all
areas of need within an emerging global society (Agrawal 2009).
The aspects of GDP growth and the employment position very clearly set the agenda for
understanding the challenges and opportunities before India.
For the development of the National Curriculum Framework, 2005, a number of Focus
Groups were constituted to extensively discuss on various strategic issues and come out
with a position paper on the theme. One such group was on Work and Education. This
group proposed that work-centred pedagogy be a central organizing theme for
reconstruction of the present education system from the pre-school stage up to Class XII.
Work needs to be interwoven in the curriculum for the purpose of,
(a)
(b)
(c)

acquiring knowledge
building values
promoting multiple skill formation within the framework of generic
competencies;

Systemic competencies relate to the overall understanding and capacity for working in
changing contexts. These include the ability to comprehend the whole system, develop a
holistic perspective, alter parts and design new systems; capacity to work with transfer of
learning; capacity to appreciate a paradigm change and re-define one’s role; courage to
take initiative and chart new paths; and others.
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Further, the Ministry of Human Resource Development also made extensive
consultations to formulate a new policy. In the meantime, the states are also announcing
their own measures to cope up with the demands of the growing economy. For example,
it is reported that the Karnataka State Government's vocational education policy is geared
up towards generating trained human resources required for the planned industrialisation
of the State. This will benefit one lakh unemployed youth, while its skill development
programme proposed with the collaboration of central agencies and the private sector will
boost the employment potential of another one lakh youth (The Hindu, 2006).
The need to extend the scope and outreach of vocational education and training was
recognized by the Planning Commission in the Tenth FYP, 2002-2007 and several
reforms have been introduced. The plan posited that the growing problem of
unemployment among youth requires a recasting of the entire vocational education
scheme. For future policies on vocational courses it emphasised that the vocational
courses should be demand and need-based, keeping in mind the constantly changing
requirements of technologies/industries and they must also feature an in-built flexibility
to allow students to switch courses in line with the changes in demand patterns. GDP in
India is growing fast; however, the economists suggest that to uplift the people below
poverty line, the economy has to grow at the rate of 10% per annum consistently, for over
a decade. This cannot become a reality unless focused attention is paid to rural
development. A major challenge is of uplifting of 260 million people who are below the
poverty line. They need habitat, food, health care, they need education and employment,
finally resulting into a good life. For rural upliftment, five areas have been identified
where India has a core competence for integrated action: (1) Agriculture and food
processing (2) Reliable and Quality Electric power, Surface transport and Infrastructure
for all parts of the country. (3) Education and Healthcare (4) Information and
Communication Technology (5) Strategic sectors (President of India, 2004).
The 10th Five Year Plan 2002-07, reflected that the growing problem of unemployment
among the youth requires a recasting of the entire vocational education scheme. Future
policies on vocational courses must revolve around the following issues:


The vocational courses should be demand and need-based, keeping in mind the
constantly changing requirements of technologies/industries. Vocational courses
must have an in-built flexibility to allow students to switch courses with changes in
demand patterns.



The existing scheme should be strengthened by involving industries through MoUs in
the designing and certification of courses and training of students and faculty.
At present, most of the vocational courses are in the manufacturing sector. Given the
slow growth in this sector and the exploding opportunities in the services sector,
vocational courses should concentrate more on the latter.





The apex industry associations like the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI), Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(ASSOCHAM) and Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) need to be involved to a
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greater extent in the implementation of vocational education programmes and
imparting of skills.(These are some of the strategies that the plan included)
Because of employment saturation in the organized sector, the unorganized economy and
mostly its non-formal rural and services sectors are most likely to become the major
consumers of skilled (and unskilled) labour. In view of the low quality of jobs in this
economy, it is suggested to launch the productivity improvement programmes along with
the introduction of decent work to the unorganized economy.
More than 58% of country's population depends on agriculture, a sector producing only
22% of GDP. Thus, there is a need to absorb excess agricultural labour in other sectors,
notably industry. Rapid growth of agro - processing industry close to the agricultural
production centres can bring about this shift without moving people from rural to urban
areas.
Additional employment opportunities in the future will be generated mainly in the
services and manufacturing sectors. Elixir, a Human Resource Consultancy, has
identified four segments in the manufacturing industry, namely, auto components market,
textiles and garments, pharmaceuticals and engineering goods, to be the major players in
over all sectoral growth and employment generation. After 2003, the manufacturing
sector in India has recorded sturdy growth in the backdrop of technological revolutions,
globalisation and liberalization. Cost effective labour, highly skilled technical human
resource, rich raw material base are the major attracting factors to foreign investment or
outsourcing. The Indian manufacturing sector is recording soaring profits as well
generating employment opportunities. The specialists have noted that about 10 million
people will join the manufacturing sector workforce annually and about 25 million new
jobs will be created by 2015 (Samuel, 2007).
As indicated earlier, only about 5 per cent of the 459 million strong labour force in the
age group of 20-24 years have obtained skills through formal training system. Out of 175
million students who enrol in class I each year, 122 million students drop out by class
10th and majority of them enter labour market without skills. (PIB, Dec.,2006). Thus the
training needs are enormous.
A survey conducted by an independent body, the Operational Research Group (ORG) in
1996 revealed that about 28% students from the vocational education were able to get
employment while another about 38% pursued higher education. However, its success is
‘patchy’ and fresh debates are going on at present to introduce reforms.
The National Curriculum Framework (NCF), 2005 of NCERT proposes that workcentred pedagogy be a central organizing theme for the reconstruction of the present
education system from the pre-school stage up to Class XII. Work needs to be interwoven
in the curriculum for the purpose of acquiring knowledge, building values and promoting
multiple skill formation within the framework of generic competencies. Systemic
competencies need to be paid attention to, which relate to the overall understanding and
capacity for working in changing contexts. These include the ability to comprehend the
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whole system, develop a holistic perspective, alter parts and design new systems; the
capacity to work with transfer of learning; the capacity to appreciate a paradigm change
and re-define one’s role; the courage to take initiative and chart new paths; and others.
The assessment must be based on such evaluation parameters that will test the multidimensional attributes and capacities (including generic competencies) that are expected
to develop in the cognitive, affective and psycho-motor domains in a holistic manner
(NCF 2005, 116).
Some other new initiatives include introduction of a National Policy on Skill
Development in 2009 with the objective of creating a workforce empowered with
improved skills, knowledge and internationally recognized qualifications to ensure
India’s global competitiveness in HR. The salient features include creating a system to
deliver ‘competencies’ in line with nationally and internationally recognized standards
and provide greater space for Public Private Partnership (PPP).
The MHRD has brought a revised scheme of the vocationalisation of Higher Secondary
Education in 2011. The revised scheme has greater provisions for partnerships and the
involvement of industry. The states are announcing their own measures to cope with the
demands of the growing economy.
Introduction of National Vocational Education Qualification Framework (NVEQF), now
renamed as National Skills Qualification Framework (NSQF) has been another landmark
of recent times. Students, offering general courses – like science, arts or commerce at the
+2 level and later in the tertiary sector of education, constitute the bulk of the 60 million
educated unemployed youth in the country. These youth and those who are underemployed or those seeking a change of job can benefit immensely by suitable training
opportunities. Even for those already employed, training to upgrade skills is important in
maintaining productivity and remaining useful to the employer. Further, the tenth FYP
envisaged that vocationalisation of the curriculum is necessary to ensure that a
disjunction does not take place between the educational system and the workplace. The
need was also felt to integrate various qualifications, from secondary level to Ph.D. level,
interweaving academic education, vocational education, technical education and skill
training for vertical mobility and career growth. This is now being realized with the
introduction of NVEQF. The framework is market driven. The salient features include
competency based, modular, flexible courses with a provision for the recognition of prior
learning, flexibility in delivery mode, training design and diversity in a range of courses
and training options, covering both the organized and un-organized sector. Each module
will lead to certificate of attainment.
To make the much talked about ‘demographic dividend’ a dividend in reality, the XI Five
Year Plan proposed a comprehensive National Skill Development Mission.
Consequently, in 2008, a three tier institutional structure was created: (i) National
Council on Skill Development (NCSD) chaired by the Prime Minister - its Charter
includes vision setting and laying down core strategies, (ii) National Skill Development
Coordination Board (NSDCB) chaired by the Deputy Chairperson, Planning Commission
which will coordinate action for skill development both in the public and the private

29

sector. As mentioned earlier, as many as 17 Ministries and Departments are associated
with skill development. This body will bring in much needed linkages amongst these. (iii)
National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) which is to promote private sector
involvement. The NSDC is a unique PPP Enterprise which has been mandated to skill
30% of the overall target of 500 million people by the year 2022.
The National Policy on Skill Development envisaged creation of Sector Skill Councils
(SSCs), through the NSDC, for performing a wide range of functions, the most important
of which are to determine competency standards and qualifications, and accreditation.
Many of these SSCs are now operational while many more are in the pipeline.
Internal academic cooperation
Vocational students can directly join the second year of the three-year diploma
programme under the lateral entry system in all polytechnics. Their intake is restricted to
10% of the sanctioned intake of the diploma courses. There is a possibility of lateral entry
of meritorious diploma students to the degree level, provided they have secured at least
60% marks on aggregate in the diploma. Such students are considered academically
equivalent to a student who has passed the first year of a 4-year degree programme and
thus, are allowed entry into the second year (third semester) directly. An additional 10%
seats are reserved for such students and admission is given on the basis of merit obtained
in an entrance test. Once admitted there is also provision of a remedial course if required.
The entry requirement for degree programmes in engineering and technology is a senior
secondary, i.e.12th pass certificate (age of entry 17/18 years) and duration is 4 years. The
pass certificate of vocational students in areas of engineering and technology also makes
them eligible to compete for entrance into the Indian Institute of Technology (IITs).
Eligibility is also given for degree-level courses in respective vocations, such as for
bachelor degrees in Commerce, Home Science, Agriculture, Dairy Science etc., however,
state-level differences occur as universities have their own regulations for admission,
which may also differ between the universities. Ironically, when University Grants
Commission (UGC) started degree level vocational courses, the vocational graduates of
higher secondary stage were not considered eligible (Agrawal, 2013).
Some state level initiatives have brought rich dividends for vocational students. In
Chandigarh, students of X-ray technician course were considered eligible for a course in
radiology at the prestigious Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research
(PGI), Chandigarh. This opportunity opened good opportunities for employment for
students taking this course and the course gained a considerable popularity on this
account. There are many such examples with different courses in different states but no
uniform pattern (Agrawal, 2013).
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3.3 Some recent initiatives of internal cooperation
In the XII FYP, education and skill development have been given exceptionally high
priority. Presently, the MHRD has taken up with the Department of Economic Affairs in
the Ministry of Finance, the issue of nationalised banks and finance companies to provide
soft loans to help those who have completed vocational education in setting up their own
enterprises. The Labour Ministry launched a scheme on skill development initiative
through public private partnership under which short-term training courses on modular
pattern are conducted (PIB Dec. 2006, 1). For producing a multi-skilled work force of
international standard and targeting 10 million employment opportunities per year, the
upgrading of 500 existing ITIs into Centres of Excellence has been taken up. The
introduction of multi-skilling courses in the first year followed by advanced/ specialized
modular courses in the second year; adoption of an industry-wise cluster approach, multi
entry-multi exit provisions; public private partnership in the form of an Institute
Managing Committee to ensure greater and active involvement of the industry are
specific features of the scheme (Ministry of Labour and Employment, 2006-07).
DGE&T under the Ministry of Labour and Employment, in 2006-07, has started a new
scheme of ‘Testing and Certification of Skills’ acquired through informal means. Initially
8000 construction workers were tested and certified involving the Construction Industry
Development Council. For 46 skill areas, competency standards have been developed,
while for several others the process is in progress. Approximately 17 states have given
their assent to implement the scheme at state level (Ministry of Labour and Employment
2006-07).
The prominent industry associations in India, namely, FICCI, CII and PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, are now taking keen interest in skill development. It is
becoming understood that an Industry-Academia Collaboration is immediately required
to generate opportunities for the development of skilled human resources to give India a
global edge. These chambers have taken steps in creating training opportunities in
various sectors with the industries concerned, organising national and international level
discussions, conferences and studies.
However, till recently these have been ‘stand alone’ efforts rather than real collaborations
among a variety of education and training providers, industries and employers, financing
bodies, policy planners and academic institutions. The system will be effective in meeting
the challenge only when collaborations become functional amongst them.
This issue is being addressed by the creation of new management structures, launch of
NVEQF etc. as described above. The NSDC, one of the new management structures
created, through the SSCs funded by it, has been coordinating with the MHRD and
MOLE for evolving a skills qualification framework to allow for a seamless transfer from
vocational education and training to academic education. In partnership with MHRD and
NSDC, a pilot is being run in one of the Indian states. Working towards the vision of
making India the skill capital of the world, a number of skill gap studies have been
conducted/ coordinated for important sectors in the economy and the task of specifying

31

national skill standards for different occupations has been undertaken. NSDC has also
reported reaching out to government bodies, institutions and organisations internationally
to import expertise and know-how, wherever necessary, in certain sectors, e.g. food
processing, retail, automobile, construction etc. Steps are also being taken to bridge the
skill gaps identified through studies. For example, a study shows that the auto and auto
ancillary segment will face a shortage of 35 m by 2022. To meet the challenge, TVS
Motor Co. Ltd. is linking up with NSDC to create a trained workforce pool (NSDC
Annual Report 2012).
Future priorities
The competition is no longer local but a global phenomenon. People are compelled to
compete with others around the world. Therefore, HR policies and skill standards in other
countries have become crucial and benchmarking needs to be achieved and set against
international standards. One has to keep an eye on the best practices in other countries
and learn from the success and failures of initiatives in the global scenario. Bilateral and
multilateral partnerships, with the high potential to remain functional need to be
established. In view of the fast changes in technologies and the financial markets; the
emergence of global economies, products and services; growing international competition
and new forms of business and management practices, such partnerships become even
more crucial if we wish to provide a competitive advantage to our work force (Agrawal,
2013).
Labour Participation Rate and Employment scenario
The percentage of main female workers by rural-urban residence in different industrial
categories did not vary from 1981 to 1991. The largest percentage of 79.43 was recorded
as cultivators and Agricultural labourers in 1981 which remained to be 79.15 in 1991.
The percentage of female workers in other industrial categories e.g. mining and
quarrying; construction, transport. Storage; communication etc remained very poor
(Census of India, 1991). However, out of a total workforce of around 398 million in 2000, an
estimated 93% was in informal employment. For women, the percentage is even higher, around
96%. In the case of agriculture, 99% of women (and men) are in informal employment. The
informal workforce, outside of agriculture, consists of employment in informal enterprises. The
latter includes sub-contracted workers as well as a range of other workers such as domestic
service and other service work. In terms of absolute numbers, women are one-third of all workers
in the informal economy. Besides agriculture, certain other sectors are also largely informal e.g.
94% of employment in construction is informal (ILO 2002).
The 2001 census of the population reveals a majority of rural workers, more than 73%, to be
engaged in agriculture related activities, either as cultivators or as agricultural labourers.
Total unemployment in India was estimated to be around 35 million persons in 2002. According
to DGET, Ministry of Labour and Employment, around 39.3 million job seekers were registered
in employment exchanges throughout the country in December 2005. Against this, only 173
thousand got job in government sector. The placement in jobs, which was of the order of 138
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thousand in 2004, rose to 173 thousand in 2005. Nevertheless, over 5.2 million persons with
graduate or higher qualifications are still waiting for jobs. Every year 5.0 to 5.5 million job
seekers are registered. Over three fourth of the unemployed are in rural areas and three-fifth
among them are educated.
The gender wise analysis of the total number of job seekers (Table 6 ) reveals that up to the end
of June, 2006, the percentage of women seeking the job among the total job seekers was only
27.79% which increased significantly to more than 35% when considered between Jan. to June’
2006. This clearly shows that women ready to participate in different categories of jobs are on the
rise.

Table 6 : Gender wise Distribution of Job Seekers
Total number of Job seekers on the Live Register as on 30-06-2006 (In millions)
Men
29.370
Women
11.305
Total
40.675
Total number of Job seekers placed during 2006 (Jan-June)
Men
0.088
Women
0.017
Total
0.105
Total number of Job seekers placed during 2006 (Jan-June)
Men
2.339
Women
1.282
Total
3.621
Source: DGE&T, Ministry of Labour and Employment

Economics Census, the fifth in the series conducted in the year 2006 in all the states /
Union Territories (UTs) in collaboration with states / UTs Directorates of Economics and
Statistics, covering all entrepreneurial activities throughout the country stated that as per
the provisional results, there are 42.12 million entrepreneurial units in the country
engaged in different activities other than crop production and plantation. Out of these,
25.81 million units (61.3 per cent) are in the rural areas while the remaining 16.31 million
(38.7 per cent) are in the urban areas. Enterprises have grown at the annual rate of 4.8 per
cent during 1998-2005 (PIB, 2006).

Source: PIB,2006
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The provisional data indicate that the total number of persons working in all
enterprises is of the order of 99 million; 50.2 million in the rural areas and 48.8
million in the urban areas. Female employment is about 19 per cent of the total
employment. Hired labour constitutes around 52 per cent of the total employment.
The annual average growth rate of employment in the country comes to about 2.6 per
cent between the Economic Census 1998 and Economic Census 2005.

Source: PIB,2006

As on March,2001, the employment scenario in the organized sector is shown in
Table 7. It reveals that not many employment opportunities were created in this
sector. Except for the smaller establishments, all other categories, both in public and
private sectors registered a decreasing trend.
Table 7: Employment In Organised Sector*
(In Millions)
Public Sector
Central
Government
State Government
Quasi
Government
Local Bodies
Private Sector
(Non-agriculture)
Large
establishments
(Employing 25 or
more workers)
Smaller
establishments
(Employing
10to24 workers)

March
1994

March
1995

March
1996

March
1997

March
1998

March
1999

March
2000

March
2001

March
2002

March
2003

March
2004

3.392

3.395

3.366

3.295

3.253

3.313

3.273

3.261

3.195

3.133

3.027

7.337
6.514

7.355
6.520

7.414
6.458

7.485
6.535

7.458
6.461

7.458
6.385

7.460
6.326

7.425
6.192

7.384
6.020

7.367
5.901

7.222
5.822

2.202
6.998

2.197
7.118

2.192
7.550

2.244
7.706

2.246
7.821

2.259
7.770

2.255
7.719

2.261
7.709

2.175
7.508

2.179
7.472

2.126
7.234

0.932

0.940

0.961

0.979

0.927

0.928

0.927

0.943

0.924

0.949

0.1012

Source: DGE&T, Ministry of Labour and Employment

*

organized sector includes the enterprises employing 10 or more workers, but
not including temporary casual workers. The unorganized sector includes all
remaining enterprises land workers.
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Data from the last round of National Sample Survey for 2004-05, the Economic
Census 2005 and the Annual Survey of Industry reveal (Planning Commission,2006)
–
i.

Employment growth accelerated to 2.6% during 1999-2005 outpacing population
growth. But the average daily status unemployment rate, which had increased
from 6.1% in 1993-94 to 7.3% in 1999-00, increased further to 8.3% in 2004-05.
This was because the working population grew faster than total population and
labour force participation rates increased, particularly among women. This is
besides the under-employment.
ii. Agriculture employment has increased at less than 1% per annum. This has been
associated with a sharp increase in unemployment (from 9.5% in 1993-94 to
15.3% in 2004-05) among agricultural labour households.
iii. Non-agriculture employment expanded robustly at an annual rate of 4.7% during
1999-2005 but this growth was entirely in the unorganized sector and mainly in
low productivity self-employment. Employment in the organized sectors actually
declined despite fairly healthy GDP growth.
iv. NSS earnings data show negligible growth of average real wage rates in nonagricultural employment during 1999-2005. Women and less educated workers
did worse than others and sizeable increases in earnings were confined mainly to
those who were at least graduates. According to the Annual Survey of Industries,
real wages stagnated or declined even for workers in organized industry although
managerial and technical staff did secure large increase.
On the supply side, the labour force will increase by about 52 million during 11th Five Year
Plan (2007-2011) if it grows at the same rate as current projections of working age
population. The increase could to be much higher, around 65 million, if female participation
rates rise at the pace observed during 1999-2005. Since this increase will be over and above
the present backlog of about 35 million unemployed, at least 65 million additional nonagricultural opportunities are needed to be planned in the 11th Plan.
A study conducted by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD), has brought out that India has been generating more jobs than Brazil and China.
OECD’s Economic Outlook 2007 has revealed that India generated 11.3 million net new jobs
annually between 2000 and 2005, which is over 60% more than the new jobs created in China
every year, as can be seen in the figure below (Times of India, 2007).

Net new jobs created per year (In millions) for 2000-2005
11.3
12
10
8
6
4
2
0

7
3.7

2.7
0.7

India

China

OECD

35

Barazil

Russia

However, continued efforts in job creation are necessary in view of the magnitude of
population seeking employment. In the current scenario of economic development, with a
pronounced tendency to shed excess labour and improved competitiveness, it is important to
create job opportunities for all eligible citizens, specially youth. In India, the attitudinal
rigidity of preference for a government job or a white-collar job has just recently begun to
melt. It has to be consolidated. What India needs is an intensive programme of skill
development matched with job creation efforts and demands of the market.

Girls’ Education
Education of Girls/Women has been among top priorities in the national agenda since
independence. Emphasizing the education and empowerment of girls/women, NPE,
1986 reiterates “This will be an act of faith and social engineering .Education will be
used as an agent of basic change in the status of women. The National Education
System will play a positive, interventionist role in the empowerment of women. It
will foster the development of new values through redesigned curricula, textbooks,
the training and orientation of teachers, decision makers and administrators, and the
active involvement ….” Over a period, there have been major policy shifts from
macro, aggregative, centralized planning to disaggregate, decentralized micro
planning with people’s participation; from “welfare” to development and finally to
empowerment of women; from seeing girls’ education only as a moral commitment to
viewing it as a sound investment; from manpower/human capital to Human Resource
Development to Human Development and Human Rights. Consequently, girls’
education has come a long way since last few decades, especially in response to the
initiatives taken under SSA. The scenario shortly after Independence reveals that the
percentage of girls’ enrolment to total enrolment by stages in 1950-51 was 28.1, 16.1,
13.3 and 10.0 for Primary (I-V), Middle (VI-VIII), Sec./Hr.Sec. and Higher
Education, respectively. Two things are evident from this, i.e., the enrolment was
dismally low and the drop-out rate was very high. In 2000-01, these figures rose to
43.7, 40.9, 38.6 and 36.9, respectively, indicating that there has been a substantial
increase in enrolment as well as in retention. One satisfying feature is that it has been
possible to bring socially disadvantaged strata into the educational mainstream in
greater numbers than before. Enrolment of scheduled caste girl students which was
34.3, 27.0 and 21.4 per cent of the total enrolment, for the Primary, Middle and High
School/Hr. Secondary, respectively, in 1980-81, significantly increased to 43.1, 39.3
and 36.5 in 2000-01, indicating also decrease in dropout rate. Similar trend is seen for
scheduled tribes as the corresponding figures for scheduled tribe girl students for
1980-81 are 32.6, 27.6 and 25 per cent with an increment to 42.1, 39.6 and 35.9 per
cent in 2000-01.
Although there has been improvement in the enrolment and retention of girls as compared to
the previous scenario, a lot more needs to be done. Retention and quality are still the issues
which need to be paid greater attention. However, till every girl child is able to exercise

her right to quality education, is capable to facing the challenges of life at varied
fronts and is empowered in the true sense of functionality, it is to be considered an
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incomplete mission. Vocational education is seen as a strategy to impart skills and relevant
knowledge and making the youth employable for various sectors of the economy. Viewing
the empowerment of women, it seems pertinent that they are attracted to vocational education
which can groom them to take advantage of the openings available in the growing economy
of the country.

Career Development and Factors Influencing Career Choice
Sociologists like Arthur et al (1989) define career as “The evolving sequence of
person’s work experience over time” giving central importance to ‘work’ and ‘time’.
Distinguishing career from either a job or an occupation, Super (1983) defines career
as “a sequence of positions occupied by a person throughout his or her preoccupational, occupational, and post occupational life”.
Career theory has emerged out of application of vocational psychology principles in a
personality-occupation matching paradigm. In this, it focuses on “individual in search
of work” rather than on “work itself”. A career theory has the individual as the
central figure, one who is going through the process of thinking and planning about
career, preparing to enter the chosen career, and attempting to establish and make
required adjustments (Swadesh Mohan, 1999).
Super, a pioneer in career theory and practice, termed the career maturity as
vocational maturity and explained it as a point reached by an individual on the
continuum of vocational development, from exploration to decline, when one is ready
to make a choice (Super,1955). Initially the youth is indecisive and confused, thus
displaying career immaturity, thus at this stage is not able to make a realistic choice.
This may be because they lack proper awareness and knowledge about the world of
work as well as their awareness about their own interests and potentials. It may also
be because they have not yet given it a serious thought. At this stage, one may
dwindle between one career choice to another. The developmental task of matching
self to various occupations Super called specifying a choice. At these stages, the role
of education and guidance is important. Crites (1978) defined career maturity as the
extent to which an individual has mastered the vocational development task including
both knowledge and attitudinal components, appropriate to his/her state of career
development. It involves forming interest, making consistent and competent choices
and developing attitude towards career.
Various theories have been proposed explaining how individuals select their careers
and what prompts them to make certain choices against the other options. Some
theories lay emphasis on objectivity, these theories assume that human behaviour
follows a logical pattern and can be studied regardless of context, while the others
emphasize on the context stating “human behaviour can be best understood in the
context in which it operates”. Some theories state that vocational choice is external to
the individual i.e. an individual enters an occupation solely influenced by external
factors e.g. chance, social influences, economy – demand and supply, etc. opposed to
this are impulse theories which solely attribute the choice to internal factors keeping
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the individual in focus. As such, both seem to be inadequate because individual as
well as the environment play a role in the choice of career of a person. Ginzberg
(1968) classified 3 stages of occupational choice the fantasy period, upto 11 years;
tentative period, ending by 17 years and the realistic choice period, 17 years onwards.
During the tentative period an individual is aware of scope and limitations of
occupations and one’s capabilities.
Adolescence is an ideal time to study the career development of young woman. It is
during adolescence that many changes occur that strongly influence the development
of career preferences and aspirations. Hence, the present study was planned on
adolescent girls. Puberty and emerging sexuality, including a growing interest in
heterosexual relationship, create a gender role identity. Greater autonomy and
independence contribute to the process of identity development. Career options and
choices become more realistic as the adolescent gains a greater awareness of her/his
skills and interests (Monks & Van Boxtel, 1985). Poole and Low (1985) pointed out
that career preferences are formed early in adolescence and, for both boys & girls, are
heavily influenced by gender role socialization, one of the earliest and thus most
powerful forms of socialization. The strength of this socialization often creates a
narrow, gender based range of career options (McMahon & Patton, 1997).
Past research has revealed significantly different patterns of vocational development
at work in adolescent boys vs adolescent girls (eg. Corder & Stephan, 1984;
Gottfredson, 1981, Grotevant & Thorbecke, 1982). In an early study, Hawley (1971)
found that girls who are choosing a career are influenced by what they believe boys
think is appropriate female behavior, and that girls don’t feel rewarded by their peer
groups for intelligence and achievement. Gottfredson (1981) presented
circumscription model of career development, and suggested that adolescence, one’s
choices have already been narrowed to those that are ‘gender appropriate’ and that
one’s sense of options ‘available with reasonable effort’ thus becomes circumscribed
over time. Grotevant and Thorbecke (1982) found that adolescent girls and boys use
different styles to achieve their vocational or career identities; by the end of the high
school, occupational identities have become most salient to boys, whereas relational
identity become most salient for girls.
Keys (1976) and Altman and Grossman (1977) emphasized mother’s role in
daughter’s perception of career. In a study from Ghana (Kane, 1990) the aspirations
of 54 secondary school girls aged 14-19 years, undergoing Vocational education and
training were studied. All wanted professional jobs after leaving school. Their
vocational aspirations recorded were – nurses (30), teacher (6) accountant (6), air
hostess (6), lawyer (2), police (2), doctor (1), newsreader (1). According to Danzinger
(1983), the career expectations of adolescent boys are strongly influenced by ability,
academic achievement, and opportunity, whereas those of adolescent girls are
influenced by class background and parental expectations. Coleman (1979) found that
parental expectations were among the factors affecting choice of career of an
individual.
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Hilfiger (1978) found a significant positive correlation between teacher’s attitude and
receptivity of students to expand occupational choice.

In contrast to boys, girls are faced with a conflict between their future careers and a
commitment to marriage and family (Archer, 1985; Card, Steel & Abeles, 1980).
Corder & Stephan (1984) stated that girls make decisions about how they will
combine family and work before choosing a career. O’leary (1974) reported some
attitudinal barriers e.g. fear of failure, role conflict perceived consequences, etc. to
vocational aspirations in women. Because of these conflicts, adolescent girls have
historically tended to aspire to lower prestige (more feminine) career than boys
(Danzinger, 1983, Eccles, 1985; Shapiro & Crowley, 1982). During the 1980s,
Shapiro and Crowley (1982) reported that women were still under-represented in the
most prestigious careers, and Reis (1987) asserted that in almost all occupations, men
surpassed women in both professional accomplishments and financial reward.
More recently, however, researchers have documented a trend in the direction of more
equalized career aspirations between adolescent boys and girls (e.g. Stevens, Puchtell,
Ryu & Mortimer, 1992); some have even shown girls’ aspiration exceeding boys’
(Dunnel & Bakken, 1991; Farmer, 1983), in a study of 9th and 12th graders, found
that girls not only aspired to higher level careers than the boys, but they also believed,
more than did the boys, that their career roles would be central to their future adult
lives. Dunnel & Bakken (1991) also found that girl’s career aspirations to be
significantly higher than the boys’. In addition their analysis of 9th, 11th and 12th
grade girls’ career aspirations showed less traditional or gender-stereotypical choices
than those of the boys. Steven, et. al. (1992), in a survey of 9th grades found no
difference in attitudes towards achievement or future work between girls and boys.

Career selection in India is also a function of deep-rooted social and moral values it is
true also, that the balance between opportunities and personal desires may not be ideal
due to the vastness of population and wide gaps in sources of information. The family
influences on career development of adolescents. Other than family social stereotypes
determine to a great extent the popularity of a good number of occupations and have
an important bearing on the process of preparation of individuals for a ‘future life
course’. The motivational determinants consist of parental encouragement and
support, parental ambitions, aspirations, expectations, etc. Shukla gave inconclusive
evidence regarding influences or parent’s advice and Shah concluded that self-interest
of students of Arts, Commerce, and Science streams was significantly higher than
either parents’ advice or any other reason. Srivastava found fathers’ expectations
about their sons’ occupational placements higher than the latter’s own choices. The
fathers’ suggestive behaviour with regard to girls changed as they grew older. The
evidence suggests that direct intervention of Indian parents is not much reciprocated
by children (c.f. Swadesh Mohan,1999).Studies on occupational aspirations of the
society and those of girls themselves about women’s career in relation to vocational
39

education are limited in India. In one study from Mahastara (Chunawala, 1991) career
choice of girls and effect of vocational guidance were studied involving a group of
114 girl students in their final year of schooling. The study revealed that most of the
students wanted to be in career and the selection was thoughtful and consistent with
realities. Most of the students selected teaching and nursing as their future career due
to traditional social constraints or ignorance, positive effects of career guidance were
noted. Krishna raj (1984) reported that women’s work perceived by society and
women themselves was conditioned by sex biased education material and its
reinforcement by media. She, however also observed changes in realisation of
women’s self worth and its effects on community.
Thus, with time, literature shows a change in the career aspirations of girls and the
factors influencing the choices. While earlier it was affected by factors such as fear of
failure etc. now the aspirations are liberated from such thoughts, are more towards
non-traditional careers and are high, at times even higher than those of boys. At times
girls are visualising career to be central in their future lives.
In view of the above, this study in the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh and Goa,
is undertaken on adolescent girls to find out the factors determining or impeding the
career aspiration of girls of class X and those pursuing vocational studies. It was also
studied whether the vocational education available to them is meeting the aspirations
of the girls and the parents.
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Design of study and Methodology
This chapter explains the logical manner in which various steps of the present
research work were visualized and conducted for the purpose of initiating the study,
data collection, analyzing and drawing conclusions vis-à-vis objectives.
Universe of the Study: Target groups consisted of girl students from Std. X and Std.
XI–XII, and their respective parents from the chosen schools of Chandigarh and Goa.
It also included teachers of secondary level as well as vocational teachers.
Sampling and Sampling Procedure: In order to assess region wise variations,
Chandigarh and Goa were selected for the purpose of the study. Initially, to get a
national picture, one state from each region, North, South, East and West was
selected, but later due to paucity of funds, only Chandigarh and Goa were included in
the study. These were purposely selected keeping in mind that the states should be
operating the Vocational Education Programme well so that the data can be obtained
on various related aspects. From these two places, four schools, each, were selected,
following stratified random sampling, the strata being rural and urban. Two schools
each from rural and urban areas were randomly selected. Schedules for collecting the
data from the state/UT Directorate of Education were prepared in order to assess as to
how the VEP is being implemented, in how many and which schools, which schools
are in rural/urban areas, which schools are coeducation schools or single sex schools
etc. Based on the information from the concerned Directorate, sampling of schools
was done. Besides this, information was collected from the girl students (Class X and
XI-XII), their parents and teachers; both vocational as well as general streams. The
entire X standard girl students were asked to give their option of selection of
vocational or general stream after giving them an orientation about the vocational
stream and the vocational courses. Sample of X standard girls was then randomly
selected representing both the options. To assess teachers’ attitudes, 20 teachers from
secondary stage were randomly selected, while all the 10+2 teachers from vocational
stream of selected schools were included. For data triangulation, some of the
questions were common to all. All the interview schedules are annexed with the
report. The schedules were pilot tested before using for data collection. The interview
schedules were prepared keeping the objectives and the following research questions,
among others, in mind-

Questionnaire for Directorate of Education
Questionnaire for School
Interview Schedule for Students (Class 10th)
Interview Schedule for Vocational Students (Class 11th and 12th)
Interview Schedule for parents of Girls, 10th Standard
Interview Schedule for parents of Vocational Students
Schedule for Teachers teaching Class 10th
Schedule for Vocational Teachers

All the Questionnaires and Interview Schedules are annexed with the report. Besides

questions regarding general information, these included questions on vocational
education, vocational choices, subject choices, career and educational aspirations,
gender influences etc.
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Research Questions :
1. Are there any gross differences in career aspirations for girls between the
urban and rural societies?
2. Whether any variation exists among the aspirations of the people living at
different places (regions)
3. Do gender wise differences exist in career aspirations and selection of
Vocational courses?
4. What is the extent of awareness in rural and urban societies about the
Vocational education and career opportunities there after?
5. Are the vocational courses available satisfactory, do they satisfy the
expectations of the people.
6. Does any gap exist between the societal aspirations for girls and the existing
VE?
The Sample : In Chandigarh, Sector-8 and Mani Majra were classified as coming
under rural area, and Sector -10 and Sector-40 as urban. From the rural area of
Chandigarh (Sector-8 and Mani Majra), 149 girls of Std. X, 135 girls of Std. XI-XII,
50 parents of girls, Std. X and 21 parents of girls, Std. XI–XII were interviewed.
From the urban area of Chandigarh (Sector -10 and Sector-40), 112 girls of Std. X, 49
girls of Std. XI-XII, 71 parents of girls, Std. X and 30 parents of girls, Std. XI–XII
were interviewed.
In Goa, Fatima Convent High School, Margao, DMC Higher Secondary School,
Mapusa, St. Mary Convent High School, Mapusa were classified as coming under
rural area, and Brdez and Sector-40 as urban. From the rural area of Goa, 69 girls of
Std. X, 83 girls of Std. XI-XII, 25 parents of girls, Std. X and 34 parents of girls, Std.
XI–XII were interviewed. From the urban area of Goa, 128 girls of Std. X, 80 girls of
Std. XI-XII, 38 parents of girls, Std. X and 23 parents of girls, Std. XI–XII were
interviewed.
20 teachers from the secondary stage and all the vocational teachers from the selected
schools were included in the study.
Data Collection : Structured interview schedule was used for the purpose of the
survey. The Principal Investigator (PI) and/ or the Junior Project Fellow (after suitable
training from the PI) visited personally the respective places and conducted
interviews. From students and teachers, the data was collected contacting them in
their schools while the parents were approached at their homes.
Data Analysis
After suitable categorisation, coding etc. the data has been analysed calculating
percentages and data triangulation. For testing effect of income groups on career
aspirations, Chi-square test for independence of attributes has been used. Contingency
table was prepared, expected frequencies were obtained using the formula: expected
frequency=(row total*column total)/table total. Since some expected frequencies were less
than 5, different careers were pooled in groups.

Expected Outcome
A clearer picture is expected to emerge from this study about what are the aspirations
of the girls for their own careers, whether the vocational education in the country and
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the vocational courses available to them are meeting their expectations and
aspirations, whether the society visualises them as career persons, are there any
differences in the thinking of the girls and their parents with respect to the education
and career of girls and are there any gender bias existing in the society with respect to
these aspects.
Educational Implications
The study will help in matching the Vocational Education for girls with the societal
and individual (girls) aspirations. It may help in gainful spread of VE in the rural
areas. The study may also lead to materialise the suggestion of a non-restrictive policy
in offering vocational courses to girls.
To attract sizeable segment of female population to Vocational Education it should
match requirement for fulfilment of national goals of development as well as people’s
aspirations. It has been generally realised that a non restrictive policy should be
adopted while offering vocational courses so that girls get access to a wider range of
vocational courses relevant to productivity, economic independence and individual
prosperity. As a pre-requisite to this the aspirations of society as well as of individuals
(girls) should be identified and considered. It seems worthwhile to identify what the
modern rural and urban girls opting for vocational stream aspire for, what does the
society expect of them and what are the stumbling blocks to their aspirations, whether
they are not sufficiently oriented to the wider availability of vocational courses or it is
their weak base in some support areas e.g. science, mathematics etc. Adolescent is an
ideal time to study the career development of young woman. It is during adolescence
that many changes occur that strongly influence the development of career
preferences and aspirations. In the background of this conceptual framework, this
research work was planned and conducted.
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Results and Discussion
To attract sizeable segment of female population to Vocational Education it should
match requirement for fulfilment of national goals of development as well as people’s
aspirations. It has been generally realised that a non restrictive policy should be
adopted while offering vocational courses so that girls get access to a wider range of
vocational courses relevant to productivity, economic independence and individual
prosperity. As a pre-requisite to this the aspirations of society as well as of individuals
(girls) should be identified and considered. It seems worthwhile to identify what the
modern rural and urban girls opting for vocational stream aspire for, what does the
society expect of them and what are the stumbling blocks to their aspirations. Whether
they are not sufficiently oriented to the wider availability of vocational courses or it is
their weak base in some support areas e.g. science, mathematics etc. which restricts
their choices. Do the aspirations vary between rural and urban areas or do they differ
from place to place. Do the present opportunities made available to them through
Vocational Education Programme satisfy them? In the background of this conceptual
framework, this study is planned and conducted. The results are presented and
discussed below.
I. EDUCATIONAL CHOICE
1.1: Purpose of Education
As Fig. 1 shows, for a majority of the parents in the rural and urban areas of
Chandigarh and Goa, the three top most purposes of education for girls are to make
them economically independent, to increase their chances of employment, and to
widen
their
knowledge
and
skills.
Fig. 1: Purpose of Education for Girls
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(a). Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents feel that
the purpose of education for girls should be to make them economically independent.
In the case of Chandigarh, 58 percent and 67.60 percent, in the rural and urban areas,
respectively, endorses this view. A large number of parents, 52 percent and 60.56
percent, respectively, feel that the purpose is to increase her chances of employment.
Further, in the case of the rural area, a large number of parents, 40 percent, feel that it
should be to widen her knowledge and skills, however, 20 percent of the parents feel
that it improves the prospects for marriage, 18 percent feel that it makes them a better
homemaker. In the case of the urban area, 30.98 percent of the parents, each, feel that
education improves the prospects of marriage while 26.76 percent feel that it makes
them a better homemaker. 15.49 percent of the parents feel that it widens their
knowledge and skills.
In the case of Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area feel that the
purpose of education for girls should be to make her economically independent. In the
rural and urban areas, 80 percent and 71.05 percent of the total number of
respondents, respectively, endorses this view. Further, in the rural area of Goa, 56
percent parents feel that the purpose should be to widen the knowledge and skills of
the girl. A large number of parents, 36 percent, feel that the purpose should be to
increase her chances of employment. But a large number of parents, 32 percent, feel
that it improves the prospects for marriage, 24 percent feel that it makes them a better
homemaker and 20 percent parents feel that it makes them a better mother.
In the urban area of Goa, the corresponding percentages of parents who endorse the
reasons—to increase her chances of employment, to widen the knowledge and skills
of the girl, to make her a better mother, to improve the prospects for marriage, and to
make her a better homemaker are - 52.63 percent, 39.47 percent, 18.42 percent, 13.15
percent, and 10.52 percent, respectively.
(b). Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
In Chandigarh, majority of the parents in the rural and urban areas, 66.66 percent,
each, respectively, feel that the purpose of education for girls should be to make her
economically independent. In the rural and urban area of Goa, too, majority of the
parents 61.76 percent and 60.86 percent, respectively, endorses the same view. In the
case of the rural area of Chandigarh, a large number of parents, 52.38 percent, feel
that the purpose should be to increase her chances of employment. 19.04 percent of
the parents in the rural area feel that it makes them a better homemaker, 9.52 percent
feel that it improves their prospects for marriage.
In the case of the urban area of Chandigarh, a large number of parents, 33.33 per cent
endorse that the purpose of education for girls is to increase her chances of
employment. This is followed by 23.33 percent parents who said that the purpose is to
widen her knowledge and skills. 13.33 percent holds the view that the purpose is to
make her a better homemaker. Only 3.33 percent of the total number of parents think
that the purpose is to improve the prospects for marriage.
In the rural area of Goa, the first preference is followed by a large number of parents,
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50 percent, who feels that the purpose should be to widen her knowledge and skills.
The corresponding figures for the reasons - ‘to increase her chances of employment’,
‘to make her a better homemaker’, ‘to improve her prospects for marriage’ and ‘to
make her a better mother’ are – 50 percent, 44.11 percent, 11.76 percent, 8.82 percent
and 2.94 percent, respectively.
For the urban area of Goa, the order is as follows–‘to increase her chances of
employment’, ‘to widen her knowledge and skills’, ‘to make her a better homemaker’,
and ‘to improve her prospects for marriage’ respectively. The corresponding
percentages are – 39.13 percent, 34.18 percent, 17.39 percent, and 8.69 percent,
respectively. The reason, ‘to make her a better mother’ does not figure as viable
answer among the urban parents.
Making a rural –urban comparison, a similar trend between the two areas is observed.
The parents visualise making the girls economically independent and increasing their
chances of employment as the main aims of educating girls. Comparatively fewer
parents feel that aim of education for girls is to make them a better mother, better
homemaker or to increase their prospects of marriage. Seen together, about 66.6 per
cent parents both in rural and urban areas endorsed that the aim of education should
be to make the girls economically independent, while in both the areas about 46 per
cent parents believe that it increases their chances of employment. As against this,
only 14.59 and 18.38 per cent parents in rural and urban areas, respectively, feel that
aim of education should be to increase their prospects of marriage. Similarly, only
20.2 per cent parents in rural areas and 18.9 per cent in urban areas feel that it should
be to make them a better homemaker. Comparing Chandigarh and Goa, it is seen that
64.73 per cent parents in Chandigarh and 68.42 per cent in Goa indorse that aim of
education should be to make the girls economically independent. 49.56 per cent
parent in Chandigarh and 42.97 per cent in Goa believe that education increases their
chances of employment. As against this, only 20.5 per cent parents in Chandigarh and
16.58 per cent in Goa see the aim of education as making the girls better homemaker
(note : the per cent figures here and later may increase more than hundred as many
respondents have picked up more than one option e.g. education may be seen both as
increasing girls’ chances of employment as well as making the girls economically
independent; etc.).
Taking all the responses together, it is observed that 66.6 per cent, 46.33 per cent and
30.48 per cent parents feel that the aim of education for girls should be to to make the
girls economically independent, to increase their chances of employment and to
increase their knowledge and skills, while much fewer parents visualise aims of
education for girls to make them a better homemaker (20 per cent ), to make them
better mother (12.46 per cent) and/or to increase their prospects of marriage (16.49
per cent).
Thus, it is clearly evident from the data that as regards the purpose of education for
girls, the three topmost choices are – to make them economically independent, to
increase their choices of employment and/or to increase their knowledge and skills.
These choices supersede the choices e.g. to make them a better homemaker, to make
them better mother and/or to increase their prospects of marriage with a great margin.
This observation is in contrast to the traditional belief that the girls need to be
educated so that they become better homemaker and are able to take care of the
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children in a better way. A number of national and international such as those from
UNESCO, World Bank etc. ignore the holistic approach to education and relate girls’
education with fertility control, decreased infant /child mortality rate, better family
care and nutrition; and decreased expenses on health care etc. Even our National
Policy of Education, 1986 carries statements to this effect. It states “The growth of
our population needs to be brought down significantly over the coming decades. The
largest single factor that could help achieve this is the spread of literacy and education
among women.” The report of the CABE Committee on Girls’ Education and
Common School System (2005) had advocated that such an approach towards girls’
education needs to be vehemently opposed as it portrays an indirect, invisible and
passive role of women in economy and national development. Such an approach also
has a bearing on the level and type of education offered to girls and limits their
opportunities and entitlements. But the results of this study project that society seems
to have moved forward from this ‘instrumentalist approach’ to girls’ education and
the future policy makers and planners may better take cognizance of this.

(b). Educational Choice after Matriculation
Analysis of the data regarding educational choice after matriculation reveals different
trends among the respondents in the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh and Goa.
The topmost choice is divided between ‘vocational course’ and ‘science’. The results
are discussed in detail below. (Fig. 2 and Table-1)
Fig. 2: Preferred Choice of Subjects/Streams after Matriculation
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Table. 1: Preferred Choice of Subjects/Streams after Matriculation
2. b: Preferred Choice of Subject/Stream after Std. X (in %)
Respondents
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Area

Science
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46.97

0

0

Urban (112)

63.39

40.17

51.78

32.14

66.96
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(b). 1. Choice of Girls of Std. X
The analysis of the data in Chandigarh for the rural area and urban areas shows that
majority of the girls, 46.97 percent and 66.96 percent of the girls, respectively,
preferred to study Vocational course after Std. X. This is followed by Commerce, Arts
and Science, respectively as the preferred subjects in the rural area, while in the urban
area the next choices are Science, Commerce and Arts, respectively. In the rural area,
33.55 percent opted for Commerce while only 29.53 preferred Arts. 28.85 percent of
the respondents preferred Science. The preference for Vocational course by the
students may be influenced by the job-options, either part time or full, that one gets.
For the urban area, after the top preference for vocational course, other preferences
are Science (63.39 percent) and Commerce (51.78 percent), respectively.
As different from Chandigarh, majority of the girl students in the rural and urban area
of Goa wants to study Science after their Std. X (65.2 percent and 70.13 percent),
respectively. The next preferences in the rural areas are Commerce, Vocational
Course, Arts and Home Science, with corresponding percentages 59.42, 46.37, 43.47
and 34.78 percent, respectively. None opted for agriculture. But in the case of the
urban areas, the order of preferences is – Commerce, Arts, Home Science and
Vocational, The corresponding percentage of girls opting for the above are – 57.81,
51.56, 37.5 and 35.15 percent, respectively.

(b). 2. Choice of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In Chandigarh, majority of the parents in the rural area, 50 percent, said that if given a
chance they would like their daughter to select vocational course. The second choice
is science with 48 percent, followed by commerce (42 percent). Arts and Commerce
is preferred by 26 percent each. In the urban area, 50.7 percent parents say that they
would like their daughter to select science. The second choice is vocational course
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preferred by 38.02 percent of the parents. This is followed by Commerce, Arts, Home
Science and Agriculture with corresponding percentages - 28.16, 25.35, 16.90 and
2.81, respectively.
In Goa, majority of the parents in the rural and urban areas, 56 and 60.52 percent,
respectively, said that if given a chance they would like their daughter to select
science. In the second choice, a large number of parents, in the rural and urban areas,
preferred Commerce, 52 and 44.73 percent, respectively. This is followed by Arts (44
percent), Vocational Course (32 percent), Home Science (28 percent) and Agriculture
(16 percent). In the case of the urban area of Goa, the first two preferences for
subjects, Science and Commerce, are followed by Vocational Course (23.68 percent),
Arts (15.78 percent), Home Science (13.15 percent) and Agriculture (10.52 percent).

(b). 3. Choice of the Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural area of Chandigarh, 31.85 percent of the girls wanted to study Science
after Std. X. This is followed by Arts and Commerce (28.88 and 25.18 per cent,
respectively). 14.81 per cent wanted to study Home Science while 10.37 percent
wanted to pursue vocational studies. Only 5.92 percent girls opted for Agriculture. In
the case of the urban area, as different from the girl-students in the rural area, majority
of the girls, 67.34 percent, wanted to take vocational studies after their matriculation.
36.73 percent and 30.61 percent of the girls wanted to take up Science or Arts,
respectively. Further, 20.2, 14.28 and 8.16 per cent girls preferred Commerce, Home
Science and Agriculture, respectively.
In the rural and urban areas of Goa, majority of the girls, 53.01 percent and 53.75
percent, respectively, preferred Vocational Courses after Std. X. Further, 48.19
percent and 32.5 percent of the girls in the rural and urban areas, respectively, wanted
to opt for Commerce. In the rural area of Goa, while 22.89 percent of the total number
of girls wanted to study Arts, only 19.27 percent of the girls wanted to pursue
Science. Only 10.84 percent and 8.43 percent of the girls expressed interest in Home
Science and Agriculture, respectively. In the case of the urban area of Goa, while only
16.25 percent of the girls wanted to pursue Arts, 12.5 percent and 11.25 percent of the
total number of girls expressed interest in Home Science and Science, respectively, 20
percent of the girls didn’t want to opt for any of the choices listed in the
questionnaire.
(b). 4. Choice of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
In the rural area of Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents, 57.14 percent and
55.88 percent, respectively, said that if given a chance they would like their daughter
to select Vocational Course. The second choice is science in which 52.38 percent and
35.29 percent in the two respective areas. This is followed by commerce where 28.57
percent and 26.4 percent of the parents in the two respective areas give their
preference. Further, in the rural area of Chandigarh, Arts and Home Science with
23.80 percent and 14.28 percent, respectively, follow the next preferred streams of
study for daughters among the parents. Very few, 9.52 percent, give preference for
Agriculture. In the rural area of Goa, 14.70 percent of the parents said that if given a
chance they would like their daughter to select Home Science, 11.76 percent parents
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preferred Arts while only 5.88 percent opted for Agriculture.
In the urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 73.33 percent, said that if
given a chance they would like their daughter to select Vocational Course. The second
choice is Arts for which 23.33 percent of the parents give their preference. Science
and Home Science, is preferred by 20 percent, each, followed by choice for
Commerce (13.33 percent). Very few parents, 6.66 percent, would like their daughters
to study Agriculture. Majority of the parents in the urban area of Goa, 43.47 percent,
said that if given a chance they would like their daughter to select Science stream.
34.78 percent of the parents expressed their choice for Commerce, 13.04 percent,
each, for Arts and Home Science. Surprisingly none of the parents wanted their
daughters to study Vocational Courses or Agriculture.
As regards the choice of streams, the top preference of rural girls has been Commerce
(chosen by 41.58 per cent) followed by Vocational Course (39.19 per cent), Science
(36.3 per cent) and Arts (31.2 per cent). The choice of rural parents for their daughters
is Vocational Course (48.76 per cent) closely followed by Science (47.9 per cent).
The third choice is Commerce (37.24 per cent), Arts being the last with 26.4 per cent.
In case of urban areas, the first choice of girls has been Vocational Course (55.8 per
cent) followed by Science, Commerce and Arts with corresponding percentages
45.42, 40.62 and 34.65. The parents preferred the study of Science the most (43.67
per cent) followed by Vocational Course (33.76 per cent), Commerce (30.25 percent )
and Arts (19.37 per cent). Home Science and Agriculture for all the respondents are
the last two choices. Thus, the subject choices of girls by and large match with their
parental choices, wherein, the top three choices are Vocational Course, Science and
Commerce while the last three choices are Arts, Home Science and Agriculture.
These results are contrary to the general belief that vocational education has a poor
image and students are either forced to take admission in vocational courses or opt for
these courses only when they do not get admission in any other subject. As the results
show vocational courses are second choices for rural girls, first choice for urban girls,
first choice for rural parents and second choice for urban parents. Thus, vocational
courses are among the top two choices of all the respondents. When this observation
is seen together with the responses regarding the aim of education for girls, these
choices seem to be natural, as the aim of education is perceived to make the girls
economically independent and to make them more employable, and the society (girls
and parents) seem to believe that vocational courses help in achieving this purpose.

(c). Reasons for not studying preferred choice of subjects: Attitude of Girls of
Std. XI-XII
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Fig. 3: Reasons for not Studying Choice Subjects in Std. XII
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Regarding reasons for not studying preferred choice of subjects at the secondary level
of education, the analysis of the data reveals that a similar trend runs among the girls
in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh. However, in the case of Goa, we find
different trends among the girls in the rural and urban area. As Fig. 3 shows, ‘did not
get admission’ and ‘financial reasons’ are the two most recurring reasons cited by the
respondents for not taking up their choice-subjects at the secondary level of
education.
Among the girls in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, who were not studying their
preferred subjects, majority of them admitted that could not study their preferred subjects as
they did not get admission. This is followed by those who said that their parents/family did
not agree to study the preferred choice of subjects, and that the reason was financial
constraint, respectively.
In the rural and urban area of Goa, girls gave different reasons for not studying preferred

choice of subjects at the secondary level. In the rural area of Goa majority of the girls,
similar to the majority of the girls in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, admitted that
they could not study their preferred subjects, as they did not get admission. Those who said
that inability to study the preferred subjects was due to financial constraint follow this. Then
come a number of girls who gives social reasons for the inability to study the desired subject.
Parental/family disagreement and religion as reasons for not pursuing the preferred choice of
subjects is also cited a number of girls in the following order, respectively.
In the case of the urban area of Goa, majority of the girls admitted that they could not study
their preferred subjects, due to financial constraint. This is followed by those who said that
time constraint was the reason. A large of girls gave ‘parent/family disagreement and ‘didn’t
get admission’, respectively, as reasons for not studying the desired the subjects. Social
reasons and religion as reasons for not pursuing the preferred choice of subjects are also cited
by a number of girls, respectively.
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In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 15.55 percent and 30.61 percent of the girls,
respectively, admitted that they could not study their preferred subjects, as they did not get
admission. Those girls, 9.62 percent and 16.32 percent in the rural and urban area,
respectively, said that their parents/family did not agree to study the preferred choice of
subjects. The third group, which consists of 3.70 percent and 10.20 percent of the girls,
replied that due to financial constraint they could not study the preferred choice of subjects.
Majority of the girls in the rural area of Goa, 65.06 percent, admitted that they could not study
their preferred subjects, as they did not get admission. This is followed by 20.48 percent of
the girls, who said that financial constraint was the reason. At the same time, 9.63 percent of
the total number of girls gives social reasons for the inability to study the desired subject.
Parental/family disagreement and religion as reasons for not pursuing the preferred choice of
subjects comprised of 1.2 percent, each, of the total number of girls, respectively.
In the case of the urban area of Goa, majority of the girls, 37.5 percent, admitted that they
could not study the preferred subjects due to financial constraint. This is followed by 20
percent of the total number of girls, who said that time constraint was the reason. At the same
time, 17.5 percent, each, of the total number of girls said that ‘parent/family didn’t agreed’
and ‘didn’t get admission’, respectively. Only 7.5 percent of the girls gave social reasons for
the inability to study the desired subject. Religion as reasons for not pursuing the preferred
choice of subjects comprised of 6.25 percent of the total number of girls.

(d). Level of education
As Fig. 4 shows, regarding the levels of education, majority of the respondents in the
rural and urban areas of the two states points to degree level if given the opportunity.
In Chandigarh, among the girls (Std. X) of the two areas, this is followed by master’s
level, diploma and doctoral/post-doctoral level, etc. In Chandigarh, the maximum
level of educational qualification for their daughters among the parents in the rural
and urban area show the same trend, in the same order of preference. We find a
similar trend in the urban area of Goa. Even in the rural area of Goa, the similarity is
up to the master’s level. Majority of the parents in both the areas of the two states,
like the girls in the two areas of Chandigarh and Goa, wants their daughters to study
up to the graduation level.
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the girls (Std. XI-XII) wants
to study up to the degree level. Hereafter, the trend differs among the girls in the rural and
urban area of Chandigarh and Goa. In the rural area of Chandigarh and Goa few girls are
interested to study up to the diploma level. The choices for either master’s degree or doctoral
studies are comparatively low, too.
As different from their rural counterparts, girls in the urban area of Chandigarh and Goa
expressed their interest to study up to the master’s degree, diploma level and doctoral studies,
respectively, after the first choice.
Regarding the highest level of study, parents in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and
the rural area of Goa, show similar trends. At the same time, majority of the parents (Std. XIXII) in the two respective areas of Chandigarh and Goa, say that if given a chance, they
would like their daughter to study up to the graduation level. Hereafter, the preference among
the parents differs. In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and the rural area of Goa,
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parents listed diploma level, master’s degree and PhD/post doctoral level, respectively, as the
highest level of study for their daughters. In the case of the urban area of Goa, the order of
preference of levels of study for the daughters by the parents are as follows–master’s level,
and diploma and PhD/post doctorate level, each, respectively.

Fig. 4: Preferred Levels of Education
100
86.95

90
76.47

Preferred Percent

80
70
60

62.3

30

66.4

71.05
61.9

61.22

53.69

53.75

30.87

28.57

52

48

46.42

50
40

71.08

45
40
36.66

32.81 32.59
24.6

23.75
20
18.36
17.85
16.32
20
14
10.93
11.4
10.84
9.62
9.82 10.1 8.6
5.92
4.69
10
4.08 3.61
3.91
3.7
1.2 3.75

28

29.57 28
28.57 26.66
24
22 23.94
23.8
23.52
20
18.42
17.39
16.66
15.78
9.52
8.82 8.698.69
2.94
2.63

0
Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban
(149) (112) (69) (128) (135) (49) (83) (80) (50) (71) (25) (38) (149) (23) (34) (23)
Chandigarh

Goa

Girls of Std. X

Chandigarh

Goa

Girls of Std. XII
Diploma

Bachelor

Chandigarh

Goa

Parents of Std. X
Masters

Chandigarh

Goa

Parents of Std. XII

Ph. D/Post Doc.

(d). 1. Attitude of Girls of Std. X
In the case of Chandigarh, 53.69 percent and 46.42 percent of girls in the rural and
urban area wanted to study upto the degree level. Only 30.87 percent and 17.85
percent of the respondents in the rural and urban area, respectively, were interested to
study upto the master’s degree. The choices for either diploma or doctoral studies are
comparatively low, 4.69 percent and 11.4 percent respectively for the rural area, and
9.82 percent only upto the diploma level for the urban area, respectively. However,
the percentage of girls regarding doctoral studies is higher, 28.57 percent, than that of
the rural area in the state of Chandigarh.
Majority of the girl-students in both the areas of Goa, 62.3 percent and 66.40 percent of the
total number of girls in the rural and urban area, respectively, say that if given an opportunity,
they would study upto the degree level. Only 324.6 percent and 32.81 percent of the
respondents in the rural and urban area, respectively, were interested to study upto the
master’s degree. The choices for either diploma or doctoral studies are comparatively low.
Only 10.1 and 10.93 percent of the total number of girls in the rural and urban area,
respectively, wants to study upto the doctoral/post doctoral level. 8.6 percent and 3.90 percent
in the rural and urban area, respectively, were interested to study upto the diploma level.

(d). 2. Attitude of Parents of Std. X
In Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 48 percent and 45 percent, respectively, said
that if given a chance, they would like their daughter to study up to the graduation
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level. Only 28 percent and 29 percent of the parents in the rural and urban area,
respectively, listed master’s level as the highest level of study for their daughters. In
PhD/post doctoral studies, only 22 percent and 23.94 percent of the parents of the two
areas, respectively, expressed interest for their daughters. Very few, only 14 percent
and 22.5 percent of the parents, respectively, would like their daughters to study up to
the diploma level.
In the case of Goa, too, a large number of parents in the rural and urban area, 52 percent and
71.05 percent, respectively, said that if given a chance, they would like their daughter to study
up to the graduation level. Only 28 percent and 19.42 percent of the parents in the two areas,
respectively, listed master’s level as the highest level of study for their daughters. Hereafter
there are differences in the trend in the same regard among the parents in the rural and urban
area of the state.
In the rural area of Goa, regarding the educational level of the daughters, the choices of the
parents after the first two preferences are as follows–PhD/post doctoral studies, and the
diploma level. But in the case of the urban area, the preference for PhD/post doctoral studies
is higher than that of the diploma level. For the rural area, in PhD/post doctoral studies, only
24 percent of the total number of parents expressed interest for their daughters. Very few,
only 20 percent of the parents would like their daughters to study up to the diploma level. In
the case of the urban area, 15.78 percent and 2.63 percent of the total number of parents give
the preference for PhD/post doctoral studies and diploma level, respectively.

(d). 3. Attitude of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the girls, 32.59 percent
and 71.08 percent in the rural area, and 61.22 percent and 53.75 percent in the urban
area, respectively, wants to study up to the degree level. In Chandigarh, while 9.62
percent of the girls in the rural area are interested to study up to the diploma level,
only 16.32 percent of the girls in the urban area expressed their interest. In the rural
area, the choices for either master’s degree or doctoral studies are comparatively low.
Only 3.70 percent and 5.92 percent of the girls, respectively, expressed their interest
in these streams respectively. Whereas in the case of the urban area, only 18.36
percent of the girl are interested to study up to the master’s degree and only 4.08
percent of the girls endorsed the choices for doctoral studies.
In the rural area of Goa, only 10.84 percent of the girls were interested to study up to the
diploma level. A comparatively low number of girls, 3.61 percent and 1.2 percent, endorse the
choices for master’s degree and doctoral studies, respectively.
In the case of the urban area of Goa, only 23.75 percent of the girls were interested to study
up to master’s degree. And only 20 percent and 3.75 percent of the total number of girls
expressed interest for diploma level and doctoral/post doctoral studies, respectively.

(d). 4. Attitude of the Parents of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, parents, 61.9
percent and 40 percent, respectively, say that if given a chance, they would like their
daughter to study up to the graduation level. In the rural and urban area of Goa, too,
majority of the parents, 76.47 percent and 86.95 percent, respectively, endorses the
same view.
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In Chandigarh, the rural and urban area, parents, 28.57 percent and 36.66 percent, said
diploma level as the highest level of study for their daughters. In master’s degree, only 23.8
percent and 26.66 percent of the total number of parents expressed interest for their daughters.
Very few parents, only 9.52 percent and 16.66 percent in the rural and urban area would like
their daughters to study up to the PhD/post doctoral level. Likewise, in the rural area of Goa,
23.52 percent of the parents listed diploma level as the highest level of study for their
daughters. In master’s degree, only 8.82 percent of the parents expressed interest for their
daughters. Very few, only 2.94 percent of the parents would like their daughters to study up to
the PhD/post doctoral level.
In the case of the urban area of Goa, 17.39 percent of the parents listed master’ as the highest
level of study for their daughters. And 8.69 percent, each, of the parents listed diploma level
and PhD/post doctoral level as the highest level of study for their daughters, respectively.

(e). Daughter’s Choice of Study & Parental Disagreement: Opinion of the
Parents (Std. XI-XII)
As Fig. 5 shows, majority of the parents gives a liberal attitude when it comes to daughter’s
choice of study. Majority of them endorses the view that their daughters should study what
they wish. But at the same time, there are variations in terms of degree of agreement and other
wishes. While parents in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh display similar attitude in
situations in which daughters seeks to study something, which they disagree, parents in the
rural and urban area of Goa display different attitude. In a list of preference, majority of the
parents in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh said that if their daughter wants to study
something, which they disagree with, they would let her study what she wants. In the second
option, parents in the two respective areas said that they would convince her to study what
they want, if not convinced, they would let her study what she wants. But few parents said
that they would convince her to study what they want. And quite a small number of parents
said that they would convince her to study what they want, if not convinced, force her, they
would force her to study what they want, and finally, ‘any other’, respectively.
In Goa, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area of, says that they would ‘convince
her to study what they want, if not convinced, force her’. In the case of the rural area, the
following in an order of sequence follows this–‘let her study what she wants’, ‘convince her
to study what they want', ‘force her to study what they want’, ‘convince her to study what
they want, if not convinced, let her study what she wants’, respectively. In the case of the
urban area, the first choice is followed by the following order of choices–‘convince her to
study what they want, if not convinced, let her study what she wants’, ‘convince her to study
what they want', and ‘let her study what she wants’ and ‘force her to study what they want’,
respectively.
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Fig. 5: Daughter's Wish & Parental Disagreement on Studies
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In a list of preference, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 47.61
percent and 66.66 percent, respectively, said that if their daughter wants to study something,
which they disagree with, they would let her study what she wants. In the second option,
parents in the two respective areas, 33.33 percent and 16.66 percent, respectively, said that
they would convince her to study what they want, if not convinced, they would let her study
what she wants. But 23.80 percent and 13.33 percent of the parents, respectively, said that
they would convince her to study what they want. And 4.76 percent and 13.33 percent, each,
of parents in the rural and urban area said, they would convince her to study what they want,
if not convinced, force her, they would force her to study what they want, and finally, ‘any
other’, respectively.
In the rural and urban area of Goa, majority of the parents, 61.76 percent and 69.56 percent,
respectively, says that if their daughter wants to study something, which they disagree with,
they would ‘convince her to study what they want, if not convinced, force her’.
In the case of the rural area, 35.29 percent of parents say that they would ‘let her study what
she wants’. 11.76 percent of parents say that they would ‘convince her to study what they
want'. 8.82 percent of parents say that they would ‘force her to study what they want’. And
2.94 percent of parents say that they would ‘convince her to study what they want, if not
convinced, let her study what she wants’.
In the urban area, 30.43 percent of parents say that they would convince her to study what
they want, if not convinced, let her study what she wants’. 8.69 percent, each, of parents say
that they would ‘convince her to study what they want', and ‘let her study what she wants’,
respectively. And 4.34 percent of parents say that they would ‘force her to study what they
want’.

(f). Daughter’s Decision About Education: Opinion of the Parents (Std. XI-XII)
In spite of the above variations in terms of daughter’s choice of study & parental
disagreement, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa think
that their daughters are mature enough to decide about their education. (Fig. 6)
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Fig. 6: Maturity of Daughter to Decide about Education
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Majority of the parents (Std. XI-XII) in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 76.19 percent
and 90 percent, respectively, think that their daughters are mature enough to decide about
their education. In the rural and urban area of Goa, too, 64.70 percent and 65.21 percent,
respectively, endorses the same view. The remaining 23.8 percent and 10 percent of the total
number of parents in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, respectively, and 32.35 percent
and 34.78 percent of the total number of parents in the rural and urban area of Goa, thinks
otherwise.

II. VOCATIONAL / CAREER CHOICES
(a). Career Choices after School Education
In terms of career choices, the preference for doctor as the first career choice remains the
highest among the respondents except for the girls of (Std. XII) in the rural and urban area
Goa. In these two areas, majority of the girls (Std. XII) prefers to be teachers. Teaching is
opted as the second most preferred career choice by all the respondents across the two states.
Hereafter, as Fig. 6 shows, there are variations in terms of career choices amongst the
respondents. (Fig. 7)
Fig. 7: Career Choice in Life
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(a). 1. Attitude of Girls of Std. X
In the case of Chandigarh, 42.9 percent and 39.28 percent of the respondents in the rural and
urban area, respectively, want to become doctors. Teaching and engineering as occupational
careers follow the choices of preference in the rural and urban area of the state. 41.61 percent
and 25.89 percent of the total number of respondents in the rural and urban area, respectively,
endorses teaching. Engineering accounts for 10.73 percent and 15.17 percent, respectively, in
the rural and urban area. Here, one finds a contradiction between subject choices after their
matriculation and career choices, especially regarding medicine as a career occupation (see
the above section, in which only 28.85 percent of the students expressed their interest in
science as preferred subject after their matriculation).
Majority of the girls, 34.78 percent and 41.40 percent of the respondents want in the rural and
urban area, respectively, wants to become doctors. For the rural area, teaching and
engineering as occupational careers comprises of 24.6 percent and 21.73 percent,
respectively. In the case of urban area, 26.50 percent wants to become teacher and 25.78 want
to become engineer.

(a). 2. Attitude of girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 31.11 percent and 28.7 percent of the girls
want to become doctors. At the same time same number of girls in the urban area
wants to become teacher. In the rural area, 26.66 percent of the girls expressed their
professed interest to become teachers and another 11.85 percent of girls want to
become beauticians. In the case of the urban area, airhostess and armed forces
together occupy the second preferred career choice in which 12.24 percent, each, of
the total number of the girls expressed their preference. At the same time, police as a
career choice is opted by 10.20 percent of the girls in the urban area.
Majority of the girls in the rural and urban area of Goa, 30.12 percent and 33.75 percent,
respectively, wants to become homemakers. In the rural area of Goa, 16.86 percent, each, of
the total number of girls, said that they want to become air hostess/model and teacher.
Engineering, fashion designing, police, and doctor and beautician, as career choices are
endorsed by 13.25 percent, 9.63 percent, 8.43 percent, 6.02 percent and 1.2 percent each, of
the total number of girls, respectively.
In the case of the urban area of Goa, 20 percent of the total number of girls opted teacher as
preferred career choice. Air hostess/model, engineer, radio, police, armed forces, doctor and
beautician, as other career choices are opted by 18.75 percent, 6.25 percent, 5 percent, 3.75
percent, 2.5 percent and 1.25 percent of the total number of girls, respectively, in the order of
preference.

(b). Basis for Selection of trade: Opinion of the Parents
As Fig. 8 shows, majority of the respondents in Chandigarh and Goa, confirmed that
interest of the students should be the basis for selection of trade by the students.
Hereafter, we find differences in attitude among the parents in the rural and urban
area across the two states.
In Chandigarh, in the case of the parents (Std. X) of rural area, the following is the order of
preference for the basis of selection of trades–aptitude of the students, ‘future prospects’,
gender and parental agreement. Where as in case of the urban area, the order of preference is
as follows– ‘future prospects’, parental agreement, aptitude of the student and gender. In the
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case of Goa, for the rural area, the priority for the basis of selection of trade among the
parents (Std. X) is as follows–interest of the students, aptitude of the student, ‘future
prospects’ should be the basis, gender and parental agreement. Whereas for the urban area,
the priority for the basis of selection of trade is as follows– interest of the students, ‘future
prospects’, aptitude of the student, parental agreement, gender and any other.
In the case of the parents (Std. XI), of the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, future
prospects, aptitude of the student, parental agreement and gender, respectively, follow in the
order of preference among the parents in the two respective areas. In the case of the rural area
of Goa, other views expressed in an order of preference are as follows–‘future prospects’,
‘aptitude of the student’, ‘gender’ and ‘parental agreement’, respectively. In the case of the
urban area of Goa, the other views expressed in an order of preference are as follows–
‘gender’, ‘aptitude of the student’, and ‘future prospects’, each, and ‘parental agreement’,
respectively.
Fig. 8: Basis for Selection of Trade
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(b). 1. Attitude of parents of Std. X
In Chandigarh, for the rural area, 48 percent of parents say that aptitude should be the
basis. 38 percent parents on the other hand feels ‘future prospects’ should be the basis.
However, 32 percent of parents say it should be on the basis of the gender. Another 28
percent of parents feel that parental agreement should be the basis. 58 percent of the
parents prefer their daughters to be engaged in self-employment. 22 percent of the
parents want their daughters to be part-time jobholders. 4 percent of parents do not
want their daughters to work and 8 says any job would suffice.
In the urban area of Chandigarh, 43.66 percent of the total number of parents feel ‘future
prospects’ should be the basis. 25.35 percent says that parental agreement should be the basis.
Aptitude of the student comes next which is endorsed by 26.76 percent of the total number of
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parents. However, 21.12 percent says it should be on the basis of the gender. 7.04 percent puts
‘any other’ as the basis.
In the rural area of Goa, regarding the selection of trade, 80 percent of the total parents feel
that interest of the students should be the basis. 72 percent of parents say that aptitude of the
student should be the basis. 64 percent of parents on the other hand feels ‘future prospects’
should be the basis. However, 52 percent of parents say it should be on the basis of the
gender. Another 48 percent of parents feel that parental agreement should be the basis.
In the urban area of Goa, the priority for the basis of selection of trade is as follows– interest
of the students, ‘future prospects’, aptitude of the student, parental agreement, gender and any
other. The corresponding percentages of the parents who endorse the above-mentioned basis
are as follows–84.21 percent, 52.63 percent, 34.21 percent, 28.94 percent, 26.31 percent and
5.26 percent respectively.

(b). 2. Attitude of Parents of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents (Std. XI-XII) 57.14
percent and 70 percent, respectively, feels that interest of the students should be the
basis. In the rural and urban area of Goa, too, majority of the parents, 82.35 percent
and 91.30 percent, respectively, endorses the same view.
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 38.09 percent and 33.33 percent of parents,
respectively, said that ‘future prospects’ should be the basis. On the other hand 28.57 percent
and 16.66 percent, respectively, feels aptitude of the student should be the basis. Another
14.28 percent and 13.33 percent feels that parental agreement should be the basis. However,
4.76 percent and 6.66 percent, respectively, said it should be on the basis of the gender.
In the case of the rural area of Goa, 38.23 percent of the parents feel that ‘future prospects’
should be the basis for the selection of trade. 17.64 percent of the parents feel that ‘aptitude of
the student’ should be the basis for the selection of trade, 11.76 percent of the parents feel that
‘gender’ should be the basis for the selection of trade and 8.82 percent of the parents feels that
‘parental agreement’ should be the basis for the selection of trade.
In the case of the urban area of Goa, 26.08 percent of the parents feels that ‘interest of the
students’ should be the basis. 17.39 percent, each, of the parents feels that ‘gender’ and
‘aptitude of the student’, respectively, should be the basis for the selection of trade. And 13.04
percent, each, of the parents feels that ‘future prospects’ and ‘parental agreement’,
respectively, should be the basis for the selection of trade.

(c). Knowledge about vocational education
As far as knowledge about vocational education is concerned, there was mixed
response with learning towards more efforts needed to be done in this respect. As
Fig. 9 shows, the most glaring disparity can be witnessed in the case of Goa.
However, girls of Std. X in the urban area of Chandigarh as well as in the case of the
rural area of Goa, and parents of girls of Std. XII in the rural and urban areas of
Chandigarh possess good knowledge about the same. As shown in Fig. 9, more
number of girls of Std. X in the urban area of Chandigarh posses knowledge about
vocational education as compared to their rural counterparts. Whereas in the case of
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the girls of Std. X in the rural area of Goa, an equal number of girls endorsed for and
against having any knowledge about the same. Parents of girls of Std. XII in the rural
and urban areas of Chandigarh, exhibit a better scenario.
Fig. 9: Knowledge about Vocational Education
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(c). 1. Knowledge among Girls of Std. X
In the rural areas of Chandigarh and Goa 46.97 and 49.27 percent of the students,
respectively, have idea about the vocational education. While in case of urban areas,
in Chandigarh 52.6 and in Goa, only 16.4 percent girls reported to be knowing about
it.
While among girls of class X, there is not a gross disparity with respect to urban and rural
areas, the exception is seen in urban areas of Goa, where a large percentage (83.59) reported
to be not knowing about vocational education.

(c). 2. Knowledge among Parents of girls, Std. X
In the rural and urban areas of Goa, majority of the parents, 64 percent and 71.05
percent, respectively, say that they do not know about the vocational education. Only
32 percent and 42.10 percent of the total number of parents in the rural and urban
area, respectively, says that they know about it. While in Chandigarh, the scenario is
much better. 46% parents in rural areas and 49.29 percent in urban areas answered in
affirmative. These figures compare well with knowledge amongst their daughters
where 46.97 and 52.6 percent of girls from rural and urban areas, respectively,
answered in affirmative.
(C). 3. Knowledge amongst Girls, Std. XI-XII
With this category also, the trend was similar. A majority of girls were not
properly aware of vocational education.
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In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 41.48 percent and 30.61 percent, respectively, and
42.16 percent and only 21.25 percent, respectively, in Goa said that they had idea about the
course. Thus a considerable rural urban disparity is evident, rural girls being more aware
about vocational education then urban girls. This can be explained on the basis that in rural
areas, chances of higher education are limited, hence, it might have been considered that skills
based courses are more suitable for them, hence, such information is provided to them with
greater attention..
However, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 84.44 percent and
69.38 percent, respectively, were aware of all the vocational courses being offered in their
schools. At the same time, majority of the girls in the rural of Goa, 57.83 percent, said that
they were aware of all the vocational courses being offered in their schools. But in the case of
the urban area of Goa, as different from the other areas, majority of the girls, 60 percent, said
that they were not aware of all the vocational courses being offered in their schools.

(c). 4. Knowledge of Parents of girls, Std. XI-XII
In the rural area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents (Std. XI-XII), 71.42 percent,
said they know about vocational education at 10+2 level. In the rural and urban areas
of Goa, 33.33 percent and 34.78 percent, respectively, says that they do know about
vocational education at the 10+2 level. Thus, a rural urban disparity is visible in case
of Chandigarh in while more people in rural areas were aware of vocational education
as compared to urban areas wherein case of Goa such difference was hardly evident.

Idea about Vocational Education before joining the Vocational Course
Fig. 10: Idea about Vocational Education before joining the Course
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As Fig. 10 shows, majority of the girls in the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh (Std. XII),
84.44 and 69.38 percent respectively, endorses that they had idea about vocational education
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before joining the course. Only 15.55 percent and 28.7 percent of the girls in the rural and
urban area, respectively, denied having any knowledge..
On the contrary, a majority of the girls in the rural and urban areas of Goa (Std. XII), 57.83
percent and 60 percent, expressed that they did not have any idea about vocational education
before joining the course. But quite some number of girls, 42.16 percent and 38.75 percent, in
the rural and urban areas of Goa, respectively, had some idea about it.

(d). Awareness regarding vocational courses offered under the Vocational
Education Programme (VEP)
There are differences in the awareness level regarding the various vocational courses
offered under the vocational education programme between the two areas of the two
respective states. Except for the girls (Std. X) of the urban area Chandigarh, and the
rural area of Goa, and girls (Std. XII) of urban area of Chandigarh, the awareness
level regarding the various vocational courses offered under the Vocational Education
Programme is low. (Fig. 11)
Fig. 11: Awareness of Vocational Courses Offered under Vocational Education
Programme
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(d). 1. Awareness among girls of Std. X
In Chandigarh, only 16.77 percent of the students in rural area are aware of courses
offered under the VEP. On the other hand, in the urban area, a large percentage of
girls (75 percent) possess such awareness.
In Goa, 53.6 percent of the total number of girls in rural area are aware of vocational courses.
In contrast, a majority of the girls in the urban area have a poor awareness.

(d). 2. Awareness among girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural area of Chandigarh, 40 percent of the girls were aware of such courses
while in the urban area 51.02 percent of the girls were aware.
In Goa, only 27.71 percent and 31.25 percent of the total number of girls in the rural and
urban area, respectively, were aware of vocational courses under the VEP. 72.28 percent and
68.75 percent, respectively, were unaware.
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When a comparison between the rural and urban societies is made, it is found that urban girls
and more aware (47.71 percent) as compared to rural girls (34.52 percent). Between the two
states, girls in Chandigarh were found to be more aware (45.70 percent) as compared to girls
in Goa (36.54 percent)

(e). Merits of the vocational courses: Attitude of girls of Std. X
In Chandigarh, there is a similar trend among the girls of the urban and rural area
regarding the merits of the vocational courses. A large number of the girls in the two
areas say that vocational courses—in order of priority—are very interesting, would
help one to become financially independent, a majority of girls found these are easy to
study and are employment oriented. Likewise, in Goa, a majority of girls found these
courses interesting. Also they think the courses are easy to study, employment
oriented and help one to become financially independent. (Fig. 12)
Fig. 12: Opinion on Vocational Courses
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In Chandigarh, majority of the respondents, 48.32 percent and 51.78 percent in the rural and
urban areas, respectively, agree that vocational courses are very interesting. That vocational
courses would help one become financially independent is endorsed by 40.26 percent and
48.21 percent of the respondents in the rural and urban area, respectively. Only 16.1 percent
girls in rural area as against and 41.96 percent of the respondents in the urban area, say that
the courses are employment oriented. Another 26.84 and 41.07 percent, in the rural and urban
area, respectively, agree they are easy to study.
In Goa, similar to the state of Chandigarh, majority of the respondents, 57.9 percent and 46.87
percent in the rural and urban area, respectively, agree that vocational courses are very
interesting. In the rural area of the state, 49.3 percent of the respondents agree that the courses
are easy to study. 39.1 percent agree that vocational courses are employment oriented. 33.3
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percent says that they are according to need. 23.2 percent agree that vocational courses would
help one become financially independent.
In the urban area also a majority of girls finds the courses interesting, besides this, 39.06
percent, say that vocational courses would help one become financially independent. 34.37
percent say that the courses are easy to study. 32.03 percent agree that vocational courses are
employment oriented. 25 percent each says that they are according to need and would help
them to earn while studying.
Seen together from responses of all the girls, the merits of vocational courses in the following
order are- interesting, they have potential of make one financially independent and are
employment oriented.

(f). Reasons for taking up vocational courses: Opinion of Girls of Senior
Secondary Stage
Fig. 13: Reasons for Selecting Vocational Stream-Opinion of Girls of Sr. Sec. Stage
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Regarding reasons for taking up vocational courses, we find different trends among
the girls in Chandigarh and Goa. As Fig. 13 shows, the reason that the courses are
‘employment oriented’ ranks highest among the girls in Goa. In the rural and urban
area of Chandigarh, among the girls who have opted for vocational stream, majority
said that vocational courses would help them to become financially independent.
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 45.92 percent and 48.97
percent, respectively, said that they selected vocational stream because vocational courses
would help them to become financially independent. In the rural area of Chandigarh, 34.81
percent said that the course would help them earn while studying. Another 28.14 percent of
the girls said, they had selected the stream, as it is employment oriented, while 22.22 percent,
said that they had selected the stream as their parents insisted. In the case of the urban area of
Chandigarh, besides the top most reason of financial independence, 34.69 percent said that
the stream is employment oriented. Another 34.48 percent find it easy to study. 30.61 said
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that the course would help them earn while studying, while 10.20 percent of the girls said,
they had selected the stream because their parents insisted.
In the rural and urban areas of Goa, majority of the girls who opted for vocational stream,
55.42 percent and 62.5 percent, respectively, indicated that they have taken up the stream
because it is employment oriented. A large number of girls, 36.14 percent and 31.25 percent
in the rural and urban area, respectively, said that they have selected the stream, as ‘it is easy
to study’. 31.32 percent and 25.5 percent girls in the rural and urban area, respectively, said
that ‘it would help them to become financially independent’. In the case of the rural area of
Goa, only 14.45 percent of the total number of girls said that they have taken up the stream as
they ‘did not get admission anywhere else. A small percentage of girls have cited other
reasons as indicated in the figure.
In the case of the urban area of Goa, 21.25 percent each said that they have taken up the
course as teacher’s forced or parents insisted, respectively. 13.75 percent of the total number
of girls said that they have taken up the course as ‘school forced to take vocation as a policy’.
10 percent of the total number of girls said that they have chosen the stream as it would help
them to earn while studying’. 8.75 percent girls said that they have taken up the stream as
‘friends were taking’ and only 6.25 percent cited the reason ‘did not get admission anywhere’.
Putting together all the responses, the top four reasons for selecting the vocational stream
come out to be that it is employment oriented, helps one to become financially independents
is easy to study and one can earn while studying. Schools forcing or teachers insisting the
girls to take vocational education does not appear to be a significant factor in these two states.

(g). Reasons for selecting particular vocational subject: Opinion of girls of Std.
XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh and Goa, the top three factors that emerged
for selection of particular vocational course in the order of priority are having interest
in it, the subject promised better prospects and ‘easy to study’. Hereafter the trend
differs in the two areas of Goa.
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 68.14 percent and 48.97
percent, respectively, affirmed that they had selected the particular vocational subject because
they had interest in it. This is followed by, 22.96 percent and 18.36 percent of girls who said
that the subject promised better prospects. Further, 14.81 percent and 12.24 percent of the
girls in the rural and urban area, respectively, said that they selected the particular subject, as
it is ‘easy to study’.
Similarly, in Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 54.21 percent and 35
percent, respectively, affirmed that they had selected the particular vocational subject because
they had interest in it. Further, 37.34 percent and 30 percent girls, respectively, said the
course it promised ‘better prospects’, 18.07 percent and 26.25 respectively, said that it is
‘easy to study’. Only 9.63 percent and 2.0 percent of the girls, respectively, said that they had
selected this particular vocational subject as they had no other options.
In the rural area of Goa, 8.43 percent, each, of the total number of girls said that they had
selected the particular subject (vocation) because of ‘family background’ and as
‘school/principal/teacher/parents insisted’, respectively.
In the urban area of Goa, 15 percent of the total number of girls said that they had selected the
particular course as friends were opting. 11.25 percent said that they selected because of
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‘family background’. Only 5 percent of the total number of girls said that they selected as
‘school/principal/teacher/parents insisted’.

(h). Awareness among girls about the prospects of vocational course
As Fig. 14 shows, majority of girls’ in with few exceptions, are aware of what they
can do after completing a vocational course.
Fig. 14: Awareness of what one can do after completing the course
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(h). Awareness among of girls of Std. X
In the case of Chandigarh, majority of the girls both in rural and urban areas, 59.73
and 75.8 percent, respectively, expressed their awareness of what they can do after
completing a vocational course.
Respondents in Goa revealed two contradictory trends. While a majority of girls in rural area
said that they were aware, surprisingly, a majority of girls in urban area indicated that they
were not aware of the prospects. In the case of the rural area, in Goa. 57.9 percent of girls
expressed that they were aware but 65.62 percent of the girls in the urban area said that there
were not aware of the prospects.

Awareness among girls of Std. XI-XII
Majority of the girls in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 80.74 percent and 83.6
percent, respectively, were aware of what they would be doing after completing the
vocational course. On the other hand, while a majority of the girls in the rural of Goa,
57.83 percent said they were aware, 53.75 percent in the urban area said that they
were not were aware of what they would be doing after completing the course.
Comparing rural vs urban girls on the whole, girls from rural areas were
slightly more aware than the urban areas with 64.05 percent as against 60.0 percent,
about the prospects after completing vocational courses.
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(h). 2. Awareness of possibility during the vocational course among girls of Sr.
Sec stage. (Fig. 15)
Fig. 15: Awareness or what one can do during the Vocational Course-Option of Girls of Std. XI-XII
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The trends are more or less similar to that of awareness of what one can do after
completing vocational courses. In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of
the girls, 59.25 percent and 55.10 percent, respectively, were aware of what they
could be doing during the course. In comparison in Goa, only 49.39 percent and 32.5
percent of the girls in the two areas respectively, said that they were aware.
Here also, when responses from all the girls were clubbed together to see rural VS urban
differences, the girls from rural areas were more aware regarding the possibilities of what
they can do during studying the vocational course itself, the percent figure for rural vs urban
girls having such awareness being 54.32 and 43.8, respectively. Comparing the two states,
awareness was better among girls from Chandigarh as compared to those from Goa.

(i). Choices after completing vocational course
There are different trends in Chandigarh and Goa regarding the preferences after vocational
education. As Fig. 16 shows, in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls
(Std. X) said that they feel one can earn anytime after completing a vocational course. In the
case of Goa majority said that they would like to go for self-employment.
Respondents (girls of Std. XI-XII) in Chandigarh and Goa display different preference:
majority of them puts higher education as the first preference as can be seen from Fig. 16,
however, wage employment is also selected by a good percentage of girls.
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Fig. 16: Awareness of what one can do after completing Vocational Course
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(i). 1. Choices of Girls of Std. X
A large majority of the girls (80 percent) feel that after doing vocational course, they
can earn anytime when they wanted. In the case of Chandigarh, in the rural area, 55
percent girls desire to go for higher studies, 45 percent for self employment and 39
percent for wage employment. The trend is same in urban area with the corresponding
percentages – 41, 35, 31 and 28, respectively.
The trend in rural and urban areas of Goa is also uniform but somewhat different from
Chandigarh. The first choice is that students want to take up self-employment after
completing the course. 41 percent and 63 percent of girls in the rural and urban area,
respectively. This choice is followed by - ‘can earn anytime in life’, ‘go for higher studies’,
and ‘take up wage employment’, respectively. In the rural and urban areas of Goa, 22 percent
and 45 percent of the of girls, respectively, said that after completing a vocational course they
could earn anytime in life. 21 percent and 30 percent, respectively, desired go for higher
studies; 9 percent and 18 percent, respectively, expressed the choice for taking up wage
employment. Thus it is interesting to note that class X girls gave preference to self
employment over wage employment, this difference was much large in Goa as compared to
Chandigarh.

(i). 2. Choice of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 76 percent and 28
percent, respectively, said that they want to study further after completing the
vocational course. In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 49
percent and 37 percent, respectively, endorsed the same view.
In the rural area of Chandigarh 50 percent of the girls said that they would set up selfemployment. And another 34 percent of the girls said they would look for wage employment.
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As different from this, in the urban area of Chandigarh, girls preferred wage employment over
self employment.
In the rural and urban areas of Goa, the trend is same to that of the urban area of Chandigarh,
a large number of girls besides preference to higher studies said that they would look for
wage employment. This is endorsed by 20 and 36 percent of the girls in the rural and urban
areas of Goa, respectively. Following this, 16 and 10 percent of the girls endorsed that they
would set up self-employment after completing the course.
Looking together responses from all the girls, desire for pursuing higher studies was the
highest, followed by self employment and then wage employment. In case of employment
choices, there was no difference between the two states or between the rural urban societies in
the order of preference.

(j). Employment Opportunities after the Vocational Course: Opinion of Parents
As Fig. 18 shows, a uniform trend among the parents from Chandigarh and Goa in
both the rural and the urban areas regarding what girls can take up after the
completion of the course. Majority of the parents said that they see opportunities for
self-employment after the completion of the course.

(j). 1. Opinion of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, 58 percent and 71.03 percent of the
parents, respectively, say girls can take up self-employment after the completion of
the course. A large number of parents in the two areas, 46 percent and 43.66 percent,
respectively, also see opportunity for wage employment.
In Goa, 76 percent and 78.94 percent of the total number of parents in the in the rural and
urban area, respectively see opportunities for self-employment, while 44 percent and 18.42
percent point to the wage employment.

(j). 2. Opinion of Parents of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 76.19 percent and 76.66
percent, respectively, said that one could go for self-employment after completing the
vocational course while 33.33 percent, each, respectively, point out wage employment.
In the rural and urban area of Goa, too, majority of the parents, 85.29 percent and 65.21
percent, respectively see opportunities of self-employment. This is followed by 26.47 percent
and 34.78 percent of the total number of parents, respectively, endorsing for wage
employment. (Fig. 17)
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Fig. 17: Employment Opportunity after Completing Vocational Course
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Thus, it is seen that irrespective of the rural or urban area, in both the states parents
see opportunities for self employment after completion of a vocational course.

(k). Success of vocational courses in schools
In Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents in the rural and urban areas feel that
vocational course is running successfully in the school. (Fig. 18)
Fig. 18: Success of Vocational Courses in Schools
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(k). 1. Opinion of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 90 percent and 88.7
percent, respectively, endorses that vocational course in running successfully in the
school. In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 80 percent
and 81.57 percent, respectively, think that it is running successfully.

(k). 2. Opinion of Parents of girls Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 85.31 percent and 96.66
percent, respectively, thinks that it is running successfully. Similarly, in Goa majority of the
parents in the rural and urban area, 94.11 percent and 86.95 percent, respectively, endorses
the same view.

(l).
Vocational
Education
in
students/parents/employers/society

Meeting

the

Expectations

of

In Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, think that
vocational education in its present shape is meeting the expectations of the students,
parents, employers and society. (Fig. 19)
Fig. 19: Vocational Education meets Expectations of Students/Parents/Employers/Society

Opinion in Percent

100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0

95.23
84.50

80

84.21

80

86.95

83.33
67.64

32.35
10

15.49

20

16.66

13.15

13.04

4.76

Rural (50) Urban (71) Rural (25) Urban (38) Rural (21) Urban (30) Rural (34) Urban (23)
Chandigarh

Goa

Chandigarh

Parents of Girls, Std. X

Goa

Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
Yes

No

(l). 1. Opinion of Parents of girls Std. X
In Chandigarh, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 80 percent and 84.50
percent, respectively, endorses the view that vocational courses, as running in the school are
meeting the expectations. In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 80
percent and 84.21 percent, respectively, think that vocational education in its present shape is
meeting the expectations of the students/parents/employers/society.
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(l). 2. Opinion of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 95.24 percent and
83.33 percent, respectively, think that vocational courses in their present shape are
meeting the expectations of the students/parents/employers/society.. In Goa, too,
majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 67.64 percent and 86.95 percent,
respectively, endorses the same view.
Thus, a majority of parents in both the states, both from the rural and urban areas, are
of the view that the vocational courses are meeting the expectation level. On the
whole slightly more than 80 percent rural and about 85 percent parents in urban areas
said vocational education was meeting the expectations of parents and society.
Slightly more parents in Chandigarh (about 86 percent) were satisfied as compared to
Goa (about 80 percent).

(m). Guidance in taking up Vocational Education
Except for girls in the urban area of Goa (Std. X), majority of the girls in Chandigarh
and Goa said that they were guided to take up the course (see Fig. 20).

Fig. 20: Guidance for Vocational Education
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(m). 1.Response of Girls of Std. X
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 59.73 percent and
75.8 percent of the total number of girls, respectively, said that they received guidance
while deciding the course. In Goa, for the rural and urban area, the total number of
girls who affirmed having received guidance are 57.9 percent and 34.37 percent.

(m). 2. Response of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 83.70 percent and
81.6 percent, respectively, said that they were guided while deciding for the course.
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In the rural and urban area of Goa, among the girls who have taken up vocational
education/courses, 81.92 percent and 68.75 percent, respectively, said that they were guided.

(n). Persons who guided
Both in Chandigarh and Goa, across the rural and urban areas, teachers play an
important role in providing guidance to the students during the time of taking up
vocational courses. In the case of the rural area of Chandigarh, seniors (for students of
Std. X) seem to be playing even more important role. (Fig. 21)
Fig. 21: Persons who Guides Girls to take Vocational Education/Courses
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(n). 1. Response from of Girls of Std. X
In Chandigarh, majority of the girls in the rural area, 44.29 percent said that they were
guided by seniors. 24.16 percent each, said they were guided by the principal or the
teachers. Parents/relatives also played a reasonable role in 21.47 percent of cases.
In the urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 18.75 percent, each, said that they were
guided by teachers and principals. Next comes the guidance provided by the parents/relatives,
in which 13.39 percent of the girls supports the view. Help by seniors accounted for 4.46
percent. Counsellors accounted for only 2.67.
In Goa, in the rural area, 14.49 percent girls each, respectively, say that they were guided by
their teacher and principal. Those guided by the parents/relatives constituted 11.59 percent of
the total number of girls. Help by seniors and counsellors accounted for 4.34 and 2.89
percent, respectively, for the rural area.
In the urban area of Goa, 8.59 percent of the girls said that they were guided by their
parents/relatives. Next in the list comes help by seniors. This is endorsed by 4.68 percent of
the girls. Teachers accounted for 3.12 percent of the girls, and counsellors for 2.34 percent
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only. The responses show that at the level of X, not much information is being given about
vocational education/courses as a lot of students do not respond to this.

(n). 2. Responses of girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 50.37 percent and
34.69 percent, respectively, said they got guidance from their teachers. In Goa, too,
majority of the girls in the rural and urban areas, 32.53 percent and 47.5 percent,
respectively, endorses the same view. In the rural area of Chandigarh, 14.8 percent of
the girls said that they received guidance from relatives. At the same time, 8.88
percent and 8.14 percent of the girls said that they got guidance from seniors and
counselors, respectively. In the case of the urban area of Chandigarh, 22.44 percent of
the girls said that they got guidance from seniors. In Goa, according to the girls in the
rural and urban area, besides teachers, seniors accounted for 9.63 percent, and 17.5
percent respectively. In the rural and urban areas of Goa, 4.81 and 8.75 percent of the
girls said that the principal guided them.
Schools do not seem to be having counselors to perform this role as it was hardly
quoted by the students in their response. Teachers/principal and at some places
seniors seemed to be playing the role.

(p). Satisfaction over guidance service
Majority of the girls in Chandigarh and Goa expressed satisfaction over the guidance
they receive in their respective schools. (Fig. 22)
Fig. 22: Satisfaction Over Guidance Services
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(p). 1. Response of Girls of Std. X
In those instances where there are guidance services, majority of the girls in the rural and
urban area of Chandigarh, 44.29 percent and 81.25 percent, respectively, expressed
satisfaction over the services they received. In Goa, too, majority of the girls, 88.4 percent
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and 89.84 percent of the total number of girl, in the rural and urban area, respectively,
expressed satisfaction over the services.

(p). 2. Response of girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 77.77 percent and 71.42 percent of the girls
expressed satisfaction over the services they received. In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the
rural and urban area, 92.77 percent and 81.25 percent, respectively, endorses the same view.

(q). Higher Education wanted for Vocational Students
Majority of the respondents (both parents and girls) in Chandigarh as well as Goa expressed
that they want the chances of higher education to be open for vocational students. (Fig. 23)
Fig. 23: Higher Education for Vocational Students
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(q). 1. Response of Girls of Std. X
In Chandigarh, almost every girl in the rural and urban area, 93.2 percent and 90.17
percent, respectively, wanted chances of higher education to be open for vocational
students. In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 76.8 percent
and 72.65 percent, respectively, wants chances of higher education to be open for
vocational students.

(q). 2. Response of girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 90.37 percent and 100 percent of girls,
respectively, wanted chances of higher education to be open for vocational students.
In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban areas, 75.90 percent and 75
percent, respectively, endorses the same view.

(q). 3. Response of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In Chandigarh, 60 percent and 88.7 percent of the total number of parents in the rural
and urban area, respectively, endorses this view. In Goa, too, majority of the parents
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in the rural and urban area, 88 percent and 78.94 percent, respectively, feel that
vertical mobility to vocational students should be provided.

(q). 4. Response of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
In Chandigarh, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 90.37 percent and
100 percent, respectively, feel that vertical mobility should be provided to vocational
students. In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 75.9 percent
and 75 percent, respectively, endorse the same view. Thus, majority of students as
well as parents of both rural and urban areas in both the states want that vertical
mobility should be available to vocational students.

Higher Education for Vocational Students: Desired Streams
As Fig. 24 shows, different trends run across the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh and Goa
in terms of preferences by the respondents as to in which stream the higher education should
be open. Majority of the girls (Std. X) in rural area of Chandigarh and Goa, want that higher
education should be open in the vocation itself. Majority of the girls (Std. X) in the urban
area of Chandigarh wants chances of higher education to be open in both the streams i.e.
general as well as vocational stream. Majority of the girls (Std. X) in the urban area of Goa
and majority of the girls (Std. XII) in the rural and urban area of Goa wants chances of higher
education to be open in the general stream.
Fig. 24: Higher Education for Vocational Students: Different Streams
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(q). 1. Response of Girls of Std. X
In Chandigarh, 39.59 percent and 24.11 percent of the total number of girls, in the
rural and urban area, respectively, wanted higher education to be open in the vocation
itself. 34.89 percent and 22.32 percent of the respondents wanted the option to be
open in the general stream while 22.14 percent and 44.64 percent, respectively,
answered in favour of both the streams.
In Goa, girls in the rural and urban area, 13.04 and 4.68 percent, respectively, wants the
higher education to be open in the vocation itself while 10.14 percent and 6.25 percent of the
respondents in the rural and urban area, respectively, want the option to be open in the general
stream. Only 1.44 percent and 5.46 percent of the total number of girl students, respectively,
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answered in both the streams. As such class X students in Goa don’t seems to have formed on
opinion on this as only few responses on these three options have been received.

(q). 3. Response of girls of Std. XI-XII
Majority of the girls in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 51.85 percent and
34.69 percent of the girls, respectively, want that higher education should be open in
the vocation itself. Another 11.11 percent and 8.16 percent of girls in the rural and
urban area, respectively, wanted higher education in general stream while 17.77
percent and 6.12 percent of girls, respectively, want it in both the streams.
In Goa, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 34.94 percent and 37.5 percent of the
girls, respectively, want that higher education should be open in the general stream. Another
24.1 percent and 30 percent of girls in the rural and urban area, respectively, wanted higher
education in the vocation itself while 6.02 percent and 21.25 percent of girls, respectively,
wanted the chances to be open in both the streams.
Considered on the whole, a majority of the girls want that higher education shall be available
in the vocation itself, followed by those who said that vertical mobility be available in general
stream. A few were also of the opinion that chances should be available in both.

(r). Availability of Vocational Courses in Other Trades also
As Fig. 25 shows, there are differences in opinion regarding this.
Fig. 25: Availability of Vocational Education in Other Vocations
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Response of Girls of Std. X
There is similar trend among the girls of Std. X in the rural area and urban area of
Chandigarh and Goa, respectively. Majority of the girls in the rural area of
Chandigarh and Goa, 52.34 and 50.72 percent respectively, said that vocational
course should be available in other vocations. As different to this view majority of the
girls–76.78 percent and 67.18 percent, in the urban areas of Chandigarh and Goa,
respectively, seemed to be satisfied with the choices available.
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(r). 2. Response of girls of Std. XI-XII
Except for the rural area of Goa, majority of the girls–80 percent, 48.97 percent, and
58.75 percent of Chandigarh and Goa, respectively, seemed to be satisfied with the
choices of courses available. In the rural area of Goa, majority of the girls, 63.86
percent trades also, wished that vocational courses should have been available in
some other trades also.

(r). 1. Response of Parents of Girls, Std. X
Except for the urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents–46 percent, 56
percent and 55.26 percent–in the rural area Chandigarh and the rural and urban area of
Goa, respectively, held that vocational course should not be available in other
vocations. In the urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 69 percent, held
that vocational course should be available in other vocations.

(r). 3. Response of Parents of Girl, Std. XI-XII
Except for the rural area of Goa, majority of the parents–80 percent, 48.97 percent
and 58.75 percent respectively in Chandigarh, and Goa, endorsed that the choices
available are satisfactory. In rural area of Goa majority of the parents, 63.86 percent,
held that vocational education should have been available in some other vocations
also. Putting together all the responses, 36.50 and 47.16 percent respondents in
Chandigarh and Goa, respectively wanted that some other vocational courses should
also have been available while others, seemed to be satisfied with choices available.
Seen on rural urban basis, 44.11 and 39.56 percent respondents in the rural and urban
areas, respectively, wished to have other choices available.

(s). Desire to opt for alternative vocational course: Response of Girls of Std.
XI-XII
When asked, if given an opportunity, whether they would like to opt for some other
vocational course, except for the urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls in
the rural area of Chandigarh and the rural and urban area of Goa did not wish to opt
for some other vocational course than the present one. It shows that the majority of
the girls are satisfied with their vocational choice and the course that they are
studying, which is even more clearly revealed by the data that follow. (Fig. 26)
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Fig. 26: Desire to opt some other Vocational Course
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(t). Satisfaction over their vocational courses: Response of girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa, almost every girl expressed
satisfaction over her vocational course. Majority of the girls said that they are fairly
satisfied. Those who said that they are highly satisfied and partly satisfied follow this.
(Fig. 27)
Fig. 27: Satisfaction over Vocational Course
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In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls 97.77 percent and 97.95
percent, respectively, expressed satisfaction over their vocational courses. In Goa, too,
majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 90.36 percent and 88.75 percent, respectively,
endorses the same view.

Rate of Satisfaction
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 29.6 percent and 49 percent of the girls,
respectively, said that they are fairly satisfied. At the same time, 28.9 percent and 28.7
percent of girls in the rural and urban area, respectively, said they are highly satisfied.
Another 21.5 percent and 12.2 percent of the girls, respectively, said they are satisfied. (Fig.
28)
Similarly, in Goa, too, in the rural and urban area, 37.3 percent and 45 percent of the total
number of girls, respectively, said that they are fairly satisfied. In the rural and urban area,
27.7 percent and 27.5 percent of the total number of girls, respectively, said they are satisfied.
Another 19.3 percent and 13.75 percent of the total number of girls, respectively, said they are
highly satisfied.
Seen together, students in Chandigarh were satisfied to a greater extent than in Goa, with 68.1
percent girls being either highly or fairly satisfied with their vocational course, the
corresponding figure for Goa being 57.68 percent. In comparison to rural girls, urban girls
were satisfied to a greater extent, 68.33 percent as against 57.55 percent being either highly or
fairly satisfied.
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Fig. 28: Satisfaction Rate on Vocational Course
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(u). Reasons for being satisfied with the respective vocational courses: Attitude
of girls of Std. XI-XII
In Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the girls said that they were satisfied with their vocational
course for the ‘good knowledge/practical/training’ that they received. (Fig. 29)
Fig. 29: Reasons for Satisfaction over Vocational Courses
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In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa 54.07 percent, 38.77 percent, 51.8
percent and 48.75 percent, respectively, said that they were satisfied for this reason.
Further, in the rural area of Chandigarh 41.48 and 40 percent girls, respectively, also
felt satisfaction over the self employment and job prespects of the course. A few girls
about 17 and 14 percent, respectively, were also satisfied as they found the course
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easy to follow and had chances for further studies. In the case of the urban area of
Chandigarh, the same trend is observed. Besides good knowledge and practical
training, ‘Good job prospects’, as a reason for satisfaction is endorsed by 28.57
percent of the respondents. Chances of self employment and ‘Easy to follow’ are
endorsed by 14.28 percent, 12.24 percent of the respondents, respectively. Another
12.24 percent quoted options for further studies as reason for satisfaction.
In the rural area of Goa, the top reason is followed by 33.73 percent of the total number of
girls who said that they were satisfied because of the ‘good job prospects’. 32.53 percent of
the girls said that they were satisfied with the ‘good chances for self-employment’. 31.32
percent of percent of the girls found the course ‘easy to follow’. 21.68 percent of the girls said
that they were satisfied with the chances for further studies.
In the urban area of Goa, besides the topmost reason, 31.25 and 30 percent girls, respectively
said that they were satisfied for the self employment job prospects and that the course is
‘easy to follow’. 27.5 percent of girls said that they were satisfied because of the job
prospects and 20 percent were happy with the chances of further studies of the course.
On the rural-urban comparison, the knowledge and practical training received during the
course and its job prospects are the top reasons giving satisfaction of the students in case of
both the areas. When seen state wise, the top reasons are similar. Thus, it can be concluded
that the content and the practical training received and the job prospects matter most to the
students when judging the course while ‘easy to study’ also matters but not to this extent.
Further, students are hardly studying only for mental satisfaction these days. It also shows
that girls whether in urban or in rural area are career oriented (whether self or wage
employment)

(w). Development of Required Understanding, Knowledge and Skills on
Completion of the Vocational Course – the Perception of Parents
In Chandigarh and Goa, regarding the development of required understanding, knowledge and
skills on completion of the vocational course by the students, there are similarities in
perception among the parents. Majority of the parents in Chandigarh and Goa, both in rural
and urban areas, think that the students develop the required level of understanding,
knowledge and skills on completion of the vocational course. (Fig. 30)
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(w). 1. Perception of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In rural and the urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 90and 88.13 percent,
respectively, endorses the view that the students develop the understanding, knowledge and
skills adequately on completion of the vocational course. In Goa, also majority of the parents,
64 percent and 76.31in the rural and urban areas, respectively, thinks the same.

(w). 2. Perception of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 76.19 and 80 percent,
respectively, feels that the students develop the required understanding, knowledge and skills
on completion of the vocational course. In the rural and urban area of Goa, too, majority of
the parents, 85.29 percent and 73.91 percent, respectively, endorses this view.
Those parents, who were of the opinion (although very less in percentage) that the vocational
course was not able to develop the desired level of competency selected varied answers for
their opinion. For example, 20 percent of the parents of girls of std. XII from urban areas of
Chandigarh were not satisfied, and they attributed reasons e.g. lack of paper teacher training,
inadequacy of instructional material/equipment as the top two reasons.

III. ATTITUDE OF THE SOCIETY TOWARDS CAREER OF GIRLS
With time, girls are emerging out of their traditional roles restricted to domestic life or
traditional careers as that of caregivers and are aspiring high visualizing themselves as
career persons. Is this belief a reality in both urban and rural areas? Are the parents
and the society supportive of girls? These questions were probed through this study.

III. 1. (a). Support for Career Aspirations
Society plays a vital role in career choices of the girls. Attitude of the society towards
girl may affect the career aspirations of the girls. The detailed data gathered is
presented below.
In Chandigarh and Goa, as Fig. 31 shows, the attitude of the society as perceived by
the girls regarding their career displays a similar trend. Majority of the girls think that
society supports their career aspirations.

Fig. 31: Society's Support for Career Aspirations of Girls
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1. (a). 1. Perception of Girls of Std. X
In Chandigarh, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 99.32 percent and
95.53 percent respectively, think that society supports their career aspirations. We
find a similar trend in the case of Goa. Majority of the girls in the rural and urban
area, 98.7 percent and 98.5 percent of the total number of respondents, respectively,
think that society supports their career aspirations.

1. (a). 2. Response of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 96.29 percent and 100 percent of the girls,
respectively, think that society is supportive of their career aspirations. In Goa, too,
majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 100 percent and 93.75 percent,
respectively, endorses the same view.

1. (b). Discrimination Between Boys & Girls by Society
As Fig. 32 shows, while majority of the girls in Chandigarh and Goa feel that society
discriminates between boys and girls, the opinion is divided among the parents.
Fig. 32: Discrimination between Boys & Girls by Society
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1. (b). 1. Opinion of Girls of Std. X
In Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 81.87 percent and 70.53 percent respectively,
endorse that society discriminates between boy and girl. In case of Goa, too, majority
of the girls in the rural and urban area, percent and 60.86 percent and 63.28 percent,
respectively, feels the same.
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1. (b). 3. Opinion of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 54.07 percent and
79.59 percent of the girls feel that society discriminates between boys and girls. The
gap, however, who think otherwise is much less in case of rural area of Chandigarh.
In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 66.26 percent and 66.25 percent,
respectively, feels that society discriminates between boys and girls. There is hardly any
difference between the rural and urban area of Goa in this respect.

(b). 2. Opinion of Parents of Std. X
In contradiction of the opinion of girls, much more percentage of parents believes that
they don’t discriminate between their sons and daughters. In the rural area, majority
of the parents, 54 percent in Chandigarh and 64 percent in Goa do not feel that society
discriminates between boys and girls. However, in the urban area, the opinion is
almost evenly divided. While majority of the parents, 50.7 percent, feels that society
discriminates between boys and girls. 49.2 percent, do not feel that society
discriminates between the two sexes.
In Goa, in rural areas, the difference again widens. While majority of the parents, 64 percent
do not feel that society discriminates, 36 percent feel discrimination exists. In contrast, in the
urban area 50 percent parents hold this view, but 47.36 percent of the total number of parents
does not feel that discrimination exists.

1. (b). 4. Opinion of Parents of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents feel that society
discriminates between boys and girls, but a large number of parents, 42.85 percent
and 30 percent in the rural and urban area, respectively, do not feel so. In Goa, on the
other hand, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 52.94 percent and
60.86 percent, respectively, feel that society does not discriminate between boys and
girls.
Thus, a difference of opinion between the girls and the parents as to whether gender
discrimination exists in the society is evident from the data. While more girls feel that it
exists, lesser percentage of parents shares this opinion. This is also a sad part of gender
discrimination that people, who are a party to it do not even realize that their behavior/attitude
is discriminatory, which is a barrier in bringing gender parity.

2. (c). Girls/Women as Career Person
The response to the question whether “society views girls/women as career person” is
divided almost equally with a thin majority believing that society does not view girls
equally with women as career persons (Fig. 33), with exception of response from
rural area of Chandigarh (girls, Std. XI-XII)
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Fig. 33: Society's View on Girls/Women as Career Persons
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2. (c). 1. Perception of Girls of Std. X
In Chandigarh, a thin majority of the girls in the rural and urban areas, 49.66 percent
and 51.7 percent, respectively, feel that society does not view girls/women as career
person, But 48.34 percent and 47.32 percent, respectively, feel the opposite. In Goa,
too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 52.17 percent and 57.03 percent,
respectively, feel that society does not view girls/women as career person.

2. (c). 2. Perception of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls 53 percent and 47
percent, respectively, feel that society views girls/women as career person. In the two
areas, 47 percent and 49 percent of the girls, respectively, feel that society does not
view girls/women as career person.
In Goa, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 53.01 percent and 61.25 percent,
respectively, feels that society does not view girls/women as career person. But the
remaining, 46.98 percent and 38.75 percent of girls in the two areas, respectively, feels
otherwise.

On the whole, 49.54 percent girls in rural area and 45.25 percent girls in urban area
feel that society does not view them as career persons. Somewhat larger percentage
in Chandigarh (48.92) against 43.77 percent in Goa share this view. Taking all the
respondents in consideration, about 47 percent girls think that society does not view
them as career persons.

3. (a). Girls/women in Top Level Jobs
As Fig. 34 shows, there are differences in the perception of girls in rural and urban
areas regarding attitude of the society on girls/women occupying top-level jobs except
in Goa as responded by girls of class XI-XII. . Majority of girls in the rural area (Std.
X) of Chandigarh and Goa and majority of the girls (Std. XII) of Chandigarh feel that
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society accepts girls/women in top-level jobs. On the other hand, majority of girls in
the urban area (Std. X) of Chandigarh and Goa and majority of the girls (Std. XII) in
the urban area of Chandigarh, and rural and urban area of Goa feel that the society
does not accept girls/women at the top-level posts.
Fig. 34: Society's Acceptance of Girls/Women in Top Level Jobs
80
68.67

70
60

Acceptance Percent

50
40

57.81

57.04

58.75

57.77
53.06

47.82
42.95

44.89

42.18

41
33.33

33

41.25

39.25
31.32

30
20
10
0
Rural (149) Urban (112)

Rural (69)

Chandigarh

Urban (128) Rural (135)

Goa

Urban (49)

Rural (83)

Chandigarh

Girls of Std. X

Yes

No

Urban (80)

Goa
Girls of Std. XII

3. (a). 1. Perception of Girls of Std. X
In Chandigarh and Goa, higher percentage of the girls in the rural area, 57.04 percent and
47.82 percent, respectively, feel that society accepts girls/women in top-level jobs. On the
other hand, in the urban area of Chandigarh and Goa, 41 percent and 57.81 percent, feel that
the society does not accept girls/women at the top-level jobs.

3. (a). 2. Perception of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 57.77 percent feel that the
society accepts girls/women at the top-level jobs, while in urban area, majority of
girls (53.06 percent) have the opposite view. In Goa, majority of the girls in the rural
and urban area, 68.67 percent and 58.75 percent, respectively, endorses the same
view. On the other hand, in Chandigarh, 39.25 percent and 44.89 percent of the girls
in the two areas, respectively, feel that society does not accept women in top-level
jobs. In Goa, in rural and urban areas, 31.32 percent and 41.25 percent, respectively,
feel that the society does not accept girls/women at the top-level jobs.
On the whole, nearly 50 % (49.36) girls are of the view that society does not accept
girls/women in top position. Comparing rural vs urban, more of urban girls (52.66
percent) than rural girls (46.05 percent) have this feeling. Comparing the two places,
more girls (54.64 percent) in Goa than in Chandigarh (44.07 percent) share this view.

4. (a). Higher education for girls
As Fig. 35 shows, except for the girls (Std. XI-XII) in the urban area of Chandigarh,
majority of the respondents in the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh and Goa feel
that society is not keen for higher education for girls.
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Fig. 35: Society's Preference of Higher Education for Girls
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4. (a). 1. Perception of Girls of Std. X
In rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 56.37 percent and 71.42
percent, respectively, endorsed that society does not prefer higher education for girls,
while 42.95 percent and 27.67 percent, respectively, expressed the opposite view. In
the rural and urban areas of Goa, majority of the girl respondents, 59.42 percent and
78.12 percent respectively, holds the view that society is not very keen on higher
education for girls. Only 39.13 percent and 29.68 percent, respectively, express the
opposite view.

4. (a). 2. Perception of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, the response is almost equally divided,
50.37 percent and 48.97 percent, respectively, felt that the society does not prefer
higher education for girls, while 48.14 percent and 51.02 percent of the girls,
respectively, express the opposite view.
In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban areas, 68.67 percent and 57.5 percent,
respectively, felt that society does not prefer higher education for girls. Comparatively fewer
girls, 31.32 percent and 42.5 percent in the two respective areas expressed the opposite view.

5. (a). Girls as entrepreneurs
Regarding girls as entrepreneurs, majority of the girls in the rural and urban areas of
Chandigarh and Goa felt that society does not accept girls as entrepreneurs. However,
as Fig. 36 shows, the opinion is equally divided in the case of the girls (Std. X) in the
rural area of Goa.
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Fig. 36: Society's Acceptance of Girls as Entrepreneurs
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5. (a). 1. Perception of Girls of Std. X
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, the view that society does not accept girls
as entrepreneurs is endorsed by 51 percent and 70.5 percent, respectively. In Goa,
49.27 percent and 62.5 percent of the total number of girls, respectively, endorse this
view.

5. (a). 2. Perception of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, only a slight majority of the girls, 51.11
percent and 51.02 percent feel that society does not accept girls as entrepreneurs. At
the same time, quite a large number of girls in the two areas, 49.62 and 46.93 percent,
respectively, feel the opposite.
In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban areas, 73.49 percent and 52.5 percent,
respectively, feel that society does not accept girls as entrepreneurs. The remaining girls in
the two respective areas, 26.50 percent and 47.5 percent, respectively, endorse the opposite
view.
Considering all respondents, a majority (57.68 %) is of the view that society does not accept
girls as entrepreneurs. On rural-urban comparison, it is seen that somewhat higher percentage
of girls (59.13 %) in urban areas shard this view as against 56.22 percent in rural areas. The
comparison between Chandigarh and Goa revealed that higher percentage of girls (59.44) is
of this view against 55.91 percent in Chandigarh.

6. (a). Discrimination regarding Type of Education and Profession for Boys
and Girls in the Society
The respondents were asked whether certain type of education and profession are
more suitable for boys than girls and vice versa. The results are presented below.
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As Fig. 37 shows, except for the girls (Std. XII) in the urban area of Chandigarh,
majority of the respondents in Chandigarh and Goa felt that there is no gender
discrimination in the society regarding the type of education for boys and girls and for
the type of profession for boys and girls in the society. However, many respondents
have the opposite view.
Fig. 37: Gender Discrimination in the Society regarding type of Education
for Boys & Girls
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As Fig. 38 shows, regarding type of profession for boys and girls, too, except for girls
(Std. XI-XII) in Chandigarh, majority of the respondents in Chandigarh and Goa feel
that there is no discrimination by the society. However, here also many respondents
have the opposite view.
Fig. 38: Existence of Gender Discrimination in the Society regarding type of
Profession for Boys & Girls
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6. (a). 1. Perception of Girls of Std. X
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 54.36 percent and 65.17 percent,
respectively, feel that there is no gender discrimination regarding the type of
education for boys and girls. But a large percentage of girls, 45.63 percent and 33.9
percent, respectively, feel that discrimination regarding the same prevails in the
society. Regarding type of profession, 53.69 percent and 58.92 percent of the total
number of girls, in the rural and urban areas, respectively, feel that society does not
think that certain professions are more suitable for boys than girls and vice versa. But
46.30 percent and 40.17 percent of the total number of girls have the opposite view.
In the rural and urban areas of Goa, too, majority of the respondents, 75.36 percent and 86.71
percent, respectively, feel that there is no gender discrimination regarding the type of
education for boys and girls. But 23.18 percent and 21.09 percent, respectively feel the
opposite. At the same time, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 60.86 percent and
75 percent, respectively, feel that there is no gender discrimination regarding the type of
profession for boys and girls in the society. But 37.68 percent and 25.78 percent of the
respondents, respectively, feel there is discrimination regarding the same in the society.

6. (a). 3. Perception of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls 61.48 percent feels that there is
no gender discrimination regarding the type of education for boys and girls, while
53.06 percent girls in urban area have the opposite view In Goa, majority of the girls
in the rural and urban areas, 80.72 percent and 61.25 percent, respectively, endorses
the view that there is no discrimination.
In Chandigarh, regarding the type of profession, majority of the girls in the rural and urban
areas, 50.37 percent and 65.30 percent, respectively, feels that there is gender discrimination
in society regarding the type of profession for boys and girls, while 48.88 percent and 36.73
percent of the girls respectively, do not feel that there is discrimination.
In Goa, majority of the girls in the rural and urban areas, 81.92 percent and 60 percent,
respectively, feels that there is no gender discrimination in society regarding the type of
profession for boys and girls.

6. (a). 2. Perception of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents in the rural and urban areas do not think that
there is gender discrimination in the society regarding the type of education and the type of
profession for boys and girls. In Chandigarh, in the rural and urban areas, 52 percent and
57.74 percent, respectively, holds this view. But a large number of parents, 42 percent and
43.66 percent, respectively, feel the existence of such discrimination in the society.
At the same time, majority of the parents in the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, 56
percent and 59.15 percent, respectively, feel that there is no gender discrimination in the
society regarding the type of profession for boys and girls. But a large percentage of parents,
38 percent and 40.84 percent, respectively, feel the existence of such discrimination in the
society.
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In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban areas, 76 percent and 71.05 percent,
respectively, feel that there is no gender discrimination in the society regarding the type of
education for boys and girls. Moreover, 64 percent and 73.68 percent of the parents in the
rural and urban areas, respectively, feel that there is no gender discrimination in the society
regarding the type of profession for boys and girls.

6. (a). 4. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 71.42 percent and
53.33 percent, respectively, feels that there is no gender discrimination in the society
regarding the type of education for boys and girls. In Goa, too, majority of the parents
in the rural and urban areas, 79.41 percent and 82.60 percent, respectively, endorses
the same view. But the remaining 33.33 percent and 43.33 percent of the parents in
the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, and 20.58 percent and 17.39 percent of the
parents in the rural and urban areas of Goa, respectively, do not agree with this view.
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 66.66 percent and 73.33
percent, respectively, feels that there is no gender discrimination in the society regarding the
type of profession for boys and girls. In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and
urban area, 79.41 percent and 78.26 percent, respectively, endorses the same view. But the
remaining 38.09 percent and 26.66 percent of the parents in the rural and urban areas of
Chandigarh and 20.58 percent and 21.73 percent of the parents in the rural and urban areas of
Goa, respectively, hold the opposite view.
On the whole, about 1/3rd of girls feel that society thinks certain type of education is more
suitable for girls than boys, and vice versa, while nearly the same percentage (31.34%) of
parents do believe that certain kind of education is more suitable for boys than girls and vice
versa. On rural urban comparison, 31.65 and 36.08 percent girls and 30 and 32.67 percent
parents in the rural and urban areas, respectively, share this view. Comparing the two places,
more respondents in Chandigarh (40.73 percent girls and 40.58 percent parents) endorse this
view as compared to 24.95% girls and 22.07 % percent in Goa.
As regards profession, 40.46% girls believe that society thinks certain type of professions are
more suitable for girls and vice versa. 30.71 percent parents indeed think so. Comparing
rural and urban societies, 38.11% rural girls and 42.81% urban girls feel that society has
different choices for profession for boys and girls. 33.18% parents in rural area and 28.23%
parents in urban area are of the view that certain professions are more suitable for girls and
vice versa. In Chandigarh, 34.38% parents and in Goa, 25.5% parents endorse this view. In
Chandigarh, a much larger percentage of girls (50.54%) and in Goa, 30.38% girls feel that
society has different preferences for boys and girls.

III. 2. SOCIETY’S ATTITUDE
EDUCATION OF GIRLS

TOWARDS

VOCATIONAL

As Fig. 39 shows, except for girls (Std. X) in urban area of Chandigarh and the rural area of
Goa, majority of the girls in Chandigarh and Goa said that society would feel good if they opt
for vocational education. In the former two places, majority of the girls said that society’s
reaction would be neutral.
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Fig. 39: Girl's Opinion regarding the Attitude of Society on Opting Vocational Education
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2. (a). 1. Perception of Girls of Std. X
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 29.5 percent and 25 percent of the total number of
girls, respectively, agree that the society would feel good if they opted for vocational
education. 24.8 percent and 14.2 percent, respectively, say they would feel very good. 22.1
percent and 36.6 percent, respectively, say that society would be neutral. Only 13.92 percent
and 19 percent, respectively, perceive that society would feel bad.
In Goa, too, large percentage of the girls in the rural and urban area, 30.43 percent and 32.81
percent, respectively, agree that their society would feel good. 23.18 percent and 11.71
percent girls, respectively, say that society would feel very good if that society opt for
vocational education. Another 31.88 percent and 31.25 percent say that society would feel
neutral. Only 13.04 percent and 6.25 percent, respectively, feel that society would feel bad.

2. (a). 2. Perception of Girls of Std. XI-XII
These are girls who have opted for vocational education already. A clear majority society
feels good about it. More than one third of the girls perceive that society feels very good that
they have opted for vocational education. Putting together, 72.56 percent girls in the rural
and urban areas of Chandigarh believe that the society feels either very good or good about
their studying vocational education, the corresponding figure for Goa is 64.35. Looking into
rural Vs urban societies, the figures are 65.45 and 58.24.

3. Attitude of friends if Girls opt for vocational education
As Fig. 40 shows, opinions regarding attitude of friends if girls opt for vocational
education. However, except for girls (Std. X) in the rural area of Chandigarh and the
girls (Std. XII) in urban area of Chandigarh, a majority of the respondents said that
their friends would feel good. In the former two places, majority of the girls said that
their friends would feel very good.
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Fig. 40: Girl's Opinion regarding the Attitude of Friends on Opting Vocational
Education
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Response of Girls of Std. X
In the urban area of Chandigarh and the rural and urban area of Goa, majority of the
girls, 54.4 percent, 46.73 percent and 41.4 percent, respectively, said that their friends
would feel good if they opt for vocational education. However, in the case of the rural
area of Chandigarh, it is found that majority of the girls, 51 percent, said that their
friends would feel very good.
For the urban area of Chandigarh, the second highest response is ‘very good’, which is
endorsed by 37.5 percent, followed by neutral and bad, which is endorsed by 25.8 percent and
13 percent of the girls, respectively. And for the rural area of Chandigarh, while the top
most response was very good, it is followed by good, which is endorsed by 28.1 percent of
girls After this comes neutral and bad, which is endorsed by only 13.42 percent and 0.6
percent of the girls, respectively.
In the case of rural and urban area of Goa, the top response i.e. ‘good’ is followed by neutral,
which is endorsed by 23.18 percent and 35.15 percent of the total number of girls,
respectively. ‘Very good’ is endorsed by 21.73 percent and 21.09 percent of girls,
respectively. Only 4.34 and 6.25 percent girls, respectively, said that their friends will feel
bad if they opted for vocational education.

3. (a). 1. Attitude of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural area of Chandigarh, 31.11 percent each of the total number of girls said
that their friend would feel good or neutral if they opt for vocational education. This is
followed by 27.41 percent of the girls who said that their friends would feel very
good. Only 10.37 percent of the girls said that their friends would be feel bad. We get
a different picture in the case of the urban area. Majority of the girls, 34.69 percent,
said their friends would feel very good if they opt for vocational education. 30.61 said
that their friends would feel good. 26.53 percent said its does not matter for their
friends what they are studying. Only 8.16 percent said their friends will feel bad.
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In the rural and urban area of Goa, majority of the girls, 38.55 percent and 46.25 percent,
respectively, agreed that their friends would feel good. A large number of girls, 20.48 percent
and 36.25 percent in the rural and urban area, respectively, feels that their friends will feel
very good. At the same time, 36.14 percent and 13.75 percent of girls in the two areas,
respectively, agreed that their friends would be neutral. Only 4.81 percent and 1.25 percent of
girls, respectively, feel that their friends would feel bad.
On the whole, it is found that comparing the two states, only 9.66 and 5.27 percent people
(combining responses from society and friends) in Chandigarh and Goa respectively, will feel
bad if girls opted for vocational education. Comparing rural, urban societies, it is seen that
here also a very low percentage, 7.05 percent in rural and 7.87 percent in urban areas seem to
be not liking vocational education. Combining all the responses together, it is evident that in
these two states vocational education enjoys good status as less than 8 percent may feel bad
about girls studying vocational education.
Thus, in these two places (Goa and Chandigarh), at least, the image of vocational education is
either very good or good contrary to the general belief that it is rated as below standard
education, meant for only those who cannot do anything else.

III. 3. ATTITUDE OF THE PARENTS TOWARDS GENDER AND
CAREER OF GIRLS
As parents take an important role in the lives of their children, it is pertinent to study their
attitudes. Analysis of the data reveals that attitude of the parents towards career of girls in
both the rural and urban area shows the same trend.

3. (a). Gender Sensitivity of Parents
Majority of the parents in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa, feel that it
makes no difference if their boss was a lady or a male. This shows their gender
sensitivity which is based on professional ethics. (Fig. 41)
Fig. 41: Lady or Male as Boss (Does it make any Difference)
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3. (a).1. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In Chandigarh, 74 percent and 71.8 percent, persons in rural and urban areas
respectively, endorse the view that it is immaterial whether their boss is a lady or a
man. In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 80 percent and
78.94 percent, respectively, feel that it makes no difference.

3. (a).2. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
The data reveals a similar trend. In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority
of the parents, 80.95 percent and 80 percent, respectively, feel that gender of the boss
makes no difference. In the rural and urban area of Goa, too, majority of the parents,
85.29 percent and 82.60 percent, respectively, endorses the same view.
On the whole 78.71 per cent parents answered that it makes no difference to them
whether their boss were a lady or a male. Making rural-urban comparison, 80.06 and
77.36 percent parents from rural and urban areas, respectively, replied that gender of
boss makes no difference to them. For Chandigarh, the corresponding figure is 76.69
while for Goa, it is 80.71. However, to somewhat more than 20 percent respondents it
does make a difference whether boss is a leady or male.

3. (b). Support for Career aspiration
As Fig. 42 shows, a large majority of the girls in the rural and urban area of
Chandigarh as well as Goa feel that their parents support their career aspirations.
Fig. 42: Parent's Support for Career Aspiration of Daughters
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3. (b). 1. Response of Girls of Std. X
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh almost every girl, 99.95 percent and 98.21
percent, respectively, endorses the view that their parents are supportive of their
dreams regarding career. In Goa, too, almost all the girls in the rural and urban areas,
97.1 percent and 98.43 percent, respectively, hold this view.
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3. (b). 2. Response of Girls of Std. XI-XII
The results are similar in this case also. In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, a
huge majority of the girls, 96.29 percent and 100 percent, respectively, feels their
parents support their career aspirations. In Goa, too, in the rural and urban areas, 100
percent and 77.5 percent, respectively, endorse the same view.
A large majority of girls (95.94%) expressed that they get parental support for their
career aspirations, among these 98.34% girls from rural areas, 93.54% girls from
urban areas, 98.61% from Chandigarh and 93.28% girls from Goa endorse this.

3. (c). Importance of Career for girl & boy
As shown in Fig. 43, except for parents (Std. XII) in the urban area of Goa, majority
of the parents in both the states Chandigarh (UT) and Goa said that having a career is
as important for a girl as for a boy.
Fig. 43: Equal Importance to Career of Girls and Boys
120
100

90

87.3

94.73

88.00

100

96.66

97.05
86.95

Important Percent

80
60
40
20

10

12.67

12.00

13.04

5.26

3.33

0

2.94

0
Rural (50)

Urban (71)

Chandigarh

Rural (25)

Urban (38)

Rural (21)

Goa

Urban (30)

Chandigarh
Yes

Rural (34)

Urban (23)

Goa

No

3. (c). 1. Attitude of Parents of Std. X
In Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents in rural and urban area feel that
having a career is as important for a girl as for a boy. 90 percent and 87.3 percent of
the total number of parents in the rural and urban areas, respectively, endorse this
view. In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban areas, 88 percent and
94.73 percent respectively, feel that having a career is equally important for girls and
boys both.

3. (c). 2. Attitude of Parents of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, and the rural area of Goa, majority of the
parents, 100 percent, 96.66 percent and 97.05 percent, respectively, feel that having a
career is as important for a girl as for a boy. However, surprisingly majority of the
parents in the urban area Goa, 86.95 percent, do not feel so. Thus, majority of parents
responded that career in equally important for their daughter and sons.

3. (d). Attitude of Parents towards Daughters’ Initiatives to Start Own Business
Majority of the parents in Chandigarh and Goa said that they would feel very good if
their daughters wanted to start their own business. (Fig. 44)
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Fig. 44: Opinion of Parents regarding Daughter's Wish to Start Own Business
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3. (d). 1. Attitude of Parents of Std. X
In Chandigarh, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area say that they would
feel very good if their daughters want to start their own business. In the rural and
urban area, 86 percent and 66.1 percent, respectively, endorses this view while other
16.9 percent say that they will feel good.
In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban areas, 64 percent and 73.68 percent,
respectively, say that they would feel very good if their daughters started their own business.
36 percent and 15.78 percent, respectively, says they would feel good. 8 percent and 5.26
percent of the parents in the rural and urban area, respectively, say that they would be neutral.
Only 2 and 1.4 percent in rural and urban areas of Chandigarh and 4 and 2.63 percent of
parents in the two areas in Goa say that they would not like it.

3. (d). 2. Attitude of Parents of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 71.42 percent and
73.33 percent, respectively, say that they would feel very good if their daughters
ventured into their own business. 23.8 percent and 23.33 percent, respectively, said
they would feel good, while 9.52 percent and 3.33 percent, respectively, said they
would be neutral. None of them said that they would not like it.
Similarly, in Goa, majority of the parents in the rural and urban areas, 64.70 percent and 60.8
percent, respectively, say that they would feel very good if their daughters started their own
business. 26.47 percent and 30.4 percent, respectively, say they would feel good. And 2.94
percent and 8.69 percent, say they would be neutral. While none of the parents in the urban
area say that they would not like it only 2.94 percent in the rural area feel so. Thus, a clear
majority of parents in both rural and urban societies of both the states said they would support
their daughter becoming a business person and will feel either good or very good about it.

3. (e). Support from Parents to Daughters’ to Start their own Ventures
In Chandigarh and Goa, as Fig. 45 shows, majority of the parents said that they would
give bank guarantee and facilitate their daughter to seek bank or other loans to start
her own ventures.
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Fig. 45: Parental Support for Daughter to Start own Business
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3. (e). 1. Attitude of Parents of Std. X
Majority of the parents, 94 percent and 95.7 percent, in the rural and urban areas of
Chandigarh respectively, endorses the view that they will give bank guarantee etc and
facilitate their daughter getting bank or other loan if she planned to start her won
business . Only 4 percent and 4.22percent of the total number of parents in the rural
and urban area, respectively, objected to such ideas.
In the rural and urban area of Goa, too, majority of the parents, 80 percent and 97 percent,
respectively, say they would give bank guarantee and facilitate their daughter to seek loans to
start her own ventures. But the remaining 20 percent and 3 percent, respectively, objected to
such ideas.

3. (e). 2. Attitude of Parents Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 90.47 percent and
100 percent, respectively, said that they would give bank guarantee and facilitate their
daughter to seek loans to start her own ventures. Similarly, in the rural and urban area
of Goa, every parent says they would give bank guarantee and facilitate their daughter
to seek loans and start their business.
Thus, it is evident from the data that both in rural and urban societies in both the
places (Chandigarh and Goa), there is acceptance for girls to become business persons
and the parents say they are ready to support daughter’s ventures.

3. (f). Attention given to girls in the family
In Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the girls both from rural and urban families said
that they get the same attention as their brothers in their family. (Fig. 46)

99

Fig. 46: Same Attention in Family as Brothers
120
100
91.3

100
80

85.93

79.46

77.80

87.4
75.9
65

Percent

60
32.5

40
21.47

24.1

18.75

20

14.06

7.2

12.59
0

0
Rural (149) Urban (112)

Rural (69)

Chandigarh

Urban (128) Rural (135)

Goa

Urban (49)

Rural (83)

Chandigarh

Girls of Std. X

Urban (80)

Goa

Girls of Std. XI-XII
Yes

No

3. (f). 1. Response of Girls of Std. X
Majority of the girls in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 77.8 percent and 79.46
percent, respectively, agree that they get the same attention as their brothers in their family,
whereas 21.47 percent and 18.75 percent, respectively, feel that they do not get the same
attention. In the case of Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 91.3 percent
and 85.93 percent, respectively endorses this view. 7.2 percent and about 14 percent in the
two areas, feel that they do not get the same attention.

3. (f). 2. Response of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 87.4 percent and 100 percent,
respectively, agree that they get the same attention as their brothers in their family. In Goa,
too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 75.9 percent and 65 percent, respectively,
agreed that they get the same attention. But a considerable percentage of girls in the rural and
urban area of Goa, 24.1 percent and 32.5 percent, respectively, feel they do not get the same
attention.
Taking all the responses from Chandigarh and making rural urban comparison, the urban
society seems to be somewhat more gender sensitive as 89.7 percent girls in urban area feel
that they get the same attention in the family as their brothers as against 82.6 percent girls
from the rural area feeling the same, while in case of Goa, the scene is reverse with 83.6 and
75.47 percent, respectively. When rural and urban societies are compared pooling the data
from both the states, the two seem to be similar in their attitude on paying attention to girls
vis-à-vis boys, with 83.1 and 82.59 percent respectively for rural and urban areas.
Nevertheless, it needs attention that on an average 16 percent girls feel discriminated in the
family.

3. (g). Sense of Priority of Parents towards Education of Daughter vs Son
The parents were given a hypothetical situation - the daughter is more intelligent than
the son and happens to get admission in MBBS/Engineering but the son has secured a
paid MBA seat while parents can afford to finance only one offspring. Majority of the
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parents in Chandigarh and Goa said that they would finance the daughter. The
detailed data is below. (Fig. 47)
Fig. 47: Decision to Finance Professional Course for Daughter (on merit) or Son
(paid seat)
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3. (g).1. Attitude of Parents of Girls’, Std. X
Majority of the parents in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh 68 percent and 83.09
percent, respectively say that they would finance the daughter. Only 12 percent and
12.67 percent, respectively, say that they would finance the son. But 22 percent and
14 percent, respectively, put some alternative options.
In Goa, 88 percent and 86.84 percent of parents in the rural and urban area, respectively, say
that they would finance the daughter. Only 8 percent and 15.78 percent, respectively, say that
they would finance the son. 16 percent and 5.26 percent of parents in the rural and urban area,
respectively, put alternative options.

3. (g).2. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 100 percent and
86.66 percent, respectively, say that they would finance the daughter. In Goa, too,
majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 82.35 percent and 69.56 percent,
endorses the same view. In Chandigarh, 20 percent of the parents in the urban area
said they would finance the son. And a few parents in the urban area of Chandigarh,
3.33 percent, said they would think of ‘other’ options. In Goa, in the rural and urban
area, 8.82 percent and 17.39 percent, respectively, say that they would finance the
son. 5.88 and 13.04 percent, respectively say that they would think of other options
e.g. financing one an their own and taking loan for the other and educate both.

3. (h). Freedom of expression to girls’ on family matters
Majority of the girls in Chandigarh and Goa said that their parents allow them to
freely express their opinions on family matters. And at the same time, majority of
them also agree that their opinions are valued (see Fig. 48).
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Fig. 48: Freedom of Expression (opinions) on Family Matters
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3. (h).1. Response of Girls of Std. X
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 76.51 percent and 74
percent, respectively, agree that their parents allow them to freely express their
opinions on family matters. And at the same time, 60.40 percent and 91.07 percent for
the rural and urban area, respectively, agree that their opinions are valued. In the rural
and urban area of Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban areas, 75.36
percent and 78.12 percent, respectively, agree that their parents allow them to freely
express their opinions on family matters. 72.46 percent and 80.46 percent of the total
number of girls, respectively, agree that their opinions are valued.

3. (h).2. Response of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the girls agree that
their parents allow them to freely express their opinions on family matters and that
their opinions are valued.
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 90.37 percent and 87.75 percent girls respectively,
agree that they can freely express their opinions on family matters. In Goa, too, majority of
the girls in the rural and urban area, 77.1 percent and 71.25 percent, respectively, endorses the
same view.
At the same time, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 85.18
percent and 85.71 percent in the rural and urban area, respectively, agree that their opinions
are valued. In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 80.72 percent and
68.75 percent, respectively, endorses the same view. (Fig. 49)
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Fig. 49: Value Given by Parents to Opinion of Girls on Family Matters
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3. (i). Freedom of expression to girls on matters related to themselves
Majority of the girls in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa said that their parents
allow them to freely express their opinions on matters related to themselves. Further, majority
of the girls agree that their parents value their opinions (Fig. 50).
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Fig. 50: Freedom of Expression: Opinions on Matters related to Oneself
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3. (i). 1. Response of Girls of Std. X
Majority of the girls in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 86.57 percent and 91.07
percent, respectively, agree that their parents allow them to freely express their opinions on
matters related to self. Further, 67.78 and 99.1 percent of the girls in the two areas agree that
their parents value their opinion. In Goa also majority of the girls in the rural and urban area,
85.50 percent and 88.28 percent, respectively, agree that their parents allow them to freely
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express their opinion and 88.40 percent and 86.71 percent, respectively, feel that parents
value their opinion.

3. (i). 2. Response of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 94.07 percent and 91.83
percent, respectively, agree that their parents allow them to freely express their opinions on
matters related to self. In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 85.54
percent and 78.75 percent, respectively, endorses the same view. Further, in Chandigarh,
87.40 percent and 79.59 percent of the girls in the rural and urban areas, respectively, agree
that parents valued their opinion. Similarly, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area of
Goa, 89.15 percent and 77.5 percent, respectively, endorses the same view. (Fig. 51)
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Fig. 51: Freedom of Expression: Value Given to Opinion on Oneself by the
Families
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3. (j). Perception of Girls on Opportunities for Education available to Boys and
Girls
As Fig. 52 shows, a high majority of the girls in Chandigarh and Goa feels that there are equal
opportunities available for boys and girls in education.
Fig. 52: Equal Opportunities for Boys & Girls in Education
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3. (j). 1. Response of Girls of Std. X
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 99.32 percent and
92.86 percent, respectively, are of the view that there is equal opportunity in
education for both the sexes.
In the rural and urban areas of Goa, also girls 95.65 percent and 97.65 percent, respectively,
endorse this view.

3. (j). 2. Response of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural area of Chandigarh, every girl, 100 percent, feel that there is equal
opportunity for both sexes in education. In the urban area of Chandigarh, and the rural
and urban area of Goa, too, majority of the girls, 87.75 percent, 96.38 percent and 90
percent, respectively, endorsed the same view.

Parental Perception on Education of Boys and Girls: Girls’ Opinion
Girls were asked whether, in their opinion, the parents give equal value to the education of
girls and boys and offer them equal opportunities. Majority of the girls in Chandigarh and
Goa, believe that their parents endorse equal value and opportunity for both the sexes in
education (Fig. 53).
Fig. 53: Parental Perception on Education of Boys and Girls, Girls' Opinion
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3. (j). 1. Response from Girls of Std. X
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 95.30 percent and
100 percent, respectively, believes that their parents endorse equal opportunity in
education, for both the sexes. In the rural and urban areas of Goa, too, majority of the
girls, 86.95 percent and 92.98 percent, respectively, endorse the same view.
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3. (j). 2. Response from Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 90.37 percent and 85.71 percent, girls
respectively, think that their parents give equal value to the education of their sons
and daughters and offer equal opportunity for both. In Goa, too, majority of the girls
in the rural and urban area, 92.77 percent and 91.25 percent, respectively, endorsed
the same view.

Girls’ perception about Parental Attitude on their Opting Vocational
Education
As Fig. 54 shows, except for the girls (Std. X) in Goa, majority of the respondents in
Chandigarh and Goa said that their parents would feel very good if they opted for
vocational education. Majority of the girls (Std. X) in Goa said that their parents
would feel good.
Fig. 54: Parent's Attitude as Perceived by Daughters if they Opt for Vocational
Education
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3. (k). 1. Perception of Girls of Std. X
In both the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 59.7 percent and 36.6
percent, respectively, said that their parents would feel very good if they opted for vocational
education, while 22.8 percent of girls in the rural area said that their parents would feel good,
21.4 percent of girls in the urban endorsed the same view. A large number of girls, 29.4
percent in the urban area said that their parents would be neutral. Only 2 percent and 5
percent of girls in the two respective areas said that their parents would not like it.
In the rural and urban area of Goa, 42.02 percent and 44.53 percent of the girls, respectively,
agree that their parents would feel good if they opted for vocational education while31.88
percent and 28.9 percent, respectively, think that their parents would be neutral. Another
24.63 percent and 17.18 percent, respectively, say parents would feel very good. Only 1.44
percent and 7.03 percent, respectively feel that their parents would not like it.
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3. (k). 2. Perception of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In Chandigarh, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 38.51 percent and
42.85 percent, respectively, said that their parents would feel very good if they opted
for vocational education. A large number of girls in the two respective areas, 31.11
percent and 32.65 percent, respectively, said that their parents would feel good. 22.22
and 20.41 percent of the total number of girls in the rural and urban area said that their
parents would be neutral. Only 8.15 percent and 4.08 percent of girls in the two
respective places said that their parents would feel bad.
In the rural and urban areas of Goa, majority of the girls, 61.44 percent and 48.75 percent,
respectively, said that their parents would feel very good if they opted for vocational
education. A large number of girls in the two respective areas, 31.32 percent and 33.75
percent, respectively, said that their parents would feel good. Only 3.61 percent and 5 percent
of girls in the two respective places said that their parents would feel bad.

3. (l). Attitude towards the particular Vocational course that daughters have
selected
As Fig. 55 shows, attitude of the parents in Chandigarh and Goa in both rural and
urban areas regarding the particular vocational course their daughters have selected is
quite favorable, wherein most of the parents feel either good or very good about
selection of Vocational Course by their daughters. This is in concurrence with our
results reported on previous pages that most of the parents endorse the choice of girls
and let them study what they wished.
Fig.55: Parent's Attitude Towards Particular Vocational Education of Daughter
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3. (l). 1. Response of Parents of Std. X
In the rural and the urban area of Chandigarh, 84 percent and 52.11 percent of parents,
respectively, endorse that the particular vocational course their daughters have taken
up is good. At the same time, in the rural area of Goa, 64 percent of the total number
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of parents said that they feel very good about it. In Chandigarh, in the rural and urban
area, 10 percent and 40.84 percent of the total parents, respectively, said they feel
good. Only 4 percent and 4.22 percent, respectively, are indifferent. In the case of the
rural area of Goa, 24 percent of the total respondents said they good and for 12
percent it doesn’t matter. In the urban area of Goa, 15.78 percent of the total number
of parents said that they feel very good. Majority of the parents in the same area,
76.31 percent, said they feel good. A very-very few parents said that they didn’t like
it.

3. (l). 2. Response of Parents of Std. XI-XII
In the rural area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 61.9 percent, said that the
vocational course their daughter has selected is very good. Quite a large number of
parents, 33.33 percent, said they feel good. And only 4.76 percent parents said they
are indifferent.
In the case of the urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 53.33 percent, said that
particular vocational course their daughters have selected is good, a large number of parents,
43.33 percent, said they feel very good. Similarly, majority of the parents in the rural and
urban area of Goa, 52.94 percent and 60.86 percent, respectively, say that they think the
course is good. 44.11 percent and 34.78 percent of the total number of parents, respectively,
say that they feel very good about it. Hardly any parents feel bad about it. .

In Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents in the rural and urban areas feel that
vocational course is useful for their daughters. In Chandigarh, majority of the parents
in the rural and urban area, 88 percent and 90.14 percent, respectively, endorses this
view. Only 2 percent and 9.85 percent, respectively, feel otherwise. In Goa, too,
majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 84 percent and 84.21 percent,
respectively, feel that vocational course is useful for their daughters. Only 16 percent
and 13.15 percent of the total number of parents in the rural and urban area,
respectively, feel otherwise.
In Chandigarh, majority of the parents (Std. XI-XII) in the rural and urban area, 80.95 percent
and 93.33 percent, respectively, feels that vocational course is useful for their daughters.
Similarly, in Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 91.17 percent and
95.65 percent, respectively, endorses the same view. In Chandigarh, only 4.76 percent and
6.66 percent of parents in the rural and urban area feel otherwise. In Goa, too, the remaining
8.82 percent and 4.34 percent of parents in the rural and urban area, respectively, have a
different view.

3. (m). Suitability of Education and Gender
Parents were asked whether suitability of education is linked to gender, i.e.
whether a certain type of education in more suitable for boys than girls and vice
versa, the response received is mixed.
As Fig. 56 shows, majority of the parents (Std. X) in Chandigarh, feel that certain
types of education is more suitable for boys than girls while majority of the parents
(Std. X) in Goa, parents (Std. XII) in the rural area of Chandigarh and parents (Std.
XII) in Goa feels that it is not so. Opinion of the parents of girls (Std. XII) in the
urban area of Chandigarh is equally divided.

108

Percent

Fig. 56: Parent's Attitude on Suitability of Certain types of Education for
Boys than Girls
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3. (m). 1. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 62 percent and 60.5 percent, respectively, feel
that certain types of education in more suitable for boys than girls and vice versa. But
the remaining 44 percent and 39.43 percent, respectively, do not feel so.
In Goa, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 64 percent and 55.26 percent, do
not feel that education suitability is linked to gender.

3. (m). 2. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
In the rural area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 61.9 percent does not feel that
certain types of education is more suitable for boys than girls and vice versa. In urban
area, the response is 50:50. In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban
areas, 76.47 percent and 52.17 percent, respectively, endorses that gender is not
related to type of education useful for them.

Suitability of Profession for Boys and Girls
As Fig. 57 shows, except for the parents of girls (Std. XII) in the urban area of Goa,
majority of the parents in Chandigarh and Goa expressed that certain types of
profession are more suitable for boys than girls and vice versa. This is in
contradiction to the previous response where parents didn’t link suitability of a certain
kind education to gender.
Fig. 57: Parent's Attitude on Suitability of Certain types of Profession for Boys
than Girls
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(m). 1. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In Chandigarh and Goa majority of the parents, in rural and urban areas 74 percent,
85.9 percent; and 57.89 percent respectively, feel that certain types of profession are
more suitable for girls than boys and vice versa. The difference among parents who
do or do not feel so is lesser in Goa as compared to Chandigarh.

3. (m). 2. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 85.71 and 90 percent,
respectively, feel that certain types of profession are more suitable for girls than boys and vice
versa.. In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural area, 58.82 percent endorses the same
view.
However, in the urban area of Goa, majority of parents, 52.17 think that boys and girls can
choose any profession. Looking together, there seems to be no difference of thinking between
rural and urban societies on this aspect with the figures 70.63 and 69.3 percent respectively,
while relatively less percentage of parents (56.03) in Goa as against those in Chandigarh
(83.9) believe so. Taking together all the responses, it is revealed that about 70 percent of the
respondents (parents) are of the view that certain professions are more suitable for girls then
boys and vice versa.

3. (n). Attitude of Parents regarding preferred types of jobs for Daughters
In Chandigarh and Goa, as Fig. 58 shows, majority of the parents in the rural and
urban area say they would allow their daughters to take up a job, which involves
going on tours frequently in a team, however, in comparison, going on tours
frequently alone was not performed much. The responses received are quite varied
and discussed below in detail.
Fig. 58: Parent's Attitude on Daughter taking up Certain types of Jobs
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3. (n). 1. Attitude of Parents of Girls Std. X
In Chandigarh, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 44 percent and 56.33
percent, respectively, endorses the view that they would not mind their daughters to take up a
job in which they have to go on tours frequently in a team. In the case of Goa, 68 percent and
55.89 percent of the parents in the rural and urban area holds the same view. In contrast in the
rural and urban areas of Chandigarh and Goa, only 8 percent, 18 percent, 28 and 5.26 percent,
respectively, would not mind if their daughter takes up a job involving frequent tours in
which she has to go alone.
In the rural area of Chandigarh, 26 percent of the total respondents, say they would not mind
if their daughters take up job which involves long tours away from home (e.g. 8 am to 10 pm)
while for 24 percent parents in rural areas and 19.71 percent in urban areas of Chandigarh
would let their girls take up a job, which requires her to go and stay in a city other than home.
20 percent in rural and 18.3 in urban areas don’t mind jobs where most of the other fellow
workers are males. Only 12 percent in rural areas will let their daughter have jobs, which
involve night duties as against 33.8 percent in urban area of Chandigarh.
Further, analysis of date from Goa reveals in the rural area 28 percent of the total of the
respondents would let their daughters take up jobs which involve frequent tours alone. 20
percent each will not mind jobs, which involve night duties or jobs where most of the other
fellow workers are males. 12 percent find the kind of job which involves long hours away
from home (e.g. 8 am to 10 pm) acceptable. Only 8 percent would like the kind of job, which
requires her to go and stay in a city other than home.
In the urban area of Goa, the corresponding percentages of parents who would not mind their
daughter ‘taking a job’ which involves night duties, which involves long hours away from
home (e.g. 8 am to 10 pm), job which involves going on tours frequently in a team or jobs
where most of the other fellow workers are males, job which requires her to go and stay in a
city other than home, and job which involves long tours alone, respectively—are as follows,
55.89 percent, 23.68 percent, 21.0 percent each, 13.15 percent and 5.26 percent.

3. (n). 2. Attitude of Parents of Girls Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 66.66 percent and
53.33 percent, respectively, said they would let their daughters take up a job, which
involves going on tours frequently in a team. In Goa, too, majority of the parents in
the rural and urban area, 71 percent and 60.8 percent, respectively, endorses the same
view. In the rural area of Chandigarh, 33.33 percent of the total parents, say they
would let their daughters take up job, which requires her to go and stay in a city away
from home. 19 percent won’t mind jobs, which involves night duties. 14.28 percent
have no problems with jobs where majority of the fellow workers are males. 9.57
percent, each, said they would let their daughter work in jobs, which involve going on
tours frequently alone and which involves long hours away from home (e.g. 8 am to
10 pm). In the case of the urban area of Chandigarh, 43.33 percent of the total parents,
say they would let their daughters opt for jobs where majority of the other fellow
workers are males. 20 percent won’t mind job, which requires her to go and stay in a
city other than home. 16.66 percent each won’t mind kind of job, which involves
night duties or which involves long hours away from home (e.g. 8 am to 10 pm).
13.33 percent said they would let their daughter work in jobs which involves going on
tours frequently alone.
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In the case of the rural area of Goa, another 20.58 percent of the total parents say they would
let their daughters take up job, ‘where majority of the fellow workers are males’. Job which
involves ‘night duties’ is acceptable to 18 percent while 14.7 percent, each, say they would let
their daughters take up jobs, which involve ‘long hours away from home (e.g. 8 am to 10
pm)’ and ‘to go and stay in a city other than home’, respectively. only 5.88 percent of the
total parents say they would let their daughters take up jobs, which involve ‘going on tours
frequently alone’.
In the case of the rural area of Goa, 17.39 percent of the parents, say they would allow their
daughters to take up jobs, which involve ‘going on tours frequently alone’. 8.69 percent, each,
say they would let their daughters take up jobs which involve ‘long hours away from home
(e.g. 8 am to 10 pm)’ and ‘to go and stay in a city other than home’, respectively. 4.39 percent
say they won’t mind jobs ‘where majority of the fellow workers are males’. Only 4.34 percent
parents say they would let their daughters take up jobs, which involve, ‘night duties’. Thus,
although the percentage figures with the state and with rural vs urban societies vary, girls
going out on tours working in jobs where maximum colleagues are males or night shifts etc.
are no more a taboo. Comparing all the responses together, people are more comfortable with
daughters going an tour (even frequently) in a team (55.15 percent) rather than going on tour
alone (13.6 percent) more people are comfortable with their night duties (22.47 percent) than
daughter staying in a city a way from home (18.10 percent)

3. (o). Acceptance of Unconventional Places of Work for Daughters
Some unconventional places of work, i.e. hotels, bars, factories, sale counters, door to door
selling, petrol pump and auto garage were listed and parents were asked whether they would
allow their daughters to work at such places. From the first glance of the data (Fig. 59) it can
be seen that sales counters and factories are mostly acceptable to the parents. The detailed
results are discussed below.
Fig. 59: Parent's Attitude on Suitable Places of Work for Daughter
80

73.33
68

70

48

50

Percent

57.14

48

46.47

42.1

24 24 22

0

42

30

7.04
7.04
2.81
1.4

12
8

8

5.26

0

7.89 9.57 9.57
4.76
5.26 4.76
2.63
0

0

21.73

21

20

20
10

33.33

31.57

28

25.35

52.17
47.82

44.11

36.61

40
30

61.76

57.89

60

10
3.33
0

3

5.88 5.88
2.94
0

4.34
0 0

0
Rural (50)

Urban (71)

Chandigarh

Rural (25)

Urban (38)

Rural (21)

Goa

Bars

Rural (34)

Chandigarh

Parents of Girls, Std. X
Hotels

Urban (30)

Goa

Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
Factories

112

Urban (23)

Sales Counter

3. (o). 1. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In Chandigarh, majority of the parents in rural and urban area would let their daughter
at ‘sales counters’ 48 percent and 46.47 percent, respectively.
In the rural area of Chandigarh, 24 percent, each, of the total number of parents would let
their daughters work in hotels and factories. Only 22 percent parents would let their daughters
work for door-to-door sales. Very few percentages of the parents choose petrol pumps and
auto garage—4 percent and 2 percent respectively. None wants their daughters work in the
bars.
In the urban area of Chandigarh, 36.61 percent of the total number of parents would let their
daughter work in factories. 25.35 percent of the total number of parents would let their
daughters work in hotels. Door-to-door sales and petrol pumps constitute for 7.04 percent,
each. Only 2.81 percent of the parents say they would let their daughter work in the bars
while only 1.40 percent opts for auto garage.
Regarding suitability of work for their daughters, majority of the parents in the rural area, in
Goa 68 percent, say they would let their daughters work in factories. Sales counters, hotels
and auto garage and bars and petrol pumps respectively, follow the order with 48 percent, 28
percent, 12 percent and 8 percent each, respectively. None wants their daughters work for
door-to-door sales.
In the urban area of Goa, parental preference is in the following order–letting their daughters
work in factories, sales counters, hotels, door-to-door sales, bars, petrol pumps and auto
garage, respectively. The corresponding percentages are as follows–57.89 percent, 42.10
percent, 31.57 percent, 7.89 percent, 5.26 percent each and 2.63 percent, respectively.

3. (o). 2. Attitude of Parents of Girls Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, regarding suitable places of work for
daughters, majority of the parents, 57.14 percent and 73.33 percent, respectively, say
that they would let their daughters work in sales counters. Working in factories, which
is endorsed by 33.33 percent and 30 percent, respectively, follow the order of
preference. 9.57 percent and 20 percent of parents in the rural and urban area,
respectively, would let their daughter work in hotels. 9.57 percent and 10 percent of
parents in the rural and urban area, respectively, points out door-to-door sales. Very
little number of the parents 4.76 percent and 9 percent, respectively, would allow
working in bars. 4.76 percent and 1.33 percent of parents in the rural and urban area,
respectively, said that they would allow their daughters to work in auto garage.
In the rural and urban area of Goa, majority of the parents, 61.76 percent and 52.17 percent,
respectively, say that they would let their daughters work in factories. 44.11 percent and
47.82 percent parents, respectively, say that they would let their daughters work in ‘sales
counters’, respectively. 21 percent and 21.73 percent parents, respectively, say that they
would let their daughters work in hotels. For the rest of the options, percentage either zero or
very-very low. The top three choices among the unconventional options remain the same
both for urban and rural societies, i.e. letting their daughters work at the sale counters, in
factories and in hotels with percent figures of 50.87, 45.53 and 22.65, respectively. All others
score very low with less than 8 percent. The trend remains that same when the two states are
compared. Thus, most of the parents would not prefer their daughters to work in bars auto
garage, petrol pumps or go selling door-to door.
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III. 3. ATTITUDE OF THE TEACHERS TOWARDS GIRLS AND THEIR
CAREER
As teachers are understood to influence the lives of children the most after the
parents, in this study to understand society’s on various matters related to girls,
teachers attitude/opinion was also considered. The details of the results are presented
below.

(a). Girls’ perception on Teacher’s discrimination between boys and girls
Teachers play an important role in the career of the girls. As Fig. 60 shows, it is found
that majority of the girls in Chandigarh and Goa both in rural and urban areas, feel
that teachers do not display discriminatory attitude between boy and girl students.

Fig. 60: Girls' Perception on Gender Discrimination on part of Teachers
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(d). 1. Perception of Girls of Std. X
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, 84.56 percent and 85.71 percent of the
total number of girls, respectively endorse that there is no gender discrimination on
the part of the teachers.
In the case of Goa, also majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 79.71 percent and
93.75 percent, respectively, feel, that there is no discrimination.

(d). 2.Attitude of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, 94.07 percent and 93.87 percent of the
total number of girls, respectively endorse that there is no gender discrimination on
the part of teachers.
Similarly, in the rural and urban areas of Goa, majority of the girls, 87.95 percent and 75
percent, respectively, do not think that teachers discriminate between boys and girls.
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(c). Quotation of examples that are more suitable for boys while teaching
In Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the girls does not feel that teachers while teaching
quote examples that are more suitable for boys.

(c). 1.Attitude of Girls of Std. X
In the urban area of Chandigarh, 93.75 percent of the total number of girls,
respectively, endorse that teachers do not quote examples more suitable for boys
while teaching. A small percentage of girls, 8.72 percent in the rural area feel that
teachers quote examples that are more suitable for boys.
In the case of Goa, quite a large percentage of respondents, although not in majority, 37.68
percent in the rural area feel that teachers quote examples that are more suitable for boys
while a majority of girls both in rural and urban area do not feel so.

(c). 2. Attitude of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural area of Chandigarh, only 7 percent girls reported that teachers quote
examples more suitable for boys. 95.91 percent of the total number of girls, in urban
area do not feel so.
In the rural and urban area of Goa, majority of the girls, 84.33 percent and 86.25 percent,
respectively, do not feel that while teaching in class, teachers quote examples more suitable
for boys.

(f). Encouragement from Teachers/Principal in the School
As Fig. 61 shows, by and large, majority of the girls in Chandigarh and Goa feel that
they get the same encouragement from their teachers/principal as boys in the school
but quite many girls also feel the opposite.
Fig. 61: Girls' Perception on Receiving as much Encouragement from
Teachers/Principal as Boys
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(f). 1. Perception of Girls of Std. X
In Chandigarh, majority of the girls in the rural and urban areas, 70.47 and 87.5
percent, respectively, feel they get the same encouragement from their
teachers/principal as boys in the school. However, a little percentage of girls, 20.13
percent and 12.5 percent, respectively for the rural and urban areas, do not agree they
get the same encouragement.
In the case of Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural area, 76.81 percent feel they get the
same encouragement from their teachers/principal as boys in the school. However, for the
urban area, the opinion is almost equally divided with 51.56 and 48.43 percent saying ‘yes’
and ‘no’.

(f). 2. Attitude of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In Chandigarh, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 97 and 81.63 percent
respectively, feel they get the same encouragement from their teachers/principal as
boys in the school. A lower percentage of girls, 3 percent and 18.36 percent,
respectively for the rural and urban area, do not agree with this.
In the rural area of Goa, the opinion is almost equally divided, while for urban areas also, a
large percentage, i.e. 43.75 percent do not think that they get same encouragement from
teacher/principal as boys do. This is a serious matter and it seems that the teachers need
gender training on this aspect.

IV. ATTITUDE TOWARDS GIRLS AS A CAREER PERSON
(a). Attitude Towards Future of Girls
As Fig. 62 shows, majority of the parents in Chandigarh and Goa feel that a girl can
be successfully both a career person as well as a homemaker simultaneously.
Fig. 62: Parent's Attitude on What a Girl Can Be-Future of a Girl
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(a). 2. Attitude of Parents of Girls Std. X
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 96 percent and 85.9
percent, feel that a girl can be successfully both a career person as well as a
homemaker simultaneously. Very few parents, 8 percent and 14 percent, respectively,
visualize girls as career persons only. None of the parents in the rural area endorsed
that girls should be only homemakers. But 2.81 percent of parents in the urban area
said that girls can be homemakers.
In Goa, too, a similar trend is observed. Majority of the parents in the rural and urban area,
100 percent and 94.73 percent, respectively, said that girls can be ‘a home maker as well as a
career person simultaneously’. None of the parents in the rural area of Goa would like girls to
be ‘only career person’ or ‘only homemaker’. In the urban area of Goa, 2.62 percent and 2.63
percent of the parents visualized girls as ‘only career person’ or ‘only homemaker’,
respectively.

(a). 4. Attitude of Parents of Girls Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 90.47 percent and
83.33 percent, feel that a girl can be successfully both a career person and a
homemaker simultaneously. Very few parents, 9.52 percent and 16.66 percent,
respectively, visualized girls ‘only as a career person’. None of the parents in the rural
area endorsed that girls should be only homemakers. But 6.66 percent of parents in
the urban area said that girls can be homemakers.
In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 97.05 percent and 95.65
percent, respectively, said that girls can be ‘a home maker as well as a career person
simultaneously’. None of the parents in the rural area of Goa would like girls to be ‘only
career person’. Only 2.94 percent of the parents said that girls can be ‘only homemaker’. In
the urban area of Goa, 4.34 percent of the parents visualized girls ‘only as career persons’.
None of the parents said that girls should be a ‘only homemaker’.
Thus, a clear trend is that society is now visualizing girls as career persons, however, the also
want them to manage house and they feel that girls can do this successfully, i.e. managing
house and career both simulating only.

(b). Perceptions of Girls and Parents about Career Life of Girls
As Fig. 63 shows, largely the parents said that their daughters can be a ‘career person
as well as a home maker’. Most of the girls also feel the same for them selves, hence,
there seem to be no disparity in the vision on girls’ careers..
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Fig. 63: Opportunities & Career in Life
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(a). 1 Attitude of Girls of Std. X
In the case of Chandigarh, 46.30 percent and 41.96 percent of the total number of girls
in the rural and urban area, respectively, endorses that they view themselves both as a
career person and as a home maker, simultaneously. A large percentage visualizes
this by taking part time work. However, 11.4 percent in rural and 15.17 percent in
urban areas also view themselves as full time career persons. Very few respondents,
only 4.02 percent and 8.92 percent in the rural and urban area, respectively, want to
be homemaker only.
In Goa, 68.1 and 81.25 percent girls in the rural and urban areas view themselves both as
career persons and a home maker. Further, in the rural area, this is followed by 20.28 percent
of girls who want to be a career person. 15.9 percent of the total number of girls, want to be a
homemaker and take up a part time work. In the case of the urban area, the first view is
followed by 12.5 percent of the girls who want to be a full time career person. 9.37 percent of
the of girls want to be both a homemaker and a part time worker.
In both the rural and urban areas of the two states, none of the girls want to be a homemaker
only.

(b). 3. Attitude of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 71.85 percent and
65.3 percent, respectively, want to be both a career person as well as a homemaker. In
Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 53.01 percent and 51.25
percent, respectively, endorses the same view.
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In Chandigarh, 28.88 percent and 28.7 percent of the girls in the rural and urban area,
respectively, want to be a homemaker and take a part time work. In both the areas, ‘career
person’ option is liked by 10.37 and 16.32 percent of the girls, respectively.
In Goa, a considerable number of girls 19.27 percent in the rural area wants to be
‘homemaker only’. At the same time, 18.07 percent and 17.5 percent of girls in the rural and
urban areas want to be both a homemaker and a part time worker. Further, 13.25 percent and
5 percent of the total number of girls in the rural and urban area, respectively, visualize
themselves as career persons only.

(c) Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, 60 and 57.74 percent parents see their
girls as career person as well as a homemaker, simultaneously. However, a
considerable number, 34 and 40.8 percent, respectively also visualize them as a career
persons while a small percentage 18 percent and 16 percent respectively also see them
as a home maker only. In the rural area, 30 percent feel that the girls should be
‘homemaker and take up part time work’ while 20 percent feel that they should be
homemaker with some work for earning operated from home. For urban areas, the
corresponding figures are 8 percent (home maker with part time job) and 4 percent
(home maker with work for earning operated from home).
In rural and areas of Goa, 68 and 73.68 percent parents, respectively would
like their girls to be homemakers as well as career person, simultaneously. 36 and
31.57 percent visualize them as career persons primarily while 16 and 20.5 percent as
home makers. 30 and 36 percent respectively want them to be home makers with part
time work. 20 and 32 percent would like them to be home maker with some work
operated from home for earning.

(d). 1. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
In the rural area of Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents 57.14 percent and
76.47 percent, respectively, would like their daughters to be ‘a home maker as well as
a career person simultaneously’. In the two respective areas, 42.85 percent and 26.47
percent of the parents, respectively, would like them to be ‘career persons’. 19 percent
and 5.6 percent of the parents, respectively, prefer them to be ‘a home maker and a
part time job holder’. 14.28 and 16.66 percent of the parents, respectively wants them
to be a home maker. 9.57 percent and 6.6 percent parents respectively want them to be
‘a home maker with some work for earning operated from home’.
In Chandigarh and Goa, a large number of the parents in the urban area, 53.33 percent and
26.08 percent, respectively, would like their daughters to be a career person. Further, in
Chandigarh, 50 percent of the of parents in the urban area wants them to be ‘a home maker as
well as a career person simultaneously’. 20 percent of the total number of parents in the urban
area prefers them to be ‘a home maker with some work for earning operated from home’.
16.66 percent wants them to be a home maker. And 6.66 percent of the total number of
parents wants them to be ‘a home maker and a part time job holder’.
In the urban area of Goa, 21.73 percent of the total number of parents would like their
daughters to be ‘a homemaker and career person simultaneously’. 13.04 percent of the parents
would like their daughters to be ‘a homemaker’. 4.34 percent, each, of the parents would like
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their daughters to be ‘a home maker and a part time job holder’, and ‘a home maker with
some work for earning operated from home’, respectively.

(c). Parents’ Preference for Career Vs marriage for Girls after Education
As Fig. 64 shows, given that opportunity exists, large number of the parents in
Chandigarh and Goa preferred self-employment over wage-employment.
Comparatively, a much smaller percentage of parents say that they would convince
their daughters to go for marriage after senior secondary.

Percent

Fig. 64: Parental Preference for Girls Completing XII Std.
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(c). 1. Preference of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, 68 percent and 80.28 percent, feel that
they would convince girls to go for self employment, while only 42 percent and 45
percent preferred wage-employment. Only 20 percent of parents in the rural area and
22.5 percent of the parents in the urban area, respectively, endorsed that as parents
they would convince their daughter to go for marriage.
In the case of Goa, majority of the parents the rural and urban area, 84 percent and 81.57
percent, respectively, feel that they would convince their daughters to go for self-employment
as against. 52 percent and 44.73 percent of the parents endorsing wage-employment. 36
percent and 44.73 percent of the parents endorsed that they would convince the girl to go for
marriage.

(c). 2. Preference of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 80.95 percent and
66.66 percent, respectively, feel that they would convince girls to go for self
employment or wage-employment, 23.8 and 30 percent, respectively. Only 9.52
percent and 16.66 percent of the parents, respectively, endorsed that as parents they
would try to convince their daughter to go for marriage.
Similarly, in Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 73.52 percent and
56.52 percent, respectively, would like to convince them to go for ‘self employment’ or
‘wage-employment’, 38.23 percent and 30.43 percent, respectively. Only 14.70 percent and

120

21.73 percent of the parents, respectively, endorsed that as parents they would like their
daughters to go for marriage.
Putting together a large majority, about three fourth, visualizes girls into self employment or
wage employment (slightly more than one third). Nevertheless, about a quarter of parents
would feel clnght with their girls entering into marriage after class XII.

(e). Economic Independence
There are no marked differences in the opinions of the respondents in Chandigarh and
Goa regarding economic independence of girls. Majority of the respondents in both
Chandigarh and Goa feels that it is important for every girl to be economically
independent (Fig. 65).
Fig. 65: Importance of Financial Independence for Girls
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(e). 1. Attitude of Girls of Std. X
In case Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 97.98 percent and 97.3 percent, in the rural
and urban area, respectively, endorsed the view that is important for every girl to be
economically independent. In Goa, too, in the rural and urban area, 91.3 percent and
92.96 percent, respectively, endorse this view.

(e). 3. Attitude of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 80 percent and 69
percent, respectively, feels that it is important for every girl to be economically
independent. In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 92.77
percent and 83.75 percent, respectively, endorses the same view.

(e). 2. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. X
Majority of the parents in the rural and urban areas in Chandigarh and Goa, too, agree
with the view of the girls about economic independence. In Chandigarh, 92 percent
and 91.54 percent, respectively, endorses this view in the rural and urban areas. In
Goa, every parent, 100 percent, in the rural area upholds this view. And almost every
parent in the urban area, 94.73 percent, considers it important.
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(e). 4. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 90.47 percent and
100 percent, respectively, said that it is important for every girl to be economically
independent.
Similarly, in the rural and urban area of Goa, too, majority of the parents, 91.17 percent, and
82.60 percent, respectively, says that it is important for every girl to be economically
independent.
Putting together, slightly larger percentage of parents in rural areas (91.96) as against 88.99
percent parents in urban areas would like to see their daughters as economically independent
persons. There was not much difference between the two places, nearly 90 percent parents in
Chandigarh and 91 percent parents in Goa desired financial independence for their daughters.
On the whole more than 90 percent parents wish to see their daughters economically
independent.

(f). View on Marriage
Regarding marriage, a majority of the respondents believe that it is important for girls
to be married there are also some respondents, although in minority, who do not think
so (Fig. 66).
Fig. 66: Importance of Marriage for Girls
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(f). 1. Attitude of Girls of Std. X
In the rural area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 71.42 percent of the girls, feel that it is
important for every girl to be married. Majority of the urban-girls, 90 percent also feel so.
In the case of Goa, also majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 70.5 percent and
65.21 percent, respectively, feel that it is important for every girl to be married.

(f). 2. Attitude of Parents of Std. X
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 80 percent and 85.9
percent, respectively, feel that it is important for every girl to be married. At the same
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Goa

time, majority of the parents, (data presented subsequently) do not feel that girls
should leave their career for marriage.
In the rural area of Goa, 76 percent of the total number of parents feels that it is important for
every girl to be married. But 50 percent of parents in the urban area do not feels so. At the
same time, in Goa also a large percentage of parents do not feel that girls should leave their
career for marriage.

(f). 3. Attitude of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 80 percent and 75
percent, respectively, feel that it is important for every girl to be married. In Goa, too,
majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 77 percent and 80 percent,
respectively, endorse the same view.
(f). 4. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
For a majority of parents marriage is important for girls. 71.42 present parents in rural
area of Chandigarh and 90 present in the urban area feel so, while the corresponding
figures for Goa are 70.5 and 65.21 percent putting together all the responses, while for
a majority of parents, it is important for a girl to be married, a majority of girls also
think so. Nevertheless, a significant, but in minority, percentage has also emerged
who do not consider that it is important for every girl to be married. In this category
are 25.55 rural girls and 23.80 rural parents, 22.45 percent urban girls and 27.2
percent urban parents. Looking at the two states, 19.7 percent girls and 16.45 percent
parents in Chandigarh and 28.3 percent girls and 34.5 percent parents in Goa do not
think that it is important for any girl to be married. On the whole, about a quarter of
persons (both girls and parents) are of the opinion that marriage is not important for
girls. (Fig. 67)

(g). Marriage, education and career
Fig. 67: Leaving Studies for Marriage
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In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa, we find a similarity in the
attitudes of the girls regarding marriage, education and career. Majority of the girls
say that they would never leave their studies or career to get married. At the same
time, In Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area say
they would give preference to their daughter’s education and career than their
marriage.
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the girls (Std. XI-XII)
endorsed that they would never leave their studies or career to get married.
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents (Std. XI-XII) do
not feel that girls should leave either their studies or career for marriage.
Fig. 68: Leaving Career for Marriage
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(g). Girls were asked whether they would like to leave their studies or career for
getting married, a large majority of girls said ‘no’. The same question was asked from
the parents as to whether they would like their daughter leaving her studies or career
for marriage and the answer from a large majority was also ‘no’(fig. 68,69).

(g) 1. Attitude of Girls of Std. X
In Chandigarh, almost every girl in the rural area, 98.65 percent and 98.21 percent of
the respondents in the urban area, endorsed that they do not want to leave their studies
to get married. Almost every girl in the rural and urban area, 95.3 percent and 97.3
percent, respectively, say that they would never leave their career to get married.
In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural area, 89.5 percent, each, endorsed that they
would not like to leave their studies or career, to get married. Also, 93.75 percent, each, of the
total number of respondents in the urban area endorsed that they would not leave their studies
or career for marriage.

(g). 2. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 88 percent and 91.54 percent of the parents,
respectively, say that they would give preference to their daughter’s education. At the
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same time, 82 percent and 88.73 percent, respectively, say they would give preference
to their daughter’s career over marriage.
In the rural and urban area of Goa, 96 percent and 92.1 percent, parents respectively, say they
would give preference to their daughter’s education. 96 percent and 94.73 percent parents in
the rural and urban areas, respectively said they would prefer her career over marriage.

(g). 3. Attitude of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 72.59 percent and
81.63 percent, respectively, endorsed that they would not like to leave their studies to
get married. In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 81.92
percent and 81.25 percent, respectively, endorse the same view.
At the same time, in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 89.62
percent and 89.7 percent, respectively, are not prepared to leave their career for marriage. In
Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 81.92 percent and 82.5 percent,
respectively, endorse the same view.
Fig. 69: Parental Preference for Daughter's Education than (her) Marriage
120
100

97.1

100

97.36

100

93.33

86

79.41

73.91

80

Percent

60
40
20

26.08

20.58

14
2.81

2.63

0

6.66

0

0
Rural (50)

Urban (71)

Rural (25)

Chandigarh

Urban (38)

Rural (21)

Goa

Urban (30)

Chandigarh

Parents of Girls, Std. X

Rural (34)

Urban (23)

Goa

Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
Yes

No

(g). 4. Attitude of Parents of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 95.23 percent and 83.33
percent, respectively, do not feel that girls should leave their studies for marriage. In the rural
and urban area of Goa, too, majority of the parents, 85.29 percent and 86.95 percent,
respectively endorses the same view.
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 95.23 percent and 90
percent, respectively, endorses that they should not leave their career for marriage. In Goa,
too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 85.29 percent and 95.65 percent,
respectively, endorses the same view.

(h). Attitude of Parents on daughter’s Education over marriage (Std. XI-XII)
As fig. 69 and fig. 70 show, a majority of parents (about 91%) say that they would
prefer their daughter’s education and career over marriage. There is no difference
regarding this between rural and urban communities or between the two states
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selected except for preference for education over marriage where 94.1 percent parents
in Chandigarh gave this preference against 87.67 percent parents in Goa.
Fig. 70: Parental Preference for Daughter's Career than (her) Marriage
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It is relevant to mention here that Goa and Chandigarh are among the advanced places
in India. The National Family Health Survey (1999) shows that the average literacy
rate of females in Goa was 75% as against 51% of national average and there was not
much disparity found among boys and girls regarding school attendance. Average age
for girls for marriage in Goa is reported to be much older i.e. 25. Only 6% of woman
in the age group of 15-19 were reported to be married an against national average of
40% (fact sheet, Goa, 1999). The national census, 2001 reports average age of
marriage for women in Goa and Chandigarh to be 22 and 20, respectively. Hence, the
results in the present study that parents are giving good preference to girls’ education
and career over marriage is in concurrence with the prevailing scenario.

(i). Teachers’/parents’/society’s attitude regarding achievement of girls
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the girls do not think
that their teachers/parents/society are hindrances in what they want to achieve.
However, some girls, although in minority in number feel that there are obstacles in
their away of achievement. (Fig. 71)
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Fig. 71: Girl's Attitude on Teachers/Parents as Hindrances to their Aspiration for
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(i). 1. Perception of Girls of Std. X
In Chandigarh, 65.77 percent and 87.5 percent of the girls in the rural and urban areas,
respectively, uphold the view that parents teachers or society are supportive of their
aspirations in life. In the case of Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban
area, 63.76 percent and 90.62 percent, respectively, endorses this view.

(i). 2. Attitude of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 80 percent and 87.75
percent, respectively, do not think that their teachers/parents/society are hindrances in
what they want to achieve. In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban
area, 85.54 percent and 60 percent, respectively, endorses the same view.
An analysis of the data seen in fig 81 shows that a significant percent of girls, 38.92
percent in rural area of Chandigarh (Class X) and 26.24% in rural area of Goa (Class
X) and 40% in the urban area in Goa (Class XII) feel that there are hindrances to what
they want to achieve from the side of either parents, society or teachers. On the whole,
21.34 percent girls have a feeling that they face hinderances from the society or
parents with regard to their aspirations in life.

(j). Perception of girls regarding discrimination in relation to facilities,
freedom of choice, playtime, encouragement, work at home, money spent &
decision making
Girls were asked whether they feel any discrimination in relation to facilities, freedom
of choice, playtime, encouragement, work at home, money spent, decision making
etc. The data is presented in fig 72, which shows quite a variation and is discussed
below.
Fig. 72: Girl's Attitude on Discrimination related to facilities, recreation, work etc.
for being Girl
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(j). 1. Perception of Girls of Std, X
In Chandigarh, majority of the girls in the rural area, 54.36 percent, endorses that they feel
discriminated while in urban area 65.17% girls do not feel so.
In the rural area of Goa, 52.17 percent of the total number of respondents, observed that as
girls they feel discrimination in relation to facilities, freedom of choice, playtime,
encouragement, work at home, money spent, decision making, etc. The remaining 46.37
percent of the total number of girls say that they do not feel discriminated. As opposite to
their rural counterparts, majority of the girls in the urban area, 56.25 percent of the total
number of girls, observed that as girls they do not feel discrimination. The remaining 43.75
percent say that they do observe discrimination with respect to these aspect.

(j). 2. Perception of Girls of Std, XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the girls, 59.29 percent and
73.46 percent, respectively, observed that as girls they do not feel discrimination in
relation to facilities, freedom of choice, playtime, encouragement, work at home,
money spent, decision making etc. In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural area,
54.2 percent endorse the same view while in case of urban area only 40% girls feel so.
But in Chandigarh, quite a large number of girls, 42.96 percent and 26.53 percent in
the rural and urban area, respectively, observed discrimination. In Goa, too, a large
percentage of girls in the two respective areas, 45.8 percent and 40 percent,
respectively, observed discrimination.
Further analysis of the data reveals that in the rural and urban areas of Goa, 22.9 percent,
each, and 36.25 percent, each of the total number of girls said that they faced discrimination
in ‘freedom of choice’ and ‘playtime’, respectively. In the rural area of Chandigarh, 19.3
percent of the total number of girls said that they faced discrimination in relation to
‘encouragement’. 14.5 percent of girls said that they faced discrimination in relation to ‘work
at home’. 10.08 percent of the total number of girls said that they faced discrimination in
relation to ‘responsibilities at home’. 8.4 percent of the total number of girls said that they
faced discrimination in relation to ‘decision making’. 6.02 percent of girls said that they faced
discrimination in relation to ‘facilities’. 3.61 percent girls felt discrimination in relation to
‘money spent’.
In the rural and urban area of Goa, 32.5 percent of the girls said that they faced discrimination
in relation to ‘responsibilities at home’. 27.5 percent felt discriminated in relation to
‘encouragement’. 22.5 percent in relation to ‘decision making’, 18.75 percent in relation to
‘money spent’, 17.5 percent in relation to ‘work at home’ and 6.25 percent with respect to
facilities. Comparing rural Vs urban, 48.8 percent rural girls felt discriminated as against
40.61% urban girls with respect to issues such as freedom of choice, playtime,
encouragement, work/responsibilities at home, money spent etc. On comparing the two states,
more girls (50.43%) felt discriminated in Goa as compared to 38.99 percent in Chandigarh.
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(k).Opinion on Equal opportunities for education for boys & girls (Fig.73)
Fig. 73: Opinion on Equal Opportunities for Boys & Girls in Education
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The girls and parents were asked whether boys and girls should be given equal
opportunities for education in their opinion.
Almost every respondent, in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa, think
that boys and girls should be given equal opportunities for education. In the rural and
urban area of Chandigarh and Goa, too, majority of the girls and parent think the
same. (Fig. 74)
Fig. 74: Girl's Opinion on Parents if they Endorse Equal Opportunities for Boys
& Girls in Education
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(k). 1. Opinion of Girls of Std. X
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 95.23 percent and 100 percent, respectively,
endorses the view that boys and girls should be given equal opportunity for education. In Goa,
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too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 86.95 and 92.98 percent, respectively,
think the same.

(k). 2. Opinion of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, as well as in Goa majority of the girls, 100 percent,
87.75 percent, 96.38 percent and 90 percent, respectively, endorses the same view. When
asked whether their percent also think that equal opportunities should be there both for boys
and girls, on an average 8.2% of girls replied in negative.

(k). 3. Opinion of Parents
In both the states and in both the areas, rural and urban, almost all parents are of the view that
boys and girls should be given equal opportunities for education. Thus on this issue there is
hardly any difference of opinion between daughters and their parents. But comparing data
from figure 83 (from parents) and fig 84 (from girls), some differences emerge. While
interviewing parents of girls of Class X in rural Goa, cent percent parents affirmed that there
should be equal opportunities while about 13% girls don’t think that parents hold this view.
Similar result is also there for urban area of Chandigarh for girls of Class XI-XII.

(l). Availability of Educational & professional opportunities for boys and girls
Most of the girls in the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh and Goa do not feel that
there are better educational facilities or professional opportunities for boys than girls.
In Chandigarh and Goa, parents in the rural and urban area also hold similar notions.
Majority of the parents in the rural and urban area of the two states does not think that
there are better educational and professional opportunities for boys than girls. Also, In
Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents feel that boys and girls should be given
equals opportunities for education. (Fig. 75)
Fig. 75: Better Educational Opportunities for Boys than Girls
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A detailed perusal of the figure above comparing rural and urban societies shows that 33.12
percent girls in the rural areas believe that there are better educational opportunities for boys
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than girls while in urban areas, 31.08 percent girls believe so. Comparing the states, 28.57
percent and 35.63 percent girls in Chandigarh and Goa, respectively think that there are better
educational opportunities for boys than girls. In comparison, only 17.69 percent and 24.33
percent parents in rural and urban areas share this view. On the whole, nearly one third of the
girls believe that there are better educational opportunities for boys than for girls, however
relatively lesser percentage, about 1/5th of parents is of this view.

Professional opportunities for boys and girls
Fig. 76: Better Professional Opportunities for Boys than Girls
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(l). 1. Opinion of Girls of Std. X
In Chandigarh, majority of girls, 55.03 and 77.67 percent respectively did not feel that there
are better educational facilities for boys than girls. Majority of girls, 60.40 percent and 83.0
percent of the girls in the rural and urban areas do not agree there are better professional
opportunities for boys than girls.
In Goa, too, majority of the girls 62.31 percent and 75 percent in the rural and urban area,
respectively, did not feel that there are better educational facilities for boys than girls. On
similar trend, 57.97 percent and 70.31 percent of the total number of respondents in the rural
and urban area, respectively, do not agree there are better professional opportunities for boys
than girls. (Fig. 76)

(l). 2. Opinion of Parents of Std. X
In Chandigarh, 70 percent and 60.5 percent parents, respectively, do not think that there are
better educational opportunities for boys than girls. At the same time, 60 percent and 67.60
percent, of the parents, respectively, do not think that there are better professional
opportunities for boys than girls.
In Goa, 48 percent and 73.68 percent of the total number of parents in the rural and urban
areas, respectively, do not think that there are better educational opportunities for boys than
girls and 76 percent and 68.42 percent of the parents in the rural and urban area, respectively,
do not think that there are better professional opportunities for boys than girls.
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In Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents feel that boys and girls should be given equals
opportunities for education. In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 96 percent and 92.9
percent, respectively, endorses this view. Also, every parent in the rural and urban area in
Goa, 100 percent of the total number of parents, holds the same view. Thus, educational and
professional opportunities available to girls seem to be meeting the aspirations of parents for
their girls largely, but not fully.

(l). 3. Opinion of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the girls 92.59 percent and
85.71 percent, respectively, do not feel that there are better educational facilities for
boys than girls. In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 55.42
percent and 62.5 percent, respectively, endorses the same view. This percentage,
although shows majority, is much less than that in Chandigarh.
Moreover in Chandigarh, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 87.40 percent and
85.71 percent, respectively, do not agree there are better professional opportunities for boys
than girls. In Goa, too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 53.01 percent and
71.25 percent, respectively, endorses the same view. Thus, it is evident that level of
satisfaction among girls with educational and professional opportunities is better in
Chandigarh than in Goa.

(l). 4. Opinion of Parents of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 85.71 percent and
66.66 percent, respectively, does not think that there are better educational
opportunities for boys than girls. Similarly, in Goa, too, majority of the parents in the
rural and urban area, 88.23 percent and 86.95 percent, respectively, endorses the same
view. Yet, nearly one fifth of the parents in the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh,
do not think so. In Goa, a smaller percentage of parents thinks that the equation is
tilted towards the boys
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 90.47 percent and 76.66
percent, respectively, does not think that there are better professional opportunities for boys
than girls. In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 94.11 percent and
60.86 percent, respectively, endorses the same view. But 14.28 percent and 23.33 percent of
the parents in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, respectively, thinks that the
opportunities are better for boys. Similarly, 5.88 percent and 39.13 percent of the parents in
the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, respectively, thinks that the opportunities are better
for boys.
Comparing responses from rural Vs urban society regarding professional opportunities, 34.93
percent girls in rural and 19.33 percent in urban areas felt that there were better professional
opportunities for boys than girls. Thus the level of satisfaction with respect to professional
options was somewhat better in urban areas than rural. However, in case of parents it was
reverse, more percent of parents (30.92) in urban areas as compare to 20.53 percent in rural
areas shared this view. This is probably because parents in urban areas have higher aspirations
for girls than those in rural areas. Comparing the two states more girls in Chandigarh (18.4
percent) seemed not to be satisfied with professional opportunities available for girls as
against 35.87 percent in Goa. This difference was much less in case of parents with
corresponding figures of 26.97 and 24.48 respectively, for Chandigarh and Goa. On the
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whole, 27.13 percent girls and 25.73 percent parents felt that there were better professional
opportunities for boys than for girls. Thus there is hardly a difference of opinion between girls
and their parents showing similarity of professional aspiration of the two.

(m). Equal duties/responsibilities for boys and girls
Girls and parents were asked whether boys and girls can be given equal duties
/responsibilities. The girls were also asked whether they feel that their parents believe in
giving equal duties/responsibilities to both boys and girls. The results are presented in fig. 87
and 88, respectively. Girls and parents were also asked whether in their opinion, both boys
and girls can perform the tasks equally well, if given opportunity. The results are presented in
fig. 77.
Fig. 77: If Boys & Girls can be Given Equal Duties/Responsibilities
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Fig. 78: Girls' Opinion on Parents if they think Boys & Girls can be Given Equal
Duties/Responsibilities
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Fig.79: Performance of Tasks equally well by Boys & Girls if Given Opportunity
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Regarding equal duties/responsibilities, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area of
Chandigarh and Goa think that boys and girls can be given equal duties/responsibilities.
Moreover, majority of the girls of the two states feel that if given opportunity both boys and
girls can perform all the tasks equally well. At the same time, majority of the parents in the
rural and urban area of the two states also feel the same. Majority of the girls also endorse that
their parents believe in giving equal duties and responsibilities to both boys and girls and also
believe that if given opportunity girls can perform any task as well as boys and vice versa.

(m). 1. Response of Girls of Std. X
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the respondents, 97.3 percent and 92.85
percent respectively, think that boys and girls can be given equal duties/responsibilities.
Further, majority of the girls, 91.27 percent and 93.87 percent in the rural and urban areas,
respectively, feel that if given opportunity both boys and girls can perform all the tasks
equally well. In the case of Goa, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 95.65
percent and 92.96 percent, respectively, think that boys and girls can be given equal
duties/responsibilities and, 92.75 percent and 87.5 percent of the total number of girls in the
rural and urban areas feel that if given opportunity both boys and girls can perform all the
tasks equally well.

(m). 2. Response of Parents of Girls, Std. X
Majority of the parents in the rural and urban areas of the two states feel that feel that
boys and girls can be given equal duties and responsibilities. In the rural and urban
areas of Chandigarh, 96 percent and 97.1 percent, respectively, of the total number of
parents endorses this view. In Goa, 100 percent in the rural area and 89.47 percent in
the urban area feel the same. A comparison with what girls feel about their parents
opinion from fig. 78 and fig. 79 indicates some thought provoking picture. For
example, while 96 percent parents said that they think equal duties/responsibilities can
be given to both boys and girls, only 85.23 percent girls endorse that their parents
think so. It indicates difference between the thinking and practice of the parents.
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In Chandigarh and Goa majority of the parents in the rural and urban area feel that if given
opportunity boys and girls can perform the entire task equally well. In Chandigarh, 94 percent
and 87.3 percent of the parents in the rural and urban area, respectively, endorses this view. In
Goa, 100 percent of the total number of parents in the rural area and 94.73 percent in the
urban area feel that if given opportunity boys and girls can perform the entire task equally
well.

(m). 3. Response of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, regarding ‘equal duties/responsibilities’,
majority of the girls, 98.51 percent and 87.75 percent, respectively, think that boys
and girls can be given equal duties/responsibilities. In Goa, too, majority of the girls
in the rural and urban area, 84.33 percent and 90 percent, respectively, endorses the
same view.
In Chandigarh, in the rural and urban area, 98.51 percent and 93.87 percent, respectively, feel
that if given opportunity both boys and girls can perform all the tasks equally well. In Goa,
too, majority of the girls in the rural and urban area, 85.54 percent and 92.5 percent,
respectively, endorses the same view.

(m). 4. Response of Parents of Std. XI-XII
In Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 95.23 percent in the rural area and 90 percent
in urban area, respectively, feels that feel that boys and girls can be given equal duties
and responsibilities. Similarly, in the rural and urban area of Goa, too, majority of the
parents, 79.41 percent and 91.30 percent, respectively, endorses this view.
Further, in Chandigarh, every parent, in the rural area and 93.33 percent in the urban area,
respectively, feel that if given opportunity boys and girls can perform any task equally well.
In Goa, too, majority of the parents the rural and urban area of, 79.41 percent and 86.95
percent, respectively, endorses the same view.
Making comparison of opinion of girls and parents, it is seen that there is not much difference
between the two. While 6 percent of rural girls think that girls and boys cannot be given equal
duties/responsibilities about 7% parents endorse it. About 8% rural girls feel that if given
opportunity, both girls and boys cannot perform a task equally well while about 7% parents
feel so. The corresponding figures for urban girls are 8.9 and 8 percent regarding duties.
About performance of a task slightly more parents (10%) than girls (7.2%) feel that even if
given opportunity, both boys and girls cannot perform a task equally well and there will be
gender difference. There is a striking similarly in state wise responses of girls and parents on
question related to duties. In Chandigarh, 5.89% girls and 5.38 percent parents and in Goa 9
percent girls and about 10 percent parents feel that girls and boys cannot be given equal
duties/responsibilities. A relatively larger percentage in Goa (10.42 % girls and 10.38 %
parents) as against 4.75% girls and 6.33 % parents in Chandigarh believe that there are gender
differences in task performance.

(o). Vocational choice: Type of students who opt for vocational education
There is a general image of vocational education that only less intelligent students,
who do not get admission in other courses opt for it. The students and parents were
asked about it. A majority of the girls in the rural and urban areas of Chandigarh and
Goa do not agree that only less intelligent students opt for vocational education. They
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are of the view that all types of students opt for vocational education. In Chandigarh
and Goa, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, too, do not agree that
only less intelligent students go for vocational education. (Fig. 80)
Fig. 80: If Only Less Intelligent Students Opt for Vocational Education
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(o). 1. Opinion of Girls of Std. X
In the case of Chandigarh, only 14.76 percent and 10.71 percent of girls in the rural
and urban area respectively, think that only less intelligent students opt for vocational
education. Majority of the girls, 85.23 percent and 89.28 percent in the rural and
urban area, respectively do not agree with this view but say that all types of students
opt for it. In the case of Goa, too, very few girls, only 27.53 percent and 21.73 percent
respondents in the rural and urban area, respectively, think that only less intelligent
students opt for vocational education. Majority of the girls in the rural and urban area
do not agree with this view.

(o). 2. Opinion of Parents of Girls, Std. X
In Chandigarh, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 70 percent and
74.64 percent, do not agree that only less intelligent students go for vocational
education. In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the urban area, (73.68 percent) holds
this view. However, in the rural of Goa the opinion is closely divided, where 48
percent are of the view that less intelligent students opt for vocational education while
52% do not agree to this.

(o). 3. Opinion of Girls of Std. XI-XII
Regarding the option of vocational education, very few girls in the rural and urban
area of Chandigarh and Goa think that only less intelligent students opt for vocational
education while a majority of the girls do not agree with this view.
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, only 7.40 percent and 4.08 percent, girls
respectively, think that only less intelligent students opt for vocational education. Majority of
the girls, 92.59 percent and 95.91 percent in the rural and urban area, respectively, do not
share this view.
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In the rural and urban area of Goa, only 14.45 percent and 13.73 percent of the total number
of girls, respectively, think that only less intelligent girls opt for vocational education.
Majority of the girls, 85.54 percent and 86.25 percent in the rural and urban area,
respectively, do not agree with this.

(o). 4. Opinion of Parents of Girls Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents do not
agree that only less intelligent students go for vocational education.
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 61.90 percent and 76.66
percent, respectively, do not think that only less intelligent students go for the course.. In the
rural and urban area of Goa, too, majority of the parents 79.41 percent and 78.26 percent,
respectively, endorses the same view.
Putting together the image of vocational education is not as low as it is commonly perceived.
Most of the people do not believe that only less intelligent students opt for vocational
education but maintain a stand that all kinds of students opt for it, as could be the case with
any other stream. In comparison, less people in urban areas (12.56% girls and 24.18%
parents) believe that vocational education is for low intelligence individuals as against 16%
girls and 33.67 % parents in rural areas. Putting together all the responses, only 14.28 girls
against 28.9% parents think that vocational education is for students with low intelligence.
Between the two states studied, less girls in Chandigarh (9.24%) than in Goa (19.36%)
believe so. With respect to parents, the figure is rather close (28.7% in Chandigarh and
29.16% in Goa). Overall only about one fifth of the respondents (21.6%) think that vocational
education is opted by students who are less intelligent.

(p ). Perception of girls on general reaction by parents, friends, & society when one
opts for vocational course
The next two figures present the data on girls’ perception on how their choice of
vocational education will be liked by their parents, friends and society.
Perception on Attitude of Parents
Fig. 81: Girls' Perception on Attitude of Parents on Daughters Opting
Vocational Education
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In Chandigarh, as compared to 59.7 percent of girls in the rural area, 36.60 percent of
girls in the urban area agree that if they opt for vocational education, their parents will
feel very good. Also, 51.0 percent of the respondents in the rural area agree that their
friends will feel very good, 37.5 percent in the urban area agree that their friends will
feel very good. 24.8 percent and 14.2 percent of girls in the rural and urban area,
respectively, agree that the society will feel very good. (Fig.81)
In Goa, 24.63 percent and 17.18 percent of girls in the rural and urban area, respectively, feel
that if they opt for vocational education, their parents will feel be very good. 21.73 percent of
girls in the rural area and 21.09 percent in the urban area, respectively, agree that their friends
will feel very good. 23.18 percent and 11.71 percent of girls in the rural and urban area,
respectively, agree that the society will feel very good.
In Chandigarh and Goa, regarding the parents’ attitude towards the merits of vocational
education, we find different trends. However, within the rural and urban area of the two
states, similar trends run among the parents. In Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 26
percent and 59.29 percent in the rural and urban area, respectively, say that vocational
education is very good. Only 4 percent and 29.57 percent, respectively, say that they are
good. At the same time, 3.2 percent and 9.85 percent of the parents in the rural and urban
area, respectively, say that they are indifferent.
In the rural and urban area of Goa, only 24 percent and 26.31 percent, respectively, say that
vocational education is very good. Majority of the parents in the two areas, 60 percent and
68.42 percent, respectively, say that they are good. The remaining 16 percent and 5.26 percent
of the total number of parents in the two areas says that they are negative.

Perception on Attitude of Friends

Fig. 82: Girls' Perception on Attitude of Friends on Opting Vocational Education
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Perception on Attitude of Society
Fig. 83: Girls' Perception on Attitude of Society on Opting Vocational Education
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V. ATTITUDE TOWARDS CO-EDUCATIONAL SCHOOL
Fig. 84: Acceptane of Co-educational School
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In Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the girls and parents in the rural and urban area do not
feel any problem if the school is a co-educational school. However, when it comes to the
question of preference of girls’ only schools, the urban girls in the two states differ from their
rural counterparts.
In the rural and urban area of Goa, majority of the girls (Std. XI-XII) do not feel any problem
because the school is a co-education school. However, majority of the girls expressed that
they would have preferred if the school were only for girls.
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Majority of the parents (Std. XI-XII) in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh and Goa does
not feel any problem because their daughter is in a co-educational school. Over and above
majority of the parents (Std. XI-XII) in the two areas say they would not have preferred if the
daughter’s school were only for girls.

(a). 1. Opinion of Girls of Std. X
Majority of the girls in the two areas expressed that they do not feel any problem because the
school is a co-education school. In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 83.9 percent and
85.71 percent of the respondents, respectively, expressed this view. But 16.10 percent and
7.14 percent of the girls respectively, feel there is problem. In Goa, too, 63.76 percent and
91.4 percent of the total number of respondents in the rural and urban area does not feel any
problem because the school is a co-education school. But 34.78 percent and 8.59 percent of
the girls feel there is problem.
However, when it comes to the question of preference of ‘girls’ only ‘schools, in Chandigarh
only 28.57 percent girls in the rural area, expressed that they would have preferred if the
school were only for girls. But 76.66 percent of the girls in the urban area expressed that they
would not have preferred if the school were only for girls. In the case of Goa, majority of the
girls, 91.17 percent in rural area expressed that they would not have preferred if the school
were only for girls, for urban girls, the figure in 78.26 percent

(a). 2. Opinion of Parents of Std. X
In Chandigarh and Goa, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area do not feel
any problem because their daughter is in a co-educational school. In the rural and
urban area of Chandigarh, 72 percent and 85.91 percent of the total number of
parents, respectively, endorse this view. Only 28 and 14.1 percent say there is
problem. In the case of Goa, 72 percent and 86.84 percent of the parents in the rural
and urban area do not feel any problem because their daughter is in a co-educational
school.
In Chandigarh, regarding preference for ‘girls only’ school, there is a difference in the trend
in the two areas. In the case of Chandigarh in the rural area the answer is equally divided i.e.
50 percent, each. But in the case of the urban area, majority of the parents are against the
preference of girls only school (71.83 percent)
In Goa, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 64 percent and 65.78 percent,
respectively, would not have preferred if her school were a ‘girls only’ school. But the
remaining 36 percent and 28.94 percent say otherwise.

(a). 3. Opinion of Girls of Std. XI-XII
In rural and urban areas of Chandigarh, a majority of girls 96 and 97.95%
respectively, do not feel any problem that their school is both for boys and girls.
Further, 88 percent girls in rural area and 95.91% in urban area would not have liked
if the school was only for girls.
In the rural and urban area of Goa, majority of the girls, 85.54 percent and 91.25
percent, respectively, do not feel any problem because the school is a co-education
school. But the remaining 14.5 percent and 6.25 percent of girls in the two areas,
respectively, feel there is problem.
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In the rural and urban area of Goa, majority of the girls, 75.90 percent and 83.75 percent,
respectively, expressed that they would not have preferred if the school were only for girls.

(a). 4. Attitude of Parents of Girls, Std. XI-XII
In the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, majority of the parents, 85.71 percent and
86.66 percent, respectively, does not feel any problem because their daughter is in a
co-educational school. In Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban
areas, 85.29 percent and 95.65 percent, respectively, endorses the same view. But in
the Chandigarh, the remaining 14.29 percent and 13.33 percent of the parents in the
rural and urban area, respectively, say there is problem. And, the remaining 14.70
percent and 4.34 percent of the parents in the rural and urban area of Goa do not like
it.
Majority of the parents in the rural and urban area of Chandigarh, 76.19 percent and 76.66
percent, say they would not have preferred if the daughter’s school were only for girls. In
Goa, too, majority of the parents in the rural and urban area, 91.17 percent and 78.26 percent,
respectively, endorses the same view. (Fig. 85)
Fig. 85: Preference for 'Girls' only Schools
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Comparing rural vs. urban society, slightly more girls and parents in rural area (17.21 and
20.27 respectively) do not like that the school is co-educational and 18.35% girls and 30.85 of
parents would have liked school only for girls. The urban area figure are percent girls not
liking: co-educational schools (6%), preferring ‘girls only’ schools (15.4%) while the
corresponding figures for parents are 10.56 and 25.53, respectively. Comparing the two states,
slightly more percentage of girls in Goa (15.89%) than Chandigarh (7.32%) and slightly more
parents in Chandigarh (17.45%) than those in Goa (13.39%) do not like co-educational
schools. About 17% of girls in both the states would prefer girls’ schools while nearly 1/3rd of
parents (32.52%) in Chandigarh would prefer single sex schools (for girls) as compared to
23.87% parents in Goa. On the whole while a majority in both the states does not have
problem with co-educational schools and would not prefer schools only for girls, about 13.5%
respondents do not like co-education and 22.5% would give preference to girls’ schools.
141

Summary and Conclusion
 As regards the purpose of education for girls, the three topmost choices of the







parents are – to make them economically independent, to increase their
choices of employment and/or to increase their knowledge and skills. These
choices supersede the choices e.g. to make them a better homemaker, to make
them better mother and/or to increase their prospects of marriage with a great
margin.
On the whole while a majority in both the states does not have problem with
co-educational schools and would not prefer schools only for girls, about
13.5% respondents do not like co-education and 22.5% would give preference
to girls’ schools.
As regards the choice of streams, the subject choices of girls by and large
match with their parental choices, wherein, the top three choices are
Vocational Course, Science and Commerce while the last three choices are
Arts, Home Science and Agriculture.
Seen together from responses of all the girls, the merits of vocational courses
in the following order are- interesting, they have potential of make one
financially independent and are employment oriented.



Putting together all the responses, the top four reasons for selecting the
vocational stream come out to be that it is employment oriented, helps one to
become financially independents is easy to study and one can earn while
studying. Schools forcing or teachers insisting the girls to take vocational
education does not appear to be a significant factor in these two states.



Comparing rural vs urban girls on the whole, girls from rural areas were
slightly more aware than the urban areas with 64.05 percent as against 60.0
percent, about the prospects after completing vocational courses.



Looking together responses from all the girls, desire for pursuing higher
studies was the highest, followed by self employment and then wage
employment. In case of employment choices, there was no difference between
the two states or between the rural urban societies in the order of preference.



It is seen that irrespective of the rural or urban area, in both the states parents
see opportunities for self employment after completion of a vocational course.



A majority of parents in both the states, both from the rural and urban areas,
are of the view that the vocational courses are meeting the expectation level.
On the whole slightly more than 80 percent rural and about 85 percent urban
parents in both places said vocational education was meeting the expectations
of parents and society. Slightly more parents in Chandigarh (about 86 percent)
were satisfied as compared to Goa (about 80 percent).



Schools do not seem to be having counselors to perform the role of guidance
and counseling as it was hardly quoted by the students in their response.
Teachers/principal and at some places seniors seemed to be playing the role.
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Majority of students as well as parents of both rural and urban areas in both
the states want that vertical mobility should be available to vocational
students.



A majority of the girls want that higher education should be available in the
vocation itself, followed by those who said that vertical mobility should be
available in general stream. A few were also of the opinion that chances
should be available in both.



Putting together all the responses regarding choice of vocational courses
available, 36.50 and 47.16 percent respondents in Chandigarh and Goa,
respectively wanted that some other vocational courses should also have been
available while others seemed to be satisfied with choices available. Seen on
rural urban basis, 44.11 and 39.56 percent respondents in the rural and urban
areas, respectively, wished to have other choices available. However, majority
of the girls are satisfied with their vocational choice and the course that they
are studying.



As regards the level of satisfaction, students in Chandigarh were satisfied to a
greater extent than in Goa, with 68.1 percent girls being either highly or fairly
satisfied with their vocational course, the corresponding figure for Goa being
57.68 percent. In comparison to rural girls, urban girls were satisfied to a
greater extent, 68.33 percent as against 57.55 percent being either highly or
fairly satisfied. The knowledge and practical training received during the
course and its job prospects are the top reasons giving satisfaction to the
students in case of both the areas.



Majority of the parents in Chandigarh and Goa, both in rural and urban areas,
think that the students develop the required level of understanding, knowledge
and skills on completion of the vocational course. Those parents, who were of
the opinion (although very less in percentage) that the vocational course was
not able to develop the desired level of competency, attributed reasons e.g.
lack of proper teacher training, inadequacy of instructional material/equipment
as the top two reasons.



A difference of opinion, between the girls and the parents as to whether gender
discrimination exists in the society with respect to support for meeting the
career aspirations of girls, is evident from the data. While more girls feel that
it exists, lesser percentage of parents shares this opinion.



On the whole 49.54 percent girls in rural area and 45.25 percent girls in urban
area feel that society does not view them as career persons. Somewhat large
percentage in Chandigarh (48.92) against 43.77 percent in Goa share this
view. Taking all the respondents in consideration, about 47 percent girls think
that society does not view them as career persons.



On the whole, nearly 50 % (49.36) girls are of the view that society does not
accept girls/women in top positions. Comparing rural vs. urban, more of
urban girls (52.66 percent) than rural girls (46.05 percent) have this feeling.
Comparing the two places, more girls (54.64 percent) in Goa than in
Chandigarh (44.07 percent) share this view. Although on the whole 78.71 per
cent parents answered that it makes no difference to them whether their boss
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were a lady or a male. Thus, on this point there appeared to be difference in
the opinion of the girls and the parents. Many a times, while discriminating,
society does not realize or accept that they discriminate. Hence, on this point
more awareness generation on gender inclusiveness is needed.


Considering all respondents, a majority (75.68 %) is of the view that society
does not accept girls as entrepreneurs. On rural-urban comparison, it is seen
that somewhat higher percentage of girls (59.13 %) in urban areas shard this
view as against 56.22 percent in rural areas. The comparison between
Chandigarh and Goa revealed that higher percentage of girls (59.44) in Goa is
of this view against 55.91 percent in Chandigarh.



On the whole, about 1/3rd of girls feel that society thinks certain type of
education is more suitable for girls than boys, and vice versa, while nearly the
same percentage (31.34%) of parents do believe that certain kind of education
is more suitable for boys than girls and vice versa.



As regards profession, 40.46% girls believe that society thinks certain type of
professions are more suitable for girls and vice versa. 30.71 percent parents
indeed think so.



Analysing society’s attitude towards vocational education, it was found that in
these two places (Goa and Chandigarh), at least, the image of vocational
education is either very good or good contrary to the general belief that it is
rated as below standard education, meant for only those who cannot do
anything else.



A large majority of girls (95.94%) expressed that they get parental support for
their career aspirations, among these 98.34% girls from rural areas, 93.54%
girls from urban areas, 98.61% from Chandigarh and 93.28% girls from Goa
endorse this.



A majority of parents indeed responded that career in equally important for
their daughter and sons.



On the question of getting support from parents to start their own ventures, on
an average, 16 percent girls feel discriminated in the family, while a majority
accepted they are supported. A clear majority of parents in both rural and
urban societies of both the states said they would support their daughter
becoming a business person and will feel either good or very good about it.



Taking together all the responses, it is revealed that about 70 percent of the
respondents (parents) are of the view that certain professions are more suitable
for girls then boys and vice versa.



The data further reveals that although the percentage figures with the state and
with rural vs. urban societies vary; girls going out on tours, working in jobs
where maximum colleagues are males or working in night shifts etc. are no
more a taboo. Comparing all the responses together, people are more
comfortable with daughters going an tour (even frequently) in a team (55.15
percent) rather than going on tour alone (13.6 percent), more people are
comfortable with their night duties (22.47 percent) than daughter staying in a
city a way from home (18.10 percent).
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Regarding acceptance of unconventional places of work for daughters, the top
three choices among the unconventional options of workplaces remain the
same both for urban and rural societies, i.e. letting their daughters work at the
sale counters, in factories and in hotels with percent figures of 50.87, 45.53
and 22.65, respectively. All others score very low with less than 8 percent.
The trend remains that same when the two states are compared. Thus, most of
the parents would not prefer their daughters to work in bars, auto garage,
petrol pumps or go selling door-to door.



It is found that majority of the girls in Chandigarh and Goa both in rural and
urban areas, feel that teachers do not display discriminatory attitude between
boy and girl students.



Majority of the girls in Chandigarh and Goa feel that they get the same
encouragement from their teachers/principal as boys in the school but quite
many girls also feel the opposite. This is a serious matter and it seems that the
teachers need gender training on this aspect.



Majority of the parents in Chandigarh and Goa feel that a girl can be
successfully both a career person as well as a homemaker simultaneously.



Thus, a clear trend is that society is now visualizing girls as career persons,
however, they also want them to manage house and they feel that girls can do
this successfully, i.e. managing house and career both simulating. Most of the
girls also feel the same for themselves, hence, there seems to be no disparity in
the vision on girls taking up careers. A large percentage visualizes this by
taking part time work. However, 11.4 percent in rural and 15.17 percent in
urban areas also view themselves as full time career persons.



Putting together, a large majority, about three fourth, visualizes girls into self
employment or wage employment (slightly more than one third).



Putting together, slightly larger percentage of parents in rural areas (91.96) as
against 88.99 percent parents in urban areas would like to see their daughters
as economically independent persons. There was not much difference between
the two places, nearly 90 percent parents in Chandigarh and 91 percent parents
in Goa desired financial independence for their daughters. On the whole more
than 90 percent parents wish to see their daughters economically independent.



Regarding marriage, a majority of the respondents believe that it is important
for girls to be married. About a quarter of parents would feel alright with their
girls entering into marriage after class XII.



A significant, but in minority, percentage has also emerged who do not
consider that it is important for every girl to be married. On the whole, about a
quarter of persons (both girls and parents) are of the opinion that marriage is not
important for girls.
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Girls were asked whether they would like to leave their studies or career for
getting married, a large majority of girls said ‘no’. The same question was
asked from the parents as to whether they would like their daughter leaving
her studies or career for marriage and the answer from a large majority was
also ‘no’. It is relevant to mention here that Goa and Chandigarh are among
the advanced places in India. The national census, 2001 reports average age of
marriage for women in Goa and Chandigarh to be 22 and 20, respectively.
Hence, the results in the present study that parents are giving good preference
to girls’ education and career over marriage is in concurrence with the
prevailing scenario.



Although a majority of the girls are satisfied with the support they get from
their parents, teachers and society in meeting their aspirations, on the whole,
21.34 percent girls have a feeling that they face hindrances from the society or
parents with regard to meeting their aspirations in life.



Comparing rural Vs urban, 48.8 percent rural girls felt discriminated as against
40.61% urban girls with respect to issues such as freedom of choice, playtime,
encouragement, work/responsibilities at home, money spent etc. On
comparing the two states, more girls (50.43%) felt discriminated in Goa as
compared to 38.99 percent in Chandigarh.



On the whole, nearly one third of the girls believe that there are better
educational opportunities for boys than for girls, however relatively lesser
percentage, about 1/5th of parents is of this view.



On the whole, 27.13 percent girls and 25.73 percent parents felt that there
were better professional opportunities for boys than for girls. Thus there is
hardly a difference of opinion between girls and their parents showing
similarity of professional aspiration of the two.



Making comparison of opinion of girls and parents, it is seen that a majority of
girls as well as parents think that both boys and girls can be given equal
duties/responsibilities and if opportunity is given both can perform a task
equally well. There is not much difference between the parents and their
daughters on this question. While only 6 percent of rural girls think that girls
and boys cannot be given equal duties/responsibilities about 7% parents
endorse it. About 8% rural girls feel that if given opportunity, both girls and
boys cannot perform a task equally well while about 7% parents feel so. The
corresponding figures for urban girls are 8.9 and 8 percent regarding duties.
About performance of a task slightly more parents (10%) than girls (7.2%)
feel that even if given opportunity, both boys and girls cannot perform a task
equally well and there will be gender difference.



Regarding the opinion on vocational education, putting together all the
responses, the image of vocational education is not as low as it is commonly
perceived. Most of the people do not believe that only less intelligent students
opt for vocational education but maintain a stand that all kinds of students opt
for it, as could be the case with any other stream. Overall only about one fifth
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of the respondents (21.6%) think that vocational education is opted by students
who are less intelligent.

Thus, the society is changing in giving more space to girls and helping them in
achieving their goals in life, however, more needs to be done so that every girl feels
uninhibited to achieve what she wants. As far as vocational education is concerned,
this study shows that at these two places, Chandigarh and Goa, this stream of
education is acceptable as it is seen to be capable of making them more employable
and economically independent. A majority was satisfied with the vocational courses
being implemented at these two places. Some shortcomings about teacher training,
infrastructure and teaching –learning material were pointed out by some respondents
which should be given due attention, whatever model is implemented. While pilots of
some new experiments are in progress in the country, the previous experiences should
not be ignored and the success stories should be given their due places, as the skill
development needs of the country are enormous. The young India will be able to take
its demographic advantage only when her youth, both boys and girls are suitably
employable. To meet the huge targets of skill development in the country, a plurality
of models of implementation of vocational education should be given preference. As
both the parents and the girls expressed their choice towards self employment, the
policies need to be suitably modified to facilitate this in the form of making the soft
loans available, developing marketing channels etc.
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