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Preface 

 

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational 

Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and 

academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-

makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational 

excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and 

the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for 

its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other 

reference collections. 

 

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library 

and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as 

edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has 

delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed 

newspapers related to education during the month of August 2026. 

 

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and 

keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper 

clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy; 

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Dr.Akash) 

Head, LDD 

NCERT,NewDelhi 
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Home Education Maharashtra Expands ‘Vinoba’ Digital Education Platform To 45,000 Schools, Benefiting Over 31 Lakh Students

Maharashtra Expands ‘Vinoba’ Digital Education Platform To
45,000 Schools, Benefiting Over 31 Lakh Students
The ‘Vinoba’ platform focuses on improving educational quality, foundational literacy and numeracy
(FLN), life skills, teacher empowerment and communication between schools and parents. It has been
extended to around 45,000 government schools across 25 districts of Maharashtra and has connected
nearly 1.3 lakh teachers. More than 31 lakh students have benefited from the initiative.

FPJ News Service Updated: Saturday, August 01, 2026, 08:21 PM IST

Maharashtra Expands ‘Vinoba’ Digital Education Platform To 45,000 Schools, Benefiting Over 31 Lakh Students | AI

Mumbai: The Maharashtra government’s efforts to strengthen the quality of education in

government schools through technology-based initiatives have received a boost with the
expansion of the ‘Vinoba’ digital platform, launched through a collaboration between the
State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT) and the Open Links
Foundation (OLF).

Platform Aims to Connect Schools, Teachers and Parents

The initiative, supported by Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, aims to bring teachers,
students and parents together on a common digital platform while improving learning
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outcomes and strengthening school-community engagement.

The ‘Vinoba’ platform focuses on improving educational quality, foundational literacy and
numeracy (FLN), life skills, teacher empowerment and communication between schools

and parents. It has been extended to around 45,000 government schools across 25
districts of Maharashtra and has connected nearly 1.3 lakh teachers. More than 31 lakh
students have benefited from the initiative.
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Competitive Exam Support Boosts Student Success

During the 2025-26 academic year, over two lakh students were provided access to
practice tests for competitive examinations, including scholarship examinations,
Navodaya Vidyalaya admissions, the National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Scheme

(NMMS) and NASA-related competitions. The initiative reportedly contributed to an
increase of more than 15% in the success rate of students in these examinations.

The platform also supported foundational literacy and numeracy assessments for more
than 1.3 lakh students across four districts. A 23% improvement was recorded in achieving
the objectives of the NIPUN Bharat programme, according to the information shared.

Activities Promote Communication and Creativity

To promote communication skills, confidence and creativity among students, the initiative
has introduced activities such as storytelling, poetry recitation and spoken English. The
platform records the participation of more than 50,000 students every month.

The ‘Nanhe Sitare’ platform, organised in Yavatmal and 15 other districts, has provided
students with opportunities to showcase their talents.

Teachers and Students Recognised Through Outreach Programmes

To recognise the achievements and quality work of teachers and students, more than 1,100
in-person programmes, including ‘Coffee with CEO’ events, have been organised across
Pune and 25 other districts.

The digital system has also helped reduce the administrative workload of teachers, saving

more than 1.1 crore working hours, according to the initiative.

Read Also

Shiv Sena (UBT) MLA Aaditya Thackeray Seeks DGP's Clarification On
Withdrawal Of Cases Against...

Under the memorandum of understanding signed between SCERT and OLF, additional

digital platforms will be developed to increase parental participation, strengthen School
Management Committees, support student clubs and portfolios, build alumni networks
and promote competitions and value-based education.
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▶▶

The initiative will also introduce artificial intelligence-based assessment tools to
automatically evaluate activities such as poetry recitation, storytelling and spoken English.

The expansion of the ‘Vinoba’ initiative is expected to further strengthen the state

government’s efforts to use technology effectively in public education and make quality
learning accessible to students across Maharashtra. The initiative is being viewed as a
significant step towards building a more student-centric and outcome-oriented
education system.

To get details on exclusive and budget-friendly property deals in Mumbai &
surrounding regions, do visit: https://budgetproperties.in
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Ministry of Education

Strengthening Higher Education for Emerging
Technologies

Posted On: 03 AUG 2026 7:34PM by PIB Delhi

Government of India has framed the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 with an aim for holistic
development of students. NEP 2020 lays emphasis on multidisciplinarity, imaginative & flexible
curricular structures, integration of skills and recommends that the pedagogy must evolve to make
education more experiential, inquiry-driven, discovery-oriented, and learnercentred.

In line with the vision of NEP 2020, the Government has issued key guidelines and taken several
initiatives to upgrade curricula, pedagogy, and develop digital infrastructure in order to create future-
ready talent pipeline.

To upgrade the higher education curricula, the All-India Council for Technical Education (AICTE)
has revised its Model Curricula with inputs from industry experts by integrating

Artificial Intelligence (AI), Data Science (DS), Machine Learning (ML), Cyber Security, Robotics,
Quantum Computing, and other emerging technologies across technical disciplines.

During the year 2025–26, more than 2100 AICTE-approved institutions offered courses in AI &
other emerging area, with an approved intake of more than 2.80 lakh students.

To enhance employability of the students and achieve the objectives of NEP 2020, the National
Credit Framework (NCrF) has been issued, enabling integration of skill education into academia.
The NCrF has a provision for the accumulation of a maximum of 50% of the total credit required
through skill-based courses.

Further, the University Grants Commission has issued “Guidelines on Sustainable and Vibrant
University-Industry Linkage System for Indian Universities” to promote Research &

Development and develop the skill sets amongst the learners and make them industry ready. Further,
AICTE’s Approval Process Handbook 2024-25 to 2026-27 has “Essential and Desirable
Requirements for Technical Institutions”, which include Institute-Industry Cell, establishment of
Institution’s Innovation Council and compulsory internship for final year students as essential
requirements for approval.

Additionally, UGC has introduced “Guidelines for Internship/Research Internship for Under
Graduate Students”, with an aim to improve employability, develop interest for research and provide
exposure to emerging technologies. Further, UGC has also formulated the “UGC Guidelines for
Higher Educational Institutions to Offer Apprenticeship Embedded Degree Programme (AEDP)” to
embed the competencies required by the industry in the university curriculum.
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The Ministry of Education implements the National Apprenticeship Training Scheme (NATS) to
impart on-the-job training in collaboration with industry to enhance the employability of youth. To
meet the rising demand for AI talent, the Ministry has launched the AI Apprenticeship Programme
under NATS. This initiative aims to develop expertise in various areas such as Data Science,
Machine Learning, Application Development, Prompt Engineering, etc for graduates, diploma
holders, AEDP students. Till date, more than 75000 apprentices have benefited from the AI
Apprenticeship Programme.

To leverage the potential of Information and Communication Technology, Ministry of Education is
implementing the National Mission on Education through ICT (NMEICT). Under the NMEICT
scheme Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds (SWAYAM) platform has been
launched to promote lifelong learning through free courses by premier institutions. To strengthen
learners' competencies in emerging technologies, SWAYAM platform has offered over 140 AI-
related courses, with more than 50 lakh enrolments in these courses so far. To further promote
project-based and experiential learning, the e-Yantra Project under NMEICT integrates automation
and robotics into engineering education by providing robotics-based tools and training. So far, e-
Yantra has supported hands-on training for more than 70,000 learners.

Further, to strengthen industry-academia linkages and enhance learners' employability, the Ministry
of Education in collaboration with eminent industry partners, has also launched the

SWAYAM Plus platform. The platform offers more than 500 employability-focused courses. These
courses have been curated from more than 80 industry partners across 15 sectors, including
Information Technology, Artificial Intelligence, Semiconductor Manufacturing, and Advanced
Manufacturing etc. More than 06 lakh learners have enrolled on SWAYAM Plus platform for their
Skill augmentation.

Further, Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology has initiated “FutureSkills PRIME”
programme for up-skilling of learners in emerging technologies. Courses in emerging technologies
such as Artificial Intelligence, Big Data Analytics (AI/BDA) etc. The Courses are developed in the
consultation with industry to align with actual employment needs. So far, more than 34 lakh
candidates have registered on the portal, this includes more than 9.58 lakh candidates in AI/BDA
technology.

This information was given by the Minister of State for Education, Dr. Sukanta Majumdar, in a
written reply to a Lok Sabha question today.   

 *****  

RRTN
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Read this release in: Urdu , हिन्दी , Punjabi
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Written by: Rajeev Kumar 8 min read

The Congress on Tuesday (August 4) posted on social media platform X that 94,000 government

schools have been shut down over the past decade, a number first flagged in a NITI Aayog report

from May.

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

Thousands of government
schools shut: The one scenario
where this could be a good thing
The Congress has flagged a NITI Aayog report showing 94,000 government schools were
shut over the last decade. Why, and what are the potential consequences?

New Delhi Updated: Aug 4, 2026 06:37 PM IST

The ‘Super 100’ aims to select 100 high-performing students from rural government schools (Photo: Tashi Tobgyal
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For decades, India’s school education policy focused on expanding neighborhood schools so that

every child could access education closer to home. Today, however, the narrative is changing.

Education being in the Concurrent List, several states have adopted policies to close, merge or

consolidate schools, raising concerns about access to education.

Government data, however, reveals a more nuanced story, which can be understood through three

broad trends between 2014-15 and 2024-25 (see Tables 1 and 2 below):

One, the total number of schools saw a modest decline of around 45,000. This, however, was driven

entirely by a fall in the number of government schools (94,000, as mentioned above) while the

number of private unaided schools increased.

Two, overall student enrolment declined in a manner similar to the trend seen in school numbers —

government enrolment fell while private enrolment increased in recent years.

Three, the number of teachers increased, pointing to improved teacher availability amid declining

enrolment and fewer schools.

Is the closure and consolidation of government schools really a crisis that is depriving children of

neighbourhood educational access, or is it a consequence of demographic factors and changing

preferences?

More importantly, should the success of school education be measured by the number of schools, or

by whether every child has access to a well-resourced school — even if it means traveling a little

farther?

Why school size matters

A school is much more than a place for classroom teaching. It fosters children’s intellectual, social,

emotional, and physical development through interaction with teachers and peers, sports, co-

curricular activities, group discussions and shared experiences. Such holistic development is difficult

to achieve in schools with only a handful of students or a single teacher.

Unlike home tuition with a single teacher, effective schooling relies on age-appropriate classrooms,

peer learning, subject-specific teachers and collaborative learning. Single-teacher and very low-

enrolment schools often struggle to provide these essential elements, with one teacher handling

multiple school classes covering all subjects alongside administrative responsibilities.

Also read | On private investment in education, India needs idealism without illusions
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The changing school landscape has been shaped by a declining child population, rapid urbanisation,

rural-to-urban migration, shifting parental preferences and state-led efforts to merge under-enrolled

schools. Many village schools that once enrolled over a hundred students now have only a few dozen,

making it increasingly difficult to justify separate infrastructure and teaching resources without

compromising educational quality.

In this context, several states have consolidated under-enrolled schools into larger, better-resourced

institutions that offer qualified teachers, improved infrastructure, laboratories, libraries, sports and

co-curricular activities, according to UDISE+ reports. The challenge, however, is to balance quality

with accessibility, ensuring that every child has access to a meaningful school environment without

creating undue barriers to education.

What does data reveal?

India is experiencing a demographic transition. The country’s total fertility rate (TFR) — the average

number of children born to a woman — has plunged from more than 3 in the early 1990s to about 2.0

today, below the replacement level of 2.1. Rising female literacy, urbanisation, improved healthcare,

wider access to family planning, delayed marriages and changing family aspirations have together

reduced the number of school-age children.

This transition is reflected in UDISE+ data on school numbers, enrolment and teacher numbers. Let’s

take a look at each point.

Schools: The total number of schools — government and private — saw a decline from about 15.16

lakh in 2014-15 to 14.71 lakh in 2024-25 (see table 1).

During this period, the number of government schools declined from about 11.07 lakh to 10.13 lakh

even as private unaided schools have expanded.
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Enrolment: With fewer children entering school each year, enrolment has steadily declined. Between

2014-15 and 2024-25, overall student enrolment fell by 2.26 crore to 24.69 crore.

Similar to the trend seen with school numbers, enrolment in government schools declined from 13.62

crore to 12.16 crore between 2022-23 and 2024-25, while enrolment in private schools increased from

8.42 crore to 9.59 crore, according to a Rajya Sabha reply in March 2026.

As smaller cohorts progress through the system, the decline gradually extends to upper-primary,

secondary and higher secondary levels. Nearly 70% of students are still enrolled in Classes I-VIII,

underscoring the continued importance of neighbourhood schools for young children who may not

be able to travel long distances on their own.

Table 1: India’s School Education. Source: UDISE/UDISE+ reports
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Teachers: The number of school teachers increased from about 90 lakh in 2014-15 to over one crore

in 2024-25, improving teacher availability amid lower enrolment and fewer schools. The national

averages, however, mask stark disparities: While many rural schools operate with very low enrolment

or a single teacher, many urban schools are overcrowded.

Overall, the data points not merely to school closures, but to a structural transformation of India’s

school education system. This is being driven by demographic change, shifting enrolment patterns,

evolving parental preferences and efforts to provide students with better-resourced learning

environments.

Also in Explained | ExplainSpeaking: Share of education Budget has shrunk under Modi govt.
Here is where it stands, and what this means

School consolidation: Does it work?

Thousands of government schools operate with a single teacher or only a handful of students,

making it difficult to provide grade-wise, subject-specific instruction, co-curricular activities, sports,

laboratories, and meaningful peer learning.

Table 2: Changes from 2014-15 to 2024-25. Source: UDISE/UDISE+ reports
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Teachers often handle multiple classes alongside administrative responsibilities, limiting the holistic

academic, social, and physical development that schools are expected to foster. While these schools

continue to ensure access and implement welfare measures such as the mid-day meal scheme, many

struggle to provide a complete school environment.

School consolidation seeks to address these limitations by merging under-enrolled schools into

better-equipped composite schools with qualified teachers, improved infrastructure, and richer

learning opportunities. Supported by the National Education Policy (NEP), 2020, through school

complexes and clusters, it aims to improve educational quality by pooling academic and physical

resources rather than merely reducing costs.

As seen above, UDISE+ data also indicates improved teacher availability despite fewer schools.

NEWSLETTER

Follow our daily newsletter so you never miss anything important.

On Wednesday, we answer readers' questions.
Subscribe

Yet, consolidation is not an end in itself. Its success depends on balancing quality, efficiency, and

equitable access. While larger schools may offer better learning opportunities, increased travel

distances can disadvantage young children, girls and students in remote or tribal areas.

Ultimately, school consolidation should be judged not by the number of schools merged, but by

whether every child — irrespective of location or socio-economic background — can safely access a

well-resourced school that delivers quality education and holistic development. If it achieves these

outcomes, consolidation becomes an educational reform; otherwise, it risks remaining merely an

administrative exercise.

The way forward

India’s school education system must balance access, equity, quality and efficiency. While

demographic transition and declining enrolment make some degree of school consolidation

inevitable, decisions should be data-driven, based on enrolment trends, demographic projections,

geography and accessibility — not merely administrative or financial considerations.

Wherever schools are merged, governments must ensure safe transport and uninterrupted access,

particularly for young children, females,and those in remote, tribal, and disadvantaged areas.

Ultimately, the success of consolidation should be judged not by the number of schools closed or

merged, but by whether every child has access to a safe, nearby, well-resourced school that provides17
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quality education and holistic development. If consolidation improves both learning outcomes and

equitable access, it will mark a genuine educational reform; otherwise, it will remain little more than

an administrative exercise.

The author is a former computer science professor at IIT Kharagpur, IIT Kanpur, BITS Pilani,

and JNU, and a former scientist at DRDO and DST.
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Ministry of Education

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Digital Education in
Government Schools

प्रविष्टि तिथि: 05 AUG 2026 6:15PM by PIB Delhi

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 highlights ‘Concerted curricular and pedagogical
initiatives, including the introduction of contemporary subjects such as Artificial Intelligence, Design
Thinking, Holistic Health, Organic Living, Environmental Education, Global Citizenship Education
(GCED), etc. at relevant stages will be undertaken to develop these various important skills in
students at all levels’.

NEP 2020 also recommends at para no 4.25 that ‘It is recognized that mathematics and mathematical
thinking will be very important for India’ s future and India’s leadership role in the numerous
upcoming fields and professions that will involve artificial intelligence, machine learning, and data
science, etc. Thus, mathematics and computational thinking will be given increased emphasis
throughout the school years, starting with the foundational stage, through a variety of innovative
methods, including the regular use of puzzles and games that make mathematical thinking more
enjoyable and engaging. Activities involving coding will be introduced in Middle Stage’.

The National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF SE) 2023 emphasizes
‘Mathematics Education has never been more important globally for students and for society. The
close connection between Mathematics and artificial intelligence, machine learning, data science,
climate modelling, infrastructure development, and the numerous other related scientific issues faced
by India and all nations today makes Mathematics a particularly crucial area of school education’.

Further, it also, inter-alia, provides that the emergence of technologies such as Artificial Intelligence,
Machine Learning, as well as big data analytics and visualisation will definitely find innovative
applications in the education domain. There are enormous possibilities to use emerging technologies
such as Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning and Data Science, as well as immersive (AR/ VR/
virtual labs), interactive, and gamified contents to improve the teaching-learning and assessment
processes, supporting Teacher preparation and professional development, enhancing educational
access, and streamlining educational planning, management, and administration.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is transforming education by enabling personalized learning, intelligent
assessment, adaptive instruction, and data-driven decision-making. Recognizing AI as a dynamic and
strategic technology for the 21st century, the Government of India has initiated action for integration
of Computational Thinking (CT) and Artificial Intelligence (AI) into the school education ecosystem
through the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the National Curriculum Framework for School
Education (NCF-SE) 2023.
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Accordingly, NCERT in collaboration with Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has
introduced a dedicated Computational Thinking and Artificial Intelligence Curriculum for Classes III
to VIII from the academic year 2026-27. Curriculum for grade 9-12 in Artificial Intelligence and
allied subjects has been finalized. This curriculum focuses on fostering logical reasoning, pattern
recognition, algorithm design, and data literacy, while also emphasizing the importance of
responsible and ethical AI. By integrating problem-solving, creativity, and innovation, the framework
deliberately positions Computational Thinking as the foundational competency upon which AI
learning is built, ensuring a meaningful and age-appropriate progression across grades.

To support the learning process, Teacher Handbooks and Facilitator Guides have also been developed
and are available on the website CBSE at (https://cbseacademic.nic.in/skilleducation.html). As far as
CBSE is concerned, the infrastructure required for teaching AI in schools has been clearly mentioned
in the curriculum and schools are required to ensure availability of adequate infrastructure for
students studying AI as a subject. Besides, all affiliated schools of the Board have to maintain digital
infrastructure as per the affiliation Bye-Laws of the Board.

The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship launched a national level initiative SOAR
(Skilling for AI Readiness), which aims to embed AI awareness and foundational skills among school
students (Classes 6–12) and to build AI literacy among educators. SOAR comprises three progressive
15-hour modules for students—AI to be Aware, AI to Acquire, and AI to Aspire—and one
independent 45-hour module for teachers titled AI for Educators. The program introduces concepts
such as AI basics, generative AI, AI in daily life, programming fundamentals, ethics, cybersecurity
and future career opportunities.

Further, education is a subject under the Concurrent List of the Constitution, and the majority of
schools are under the jurisdiction of the State/Union Territory Governments. Accordingly, the
establishment of AI and Robotics Laboratories in schools under their jurisdiction is the responsibility
of the respective State/Union Territory Governments.

This information was given by Minister of State for Education, Shri Jayant Chaudhary, in a written
reply in the Rajya Sabha today. 

******
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Minister of State for Education, Jayant Chaudhary (File Photo/ANI)

NEP 2020 prioritises hygiene, health and
environmental awareness among school
children: Centre
ANI | Updated:
Aug 05, 2026

23:27 IST
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?q=aninews.in)
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New Delhi [India], August 5 (ANI): Education is a subject in the
Concurrent List of the Constitution of India, and the majority

of schools are under the administrative control of the
respective State Government/Union Territory (UT)
administration. However, recognising the importance of
education, the National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 has
come into existence, which emphasises holistic development

of learners including strengthening aspects related to health,
wellness and environmental awareness in schools.

This information was given by the Minister of State for

  
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Education, Jayant Chaudhary, in a written reply in the Rajya

Sabha today.

According to an official release from Ministry of Education, in
line with the NEP, 2020, the Ministry of Education (MoE)
accords high priority towards promoting health education,
hygiene practices and environmental consciousness among

school children through various schemes and initiatives such
as Samagra Shiksha, Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman
(PM POSHAN), School Health and Wellness Programme
(SHWP), Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) and Eco

Clubs for Mission LiFE.

Moreover, the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) has incorporated themes related to health,
nutrition, hygiene, air pollution and environmental

sustainability in school curricula, textbooks and learning
material at different stages of school education in an age-
appropriate manner.

Under the centrally sponsored scheme of Pradhan Mantri

Poshan Shakti Nirman Scheme, one of the foremost rights-
based Centrally Sponsored Schemes implemented in
partnership with the States/UTs, about 10.23 crore students
studying in Bal Vatika and classes I to VIII in about 10.33 lakh
Govt. and Govt. aided schools are served healthy, hot cooked

nutritious meals on all school days.

The importance of eating a healthy and balanced diet,
knowledge of junk foods, nutritional fortification, sanitation
and hygiene practices such as handwashing and the

importance of School Nutrition Gardens (SNGs) are also
promoted under the scheme.

Under the centrally sponsored scheme of Samagra Shiksha,
the MoE supports States/UTs in setting up Eco Clubs for
Mission LiFE in all schools in order to sensitise students to

environmental/climate change concerns and inculcate
environment-friendly attitudes and behaviour among them.
Under the aegis of Eco Clubs for Mission LiFE, school students22
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participate in hands-on environment-related activities,
including plantation of saplings, nature walks, cleanliness

drives, etc, a release said.

The MoE is promoting sports and physical education in
schools through multiple policy and programme interventions
aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The

policy emphasises sports-integrated learning and recognises
sports as an integral part of the curriculum for holistic
development, promoting physical fitness, teamwork, and
lifelong healthy habits. To operationalise these objectives, the
National Curriculum Framework (NCF) integrates sports and

physical education across all stages of schooling through
sports-based pedagogy.

The framework also places special emphasis on yoga in
schools. Further, under the Samagra Shiksha scheme, a

dedicated component on Sports and Physical Education has
been introduced to promote sports activities, fitness
programmes and yoga in government schools. One of the
major objectives of this component is to ensure the holistic
development of students by making them physically,

mentally, psychologically, socially and emotionally fit.

As recommended under NEP 2020 and NCF-SE 2023, NCERT
has developed dedicated textbooks on Sports and Physical
Education for different stages of schooling, with special

emphasis on yoga. These include Khel-Yoga for the
Preparatory Stage (Grades III-V), Khel Yatra for the Middle
Stage (Grades VI-VIII), and Khel-Praveen for the Secondary
Stage (Grade IX).

The textbooks introduce students to the concepts of physical

education, Yoga for Daily Life, and basic Yog Sadhana in an
age-appropriate manner. These textbooks are already in use in
schools and contribute significantly to the holistic
development of students including physical, mental and socio
emotional wellbeing.

In order to promote Sports & physical education and fitness
among school-going children, several national initiatives have
also been taken by this Department. Large-scale participation
activities such as the International Day of Yoga National Yoga
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activities such as the International Day of Yoga, National Yoga

Olympiad, Fit India Movement, sports events under Khelo
India and National Sports Day further encourage active
lifestyles in schools, a release further said.

Additionally, the CBSE Health and Physical Education (HPE)
programme has made sports compulsory for all Classes,

ensuring structured physical activity and participation in
sports including yoga as part of the school curriculum.

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) has
informed that the MoHFW and MoE jointly implement the

School Health and Wellness Programme from 2020. Under
this, two teachers per school trained as Health and Wellness
Ambassadors (HWAs) conduct regular sessions on 11 themes
including nutrition, health and sanitation, growing up healthy,
and promotion of healthy lifestyles.

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has
informed that it implements the Environment Education
Programme (EEP), as a component of the Central Sector
Scheme Environment Education, Awareness, Research and

Skill Development (EEARSD), aimed at supplementing the
efforts of the MoE in the formal education front through
varied pedagogical initiatives for imparting non-formal
environment education.

The objective of EEP is to sensitise children and youth on

issues related to the environment and to motivate them to
adopt sustainable lifestyles through varied pedagogical
initiatives such as workshops, projects, exhibitions,
campaigns, competitions, nature camps and summer
vacation programmes, a release added.

The programme supplements classroom knowledge with
exposure to nature and hands-on activities. The activities
under EEP are aligned with the seven themes of Mission LiFE,
including "Adopt Sustainable Food System" and "Adopt

Healthy Lifestyle".

The programme is implemented by designated State/UT-level
implementing agencies for children and youth through eco-
clubs formed in schools and colleges. The focus is on hands-
on training and experiential learning Some of the initiatives
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on training and experiential learning. Some of the initiatives

undertaken under the programme include Sustainable
Lifestyle Workshops, Zero Waste Initiatives, alternatives to
Single Use Plastic, Millet Food Fests, cleanliness drives/beach-
cleaning activities, development of kitchen, medicinal and

herbal gardens, segregation of dry and wet waste,
vermicomposting, yoga and trail walk during nature camp,
etc. Thematic campaigns are also conducted for celebrations
of various environmental days. (ANI)
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School Education

NCERT-CBSE introduce AI curriculum for Classes III-VIII; senior
secondary syllabus ready
Government tells Rajya Sabha that NCERT and CBSE have introduced a Computational Thinking and Artificial Intelligence

curriculum for Classes III-VIII from the 2026-27 academic session; AI curriculum for Classes IX-XII has also been finalised.

ETEducation

Updated On Aug 5, 2026 at 09:20 PM IST

New Delhi: The Centre on Wednesday said a dedicated Computational Thinking and Artificial Intelligence (AI)
curriculum has been introduced for students from Classes III to VIII from the 2026-27 academic session, while the
curriculum for Classes IX to XII has been finalised as part of efforts to integrate AI into school education.
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Replying to a question in the Rajya Sabha, Minister of State for Education Jayant Chaudhary said the curriculum has
been developed by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) in collaboration with the
Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE).

The curriculum focuses on developing logical reasoning, pattern recognition, algorithm design and data literacy, while
promoting the responsible and ethical use of AI. According to the ministry, Computational Thinking has been
positioned as the foundational competency to enable age-appropriate AI learning across school grades.

The government also said teacher handbooks and facilitator guides have been prepared to support implementation and
are available on the CBSE website. Schools offering AI as a subject are required to ensure adequate infrastructure in
accordance with the Board's curriculum and affiliation norms.

The ministry also highlighted the Skilling for AI Readiness (SOAR) initiative launched by the Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship to build AI awareness among school students and teachers.

The programme includes three 15-hour modules for students of Classes VI to XII — AI to be Aware, AI to Acquire and
AI to Aspire — covering AI fundamentals, generative AI, programming, ethics, cybersecurity and emerging career
opportunities. It also includes a standalone 45-hour "AI for Educators" module aimed at strengthening AI literacy
among teachers.

The government said the initiatives are aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which calls for the
introduction of contemporary subjects such as Artificial Intelligence and coding at appropriate stages of school
education. It also cited the National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE) 2023, which emphasises
the growing role of mathematics, computational thinking, AI, machine learning and data science in future education.

The Centre, however, clarified that while it has developed the curriculum framework, the establishment of AI and
robotics laboratories in schools falls under the jurisdiction of state governments and Union Territories, as education is a
subject on the Concurrent List of the Constitution.
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NCERT, CBSE Roll Out AI Curriculum From
Class 3 Onwards

# NCERT # CBSE # Artificial Intelligence # Computational Thinking # Classes III-VIII # Senior Secondary

# Education Ministry

The new framework introduces computational thinking early in school as India prepares students for an

AI-driven economy

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and the Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE) have prepared a separate Computational Thinking and Artificial Intelligence (AI)

curriculum for students from Classes III to VIII from the academic session 2026-27, and the AI

curriculum for Classes IX to XII has also been finalised. The Ministry of Education said the initiative is to

 BW Online Bureau  Aug 06, 2026
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equip students with future-ready digital skills and integrate AI into the school education under the

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

Early AI Learning

The curriculum makes students acquainted with some functions of computational thinking, logical

reasoning, problem-solving, and responsible use of artificial intelligence from the primary stage. The

curriculum has been developed by NCERT and CBSE with the objective of imparting digital literacy and

AI concepts to students across the different stages of their education. 

The curriculum has been formulated in a scaffold way so that students build the requisite basic

concepts early on and then learn complex concepts of AI in advanced classes as per information from

the Centre, in line with the government’s mission of preparing students for technology-related

professions.

Senior Secondary Ready

The Rajya Sabha received information from the government regarding the completion of the syllabus of

classes IX to XII. This will facilitate continuity in learning AI from the secondary level to the senior

secondary level. The syllabus is slated to include advanced concepts aimed at equipping students for

higher studies and new sectors in technology.

This placement is part of a larger plan to upgrade the educational system of schools in India by

incorporating technology into the teaching process at all class levels. It has been stated by authorities

that the syllabus is in line with the philosophy of ‘AI for Education, AI in Education’ while laying stress on

using AI ethically, creativity, critical studies, and practical knowledge which will help students to survive

in the digital economy.
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Northeast history, culture, heritage part of new NCERT
books, Centre tells Parliament
The Centre told the Rajya Sabha that new NCERT textbooks for Classes 1 to 8 include
references to the history, culture, traditions, art, heritage and contributions of the North-
Eastern States. The move is framed under NEP 2020 and NCF-SE 2023, with added focus on
multilingual learning and local cultural context.
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The Centre further said NCERT is conducting capacity-building programmes across states and Union Territories

India Today Education Desk
New Delhi, UPDATED: Aug 7, 2026 11:54 IST

The Centre during the Monsoon Session of the Parliament has told the Rajya Sabha
that new NCERT textbooks have incorporated references to the history, culture,
traditions, art, heritage and contributions of the North Eastern States, particularly for
students in Classes 1 to 8.

Minister of State for Education Jayant Chaudhary gave the information in a written
response to a question by Rajya Sabha MP Birendra Prasad Baishya on whether the
government was considering including the history, culture and heritage of the
Northeast in the NCERT curriculum.
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The government said the move is in line with the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 and the National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE) 2023,
both of which emphasise respect for India's diversity and local context in curriculum
and pedagogy.

NORTHEAST CONTENT ALREADY IN NEW NCERT BOOKS

According to the Ministry of Education, NCERT has developed new textbooks that
include references to the history, culture, traditions, art, heritage and contributions of
the North Eastern States, especially from Classes 1 to 8. The stated objective is to
help promote awareness of the region's rich cultural diversity among students across
the country.
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The ministry said NEP 2020 provides for the inclusion of “Knowledge of India” across
the school curriculum, covering India's contributions, achievements, challenges and
aspirations. It also calls for Indian Knowledge Systems, including tribal knowledge
and indigenous and traditional ways of learning, to be incorporated wherever
relevant.
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The policy also emphasises multilingualism and respect for India's linguistic diversity,
including languages of the North-East.

The Centre said NCERT had conducted district-level consultations across States and
Union Territories, including the North-Eastern States, as part of the process of
translating the recommendations of NEP 2020 into the National Curriculum
Frameworks.

State Focus Groups were also constituted across States and Union Territories,
including the North-East. These groups prepared Position Papers that contributed to
the development of the National Curriculum Frameworks.

The NCF-SE 2023 recognises the diversity of cultural expressions across India and
states that local arts and cultures should be used as a starting point for Arts
Education across all stages of school education.

ASSAMESE, BODO, MANIPURI AMONG LANGUAGES COVERED

The ministry also highlighted NCERT's language learning material as part of its efforts
to reflect the country's cultural and linguistic diversity.

NCERT has brought out Grade 6 R3 Language textbooks and Grade 9 age-
appropriate learning material in 22 languages, including Assamese, Bodo and
Manipuri, which reflect the culture of the North Eastern States.

The Centre further said NCERT is conducting capacity-building programmes across
States and Union Territories, including the North-Eastern States, to promote
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awareness of cultural rootedness, Indian Knowledge Systems and the curricular
approach under NEP 2020 and NCF-SE 2023.

The National Syllabus and Teaching-Learning Material Committee and Curricular Area
Groups also include experts and scholars from the North-Eastern States, including
NCERT faculty members, the ministry said.
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Summary

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), in collaboration with the Centre

for Creative Learning (CCL) at IIT Gandhinagar, has announced the launch of the

'3030 Eklavya' Online Series, a nationwide initiative aimed at strengthening

Computational Thinking (CT), Artificial Intelligence (AI) and STEM education

among school students and teachers. The eight-part online programme will

commence on August 15, 2026, and forms part of the Board's broader efforts to

equip learners with future-ready skills through inquiry-based and activity-oriented

learning. The initiative follows a series of measures introduced by CBSE during the

2026-27 academic session to integrate Computational Thinking and Artificial

Intelligence into school education from the foundational years.

The announcement comes after CBSE unveiled its Curriculum Framework for

Computational Thinking (CT) and Artificial Intelligence (AI) for students of Classes

3 to 8, with the objective of preparing children for an AI-driven future from the

early stages of schooling. Building on this framework, the Board had issued a

notification on April 9, 2026, declaring "Computational Thinking (CT) and

Understanding Artificial Intelligence (AI)" as the official training theme for the

2026-27 academic session to strengthen classroom teaching and learning

practices in affiliated schools.
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CBSE Strengthens AI Education:
Announces '3030 Eklavya' Online Series
for Teachers, Students

ADVERTISEMENT

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), in collaboration with the Centre

for Creative Learning (CCL) at IIT Gandhinagar, has announced the launch of the

'3030 Eklavya' Online Series.

A nationwide initiative aimed at strengthening Computational Thinking (CT), Artificial

Intelligence (AI) and STEM education among school students and teachers.
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As part of the implementation of this initiative, CBSE, with the support of its

affiliated schools, District Training Coordinators and Centres of Excellence, has

planned to organise more than 450 District Level Deliberations (DLDs) across the

country. These deliberations are intended to familiarise educators with the new

curriculum framework and encourage effective classroom implementation of

Computational Thinking and Artificial Intelligence concepts.

The newly launched '3030 Eklavya' Online Series has been developed to promote

both conceptual understanding and practical application of Computational

Thinking, Artificial Intelligence and STEM through engaging, inquiry-based learning

activities.

The inaugural session, titled "Computational Thinking and AI with Matchboxes," is

scheduled to be held on August 15 at 4 PM, while the remaining seven episodes will

be streamed live every Sunday from 4 PM onwards, completing a total of eight

sessions.

The voluntary enrichment programme is open to teachers and students of Class 6

and above. While participation is free of cost, registration is mandatory for all

interested participants. Those who successfully complete the prescribed

homework or assignments during the programme will be eligible to receive a

participation certificate upon payment of Rs 200 plus applicable taxes. In addition,

teachers who attend all eight sessions and fulfil the specified eligibility

requirements can obtain a Certificate of Competency, also available for ₹200 plus

applicable taxes.

CBSE has further announced that teachers from affiliated schools who

successfully earn the certificate and have their names included in the CCL-IIT

Gandhinagar database will receive three Continuing Professional Development

(CPD) hours for each completed episode under the Board's school-based training

programme. The live sessions will be conducted in Hindi, with English subtitles to

be added after publication to ensure wider accessibility.

Last updated on 07 Aug 2026 11:44 AM
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Govt proposes 25% quota for local students in
Delhi private universities
TNN | Aug 8, 2026, 07.39 AM IST

Printed from

NEW DELHI: Delhi govt has proposed reserving 25% of seats for
Delhi students in every course offered by private universities
under the draft Delhi Private Universities Bill, while also putting in
place a stringent regulatory framework to govern them.
Approved by the cabinet Friday, it is a legislative proposal to
establish a statutory framework allowing the setting up and
operation of private universities in the national capital for the first
time.

Sources said that according to the draft Bill, admissions against
these reserved seats will be carried out in accordance with the
existing quota policy of Delhi govt. This provision seeks to ensure
that students from Delhi benefit directly from the expansion of

higher education opportunities in the city.
The draft Bill also provides financial relief for 25% of students from Delhi through merit-cum-means scholarships.
Five percent of them will receive full fee exemption, 10% a 50% fee waiver, and the remaining a 25% fee
concession, ensuring greater access to higher education for Delhiites.

Education minister Ashish Sood said, “We have cleared the way for private universities to be established in Delhi
by approving the Bill.”
The draft empowers Delhi govt to establish private universities through a govt notification. However, institutions
will have to comply with norms prescribed by University Grants Commission (UGC) and other statutory
regulators. The universities will follow a unitary model, meaning they will not be allowed to affiliate colleges and46
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will function only through their own campuses, sources said. Faculty members and academic staff will have to be
appointed strictly in accordance with UGC norms.

The draft Bill envisages a strong oversight mechanism by govt. It proposes that the higher education minister will
serve as the visitor of every private university and have the authority to seek information, order inspections and
issue directions in case of violations. Administrative, academic and financial inquiries may be initiated whenever
required.

Govt representation has been proposed in the governance structure of universities. The board of management
will include secretary of the department of higher education or department of training and technical education
(DTTE), or a nominated officer. Their presence will be mandatory while taking decisions on matters involving govt.

The framework also includes statutory positions such as chancellor, vice-chancellor, registrar, controller of finance
and controller of examinations, besides bodies like academic council and board of management for academic
and administrative decision-making.

Departments that examined the draft have recommended a robust regulatory framework to prevent fly-by-night
institutions and ensure compliance with the norms of regulators, including UGC, AICTE, NMC, BCI, NCTE, PCI and
ICAR. The draft also states that collaborations with foreign universities will be permitted only in accordance with
UGC regulations.

At present, private institutions (self-financing) in Delhi largely operate as colleges affiliated with Guru Gobind
Singh Indraprastha University. The new law will provide eligible institutions with a clear legal route to evolve into
universities. The other type of institution is ‘deemed university’, under which TERI School of Advanced Studies,
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and Jamia Hamdard fall. Delhi has 11 institutions
that are deemed to be universities by UGC and 29 recognised universities and deemed universities.
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Ministry of Education

Alignment of NCERT Syllabus with National
Education Policy 2020 

प्रविष्टि तिथि: 10 AUG 2026 3:51PM by PIB Delhi

As per the recommendations of National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the National   Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has brought out the National Curriculum   Framework for
Foundational Stage (NCF-FS) 2022 and the National Curriculum Framework for   School Education
(NCF-SE) 2023. These frameworks provide the basis for stage-wise and subject wise curricular goals,
competencies, learning outcomes, syllabi, textbooks, pedagogy and  assessment. 

For developing National Curriculum Frameworks, National Steering Committee was constituted   which
followed bottom -up approach of seeking inputs for the National Curriculum Frameworks  from diverse
stakeholders including teachers, parents, students, educational institutions, neo- and   non- literates,
subjects’ experts, scholars, Anganwadi personnel etc., from across the states and UTs,  a massive process
of public consultations in face-to-face as well as digital mode was conducted.  This process had benefited
from the engagement of over 13 lakh interested citizens including   students and parents at the national
level through citizen-centric mobile app survey and over 1.5   lakh teachers, parents, students, and
educationists at the state level through mobile app survey. 

Over 1550 district-level consultations in 32 States and Union Territories were conducted. Inputs  were also
received from 35 groups of institutions, 8000 stakeholders who attended 12 consultations  with
Universities and Civil Society Groups. More than 600 position papers on 25 specifically  relevant themes
written by Focus Groups constituted by the States and UTs which all together had  over 4000 experts, and
25 papers from the National Focus Groups by expert groups with over 175  members, constituted by the
NCERT. These inputs were analyzed and relevant suggestions were  included in the NCFs. Taking
cognizance of these inputs, the NCF-FS was released on 20th October,  2022 and NCF-SE was released on
23rd August, 2023. 

As a follow-up of the NCFs, NCERT has constituted National Syllabus and Teaching-Learning  Material
Committee (NSTC). Under this Committee, 13 Curricular Area Groups (CAGs) and   Textbook
Development Teams (TDTs) for all the subjects and grades have been set up. NSTC has  been assigned the
task of development of teaching-learning material including textbooks. NCERT   has also constituted
National Curriculum Framework Oversight Committee (NOC) to look into the   translation of NCF
perspective in the new teaching-learning material including textbooks. NSTC,   NOC and CAG include
scholars, subject experts, renowned players, artists, teacher educators,   faculty members of NCERT,
officials from SCERTs, etc. TDT includes scholars, subject experts,   teachers, teacher educators, faculty
members of NCERT, faculty members from SCERTs, etc. With   the support of NSTC, NCERT has
brought out new syllabus and textbooks for Grades 1-9 and also  a collection of learning resources- Jaadui
Pitara and e Jaadui Pitara for Balvatika 1, 2, and 3. 

New teaching-learning material including textbooks and learning material are developed through  detailed
mapping of curricular goals, competencies and learning outcomes. The drafts undergo  multiple rounds of
academic, pedagogical, language and sensitivity review. The review process  examines academic accuracy,
age-appropriateness, inclusivity, constitutional values, gender  sensitivity, cultural and linguistic relevance,
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pedagogical suitability and alignment with NEP 2020,  NCF-FS 2022 and NCF-SE 2023. As a follow-up
of the NCF-SE, Learning Outcome Document and  Mandate Documents were developed, which served as
guidelines for the development of new syllabi  and textbooks along with NCF-FS and NCF-SE. 

NCERT, while reprinting its textbooks, every year, updates its textbooks in alignment with the  relevant
feedback from students, teachers and other stakeholders, without making any structural  changes. For this
purpose, also, if required, NCERT invites experts for finalizing the changes. 

This information was given by the Minister of State for Education, Shri Jayant Chaudhary, in a
written reply in Lok Sabha today.

***

RRTN

(रिलीज़ आईडी: 2297094) आगंतुक पटल : 305

इस विज्ञप्ति को इन भाषाओं में पढ़ें : Urdu , हिन्दी , Gujarati , Tamil , Telugu
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Ministry of Education

Implementation of National Education Policy in
HEIs

Posted On: 10 AUG 2026 4:19PM by PIB Delhi

After the announcement of National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020), a number of transformative
changes have taken place both in school and higher education for its implementation.

In School Education several initiatives have been taken such as PM SHRI (PM Schools for Rising
India) for upgradation of schools; Samagra Shiksha for providing quality education with an inclusive
and equitable classroom environment for all children; National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading
with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat) for ensuring foundational literacy and numeracy by
Grade 3; Vidya-Pravesh–Guidelines for three-month play-based school preparation module; PM e-
VIDYA to unify all efforts related to digital/online/on-air education to enable coherent multi-mode
access to education; launch of National Curriculum Framework for Foundational Stage (NCF FS) and
Jadui Pitara for play-based learning-teaching material tailored for children between the age group of 3
and 8 years; NISHTHA (National Initiative for School Heads' and Teachers' Holistic Advancement) 1.0,
2.0 and 3.0; Vidya Samiksha Kendra; Integrated Teacher Education Programme; National Digital
Education Architecture (NDEAR) for creating a unifying national digital infrastructure to energise and
catalyse the education ecosystem; implementation of a scheme “New India Literacy Programme or
ULLAS” targeting all non-literates age 15 years and above, etc.

In Higher Education, various initiatives / reforms have been carried out such as National Credit
Framework (NCrF) and National Higher Education Qualification Framework (NHEQF) in conjunction
with guidelines / regulations like Curriculum and Credit Framework for Undergraduate Programme;
Multiple Entry and Exit in Academic Programme offered by Higher Education Institutions;
Transforming HEIs into multi-disciplinary institutions; pursuing two academic programmes
simultaneously; Automated Permanent Academic Account Registry (APAAR ID) of individual student
which will act as lifelong identity to track their educational journey and achievements from, pre-
primary to higher education; introduction of PM-Vidyalaxmi scheme to provide financial support to
meritorious students inter-alia enabling collateral free, guarantor free loan through a simple, transparent
and student-friendly and entirely digital application process; revised regulation of ODL / Online
Education; re-envisioned Malaviya Mission Teacher Training Program to build competencies in faculty
for better teaching; permitting up to 40% credits in regular courses using SWAYAM platform; launch of
new SWAYAM Plus portal with aim to enhance skill and upskilling and reskilling of existing manpower
employed in different sectors; integration of technology in administration of HEIs from admission to
grant of degree through SAMARTH; guidelines on Professor of Practice to enable HEIs to work with
industry experts; guidelines for supernumerary seats for admitting students from abroad in Indian HEIs;
academic collaboration between Indian and foreign HEIs to offer twinning, joint degree and dual degree
programmes; regulation for permitting foreign HEIs to setup campuses in India; enhanced reputation of
the Indian HEIs in international ranking; embedding of Indian Knowledge system in the education etc.

Education is subject of concurrent list and both Central and State governments work collaboratively to
ensure comprehensive, and progressive enhancement of overall quality and growth within the education
sector. NEP 2020 provides different timelines as well as principles and methodology for its52



implementation. Accordingly, Ministry of Education, state governments, education-related ministries,
the regulatory and implementing bodies of school and higher education such as University Grants
Commission, All India Council for Technical Education, National Council for Teacher Education,
National Council of Educational Research and Training, Central Board of Secondary Education,
Universities/Colleges/Schools etc. have started taking initiatives for implementation of NEP 2020.

The Government has been promoting digital education in school education through various initiatives
under Samagra Shiksha, in alignment with the objectives of NEP 2020. The initiatives aim to enhance
the quality of education by integrating technology into teaching and learning processes. Financial
assistance is provided to states and Union Territories (UTs) under Samagra Shiksha for ICT
infrastructure, including ICT Labs and Smart Classrooms, based on their Annual Work Plan & Budget
(AWP&B) approved by the Project Approval Board (PAB). In addition, digital education initiatives
such as DIKSHA and PM eVidya are implemented by the Ministry to provide equitable access to
quality digital learning resources.

Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA) is a One Nation, One Digital platform for
providing quality e-content for school education in states/UTs along with QR coded Energised Textbooks
(ETBs) for all grades. The platform supports both online and offline access, enabling learners to download
content and continue learning without internet connectivity, ensuring equitable access for students.

The Government of India, in the Budget 2025, has announced provision of broadband connectivity to
all Government Secondary schools in rural areas, under the ‘BharatNet’ project by BSNL to enhance
digital infrastructure in remote areas in a phased manner.

For higher education, digital platforms such as SWAYAM, SWAYAM Prabha, e-PG Pathshala and the
UGC e-resource portal provide students with access to quality academic content. The integration of the
UGC e-resource portal with the Digital Seva Portal has further expanded access through Common
Service Centres, particularly in rural areas, while also making selected content available in regional
languages.

To expand flexible learning opportunities, 126 Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) are offering about
802 Online Programmes, while 121 HEIs are offering around 1,699 Open and Distance Learning (ODL)
programmes.

The National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 envisages integration of skill development and vocational
education with mainstream higher education to enhance employability, entrepreneurship and lifelong
learning. At the school level, Skill Education has been integrated as a regular component of education
under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Samagra Shiksha. NSQF-aligned skill courses are offered to
students of Classes IX–XII to enhance employability skills including communication, self-management,
Information and Communication Technology (ICT), entrepreneurship and green skills. In line with NEP
2020, students of Classes VI–VIII are provided pre-vocational exposure through Bagless Days,
internships with local vocational experts and experiential learning.

In higher education, UGC has notified the National Higher Education Qualifications Framework
(NHEQF), aligned with the National Credit Framework (NCrF), to enable integration of general,
vocational and experiential learning. The National Credit Framework facilitates credit accumulation and
transfer across academic, vocational and skill education, while the Academic Bank of Credits (ABC)
supports seamless academic mobility. UGC has also issued Guidelines for Internship/Apprenticeship
Embedded Degree Programmes (AEDP), enabling undergraduate students to acquire industry-relevant
skills through structured internships and apprenticeships integrated with their degree programmes.

AICTE is actively strengthening skill development by embedding it into technical education. It partners
with industries and institutions to offer online skill courses aligned with the regular curriculum, along
with skill-focused programmes, compulsory internships, and vocational degrees. These initiatives are
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designed to build students’ practical abilities and improve employability. Additionally, AICTE has
signed MoUs with leading industries and organisations to support internships, skill-building, and
faculty upskilling, including hands-on exposure to Industry 4.0 technologies.

The Employability Skill module has been included as a part of Job Roles/SWAYAM courses in the
curriculum which includes communication skills, self-management skills, information and
communication technology skills, entrepreneurship skills, and green skills.

To support skill development, the SWAYAM Plus portal has also been launched, focusing on upskilling
and reskilling the workforce. More than 500 courses have been developed, curated from 89 industry
partners across 17 sectors and offered in emerging areas such as AI, Data Analyst etc. So far, more than
6,00,000 students have registered on the platform.

The National Apprenticeship Training Scheme (NATS) bridges the gap between academic learning and
industry requirements by providing structured on-the-job training to graduates and diploma holders. The
Scheme promotes industry-integrated education through Apprenticeship Embedded Degree
Programmes (AEDP), supports apprenticeships in emerging areas such as Artificial Intelligence (AI),
and facilitates academic credit integration through the NATS Assessment and Creditisation Framework.

The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) has also made concerted efforts for
strengthening the skilling ecosystem through its schemes and initiatives. Flagship schemes being
implemented by MSDE include Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), Jan Shikshan
Sansthan (JSS), and the National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS). Further, DGT anchors
long term training through Craftsmen Training Scheme (CTS) and Craft Instructor Training Scheme
(CITS) implemented through a network of over 13,856 ITIs.

Department of School Education & Literacy implements the Samagra Shiksha scheme, an integrated
Centrally Sponsored Scheme for school education from pre-school to Class XII. The scheme provides
support to states and Union Territories for strengthening school infrastructure, including construction of
school buildings, additional classrooms, laboratories, libraries, hostels, residential schools, drinking
water and sanitation facilities, electrification, smart classrooms, ICT laboratories and digital learning
resources.

Department of Higher Education, Government of India is implementing Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha
Abhiyan (RUSA), a Centrally Sponsored Scheme aimed at funding specific State government
universities and colleges, so as to improve its quality by ensuring their conformity to prescribed norms
and standards. The government has launched the third phase of Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan
(RUSA) in June 2023 in the form of Pradhan Mantri Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (PM-USHA), with an
outlay of Rs. 12,926.10 crore, including the committed liabilities of the earlier phases of RUSA, to cater
to the needs of educationally unserved/ underserved areas. Under the Scheme, support is provided to
states/UTs for strengthening infrastructure, including construction of hostels, academic and
administrative buildings, laboratories and other facilities required for improving access and quality in
higher education.

In alignment with the objectives of NEP 2020, and with the aim of making high-quality educational
content in Indian languages accessible for students, the Bharitiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme (BBPS) has
been announced in the Union Budget 2025-26, to provide books in Indian Languages for school and
higher education in digital format. BBPS envisions making educational content available in 22 Indian
languages.

Union Budget 2026-27 has announced setting up of one girls’ hostel in every district through Viability
Gap Funding / capital support to encourage enrolment of girls in STEM institutes / courses.

This information was given by the Minister of State for Education, Dr Sukanta Majumdar, in a
written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

54



Ministry of Education

Grant of Deemed University Status to NCERT

Posted On: 10 AUG 2026 4:15PM by PIB Delhi

The application of National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT),   New Delhi for
grant of Institution Deemed to be University status was examined by the  University Grant Commission
(UGC) through its Expert Committee as per the provisions of   the UGC (Institutions Deemed to be
Universities) Regulations, 2023. The Committee, after   overall assessment, recommended for grant of
Institutions Deemed to be University to NCERT,   New Delhi. Considering the advice of UGC, the
Ministry of Education, vide Notification dated  30.03.2026, declared NCERT, New Delhi as an Institution
Deemed to be University under   Section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956. The said declaration was subject to
condition that it shall take  appropriate steps to commence research programmes as well as doctoral and
innovative  academic programmes. 

The status of Institution Deemed to be University will strengthen the NCERT to promote   educational
research & innovation and collaborate with national and international agencies. It  will further reinforce its
role as a think tank and as national resource institution engaged in   providing technical support to the
Central Government as well as State Governments. 

This information was given by the Minister of State for Education, DR. Sukanta Majumdar, in a
written reply in Lok Sabha today.
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NCERT granted deemed university status,
confirms Education Ministry
TOI Education | Aug 11, 2026, 09.07 AM IST

Printed from

The National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT), the country's national resource institution for school
education, has been granted the status of an Institution Deemed
to be University.
The decision was taken after the University Grants Commission
(UGC) examined NCERT's application through an expert
committee under the provisions of the UGC (Institutions Deemed
to be Universities) Regulations, 2023.

The Ministry of Education declared NCERT, New Delhi, an
Institution Deemed to be University on March 30, 2026, under
Section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956.
The development was disclosed by Minister of State for Education

Dr Sukanta Majumdar in a written reply in the Lok Sabha on August 10.

UGC expert committee recommended NCERT's application

According to the Ministry, NCERT's application for deemed university status was examined by an expert
committee constituted by the UGC.
After an overall assessment, the committee recommended that NCERT be granted the status of an Institution
Deemed to be University.

The Ministry subsequently accepted the UGC's advice and issued the notification granting the new status to
59
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NCERT.

NCERT has been asked to take appropriate steps to commence research programmes as well as doctoral and
innovative academic programmes.

New status to strengthen research role

The deemed university status is expected to strengthen NCERT's role in educational research and innovation.

The Ministry said the new status will also enable the institution to collaborate with national and international
agencies.

NCERT will further continue its role as a think tank and national resource institution, providing technical support
to the Central Government as well as state governments.

The move therefore gives NCERT a wider academic framework while reinforcing its existing role in educational
research and policy support.

NCERT is engaged in providing technical support to both the Central Government and state governments. With
the new status, the institution is expected to further develop its work in educational research and innovation.
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News /  Education /  NCERT deemed university status: Centre reiterates nod while experts warn of autonomy concerns

NCERT deemed university status: Centre reiterates nod while
experts warn of autonomy concerns

The notification released earlier this year also laid conditions governing NCERT’s functioning as a
deemed university. Its academic programmes will have to conform to UGC norms and standards,
while new courses and off-campus centres will have to follow the applicable UGC guidelines.

By: Education Desk

3 min read New Delhi Updated: Aug 11, 2026 06:50 PM IST

Based on the UGC’s advice, the Ministry of Education declared NCERT, New Delhi, an Institution Deemed to be University (Image via NCERT)
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The Ministry of Education on Monday reiterated that the National Council of Educational Research and

Training (NCERT) has been granted the status of an institution deemed to be a university. In a Lok

Sabha response, the Ministry said the NCERT application was examined by a University Grants

Commission (UGC) expert committee under the UGC (Institutions Deemed to be Universities)

Regulations, 2023, which recommended granting the status to the institution.

Based on the UGC’s advice, the Ministry of Education declared NCERT, New Delhi, an institution

‘Deemed to be University’ under Section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956, through a notification dated March 30.

The declaration was subject to NCERT taking steps to commence research programmes as well as

doctoral and innovative academic programmes, the Ministry said.

The Ministry further said that the deemed university status would strengthen NCERT’s role in

promoting educational research and innovation and enable it to collaborate with national and

international agencies. It would also reinforce the council’s role as a think tank and national resource

institution providing technical support to the Central and state governments.

As earlier reported by The Indian Express, the announced and subsequent changes will mark a

significant expansion of NCERT’s role beyond its traditional mandate as the country’s apex school

education body. The new status enables the institution to develop academic programmes, including

doctoral and innovative courses, and expand its research activities.
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The declaration covers NCERT and its six constituent units. These include the Regional Institutes of

Education in Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, Mysuru and Shillong, along with the Pandit Sunderlal

Sharma Central Institute of Vocational Education in Bhopal.

The process to grant the new status had begun with NCERT applying through the UGC portal. A Letter

of Intent was issued in August 2023, as per the report, following which NCERT submitted a compliance

report in November last year. The report was examined and accepted by the UGC’s Expert Committee,

with the proposal subsequently approved at the Commission’s 595th meeting held on January 30, 2026.

The notification released earlier this year also laid conditions governing NCERT’s functioning as a

deemed university. Its academic programmes will have to conform to UGC norms and standards, while
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new courses and off-campus centres will have to follow the applicable UGC guidelines. NCERT has also

been barred from undertaking activities that are commercial and profit-making in nature.

The institution will further have to participate in the annual National Institutional Ranking Framework

(NIRF) rankings and seek accreditation from bodies such as the National Assessment and Accreditation

Council (NAAC) and the National Board of Accreditation (NBA). It will also be required to establish an

Academic Bank of Credits and upload students’ credit records to digital lockers, as done by recognised

higher education institutions.

The decision had also been preceded by concerns within NCERT over the implications of the proposed

transition. As reported by The Indian Express in 2022, an assistant professor had cautioned the NCERT

director that granting deemed university status could affect the council’s academic autonomy and

increase its dependence on UGC regulations.

The government had earlier considered granting NCERT the status of an “institution of national

importance”. The proposal, however, appears to have been set aside as the government proceeded with

the deemed university route.
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Ministry of Education

Parliament Question: Availability of Special
Educators in Schools

प्रविष्टि तिथि: 12 AUG 2026 4:50PM by PIB Delhi

Education is a subject under the Concurrent List of the Constitution and the majority of
schools are under the administrative control of the respective state governments and
Union Territory (UT) administrations. The Department of School Education & Literacy is
implementing the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Samagra Shiksha to support States and
UTs in providing equitable and inclusive quality education from pre-primary to Class
XII.

Under the Samagra Shiksha framework, recruitment and other service matters relating to
teachers, including Special Educators, fall within the domain of the respective State
Governments/UT Administrations. The framework also provides for Special Educators to
be deployed at the block or cluster level, as per requirement, and to work in an itinerant
mode, covering a group of schools where Children with Special Needs (CwSN) are
enrolled, so that their educational needs are adequately addressed.

Under Samagra Shiksha and PM SHRI (PM Schools for Rising India), financial
assistance is provided to States and UTs for strengthening school education, including
maintaining appropriate Pupil-Teacher Ratios (PTRs) and supporting inclusive education.
This includes provision for two Resource Persons for CwSN at each Block Resource
Centre (BRC).

The Department has notified the Pupil-Teacher Ratio (PTR) for Special Educators in
general schools for CwSN vide Notification No. S.O. 4586(E) dated 21.09.2022,
published on 29.09.2022, as follows:

(i)  One Special Educator for every 10 CwSN at the primary level; and

(ii) One Special Educator for every 15 CwSN at the upper-primary level.

 

68



As per UDISE+ 2025–26, 1.17 lakh schools have a dedicated Special Educator. A
statement indicating the State/UT-wise details of enrolment of CwSN and the number
of schools having a dedicated Special Educator, as per UDISE+ 2025–26, is placed at
Annexure.

The Department also supports capacity building of teachers and special educators through
continuous professional development, in-service training, and awareness and sensitization
programmes on inclusive education. National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) has developed online teacher training modules under National
Initiative for School Heads' and Teachers' Holistic Advancement (NISHTHA) for the
Elementary, Secondary and Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) stages,
equipping general teachers to address the diverse learning needs of CwSN. NCERT and
Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) have also developed handbooks on
Inclusive Education to provide practical guidance to teachers for addressing the diverse
needs of children in inclusive classrooms.

Further, the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) has integrated two
dedicated credits on Inclusive Education for CwSN in the Four-Year Integrated Teacher
Education Programme (ITEP) for pre-service teacher education. This is aimed at
equipping prospective teachers with the knowledge and skills required to ensure
inclusion and meaningful participation of CwSN in regular schools and to adapt
teaching-learning processes to address diverse learning needs, including those
associated with learning disabilities.

The Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI), a statutory body of the Government of India
responsible for regulating and monitoring the training of rehabilitation professionals
and personnel, is mandated to develop human resources in 16 categories of
rehabilitation professionals/personnel. RCI has granted approval to 1,081
institutions/universities to offer courses in disability rehabilitation and special
education, thereby contributing to the availability of qualified human resources,
including Special Educators.

*****

 

Annexure

 

ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (A) TO (C) OF THE
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2770 ANSWERED ON 12.08.2026 ASKED BY
SHRI RAJINDER GUPTA, HON’BLE MP REGARDING ‘AVAILABILITY OF
SPECIAL EDUCATORS IN SCHOOLS’.
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State/UT-wise details of enrolment of CwSN and the number of schools having a
dedicated Special Educator

 

 

State/UT

Total CwSN Enrolment
for all management

NumbeR of Schools having
Dedicated Special Educator

India 2211226 116695

Andaman &
Nicobar Islands

872 21

Andhra Pradesh 92055 7094

Arunachal Pradesh 3174 202

Assam 57367 2038

Bihar 179917 10931

Chandigarh 3594 89

Chhattisgarh 81776 2527

DNH&DD 1435 8

Delhi 40829 4160

Goa 4719 133

Gujarat 60010 2161

Haryana 22241 1455

Himachal Pradesh 6369 813

Jammu & Kashmir 20916 1772
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Jharkhand 50440 2092

Karnataka 83204 10874

Kerala 116354 3385

Ladakh 638 24

Lakshadweep 211 9

Madhya Pradesh 158599 9360

Maharashtra 253792 5058

Manipur 4358 440

Meghalaya 4140 144

Mizoram 3999 58

Nagaland 1852 110

Odisha 94031 7040

Puducherry 1159 93

Punjab 51664 2206

Rajasthan 73241 8166

Sikkim 1009 63

Tamil Nadu 129452 3833

Telangana 74743 2826
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Tripura 3276 329

Uttar Pradesh 372739 23489

Uttarakhand 5797 1586

West Bengal 151254 2106

As per UDISE+2025-26

This information was given by the Minister of State for Education, Shri Jayant
Chaudhary, in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

*****

RRTN

(रिलीज़ आईडी: 2298337) आगंतुक पटल : 221

इस विज्ञप्ति को इन भाषाओं में पढ़ें : Urdu , हिन्दी
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Why are India’s students disappearing?

Parliamentary panel flags 73% enrolment drop by

higher secondary
FAREEHA IFTIKHAR 12 August, 2026 07:03 pm IST

A government girls' school in Ferozepur | Fareeha Iftikhar | ThePrint

New Delhi: A parliamentary panel has flagged “drastic decline” of nearly 73

percent in student enrolment as education level progresses from primary to

higher secondary level, and urged the government to upgrade existing primary

and secondary schools into full-fledged higher secondary schools to ensure

accessibility.
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The Parliament Committee on Estimates presented its report titled ‘Budget and

Policy aspects for providing Affordable and Quality Education in the Country

including Review of Central Board of Secondary Education’ in Parliament

Tuesday. The report highlighted the data for the academic year 2024-25.

Similarly it highlights that the out of the total 1 crore schools (including all

government and government-aided schools), there are 91 lakh schools at

primary level, over 4 lakh schools at upper primary level, over 1.6 lakh schools at

secondary level, and only 90,000 schools at higher secondary level in the

country.

“The committee is concerned to note this drastic decline in the number of

schools and students as education levels rise. From the above information, the

committee notes that out of over 1 million government schools, the vast

majority are only primary schools, and nearly 73 percent students drop out

before finishing higher secondary,” the report states.

According to the report, the government’s Unified District Information System

for Education (UDISE) data shows that the number of students enrolled in

primary classes is 6.18 crore, over 4 crore in upper primary classes (from 6 to 8),

which reduces to 2.3 crore in secondary (9 to10), and further down to 1.6 crore in

higher secondary classes (11 to 12).
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The House panel further urged the Ministry of Education to prioritise upgrading

existing primary and secondary schools into full higher secondary schools to

ensure a high school is physically accessible to students belonging to different

communities and to arrest student drop-off rate.

It also states that there is an urgent need to increase the number of schools at

secondary and higher secondary levels.

“Considering that education is placed in the Concurrent List of the Constitution

with most schools under the jurisdiction of the state governments and UT

administration, the committee desires the ministry to impress upon all

state/UT governments to take steps for setting up more secondary and higher

secondary schools so as to increase the enrolment of students in the country,”

the report stated.

‘Increase education expenditure to 6% of GDP’

The committee noted that one of the primary objectives of the New Education

Policy 2020 is to increase public expenditure on education to 6 percent of the

Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

However, it noted that the current combined spending by the Centre and states

stands at only 4.1 percent of the GDP, ”…reflecting a persistent shortfall as NEP

2020 reaches its final year of implementation. The Union Budget 2026-27

provided an allocation of Rs 1,39,286 crore to the Ministry of Education, which

represents an 8.27 percent increase over the previous year.”

The committee further noted that the budget share of the total budgetary

allocation for the Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL) during

the year 2024-25 was only 1.52 percent of the 4.1 percent of the GDP spending on

the education sector.

“The committee feels that education forms the foundation for national growth,

development; and the creation of a vast pool of literate and educated citizens is

essential for the growth of the nation. The committee, therefore, desires that the

budgetary allocation should be adequate to meet the multi-layered challenges of

expanding infrastructure, improving educational outcomes, and strengthening

the overall quality of Indian education,” the report states.
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Underutilisation of NIPUN Bharat fund

The panel further highlighted the underutilisation of funds allocated to the

government’s flagship National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with

Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN) Bharat, launched in July 2021 as a

national mission to ensure that every child attains foundational literacy and

numeracy by the end of Grade 3 by the academic year 2026–27.

While highlighting that there have been notable achievements under the

scheme, the panel observed that there is “substantial” financial underutilisation

reported for Financial Year 2024-25.

It states that out of a total approved national budgetary outlay of Rs 3,02,926.82

lakh earmarked for NIPUN Bharat, the actual expenditure stands at only Rs

1,84,707.58 lakh. It means 39 percent remains unutilised.

The panel also noted that fund utilisation was very low in several states/UTs,

including Assam, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Kerala, Lakshadweep, Sikkim, Punjab,

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu.

The committee observed that such underutilisation of funds is in direct

contradiction to the “critical and urgent national priority” of NEP 2020 to

improve foundational literacy and numeracy skills.

“The committee therefore, recommends the ministry to thoroughly analyse the

systemic bottlenecks causing these implementation delays at the state and UT

levels,” the report states.

(Edited by Viny Mishra)

Also read: Minority student enrolment in schools has risen in past 5 years, but
govt has no religion-wise data
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School Education

Schools lacked time to prepare third language formula under NEP model:
Parliamentary panel
The committee noted that the Union Ministry of Education has taken extensive, practical steps under the National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020 to promote mother tongue-based instruction and multilingualism in early school grades.

PTI

Updated On Aug 13, 2026 at 10:39 AM IST

New Delhi, A parliamentary panel has pointed out that schools have not been provided enough time to prepare for
the introduction of third language Class 6 onwards, noting that recruitment of language staff, availability of study
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material and clarity on language selection led to stress to students, teachers, parents and the school authorities.

The observations are part of the Tenth Report of the Committee on Estimates (2026-27) on "Budget and Policy
aspects for providing Affordable and Quality Education in the Country including Review of Central Board of
Secondary Education" presented to Lok Sabha on Wednesday.

The committee noted that the Union Ministry of Education has taken extensive, practical steps under the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 to promote mother tongue-based instruction and multilingualism in early school
grades.

It said the ministry has successfully collaborated with states/UTs and specialised bodies to establish structural
changes like the flexible three-language formula and the new "R1, R2, R3" language framework.

The ministry has achieved notable progress by translating core discipline textbooks like mathematics, science and
social sciences into all 22 scheduled languages, alongside creating bridge courses and e-contents for smooth
curriculum transitions, the committee noted.
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It also noted that innovative resources have been deployed, including the "Jaadui Pitara" play-based learning kits in
22 languages, the Bhasha Sangam nationwide language exposure programme and 121 mother-tongue language
primers developed with the Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL).

Additionally, organisations like Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) have provided vital pedagogical support by
hiring contractual local language teachers.

However, despite these strong resource frameworks, the committee noted that the requirement of study materials,
teacher training, language teaching staff, etc, have not been foreseen by the ministry.

"The Committee observed that from Class 6 onwards, third language formula has been introduced, however, the
schools have not been provided with enough time to prepare e.g. recruitment of language staff, availability of study
material, and clarity on selection of language, which led to stress to students, teachers, parents and the concerned
school authorities," it said.

The committee recommended that the ministry expedite development of textbook, textual materials, handbooks
and their translation into regional languages so that these may be shared with the states and UTs at the earliest.

The ministry should also take all necessary measures to assist the state/UT education boards for recruitment of
teachers to provide instruction in native languages to support children at foundational and preparatory stages, it
said.

The committee also recommended that the Union Ministry of Education institutionalise a rigorous, state-wise
distribution plan to ensure that translated textbooks, multilingual e-contents and "Jaadui Pitara" kits reach every
rural and government school before the start of each academic session. PTI
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Parliament panel flags 73% student dropouts before
higher secondary, textbook shortages, exam stress
Panel flags curriculum gaps for Classes 9-12, saying textbook shortages and new
app-based exams are causing stress and confusion, particularly among students
appearing for Classes 10 and 12 exams.
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The committee noted that the number of schools at secondary and higher secondary levels was significantly lower
than at primary and upper primary levels. File photo | Express
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A parliamentary panel has flagged a sharp decline in the number of schools
and students as education levels rise, with nearly 73% of students dropping
out before completing higher secondary education, while shortages of new
textbooks and changing examination patterns are adding to academic stress
among those who remain.

The observations are part of the Tenth Report (Eighteenth Lok Sabha) of the
Committee on Estimates (2026-27) on "Budget and Policy aspects for
providing Affordable and Quality Education in the Country including Review
of Central Board of Secondary Education", presented in the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday.

The committee noted that the number of schools at secondary and higher
secondary levels was significantly lower than at primary and upper primary
levels.
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According to the Unified District Information System for Education (UDISE)
2024-25, of the 10,92,671 government and government-aided schools, 9,11,032
are at the primary level, 4,12,805 at the upper primary level, 1,61,808 at the
secondary level and only 90,866 at the higher secondary level.

Student enrolment also declines sharply with rising education levels, from
6,18,45,033 students in primary classes and 4,08,93,978 in classes 6 to 8 to
2,36,68,220 at the secondary level and 1,64,17,949 at the higher secondary
level.

"The committee are concerned to note this drastic decline in number of
schools and students as education levels rises," it said.

"From the above information, the Committee note that out of over 1 million
government schools, the vast majority are only primary schools, and nearly
73% of students drop out before finishing higher secondary," it added.

The committee urged the Education Ministry to prioritise upgrading existing
primary and secondary schools into full higher secondary schools to ensure
that students have physical access to high schools and to reduce the drop-out
rate.

"The Committee are of the view that there is an urgent need to increase the
number of schools at secondary and higher secondary levels," it said.

As education is on the Concurrent List of the Constitution, with most schools
under the jurisdiction of state governments and Union Territory
administrations, the committee urged the ministry to impress upon states
and UTs to set up more secondary and higher secondary schools.

Textbook shortage, exam pattern
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The panel also flagged a gap between curriculum design and implementation
for classes 9 to 12, saying shortages of textbooks and new application-based
Board examination patterns were creating academic stress and confusion,
particularly among students appearing for classes 10 and 12 examinations.

The committee noted that the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)
had aligned its curriculum framework for Grades 9 to 12 with the objectives of
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the National Curriculum
Framework (NCF) 2023.

It, however, said there was a significant gap between curriculum design and
implementation as the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) was still rolling out new textbooks for classes 9 to 12. Schools were
therefore often required to teach an updated, high-order curriculum while
older study materials remained in use.

"The non-availability of textbooks and newer, application-based Board
examination patterns are creating significant academic stress and confusion
for students especially for the students appearing for the Class 10 and 12
examinations," the committee said.

It urged the ministry to take immediate steps to bridge the transition gap by
speeding up the development, printing and nationwide distribution of the
remaining new textbooks.

The committee also urged NCERT to work with CBSE to ensure the successful
implementation of the new initiatives and recommended a nationwide
teacher-capacity building programme to train educators in application-based
pedagogy.

Teacher training

The panel noted that CBSE conducts capacity-building programmes
nationwide, with teachers and principals required to complete at least 50
hours of training every year covering core values and ethics, subject
knowledge and teaching practices.

It appreciated CBSE for training more than 11 million participants through
online and offline programmes over the past five years and providing the
training free of cost to government school teachers.

However, it flagged a sharp fall in online teacher training, from more than 5.3
million participants in 2022 to about 162,814 in 2025.
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While government teachers receive free training, private affiliated schools in
rural and difficult areas have to pay a general training fee plus an additional
Rs 700 per teacher for single-day workshops.

"The Committee are of the view that some of the non-government schools in
rural or semi-urban areas do not have enough budgetary resources to send
their teachers on paid trainings," the report said.

The committee recommended that the ministry maintain continuity in
teacher-capacity building programmes, set annual targets for training and
review training fees so teachers from budget-constrained private schools,
particularly in rural areas, can participate in online programmes.

Advertisement

Fees and digital infrastructure

The panel noted that CBSE exempts visually impaired candidates from
examination fees but has a uniform fee of Rs 1,600 for five subjects for
students appearing in India.

It said CBSE did not provide financial concessions or fee waivers for socio-
economically disadvantaged sections and recommended targeted exemptions
for economically weaker and socially disadvantaged groups "in order to
lessen the financial burden and give them opportunity to continue their
education".

The committee also recommended greater transparency in CBSE answer-
sheet evaluation through standardised and objective assessment.

It said the Board's digital infrastructure under Pariksha Sangam should be
continually upgraded to ensure "foolproof security and efficiency" for Board
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examinations as well as national selection tests such as the Central Teacher
Eligibility Test (CTET) and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya Selection Test
(JNVST).

Disability access

The panel flagged a severe gap in infrastructure for children with special
needs (CwSN), noting that more than half of schools lack CwSN-friendly
facilities.

According to UDISE+ 2024-25, of 14,71,437 schools nationwide, only 5,23,143
have CwSN toilets and 8,08,466 have ramps with handrails.

During 2024-25, Rs 482 lakh was allocated for constructing 186 CwSN toilets,
but only Rs 2.60 lakh was utilised, with no progress against the physical
targets.

"The severe gap in the availability of CwSN friendly infrastructure shows that
more than half of the schools across the country are devoid of CwSN friendly
infrastructure," the committee said.

The panel also noted that only Rs 80.50 lakh was utilised against a budgetary
grant of Rs 962 lakh for special educators in the elementary section, with
limited progress in recruiting and retaining educators for CwSN students.

It recommended that the ministry set annual targets for the utilisation of
funds and execution of CwSN-related projects, provide safe and accessible
infrastructure within a fixed timeframe and assess the requirement for
special educators nationwide.

Education spending

On public spending, the committee noted that one of the key objectives of
NEP 2020 was to raise public expenditure on education to 6% of gross
domestic product.

However, combined spending by the Centre and states currently stands at
4.1% of GDP, it said, reflecting a persistent shortfall as NEP 2020 reaches its
final year of implementation.

The Union Budget 2026-27 allocated Rs 1,39,286 crore to the Education
Ministry, an increase of 8.27% over the previous year.
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NCERT has over 1,500 vacant posts, 44% positions
unfilled at CBSE, parliamentary panel says
TOI Education | Aug 13, 2026, 11.38 AM IST

Printed from

More than half of the sanctioned posts at the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) are vacant, while 44
per cent of positions at the Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) remain unfilled, a parliamentary committee has said,
flagging staff shortages at the two key school education bodies.
The findings are part of the Tenth Report (Eighteenth Lok Sabha)
of the Committee on Estimates (2026-27) on ‘Budget and Policy
Aspects for Providing Affordable and Quality Education in the
Country including Review of Central Board of Secondary
Education’, which was presented to the Lok Sabha on Wednesday.

NCERT has 1,596 vacant posts

The committee noted that NCERT has played a key role in shaping educational policies in India, including the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which aims to transform the education system.

The Education Ministry informed the committee that NCERT has developed the National Curriculum Framework
for Foundational Stage (NCFFS) and the National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCFSE). It has
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also initiated the process of developing syllabi and textbooks based on these frameworks in line with the vision of
NEP 2020.
The committee, however, expressed concern over the large number of vacancies across various posts in NCERT.

It noted that as of October 2025, against a sanctioned strength of 2,844 posts across various branches of NCERT,
the actual strength stood at 1,248, leaving 1,596 posts vacant.

Of these, 145 vacancies were in academic posts, 131 in school teaching, 916 in ministerial posts and 404 in ancillary
posts.

"The Committee are of the view that having so many posts vacant in NCERT which is an apex body instrumental
in rethinking and reshaping education in a manner that is national in scope, deserve urgent attention of the
Ministry," the report said.

The committee said "sincere effort should be made by the Ministry for filling up of various vacancies", considering
the role of education in the growth of the country and the role played by NCERT in bringing about this
transformation.

CBSE has 933 vacant positions

The committee also expressed concern over a "major shortage" of permanent staff at CBSE.

It noted that out of 2,117 approved positions, 933 posts, or 44 per cent, are vacant. The shortage is particularly high
among Group C support staff, where 595 positions remain unfilled.
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The committee further noted that CBSE is currently relying on temporary and contractual staff to handle its day-
to-day work.

"The Committee are of the view that such shortage of permanent staff may put the safety, quality, and smooth
running of major national board exams at serious risk," the report said.

The panel strongly recommended that CBSE "should stop relying on temporary contractual workers for sensitive
exam works" and take necessary measures to fill all vacant positions through fast-track recruitment in a time-
bound manner.

CBSE affiliation and student numbers have grown

The committee also noted that CBSE is a self-funded autonomous body and does not receive any grant-in-aid
from the ministry.

The number of schools affiliated with CBSE has increased from 3,787 in 1992-93 to 31,234 in 2024-25, as of October
8, 2025.

The committee noted that CBSE has expanded to 25 regional offices and five sub-regional offices to cater to the
requirements of a growing number of students.

"By 2025, student numbers rose to over 1.70 million in Class XII and over 2.38 million in Class X," it said.94



The staffing concerns flagged by the panel come as the board continues to handle examinations and other
academic responsibilities for a growing network of affiliated schools and millions of students. The committee has
now called for vacancies at both NCERT and CBSE to be addressed, with particular emphasis on strengthening
permanent staff at CBSE for sensitive examination-related work.
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CBSE announces NISHTHA courses for teachers,
845+ Virtual Labs on DIKSHA platform
TOI Education | Aug 14, 2026, 08.39 AM IST

Printed from

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has issued two
separate notices for schools, teachers and students. One notice is
about the enrolment of teachers and school heads in NISHTHA
courses for the 2026-27 academic session. The other informs
schools about more than 845 curriculum-aligned Virtual Labs and
digital learning resources available through the DIKSHA platform.

NISHTHA courses for 2026-27

The first notice invites teachers and school heads to enrol in
NISHTHA courses for the April to October 2026 cycle. The National
Initiative for School Heads' and Teachers' Holistic Advancement

(NISHTHA) is a professional development programme aimed at improving the skills of teachers and school heads.

For the 2026-27 academic year, courses are being offered under NISHTHA Category II (Proficiency Courses) and
NISHTHA Category III (Advanced Courses). The courses are being offered through the Central Institute of
Educational Technology-National Council of Educational Research and Training (CIET-NCERT).
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Under NISHTHA Category II, two courses are available:

NISHTHA Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN)
NISHTHA Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)

These courses are meant for all school heads and teachers working at the foundational and preparatory stages,
up to Grade 5.

The enrolment closing date for these courses is August 31, 2026, while the course closing date is September 15,
2026.

Under NISHTHA Category III, the following courses are available:

Cyber Hygiene Practices: Personal Digital Devices
Environmental Hazards of Electronic Waste (E-waste)
Action Research
Catch the Rain (English)
Catch the Rain (Hindi)

These courses are open to all school heads and teachers.

Teachers and school heads can access the courses through the NISHTHA courses portal. The board has also asked
97



schools to share the information with teachers and encourage them to take part in the courses.

845+ Virtual Labs available on DIKSHA

In its second notice, CBSE has informed schools about more than 845 curriculum-aligned Virtual Labs and digital
learning resources available through DIKSHA.
The resources have been developed by the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology through CIET-NCERT. The Virtual Labs are mainly focused on Science and Mathematics and are
mapped to the NCERT curriculum.

Students and teachers can access these resources in several ways.

The DIKSHA (Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing) portal and mobile app provide grade-wise, subject-
wise and chapter-wise access to Virtual Labs.

Virtual Labs are also mapped with QR codes in NCERT textbooks. Students can scan the relevant QR code to
access the available digital resources.

The board has also provided grade-wise QR codes that give access to Virtual Labs and chapters across different
grades.

Another feature is Ask DIKSHA, an artificial intelligence-powered tool that allows users to search for relevant
Virtual Labs and other digital resources. 98



Students can also use DIKSHA Personalised Adaptive Learning (PAL) courses to access Virtual Labs through the
platform.

CBSE has asked all affiliated schools to share the information with students, teachers and other stakeholders and
encourage them to use these learning resources.

The two notices are aimed at supporting teacher training as well as giving students and teachers easier access to
digital learning material through the DIKSHA platform.
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JMI hosts faculty development programme with
CIET-NCERT
TNN | Aug 14, 2026, 03.48 PM IST

Printed from

The Department of Educational Studies, Faculty of Education,
Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) in collaboration with the Central Institute
of Educational Technology (CIET), NCERT, organised a three-day
Faculty Development Programme (FDP) on “ICT and Emerging
Technologies for Teachers, Teacher Educators and Pupil Teachers”
from 10 to 12 August, 2026. The programme was designed to
strengthen the technological and pedagogical capacities of
teachers, teacher educators and pupil teachers and to enable
them to engage meaningfully, critically and creatively with the
rapidly changing landscape of educational technology.
Approximately 100 participants, including pre-service and in-
service teachers, postgraduate students and research scholars,

have been participating in the programme.
The first day commenced with the registration of participants through the DIKSHA application, followed by a pre-
test designed to assess their existing knowledge and understanding of the themes related to the programme.
The welcome address was delivered by Prof. Aejaz Masih, Head, Department of Educational Studies. He
highlighted the growing importance of ICT and emerging technologies in contemporary education and
appreciated the collaborative efforts of CIET, NCERT and the Department of Educational Studies in organizing the
programme.
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An overview of the FDP was subsequently presented by Prof. Shireesh Pal Singh, Professor, Media Production
Division, CIET, NCERT. He explained the aims, objectives, need, scope and overall structure of the programme. He
elaborated on the course content and explained how the FDP had been designed to familiarize teachers, teacher
educators and pupil teachers with contemporary ICT developments and emerging technologies relevant to
education. He also explained the role of the DIKSHA platform in the implementation, assessment and
certification of the programme, including the pre-test and post-test.
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Prof. Prakash Chandra Agarwal, Joint Director, NCERT, gave an insightful keynote lecture that traced the
evolution of technology and its growing influence on educational processes. Reflecting on the transition from
analogue technologies to semiconductor-based developments, Prof Agarwal explained how technological
advancement has progressively transformed the ways in which education is conceived and delivered. He recalled
the idea of technology as an “equalizer” in education and emphasized that its meaningful use depends upon
ensuring that all learners are able to benefit from technological opportunities.

The presidential remarks by Prof. Mazhar Asif, Vice-Chancellor, JMI, added a deeper philosophical and educational
dimension to the inaugural session. Beginning with the Urdu couplet, he reflected upon the deeper meaning of
education, learning and human experience. He made an insightful distinction between “Gyaan” (knowledge) and
“Shiksha” (education), emphasising that education is much broader than the accumulation of information. True
education, he suggested, involves understanding, values, experience and the meaningful application of
knowledge.
Prof. Asif placed particular emphasis on experiential learning, encouraging educators to create opportunities
through which learners can connect theoretical knowledge with real-life experiences. He also shared reflections
from his own experience as a member of the committee involved in the drafting of the National Education Policy,
providing participants with a valuable policy-oriented perspective on contemporary educational transformation.
His reflections connected the broader objectives of the FDP with the changing professional role of teachers in an
increasingly technology-mediated educational environment.
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School Education

Noida schools told to cap smart board use at 30 mins for primary, 60 mins
for upper primary
The Gautam Buddh Nagar administration said in a statement that the directions apply to all government, aided and

private schools in the district, with designated magistrates and nodal officers tasked with monitoring compliance.

PTI

Updated On Aug 14, 2026 at 10:41 AM IST

Noida, Schools across Noida and Greater Noida have been asked by the district administration to cap daily screen
time at 30 minutes for primary students and 60 minutes for upper-primary students following complaints that
children in several schools were spending four to five hours a day using smart and digital boards.
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The Gautam Buddh Nagar administration said in a statement on Thursday that the directions apply to all
government, aided and private schools in the district, with designated magistrates and nodal officers tasked with
monitoring compliance.

The administration said parents' associations had complained that smart and digital boards were being used
continuously for teaching, including displaying textbooks and conducting classwork, question-answer sessions and
homework.

"Smart and digital boards are a supplementary medium to make teaching more effective, but their continuous and
unnecessary use should not affect the health, studies, sports and other activities of students," the statement noted.

The administration said prolonged screen exposure could increase the possibility of eye strain, short-sightedness,
headaches, reduced concentration and other physical and behavioural problems among students.

The guidelines call for "limited, balanced and purposeful use of smart boards and digital boards" in schools, keeping
in view the health and overall development of students.
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The administration directed schools to ensure that screen time "does not exceed 30 minutes in primary classes and
60 minutes in upper-primary classes."

Schools have been asked to use smart boards mainly "for explaining difficult concepts and displaying pictures,
videos and necessary teaching material" rather than continuously displaying textbooks.

For writing, practice, question-answer sessions and activities involving student participation, schools have been
directed to ensure regular use of blackboards, whiteboards or greenboards, it said.

The administration also directed schools to "maintain screen brightness and classroom lighting appropriately",
ensure students maintain a proper distance from screens and "provide breaks after about 20 minutes of screen use".

For online classes, schools have been asked to follow NCERT guidelines regarding session duration and breaks, as
well as the 20-20-20 practice, under which students should look at an object at least 20 feet away for 20 seconds
after every 20 minutes of screen use.

Schools have also been asked to promote activity-based learning, reading, writing, sports, group activities and
physical exercise.

If students show symptoms such as eye irritation, headaches or blurred vision, parents should be informed
immediately and medical advice sought where necessary, the administration said.

Schools have also been asked to conduct quarterly eye examinations and share the reports with parents, according
to the statement.

School management committees have been directed to discuss the guidelines on balanced use of smart and digital
boards and students' health, with the minutes of such meetings to be shared with parents during parent-teacher
meetings.

Schools have further been encouraged to introduce "digital-free periods, digital zero days and digital detox"
activities to provide students adequate opportunities for sports, creative work, reading and social interaction away
from screens, it added.

Designated magistrates and nodal officers will monitor compliance in the schools allotted to them and submit
reports through the District Inspector of Schools, Gautam Buddh Nagar, the administration said. PTI
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Mandya: 65 govt schools temporarily clo
over low student enrolment
The district has 1,609 govt schools. Despite concerted efforts by teachers and schoo

authorities to increase enrolment, several schools continued to have only a handfu

students. Consequently, the education department decided to temporarily close 65

and shift the enrolled students to nearby institutions to ensure better access to ed

facilities.

Mandya: As many as 65 govt schools in Mandya district have been

temporarily closed this academic year due to poor student enrolment,

with the children being shifted to nearby schools, including Karnataka

Public Schools (KPS).

1 Min Read

TNN

Published On Aug 15, 2026 at

10:08 AM IST

110

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu5mKgbDo6Fwx2AbN3L7_Ou3H1Y6WKLCDd-ETFBLBPZLuhoWGm6rRvTKsu-9ECuo7j9Bxt5zthE-LGmSbcUyA8e5x4arPl3MYmK2a2-L2LEfdf5OaepT2PhMLI4oFZO4DEHd58W0v4nlB8t2kd-ecRwm2lEbGw9BJiscE_CEBS2T7aG72UZV_rIE8jo1FFvrOVpIFXX98r-muDCFkuOgUQhVg0KsVJWRzdA1dzaixeXYZX9-Lu24WzjAscm4rE_mh1OIVl2AW2uAdu0ysVxVpD2EXEqprBlYpWHzdwfBvteXToTgzfytYpjvEXlamEqBqXv_xvjzo6Is-bgXcvOqQDwQZphaVFblwq_ZmnlCOjZcv4rzILWBk1mjU-zNCu94A6clxQgyae75cZNm6MkR_WzXB-UBtJKDccd1iugyQZYpbMvzpvrWrXUFu4X2NOBe7XRYsak0V4MTbJpI7umqwqrzoMHxfvCpFmKF1pxy79tsSEnOupPelwU6TDE5cEkysSd9VQiems8tAKA4IfA-cAMjpn_6Q2Xpm3plYGH&sai=AMfl-YSrEjIM1a-sDCddHrX9_XE6kxsqxHh8pE5pvi4rkP5kiLhN63xtypf0VmNMWspqmELJY0kt6zSyj_Q6nzpcJCRrdp1RxblSGs9WAAewAvXbscJraA2gHfT3DAhBKPxM9dgo3Xuz3XOpipn123TQMURGxZhrp7VSbM03eTEah8t_tCOdlOnXxUhO5CG6U7GwOYQreMYPtrdEzEAuNn1pLN4Ii69B2_PqIkpBzyvTesInuV3aerFdMSIirUuNaNf9-944eljCatFB1xCm_h5THC2u5XEtNjosM5VOCi_kgEypHpgecdOaNJS_m8v1FFU5KfjAsWcF66eaIlzbA2gcLDxXMt6QA_MYlGGvtTh-EobHnLyonWPNjzzlavDQk3vb&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDURUmOABm17EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/l.php?banner=banner&banner-dfp-leader-board-banner-leaderboard&activity_name=featured-959217-campaign-microsite-0&type=2&ebid=ZzVMcEticXVRRTJUOG5BNitPTTBrQT09&url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.economictimes.indiatimes.com%2Fednxt-ahmedabad%3Fag%3Dbanner%26utm_medium%3Dbanner-dfp-leader-board-banner-leaderboard%26utm_campaign%3Dfeatured-959217-campaign-microsite-0
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu5mKgbDo6Fwx2AbN3L7_Ou3H1Y6WKLCDd-ETFBLBPZLuhoWGm6rRvTKsu-9ECuo7j9Bxt5zthE-LGmSbcUyA8e5x4arPl3MYmK2a2-L2LEfdf5OaepT2PhMLI4oFZO4DEHd58W0v4nlB8t2kd-ecRwm2lEbGw9BJiscE_CEBS2T7aG72UZV_rIE8jo1FFvrOVpIFXX98r-muDCFkuOgUQhVg0KsVJWRzdA1dzaixeXYZX9-Lu24WzjAscm4rE_mh1OIVl2AW2uAdu0ysVxVpD2EXEqprBlYpWHzdwfBvteXToTgzfytYpjvEXlamEqBqXv_xvjzo6Is-bgXcvOqQDwQZphaVFblwq_ZmnlCOjZcv4rzILWBk1mjU-zNCu94A6clxQgyae75cZNm6MkR_WzXB-UBtJKDccd1iugyQZYpbMvzpvrWrXUFu4X2NOBe7XRYsak0V4MTbJpI7umqwqrzoMHxfvCpFmKF1pxy79tsSEnOupPelwU6TDE5cEkysSd9VQiems8tAKA4IfA-cAMjpn_6Q2Xpm3plYGH&sai=AMfl-YSrEjIM1a-sDCddHrX9_XE6kxsqxHh8pE5pvi4rkP5kiLhN63xtypf0VmNMWspqmELJY0kt6zSyj_Q6nzpcJCRrdp1RxblSGs9WAAewAvXbscJraA2gHfT3DAhBKPxM9dgo3Xuz3XOpipn123TQMURGxZhrp7VSbM03eTEah8t_tCOdlOnXxUhO5CG6U7GwOYQreMYPtrdEzEAuNn1pLN4Ii69B2_PqIkpBzyvTesInuV3aerFdMSIirUuNaNf9-944eljCatFB1xCm_h5THC2u5XEtNjosM5VOCi_kgEypHpgecdOaNJS_m8v1FFU5KfjAsWcF66eaIlzbA2gcLDxXMt6QA_MYlGGvtTh-EobHnLyonWPNjzzlavDQk3vb&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDURUmOABm17EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/l.php?banner=banner&banner-dfp-leader-board-banner-leaderboard&activity_name=featured-959217-campaign-microsite-0&type=2&ebid=ZzVMcEticXVRRTJUOG5BNitPTTBrQT09&url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.economictimes.indiatimes.com%2Fednxt-ahmedabad%3Fag%3Dbanner%26utm_medium%3Dbanner-dfp-leader-board-banner-leaderboard%26utm_campaign%3Dfeatured-959217-campaign-microsite-0
https://b2b.economictimes.indiatimes.com/business-summit-rajasthan?ag=top_promo&utm_source=top_promo&utm_content=Rajasthan+Business+Summit+2026&utm_medium=newsDetail&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=1
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaApyDCDTkJvajY7oZ46?ag=top_promo&utm_source=top_promo&utm_content=WhatsApp+Channel&utm_medium=newsDetail&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=2
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/newsletter?ag=top_promo&utm_source=top_promo&utm_content=ETEducation+Newsletters&utm_medium=newsDetail&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=3
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/?utm_source=header_logo&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://eteducation.sng.link/Dqz2j/tr2o/p4k3
https://eteducation.sng.link/Dqz2j/tr2o/p4k3
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/events?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/awards?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/webinars?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/brand-solutions?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
javascript:void(0);
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/industry?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/interviews?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/videos?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/higher-education?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/school-education?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/government-policies?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/exclusives?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/school-education
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/karnataka+public+schools
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/karnataka+public+schools
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/karnataka+public+schools
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/karnataka+public+schools
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/agency/87654367/TNN
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=et%20education


Government schools

The district has 1,609 govt

schools. Despite concerted

efforts by teachers and

school authorities to

increase enrolment, severa

schools continued to have

only a handful of students.

Consequently, the educatio

department decided to

temporarily close 65 schoo

and shift the enrolled students to nearby institutions to ensure better

access to educational facilities.

DDPI Basavaraj said most of the schools had only three or four students

making it difficult to continue classes separately. “Teachers and school

authorities made every possible effort to increase the enrolment rate.

While these efforts yielded positive results in many places, some school

continued to have very low enrolment. In such cases, the students were

shifted to nearby schools, including KPS institutions,” he said.

Basavaraj said his does not mean that the institutions have been

permanently shut down. The schools can be reopened if there is

sufficient demand and enrolment in the coming years. If a school fails to

achieve the required minimum student strength continuously for three

years, the department may consider closing it permenantly as per the

norms.
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The department is also expected to intensify efforts to attract students

to govt schools by highlighting the facilities, infrastructure and

educational programmes available in them. tnn

Published On Aug 15, 2026 at 10:08 AM IST

See more on: Mandya district schools, government school closures, low student enrolment,

educational facilities Mandya, Karnataka Public Schools
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Govt rolls out ‘Unnati’ for teacher training
Aug 15, 2026, 12.35 AM IST

Printed from

Lucknow: UP govt has introduced ‘UNNATI’, a technology-enabled
system aimed at strengthening training of teachers and ensuring
its direct impact on classroom learning.
Under the programme, primary school teachers and Shiksha
Mitras are being trained in foundational literacy and numeracy
(FLN) and the effective use of NCERT textbooks.

A distinctive feature of UNNATI is its online supervision
mechanism. Training sessions will be monitored through video
conferencing by officials, experts and departmental consultants.
To facilitate this, every training venue is being equipped with
high-resolution web cameras, microphones, sound systems and

high-speed internet connectivity.

According to officials, each training batch will receive a dedicated online monitoring link generated by the block
education officer before the programme. This will enable continuous observation of training activities and ensure
adherence to prescribed quality standards, said a govt spokesperson.
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NCERT Invites Students to Participate in Vikram Sarabhai

Space Quiz 2026 Ahead of National Space Day
Edited by: TN Education Desk Updated Aug 16, 2026, 14:12 IST

NCERT has announced the Vikram Sarabhai Space Quiz 2026 for students of Classes 6 to

12. The national-level quiz, based on India’s space programme, aims to promote interest in

space science, with top performers getting a chance to attend National Space Day

celebrations in Ahmedabad.

FOLLOW US FOLLOW US

The National Council of Educational Research and Training

(NCERT) has invited school students across the country to

participate in the Vikram Sarabhai Space Quiz 2026. This

national-level competition is centred around India’s space

programme and related subjects, offering students a

platform to test and expand their knowledge in this field.

The quiz is open to students studying in Classes 6 to 12 and

is designed to assess their understanding of topics such as
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ISRO missions, space science, satellites, astronomy and

space technology. Through this initiative, students will get

an opportunity to engage with key aspects of India’s

advancements in space and scientific research.

Two Categories for Students

To ensure fair participation, students have been divided

into two categories based on their classes. The junior

category includes students from Classes 6 to 8, while the

senior category is meant for students studying in Classes 9

to 12.

The competition will be conducted across five zones. From

these, the top 30 zonal winners will be selected and given

an opportunity to attend the National Space Day 2026

event in Ahmedabad, making it a significant incentive for

participants.

How Students Can Participate

Students interested in taking part in the quiz can access it

through the DIKSHA platform. Separate course links have
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been provided for both categories to make participation

easier and more organised.

For students in Classes 6 to 8, the quiz is available through

the DIKSHA course designed for the junior category.

Similarly, students from Classes 9 to 12 can participate

through the corresponding course created for the senior

category.

Aim and Organising Bodies

The Vikram Sarabhai Space Quiz 2026 is being organised

ahead of National Space Day, which will be observed on

August 23. The initiative aims to encourage school students

to learn more about India’s space programme and to

develop a deeper interest in science and technology.

NCERT has shared details of the quiz through its official

social media handle. The initiative is being conducted with

the involvement of the Ministry of Education, DIKSHA and

the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO),

highlighting a collaborative effort to promote scientific

learning among students.
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भारत सरकार
पत्र सूचना कार्यालय

Social Welfare

Beyond the Numbers: Decoding India's
School Education Progress

UDISE+ 2025–26 Report (NEP Structure)

Posted On: 17 AUG 2026 3:05PM

The UDISE+ Report 2025–26 presents a comprehensive assessment of school education in
India, covering 14.67 lakh schools, 1.03 crore teachers, and 24.72 crore students. It
highlights improvements in enrolment, Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER), teacher availability,
pupil–teacher ratios, retention and transition rates, alongside reduced dropout rates. The
report also records progress in digital and physical infrastructure, greater participation of
women teachers, and continued advances in gender equity, social inclusion, and accessible
education, reinforcing evidence-based planning under NEP 2020.

 

Data-Driven Governance in Education: Insights from UDISE+
The Unified District Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+) is a digital platform
developed by the Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSE&L) to collect and
manage comprehensive school education data across India. Since its launch in 2018–19,
UDISE+ has facilitated evidence-based planning, policymaking, and monitoring of educational
progress. It also serves as a key data repository for tracking the implementation of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which seeks to ensure universal access, equity, quality
learning, and improved student retention.

School Education Landscape
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The UDISE+ 2025–26 report reflects a strengthening Indian school education system that
comprises nearly 14.67 lakh schools, 1.03 crore teachers, and over 24.72 crore enrolled
students. This sustained enrolment and improved teacher availability translates to an average
of seven teachers and 169 students per school. Consequently, the system maintains a highly
favourable overall Pupil–Teacher Ratio (PTR) of 24:1, sitting comfortably well within the
NEP 2020-recommended benchmark of 30:1.

Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER): Expanding Access to School Education

121



The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) at the Secondary stage improved to 71.7%, while the
Middle stage GER stood at a consistently high 89.6%.  Enrolment remained well distributed
across all stages of school education, with the Secondary stage accounting for 27.16% of
total enrolment, followed by the Preparatory stage (25.60%), Middle stage (25.58%), and
Foundational stage (21.66%). Together, this balanced distribution and the rising secondary
GER reflect India's continued progress in expanding educational access and sustaining student
participation throughout the schooling continuum.

Favourable Pupil–Teacher Ratio: Improving Learning Outcomes
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In 2025–26, the PTR across all stages of school education reflected continued improvements in
teacher availability. The stage-wise PTR stood at 10:1 at the Foundational stage, 12:1 at the
Preparatory stage, 17:1 at the Middle stage, and 21:1 at the Secondary stage.

These highly favourable ratios enable greater individual attention, foster effective classroom
engagement, and create an optimal environment for improved learning outcomes.

Pupil-Teacher Ratio

The pupil–teacher ratio (PTR) measures the number of students per teacher at a specific
level of education. For example, a PTR of 10:1 means, on average, one teacher is available
for 10 students at a particular stage. A lower PTR enables teachers to provide greater
individual attention, develop stronger teacher–student interactions, and improve the quality
of teaching and learning.

 

Improved Student Retention and Lower Dropout Rates

The UDISE+ 2025–26 report highlights sustained progress in keeping children within the
Indian school system. The dropout rate notably declined to 1.8% at the Preparatory stage
and 7.0% at the Secondary stage. While the Middle stage saw a marginal increase to 3.6%,
dropout rates across all three stages remain significantly lower than in 2022–23.

This positive trend is mirrored by strong student retention rates, which stood at 98.5%
(Foundational), 91.1% (Preparatory), 83.7% (Middle), and 51.9% (Secondary).
Furthermore, transition rates between successive stages remained robust—with 99.2% of
students progressing from the Foundational to the Preparatory stage, 93.8% moving to the
Middle stage, and 88.3% advancing to the Secondary stage. Together, these metrics underscore
a clear and improving continuum of educational access and student progression.

Decline in Single-Teacher and Zero-Enrolment Schools

In 2025–26, the number of schools operating with a single teacher decreased by approximately
3% to 1,00,843, while zero-enrolment schools saw a significant 29% decline compared to the
previous year (2024-25), dropping to 5,663. These improvements reflect continued efforts to123



rationalise teacher allocation, optimise deployment, and ensure that educational resources are
more effectively aligned with student needs across the country.

Gender and Social Inclusion

The UDISE+ 2025–26 report reflects continued progress towards a more inclusive school
education system. Girls accounted for 48.4% of total student enrolment, indicating a balanced
gender distribution across schools. Women also continued to play a significant role in the
teaching workforce, constituting 54.9% of all teachers.
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The social composition of school enrolment remained broad-based and representative. Students

from Other Backward Classes (OBCs) accounted for the largest share at 44.9%

of total enrolment, followed by the General category (27.5%), Scheduled

Castes (17.7%), and Scheduled Tribes (10%). Together, Scheduled Caste and

Scheduled Tribe students comprised 27.7% of total enrolment, reflecting sustained efforts to
promote equitable access to school education. This commitment to inclusivity also extends to
Children with Special Needs (CWSN), a demographic comprising 57.16%

boys and 42.84% girls. Collectively, this data highlights India's dedication to
advancing inclusive education through accessible infrastructure, specialised support services,

and equitable learning opportunities for all students.

Infrastructure Development

The UDISE+ 2025–26 report highlights significant strides in modernising school infrastructure
to create a more conducive environment for teaching and learning. On the digital front, the
proportion of schools equipped with computers increased to 69.9%, and internet
connectivity rose to 67.4%, expanding opportunities for technology-enabled education.
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Basic infrastructure in schools also recorded steady gains with the availability of:

Electricity in 95% of schools

Safe drinking water in 99.5% of schools

Girls’ toilets in 98.5% of schools

Boys’ toilets in 97.2% of schools

Handwashing facilities in 96.9% of schools

Libraries in 90.5% of schools

Rainwater harvesting in 29.9% of schools

Ramps with handrails in 58.2% of schools.

Together, the expansion of these digital and physical facilities reflects a sustained commitment
to improving accessibility, inclusivity, and the overall quality of India's educational landscape.

Decoding Progress: Key Takeaways from UDISE+ 2025–26

The UDISE+2025–26 report reflects continued progress in strengthening India's school
education system through improved access, equity, quality, and infrastructure. The new report
highlights key gains in teacher availability, favourable pupil–teacher ratios, student retention
and transition, gender parity, social inclusion, digital readiness, and school infrastructure,
underscoring sustained efforts to improve educational outcomes across the country.
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New edu minister says teachers' quality depends on
competence, empathy: 'AI shouldn't replace human values'
Joshi said teacher competence and empathy are key to education quality, while urging responsible
AI use without replacing human values.

Updated on: Aug 18, 2026, 13:04:00 IST
By Sanjay Maurya , New Delhi

Prefer HT
on Google

Union education minister Pralhad Joshi on Monday said the quality of education depends
on the competence and empathy of teachers, underlining their central role in
implementing the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and building a “Viksit Bharat” by
2047.
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Union Education Minister Pralhad Joshi said teachers’ competence and empathy are central to education quality
and urged responsible use of AI at the NCTE event (PTI)

Advertisement

Addressing the National Council for Teacher Education’s (NCTE) 32nd Foundation Day
celebrations through a video message, Joshi said, “Educational quality rests on the
competence and empathy of our teachers” and highlighted the role of the four-year
undergraduate Integrated Teacher Education Programme (ITEP) course in teacher
preparation.
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Also read: Education minister Pralhad Joshi chairs first meeting over NTA-related
concerns, aims for stronger exam systems

ITEP to become sole recognised teacher qualification from
2030

ITEP is set to become the only recognised qualification for school teacher recruitment
from 2030. NCTE has expanded ITEP from a pilot in 42 institutions with 3,950 seats in
2023-24 to over 409 institutions offering over 38,000 seats this academic year.

On the use of artificial intelligence in teacher education, Joshi said it should be leveraged
responsibly to improve teaching while retaining the human element. “AI should enrich
pedagogy without replacing essential human values,” he said.
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Also read: Course for only teacher degree for post-2030 jobs scaled up without
framework

NCTE’s foundation day celebrations at Gautam Buddha University, Greater Noida, were
held alongside a national conference on ITEP, themed “Reflection, Reform and Future
Readiness”, with more than 400 ITEP institutions participating in hybrid mode.

Delivering the welcome address, Professor Pankaj Arora, Chairperson, NCTE, provided
an overview of NCTE’s transformative journey and outlined the Council’s ongoing
commitment to building a robust teaching ecosystem aligned with national priorities.

NCTE launches apps for teacher mentoring, professional
development

Several new initiatives were launched at the event. NCTE launched the MITRA and
PUSHTI mobile applications under the National Mission for Mentoring (NMM) and
National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST), respectively, to support teacher
mentoring and continuous professional development.

Advertisement

NCTE also released implementation handbooks for the two initiatives, publications on ‘AI
in Teacher Education’ and ‘Pedagogy in Higher Education,’ and new volumes of its
journals ‘Anweshika’ and the ‘Indian Journal of Teacher Education.’ The Vidya Samiksha
Kendra (VSK) at NCTE headquarters was also made operational.
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Home  Bharat

From Notice Board to Knowledge Hub: How NEP 2020 Saarthi Corners
are transforming student awareness
The NEP Saarthi Corner is one of the smallest ideas in India's education reform and one of its most
consequential. It has taken policy off the noticeboard and put it into conversation

Vivek Kumar — Aug 18, 2026, 08:00 pm IST inBharat ,  Education

NEP Saarthi Corner is turning the complex provisions of NEP 2020 into accessible, practical opportunities for students across India
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New Delhi: The Indian higher education system carries a student population of roughly 4.3 crore, spread
across some 1,100-plus universities and more than 45,000 colleges. Gross Enrolment Ratio stands near 28 per
cent; the Policy commits the country to 50 per cent by 2035. Female enrolment has crossed two crore and now
approaches parity, a structural change in Indian society that few countries have achieved at this speed.

Into that vast, uneven, multilingual system, NEP 2020 introduced not one change but a dozen simultaneous
ones. Multiple entry and multiple exits, so that leaving is no longer failing. The four-year undergraduate
programme with research. The Academic Bank of Credits, which turns learning into a portable asset rather
than an institutional possession. The National Credit Framework, which finally places vocational and
academic learning on one ladder. Credit recognition for SWAYAM online courses. Indian Knowledge Systems
restored to the curriculum. The dissolution of the rigid science-commerce-arts partition that had quietly
narrowed Indian minds for seventy years.

Every one of these is a genuine expansion of student freedom. Every one of them is also, on first encounter,
confusing. A student who does not know that an exit is not an ending drops out permanently instead of
temporarily. A student who never registers on the Academic Bank of Credits cannot transfer what she has
earned. Unexplained rights are unused rights.

An idea that respects how students actually learn things
The conventional response would have been another circular, another portal, another advisory to Vice-
Chancellors. The University Grants Commission chose differently, and the choice reflects real institutional
maturity.
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Students do not learn about policy from policy documents. They learn from the senior in the next room, from
a hostel conversation at eleven at night, from the classmate who has already filled the form. The NEP Saarthi
initiative accepts that reality and works with it, recruiting students themselves as ambassadors of the reform
and giving them a designated space on campus, the Saarthi Corner, from which to work.

The word was well chosen. A saarthi is a charioteer. He does not fight the battle and does not choose its object.
He holds the reins steady and tells the warrior clearly what lies in front of him. That is precisely the function
not instruction, but orientation.

What the Corner delivers
It closes the last mile at almost no cost. A reform is only as strong as its weakest point of transmission, and in
India that point has always been the ordinary undergraduate college far from the metropolitan university. A
corner requires a wall, a table and willing students. Set against a Ministry of Education outlay of well over a
lakh crore rupees and against schemes such as PM-USHA with its multi-thousand-crore commitment to
strengthening state institutions, the Saarthi Corner is a rounding error that carries the message the rest of the
money is paying for.

It borrows credibility that no administration can manufacture. A principal explaining multiple entry and exit
is an authority defending a decision. A third-year student explaining the same thing is a peer sharing
information. The second is believed. This is not a small advantage it is the whole ball game.

It operates in the language of the district. A Saarthi in Bhagalpur explains in Bhojpuri, in Coimbatore in Tamil,
in Guwahati in Assamese, in Nashik in Marathi. No central communication apparatus can localise at this
granularity. Peer networks do it without being asked and do it in the idiom that carries conviction.

It converts abstract entitlements into completed transactions. The measure of the Academic Bank of Credits is
not how many students have heard of it but how many hold an ID. The measure of SWAYAM, with its
thousands of courses and enrolments running into crores, is not availability but uptake. Corners have become
the place where a student is walked through registration on a phone, there and then. Awareness becomes
action at the table.

It builds the ambassadors themselves. The Saarthi learns to read an official document, address a room, field a
difficult question and say honestly that she will find out. For many, this is the first responsibility they have
carried that was not an examination. The Policy asks Indian education to produce graduates with
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communication, initiative and civic sense; the initiative quietly manufactures exactly that in the students
who run it.

It creates a channel that points upward. This is the most underappreciated function of all. A corner that
records what students actually ask becomes a live diagnostic of the reform. When the same query about credit
transfer arrives two hundred times in a semester, the system has learned something no survey would have
told it as quickly. Good governance is not the absence of friction; it is the ability to detect friction early. The
Saarthi network gives the reform a nervous system.

Reaching the student who needs it most
There is one constituency for whom all of this matters more than for anyone else, and it is worth naming. A
large share of India’s undergraduates are the first in their families to reach a college gate. Their parents cannot
advise them on credit portability, because the concept did not exist when they were young and in most cases
neither did the opportunity. They have no cousin working in a university office, no family friend who can
decode a circular over dinner. What they have is a phone, a WhatsApp group and whatever the senior in the
next room happens to believe.

For that student, information asymmetry is not an inconvenience. It is the mechanism by which advantage
reproduces itself. The child of educated parents will find out about the fourth year with research, the minor in
a second discipline, the internship that carries credit. The first-generation learner, sitting in the same
classroom, often will not and will conclude that these things were meant for somebody else.

A Saarthi Corner is a direct assault on that asymmetry, and it is cheap enough to place in precisely the
districts where the asymmetry is worst. When a young woman in a small-town college learns that stepping
out for a year to manage a family situation need not end her degree, that a diploma is a real credential rather
than a mark of failure and that her credits will wait for her in a national bank until she returns, an
abstraction in a policy document becomes a door she can actually see. That is not communication work. That
is equity work, conducted with a table and a poster.

Also Read: US: Indian-American community in New Jersey sets Guinness World Record for largest flagpole number
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A good initiative earns the right to be strengthened, and the road ahead is clear enough. Training should be
refreshed as rules evolve, so that the Saarthi is never the last to know. Every corner benefits from a faculty
mentor with the standing to obtain answers quickly, so that a hard question travels upward rather than
stalling at the desk. A digital twin on the institution’s website extends the corner to the student who will not
walk up to a table but will read a page at midnight.

The questions received deserve to be logged and summarised annually and published; they would sharpen
implementation across the country faster than any inspection. The role itself deserves formal recognition as
community engagement or skill credit under the National Credit Framework, an elegant proof that the system
means what it says about valuing work outside the lecture hall. And rotation each year ensures that what one
cohort learns is handed on rather than lost at graduation. None of this is expensive. All of it is the difference
between a good idea and a permanent institution.

India is attempting something few large democracies have tried: the simultaneous restructuring of
curriculum, credit, assessment and institutional design across tens of thousands of campuses, on a timetable
measured in years rather than generations. It is an ambitious undertaking and ambition of that order is
usually undone not by opposition but by opacity, by the ordinary student who never quite understood what
was on offer and therefore never claimed it.

The NEP Saarthi Corner exists to make sure that does not happen. It costs almost nothing. It uses the one
channel students genuinely trust. It turns beneficiaries into participants. And it treats the young not as
recipients of reform but as its carriers, which is in the end both the most practical and the most respectful
assumption a state can make about its own citizens.

The charioteer never won the war himself. He kept the field in view and gave clear counsel at the moment it
was needed, and the outcome followed from that. Every corridor in the country that now has a corner, a table
and a student willing to sit at it has quietly acquired the same advantage. It is a small thing to have built. It
may prove to be one of the load-bearing ones.
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Gen Alpha protest in Bhopal: Regional School students oppose Kendriya Vidyalaya merger

Regional School students in Bhopal protested against the proposed merger with Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan and submitted a

memorandum. They said the move could dilute the schools' experimental identity and warned of phased agitation.
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Bhopal witnessed a "Gen Alpha" protest as students of the Regional School demonstrated against the proposed merger of the

Demonstration Multipurpose School (DMS) with the Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS). The students staged a protest outside

Bhopal's Gen Alpha students launch protest against Regional School merger with KV (Screen grabs: ITG)
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the school, raised slogans against the decision and expressed concern that the merger could undermine the institution’s

original purpose of promoting educational innovation and experimentation.

The protesting students said the Demonstration Multipurpose Schools, also known as Regional Schools, have been functioning

under the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) since December 1965. Such experimental schools

were established in four cities — Bhopal, Ajmer, Mysuru and Bhubaneswar — with the objective of developing innovative

teaching methods and experimenting with new approaches to education.

  Gen Alpha protest in Bhopal: Regional School students oppose Kendriya Vidyalaya
merger

01:0401:04
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Students and members associated with the school said they were opposed to the proposal to merge these institutions with the

KVS. They argued that bringing the schools under a different administrative structure could affect their distinctive identity and

the academic experiments for which they were established.

During the protest, students raised slogans and made it clear that they would not accept the merger. They later submitted a

memorandum to Regional College principal Professor S K Gupta, formally placing their objections and demands on record.
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The protesters demanded that the decision be withdrawn and the existing system of the experimental schools be retained. They

said the institutions should instead be strengthened as centres for educational innovation and research.

Students also warned that if their demands were not considered soon, they would intensify their protest in a phased manner.

They said they would continue to raise the issue through peaceful demonstrations and take their concerns to the authorities

and the concerned departments.

ADVERTISEMENT

The protest marks the beginning of opposition in Bhopal to the proposed merger, with students insisting that the original vision

behind the experimental schools should not be diluted.
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By: PTI 4 min read

Schools across Delhi will now have vocational education and a third language as compulsory components for

Class 9 students, with the Delhi Government revising the examination and promotion system for the current

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

Delhi schools to introduce
vocational education, third
language in Class 9 under revised
rules
The revised rules prescribe that a student must secure at least 33 per cent separately in internal,
or, practical and external assessment in each of the six main subjects, it said and added that
students must also secure at least 25 per cent in the annual examination to be eligible for
promotion.

New Delhi Updated: Aug 19, 2026 09:13 AM IST

ASER figures also show that enrolment in secondary schools was 49.5 per cent in 2022-23. This dropped to 45.7 per cent in

2023-34, and then drastically to 26.1 per cent in 2024-25 till it subsequently improved.
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academic session. The new system also introduces optional advanced-level assessments in Mathematics and

Science.

Under the revised scheme, the six main subjects for Class 9 students will be Language-1, Language-2,

Mathematics, Science, Social Science and Vocational Education — Kaushal Vikas. These subjects will form the

basis for academic progression and promotion to Class 10, according to the Directorate of Education.

Vocational Education has been introduced as a mandatory subject to give students early exposure to skill-

based learning and employability skills, the Directorate said in a circular issued on Monday. It has also made

a third language (R3) compulsory from Class 9. Students will continue with the same three-language

combination they studied in Class 8, with one of the three languages being opted as R3, it stated.

READ | CBSE eases three-language policy; current Class 10 students exempted

The third language will be a qualifying subject and will be assessed entirely at the school level. The

marksheet will show whether a student is ‘qualified’ or ‘not qualified’.

“A student who does not qualify in a third language during Class 9 can still be promoted to Class 10 if the

student meets the other promotion criteria. However, the student will have to clear the Class 9 R3

assessment while studying in Class 10 and cannot appear for the Class 10 Board examination without

qualifying in the third language,” it read.

The revised scheme also introduces two levels of Mathematics and Science for Class 9. All students will take

the common Mathematics and Science examinations based on the prescribed syllabus, while students

seeking to study beyond the standard syllabus can opt for Mathematics Advanced, Science Advanced or both,

it said.

The advanced-level examination will carry 25 marks and be one hour-long, with questions focused on

higher-order thinking skills. Marks obtained in the advanced examinations will not be counted for promotion

or the overall aggregate. Students securing at least 50 per cent in the advanced examination will have the

achievement reflected on their marksheet, it read.

The Directorate has discontinued the existing Mathematics Basic and Mathematics Standard examination

structure for the Class 9 batch from 2026-27. The existing system will, however, continue for Class 10

students in the 2026-27 session, the circular mentioned.

Also Read | CBSE makes three-language formula mandatory for Class 9 from 2026

As part of the revised curriculum, ‘Individuals in Society’, Art Education and Physical Education and Well-

Being have also been made compulsory curricular areas, with school-based assessment. Computational

Thinking and Artificial Intelligence (CT & AI) will be introduced as structured modules in all schools during

2026-27 and will become a compulsory subject from the 2027-28 session, the department said.
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The revised rules prescribe that a student must secure at least 33 per cent separately in internal

assessment/practical and external assessment in each of the six main subjects, it said and added that

students must also secure at least 25 per cent in the annual examination to be eligible for promotion.

The Directorate has retained provisions for grace marks and compartment examinations. Students failing in

up to three of the six main subjects can appear for the compartment examination, while those who remain

ineligible for promotion or compartment examination will be declared ‘Essential Repeat’ and have to repeat

Class 9.

The changes have been introduced in line with the National Education Policy, 2020 and the National

Curriculum Framework for School Education, 2023, with an emphasis on competency-based, skill-oriented

and multidisciplinary learning, it added.
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The high cost of a free bus
ride: A lesson from Kerala

How India plans to count
caste this time — and what
went wrong earlier
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NEP 2020 | Viksit Bharat | School education | UDISE+ 2025-26 | Digital
Education

Transforming school education for a stronger
foundation of Viksit Bharat
Author: Umanath Singh

India’s school education system is undergoing a significant
transformation driven by a sustained focus on access, quality, equity,
inclusion and technology. The latest UDISE+ 2025-26 report provides
compelling evidence of this progress, reflecting the Narendra Modi
government’s commitment to building an education system that
prepares young Indians for the opportunities and challenges of the
21st century.

The scale of India’s school education system itself is remarkable. The
country now has nearly 14.67 lakh schools, 1.03 crore teachers and
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more than 24.72 crore students. Against this enormous scale,
improvements in teacher availability, enrolment, retention,
infrastructure and digital connectivity demonstrate the importance of
sustained policy attention and data-driven governance.

One of the most encouraging developments is the improvement in
the pupil-teacher ratio. In 2025-26, the overall ratio stood at 24:1,
comfortably within the National Education Policy 2020 benchmark of
30:1. At the foundational, preparatory, middle and secondary stages,
the ratios stood at 10:1, 12:1, 17:1 and 21:1 respectively. Better teacher
availability means greater individual attention for students and
creates a stronger foundation for improving learning outcomes.

The government’s emphasis on ensuring that children remain within
the education system is also producing encouraging results. Dropout
rates have declined significantly compared with 2022-23, with the rate
at the preparatory stage falling to 1.8 percent and at the secondary
stage to 7 percent. Strong transition rates between successive stages
further indicate that more children are continuing their educational
journey rather than being pushed out of it.

The decline in single teacher and zero enrolment schools is another
positive development. The number of single teacher schools fell by
around 3 percent to 1,00,843 in 2025-26, while zero enrolment schools
declined by 29 percent to 5,663. These changes point towards better
deployment and utilisation of educational resources across the
country.

The transformation is equally visible in the area of gender equality
and social inclusion. Girls constitute 48.4 percent of total student
enrolment, while women account for 54.9 percent of the teaching
workforce. The participation of students from scheduled castes,
scheduled tribes and other socially disadvantaged groups
demonstrates the broadening reach of school education. The
continued focus on children with special needs further underlines the
government’s commitment to making education accessible to every
section of society.

Infrastructure development has emerged as another important pillar
of this transformation. Electricity is now available in 95 percent of
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schools, while safe drinking water reaches 99.5 percent. Girls’ toilets
are available in 98.5 percent of schools and boys’ toilets in 97.2
percent. Libraries are available in 90.5 percent of schools, while
handwashing facilities have reached 96.9 percent. Such basic
facilities are fundamental to creating a safe, dignified and conducive
environment for learning.

With the Narendra Modi government recognising that the school of
the future must be digitally connected, the proportion of schools
equipped with computers has risen to 69.9 percent, while internet
connectivity has reached 67.4 percent. This expansion of digital
infrastructure can help bridge geographical and socio-economic
divides and give students access to new learning resources,
technology and knowledge networks.

The UDISE+ system itself represents an important governance
innovation. By creating a comprehensive national database covering
schools, teachers and students, it enables policymakers to identify
gaps, monitor progress and allocate resources more effectively. Its
role in tracking the implementation of the National Education Policy
2020 strengthens the government’s ability to make education policy
increasingly evidence-based rather than dependent on fragmented
information.

The broader significance of these developments lies in their alignment
with the vision of NEP 2020. The policy seeks to create an education
system based on universal access, equity, quality, holistic
development and technology-enabled learning. The latest UDISE+
data indicates that this vision is increasingly being translated into
measurable improvements on the ground.

India’s young population is one of its greatest national assets. The
quality of education provided to this generation will directly influence
the country’s productivity, innovation capacity, social mobility and
global competitiveness. The Narendra Modi government’s sustained
emphasis on strengthening the foundations of school education is
therefore not merely an investment in classrooms and infrastructure,
it is an investment in India’s human capital and its long-term
development.
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The journey is continuing and challenges remain. Ensuring universal
digital connectivity, improving learning outcomes, reducing
secondary level dropouts further and strengthening education quality
across regions will require sustained effort. Yet the progress captured
by UDISE+ 2025-26 provides considerable reason for optimism.

From better teacher availability and improved retention to stronger
infrastructure, digital readiness, gender balance and social inclusion,
India’s school education system is steadily becoming more
accessible and resilient. These gains reflect a governance approach
that combines policy reform with measurable outcomes and
technology-enabled monitoring. By strengthening the educational
foundations of millions of children, the Narendra Modi government is
helping prepare a confident, skilled and empowered generation that
can contribute meaningfully to the making of a ‘Viksit Bharat’.
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Ministry of Education

President of India Smt Droupadi Murmu to Confer
National Teachers Awards on 48 school teachers

on Teachers Day 2026

प्रविष्टि तिथि: 21 AUG 2026 10:15PM by PIB Delhi

The President of India Smt Droupadi Murmu will confer National Teachers Awards on 48 school
teachers at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi on September 5, 2026. Short documentaries on each awardee
depicting the exemplary work done by them will be showcased at the Event.

The Department of School Education & Literacy, Ministry of Education, organizes a national-level
function on Teachers Day (September 5) every year to confer the National Teachers Awards on the best
teachers of the country, selected through a rigorous, transparent and online selection process. The
purpose of the National Teachers Award is to celebrate the unique contribution of some of the finest
teachers in the country and to honour those teachers who, through their commitment and industry, have
not only improved the quality of school education but have also enriched the lives of their students.

Online self-nominations from eligible teachers for the National Teachers Awards 2026 were invited from
15.06.2026 to 20.07.2026 through the Ministry of Education’s portal
http://nationalawardstoteachers.education.gov.in.

This year, a total of 48 school teachers have been selected through a three-stage selection process at the
District, State and National levels by the Department of School Education & Literacy. The 48 selected
school teachers are from 27 States, 7 Union Territories and 6 Organizations of the Central Government.
Of the 48 selected school teachers, 26 are male and 22 are female.

The event will be telecast live on Doordarshan and the SWAYAM PRABHA channels of the Ministry of
Education and streamed live at https://webcast.gov.in/moe. The programme can also be watched live on
various social media channels of the Ministry of Education.

The list of awardees is attached and is not arranged in any particular order of merit.

National Teachers Awards - 2026 Department of School Education and Literacy

Sl.No. Name State / UT of Org School Name & Address
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1 SHRI J
PRAKASH RAO

A AND N ISLANDS PM SHRI GMSSS
MAYABUNDER, POKADERA

2 SHRI RAJESH
KOULURI

ANDHRA PRADESH MPPS CHINAMALLUPETA,
CHINAMALLUPETA

3 MS. YAKU
TAME

ARUNACHAL
PRADESH

GOVERNMENT SECONDARY
SCHOOL G-SECTOR

NAHARLAGUN, PAPUMAPRE
DISTRICT. ARUNACHAL
PRADESH, WARD NO. 16

IMC

4 SHRI RAJESH
BORDOLOI

ASSAM ADARSHA TRIBAL HIGHER
SECONDARY SCHOOL,

JORHAT, KALBARI

5 MS.
KHUSHBOO

KUMARI

BIHAR URDU PRIMARY SCHOOL
BIDAYDIH, BIDAYDIH

6 MS. PUSHPA
PRASAD

BIHAR MIDDLE SCHOOL
KUCHAIKOTE KANYA,

KUCHAIKOTE

7 MS. RADHA
RAJESH

C.I.S.C.E. NEW HORIZON PUBLIC
SCHOOL, INDIRANAGAR

8 MS. SANGEETA
YADAV

CBSE ST. JOSEPH'S CONVENT SR
SEC SCHOOL, WARD NO 8

IDGAH HILLS

9 SHRI RAVI
JAISWAL

CHANDIGARH GOVT. MODEL HIGH
SCHOOL MALOYA

COLONY

CHANDIGARH, MALOYA
COLONY
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10 MS. SUNITA
YADAV

CHHATTISGARH GOVT M S KHICHARI,
KHICHARI

11 MS. PATEL
PURNIMA

MOHANLAL

DADRA AND NAGAR
HAVELI AND DAMAN

AND

DIU

GHS DALWADA, DALWADA

12 MS. SUMAN
GOEL

DELHI GSKV POOTH KALAN,
POOTH KALAN

 

13 MD. ZAFAR ALAM Eklavya Model
Residential Schools
under Ministry of

Tribal Affairs

EMRS KARANJIA,
BINURIA (TATO)

14 SHRI MAHADEV
HANAMANT SHINDE

GOA GUJARATI SAMAJ-
SPECIAL SCHOOL,

AQUEM

15 SHRI NITINKUMAR
MAHENDRAKUMAR

PATHAK

GUJRAT RANGPUR PRIMARY

SCHOOL, RANGPUR

16 SHRI ANIL KAUSHIK HARYANA GMSSSS SANGHI
ROHTAK, SANGHI

17 MS. MANJARI V
MAHAJAN

HIMACHAL
PRADESH

GOVERNMENT
SENIOR

SECONDARY
SCHOOL, BHALETH,

BHALETH

18 MOHD AYAZ RAINA JAMMU AND
KASHMIR

HSS DALHORI, DALHORI
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19 MS. MUNMUN
BHATTACHERJEE

JHARKHAND MS BARMASIA,
BARMASIA

20 MS. RATHNAKUMARI S KARNATAKA GOVERNMENT HIGHER
PRIMARY SCHOOL

SAMATAGARU,

HONNEBAILU

21 MS. AMUTHA J Kendriya
Vidyalaya
Sangathan

PM SHRI KENDRIYA
VIDYALAYA NO 2

MADURAI, MADURAI

22 DR. MANISHA
KHETRAPAL

Kendriya
Vidyalaya
Sangathan

PM SHRI KV NFR
RANGIYA, RANGIA

23 SHRI SUNIL KUMAR
KP

KERALAM GHSS IRIKKUR, IRIKKUR

24 SHRI MOHD MUSTAFA
KUMAL

Ladakh GOVT. MIDDLE SCHOOL
ZGANGJING, SANKOO,

KANOOR

           

           

25 DR. ARCHANA
SHUKLA

MADHYA PRADESH GOVT. MAHATMA
GANDHI SANDIPANI HR.

SEC SCHOOL BHEL
BHOPAL,

BHEL BHOPAL
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26 SHRI SHAILENDRA
PRATAP SINGH

MADHYA PRADESH GOVERNMENT MIDDLE
SCHOOL KANJWAR,

VILLAGE KANJWAR POST
PONDI JODOURI BLOCK

MAJHAULI DISTRICT
SIDHI MADHYA PRADESH

27 DR. KAVITA
NARSINGRAO

GITTE

MAHARASHTRA SANE GURUJI NIVASI
VIDYALAYA KAIJ, SANE

GURUJI NIWASI
MADHYAMIK
VIDYALAYA

KAIJ DHARUR ROAD KAIJ

28 MS. KUNDA
JAYAWANT
BACHHAV

MAHARASHTRA NMC SCHOOL NO.18,
ANANDWALII, NASHIK,

MAHARASHTRA,

ANANDWALLI

29 SHRI
WANGLEMBAM
GOBIN SINGH

MANIPUR LAIKON UPPPER
PRIMARY SCHOOL,
KONGBA MAKHA

NANDEIBAM LEIKAI

30 MS.
LALNUNMAWII

MIZORAM GOVERNMENT ELECTRIC
VENG HIGH SCHOOL,

ELECTRIC VENG

31 SHRI R RONALD
MERU

NAGALAND GHSS SECHU ZUBZA,
SECHU

32 SHRI VAIBHAV
VASANTRAO
KULKARNI

Navodaya Vidyalaya
Samiti

PM SHRI SCHOOL
JAWAHAR NAVODAYA

VIDAYALAYA LATUR, 12
NO. PATI NEAR

MANJARA SUGAR
FACTORY BARSHI ROAD
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33 SHRI PADARAJ
UMAKANTA NAYAK

ODISHA GOVERNMENT
HIGH SCHOOL

ALIPINGAL,
ALIPINGAL

34 SHRI GANESAN S   VIDUTHALAI VEERAR R

PUDUCHERRY SEENUVASAN GOVERNMENT
HIGH SCHOOL,

METTUPALAYAM

35 SHRI DINESH
KUMAR

PUNJAB GOVT VICTORIA GIRLS
SENIOR SECONDARY

SCHOOL PATIALA,
PATIALA

36 DR DIVYENDU
SEN

RAJASTHAN MAHATMA GANDHI
GOVERNMENT SCHOOL

PACHPAHAR,
PACHPAHAR

37 DR VARTIKA
GULAT

RAJASTHAN GGUPS TUMLI KA BAS
CHAKSU JAIPUR, POST

JAGAT SHIROMANI PURA

38 SHRI
SHIVPRASAD

ARVIND
TINGARE

Sainik Schools Under
M/o Defence

SAINIK SCHOOL
SATARA, SATARA

 

Sainik Schools Under M/o
Defence

SAINIK SCHOOL SATARA,
SATARA

 

39 MS. SUSHMA
TAMANG

SIKKIM

 

 

PM SHRI GOVERNMENT
SENIOR SECONDARY

SCHOOL DIKLING,
DIKLING
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40 SHRI THANGA
RAJ M

 

 

TAMIL NADU PANCHAYAT UNION
PRIMARY SCHOOL

PULIYAMPATTI,
PULIYAMPATTI

 

 

41 MS. BHAVANI
BOMPELLY

 

 

TELANGANA

 

 

MPPS GIRLS GANDHARI,
GANDHARI

42 SHRI RANJAN
DEBNATH

 

 

TRIPURA

 

 

PM SHRI SABROOM
GIRLS HS SCHOOL,

SABROOM

 

 

           

43 DR. RENU
TRIPATHI

UTTAR
PRADESH

GOVT. BALIKA INTER COLLEGE
VIJAY NAGAR GHAZIABAD,

WARD NO. 14

(MUNICIPAL AREA)

44 DR. IFTKHAR
KHAN

UTTAR
PRADESH

GOVERNMENT INTER COLLEGE
BALLIA, JAGDISHPUR BALLIA

45 MS. SHALINI
KUSHWAHA

UTTAR
PRADESH

COMPOSITE SCHOOL
RASOOLABAD, KOILAHA

46 SHRI GABAR
SINGH

UTTARAKHAND GOVT. UPS MUSYAKHAND, MAIRA

170



47 SHRI PALASH
CHOWDHURY

WEST BENGAL SRI RAMKRISHNA SARADA
VIDYAPITH PRIMARY SCHOOL,

WARD NO 30

48 SHRI SANTANU
PATRA

WEST BENGAL GOVT. MODEL SCHOOL,
NAYAGRAM BLOCK, BARANIGUI

47 SHRI PALASH
CHOWDHURY

WEST BENGAL SRI RAMKRISHNA SARADA
VIDYAPITH PRIMARY SCHOOL,

WARD NO 30

48 SHRI SANTANU
PATRA

WEST BENGAL GOVT. MODEL SCHOOL,
NAYAGRAM BLOCK, BARANIGUI

 

 

*****

RRTN

(रिलीज़ आईडी: 2302212) आगंतुक पटल : 2231

इस विज्ञप्ति को इन भाषाओं में पढ़ें : Urdu , हिन्दी , Telugu
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August 22, 2026

Education reform must factor in well-being

Copy Link X WhatsApp Share

By Neerja Birla

We have spent decades asking what our children need to learn. Perhaps it is time to ask another

question: what do they need in order to learn well? GetStudy Guides

Education in India has changed significantly. Curricula have become more progressive;

technology has expanded access to knowledge and assessment is gradually moving beyond rote
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learning. These changes reflect a larger shift in how we think about preparing young people for an

uncertain future. Yet one part of that preparation is still often treated as secondary: the emotional

experience of learning.

A child does not leave their worries at the classroom door. Pressure to perform, fear of disappointing

parents, friendship struggles, loneliness or uncertainty about the future can influence how they

concentrate, participate and respond to challenges. If education is meant to prepare young

people for life, then how they feel while learning cannot remain separate from what they learn.

This is why I believe the next chapter of education reform must place emotional wellbeing

alongside academic development. Not instead of excellence, but as an essential part of enabling it.

The need is increasingly visible. An NCERT survey conducted in 2022, cited by UNICEF India, found

that 11% of students reported anxiety, 14% experienced extreme emotions, and 43% reported mood

swings. The importance of early intervention is equally clear: half of all mental health disorders

begin by age 14, and 75% by the mid-20s.

These figures should prompt us to look beyond whether a child is keeping up academically and

consider whether they are developing the emotional resources to cope with the demands placed

upon them.

Emotional literacy is not a soft skill. It is a life skill. It begins with giving children the vocabulary to

understand what they are experiencing. A child who can recognise frustration before it becomes

anger, understand anxiety rather than simply fear it, or articulate that they need help is developing a

capacity that will remain valuable far beyond school.

A psychologically safe classroom allows children to question, disagree, make mistakes and try

again without feeling diminished. If children associate mistakes with embarrassment or failure with

loss of worth, they may become more focused on avoiding errors than on discovering, experimenting

and learning.

The role of the teacher is therefore changing too; not into that of a mental-health professional, but

into that of an informed and observant adult within a child's support system.

A sudden withdrawal, behavioural change or disengagement can sometimes signal that a child is

struggling. Teachers need not become mental-health professionals, but they do need the awareness

to recognise such signs, respond with empathy and know when professional support may be

required.

Invest In India's Tomorrow

India's future depends on its children, their future depends on You. Support them
today.

CRY- Child Rights and You
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This also means rethinking how we interpret behaviour. Children facing mental-health concerns may

be labelled "lazy", "hyperactive" or "naughty" when they may actually need understanding and

support. In one school-based intervention, 95% of teachers reported a positive change in how they

perceived students with mental-health concerns. Download Interactive Maps

Student referrals offer another important insight: 20% were related to poor academic performance,

while others involved aggressive behaviour. Such changes should not automatically be viewed as

disciplinary issues; they can also signal that a child may be struggling emotionally.

But recognition is only the first step. Students must also have access to the right support, without

placing the entire responsibility on teachers.

UNICEF India notes that India has only 0.75 psychiatrists per 100,000 people, with shortages

extending to psychologists and psychiatric social workers. This is why strengthening mental

wellbeing in education cannot mean placing another responsibility on teachers and schools without

strengthening the wider support system.

Schools need clear pathways to professional care, while counselling must be normalized as a

resource rather than viewed as a last resort. Equally important is bringing parents into the

conversation and strengthening relationships between students, teachers and families.

Often, meaningful support begins with something simple: an adult who listens without immediately

comparing, correcting or trying to solve everything.

The experience of implementing the curriculum demonstrates how strengthening emotional skills

and relationships can create a school environment that is more conducive to learning, while also

contributing to academic outcomes. Across all grade levels, students became better at managing

their emotions and more willing to seek help when needed. Both coping skills and help-seeking

behavior improved significantly from baseline to endline across every age group.

The impact was also visible beyond the classroom, with parents observing positive changes in how

children handled everyday conflicts. When students are equipped to regulate emotions, seek help

and build healthier relationships, classrooms can become more supportive spaces where both well-

being and learning can thrive.

The approach must also recognise that wellbeing does not look the same for every young person.

The pressures faced by a school student may differ from those experienced in university.
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Adolescence, young adulthood, family circumstances, social environments and individual

experiences all shape how challenges are experienced.

A responsive approach to wellbeing must therefore be responsive rather than one-size-fits-all.

When a young person is unable to cope, the consequences can affect attendance, learning, 

educational progression and, later, employability and participation in the workforce. Supporting

wellbeing early is therefore not merely an investment in individual children. It is an investment in the

country's human potential.

A report card can tell us what a child has learnt. It cannot tell us whether they have developed

confidence, empathy, adaptability or the ability to recover from disappointment. These qualities

shape how young people navigate relationships, decisions, setbacks and opportunities. Get

Study Guides

That does not mean lowering academic expectations. Quite the opposite. We should want young

people who can pursue excellence without tying their entire sense of worth to achievement; who

can experience failure without seeing themselves as failures.

The next education reform, therefore, should not ask us to choose between achievement and

wellbeing. It should recognise that the two are deeply connected.

Education has always been about preparing the mind for what lies ahead. The next step is to

recognise the person behind that mind, their emotions, relationships, confidence, vulnerabilities and

capacity to adapt.

Perhaps the question for the next education reform is no longer only what do we want our children

to learn? It is also: what do we want them to be equipped to handle when the lesson ends?

If the answer includes uncertainty, failure, relationships, change and the inevitable challenges of life,

then emotional wellbeing cannot remain at the margins of education.
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Representative image of a classroom.  Credit: iStock Photo

New Delhi: Fewer than one in every 12 secondary schools in India offer vocational subjects despite
guidance under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the National Curriculum Framework
(NCF) to integrate vocational education and employability skills from Grade 6, as per a recent report by
the NITI Aayog.
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The government think-tank listed skill integration in schools among core reforms required to achieve
the aim of a developed India by 2047.

Also Read: Amid CJP school ‘inspections’, Eknath Shinde orders review of Maharashtra education sector;
seeks action plan

Also Read: Amid CJP school ‘inspections’, Eknath Shinde orders
review of Maharashtra education sector; seeks action plan

“Skilling must begin early and be embedded within the school system to shape employability, choice,
and progression later in life,” it said.

To address the skill gap in the Indian education system, the Aayog pitched for introduction of 'General
Employability and Entrepreneurship Skills' universally from Grade 6 through Grade 12. It also called
for structured vocational pathways from Grade 9 onwards to enable deeper vocational specialisation
aligned to local and national skill demand.
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ADVERTISEMENT

The National Education Policy (NEP), which was approved by the Union Cabinet in July 2020,
envisages integration of skill development and vocational education with mainstream higher
education to enhance employability, entrepreneurship and lifelong learning. However, more than six
years later, its implementation remains limited.

Also Read: Andhra govt school enrolment 'drops' despite claims of student shift from pvt schools: Jagan
Mohan Reddy

Also Read: Andhra govt school enrolment 'drops' despite claims
of student shift from pvt schools: Jagan Mohan Reddy

The Aayog suggested the introduction of digital skill passports to track learnings of individuals over
time. It should be anchored on the Automated Permanent Academic Account Registry (APAAR) id, it
said.
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“A single national account or Skills Passport, using the APAAR ID as a common, interoperable learner
identifier, that brings together verified credentials, skills, and work experience can provide continuity
across the life course,” it said.

The Skills Passport can enable stackable learning records, support access to jobs, apprenticeships, and
skilling opportunities, and act as the backbone for digital interventions such as job matching and
flexible work discovery. For this to function effectively, robust skills registries and data exchange
mechanisms at the state level are essential, the Aayog noted in the report titled 'Reimagining Skilling
for Viksit Bharat at 2047'.

“If we skill our workforce for jobs of the future, India can become the world’s talent hub, supplying
human capital, both for our own growth as well as for ageing economies of the world,” NITI Aayog Vice
Chairman Ashok Kumar Lahiri noted in the report.

The NITI Aayog flagged the lack of trusted guidance and clear information on credible programmes
among the key barriers blocking skilling momentum.

“As a result, degrees are often pursued for prestige or government exam eligibility, while vocational
and online pathways continue to face low trust and social stigma,” it said.

Referring to BCG’s Higher Education Survey data, the report noted that individuals pursuing a generic
undergraduate (those pursuing B.A., B.Sc. or B.Com.) without skilling earn an average starting salary of
Rs 22,000 per month, with annual growth of 3.2 per cent, compared to Rs 29,000 per month at the same
growth rate for a generic undergraduate with skilling.

Over time, this difference compounds. This Rs 7,000 per month difference in the starting salary
between those who pursued skilling and those who didn’t for generic degree undergraduates can
compound to a total income difference of Rs 9.7 lakh over a period of 10 years.

“Yet information on these returns rarely reaches learners when choices are being made,” the report
noted.
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Bengal working towards full NEP 2020
implementation, to ink pact with NCERT:
Minister
Speaking at a state-level workshop attended by district inspectors of schools and other

education department officials from across the state at the Biswa Bangla Convention Ce

in New Town, Barman said the state was "somewhat behind" in implementing NEP 2020

efforts were underway to complete the process expeditiously.

Kolkata, West Bengal is working towards full implementation of the

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and will soon sign a pact with the
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Transformative changes have taken place both in school

and higher education since NEP 2020 implementation:

Education Ministry

National Council of

Educational Research and

Training (NCERT) for

teacher support, state

School Education Minister

Dipak Barman said.

Speaking at a state-level

workshop attended by

district inspectors of schools

and other education

department officials from

across the state at the Biswa Bangla Convention Centre in New Town,

Barman said the state was "somewhat behind" in implementing NEP

2020, and efforts were underway to complete the process expeditiously.

He said the state was also preparing to sign an MoU with NCERT to

facilitate orientation programmes for teachers and provide technical and

academic guidance for implementing the new education framework.
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"Through the MoU, NCERT will guide us. They will help us address the

difficulties in implementation, from technical issues to taking the

framework down to the school level," the minister said.

Barman said the National Curriculum Framework (NCF) would guide the

preparation of textbooks and curriculum, including what students would

be taught, how they would be taught and how their learning would be

assessed.

"The textbooks that will be prepared under the new framework will be

implemented from the 2028 academic year. We will receive cooperation

from NCERT for this," he said.

He added that the state syllabus committee would take guidance from

the NCF while preparing the syllabus.

The minister also said a large number of private schools in the state had

failed to upload student-related information on the UDISE+ portal,

creating an inaccurate picture of school enrolment in the state.

"UDISE is the central government's database through which schools are
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required to provide details such as the number of students and teachers

and the condition of school infrastructure," he underscored.

"Some private schools have not uploaded their student numbers. As a

result, the UDISE portal is showing that a large number of schools have

no students but have teachers," Barman said.

He clarified that the ground reality was different and that these schools

did have students, but data had not been uploaded due to technical or

other reasons.

"We want them to upload their complete information on the UDISE+

portal. Then the picture of West Bengal will look much better," he said.

"The problem is mainly with private schools," Barman added.

Asked about the composition of college governing bodies and the

possible role of MLAs, MPs and ministers, Barman said the state would

follow its own policies and procedures.
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Summary

West Bengal is working towards full implementation of the NEP 2020 and will soon sign a pact with the

NCERT for teacher support, state School Education Minister Dipak Barman said on Monday.

Speaking at a state-level workshop attended by district inspectors of schools and other education

department officials from across the state at the Biswa Bangla Convention Centre in New Town, Barman said

the state was "somewhat behind" in implementing the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, and efforts

were underway to complete the process expeditiously.

He said the state was also preparing to sign an MoU with the National Council of Educational Research and

Training (NCERT) to facilitate orientation programmes for teachers and provide technical and academic

guidance for implementing the new education framework.

"Through the MoU, NCERT will guide us. They will help us address the difficulties in implementation, from

technical issues to taking the framework down to the school level," the minister said.

Barman said the National Curriculum Framework (NCF) would guide the preparation of textbooks and curriculum,

including what students would be taught, how they would be taught and how their learning would be assessed

The minister also said a large number of private schools in the state had failed to upload student-related

information on the UDISE+ portal, creating an inaccurate picture of school enrolment in the state
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Barman said the National Curriculum Framework (NCF) would guide the preparation of textbooks and

curriculum, including what students would be taught, how they would be taught and how their learning would

be assessed.

"The textbooks that will be prepared under the new framework will be implemented from the 2028 academic

year. We will receive cooperation from NCERT for this," he said.

He added that the state syllabus committee would take guidance from the NCF while preparing the syllabus.

The minister also said a large number of private schools in the state had failed to upload student-related

information on the UDISE+ portal, creating an inaccurate picture of school enrolment in the state.

"UDISE is the central government's database through which schools are required to provide details such as

the number of students and teachers and the condition of school infrastructure," he underscored.

"Some private schools have not uploaded their student numbers. As a result, the UDISE portal is showing that

a large number of schools have no students but have teachers," Barman said.

He clarified that the ground reality was different and that these schools did have students, but data had not

been uploaded due to technical or other reasons.

"We want them to upload their complete information on the UDISE+ portal. Then the picture of West Bengal

will look much better," he said.

"The problem is mainly with private schools," Barman added.

Asked about the composition of college governing bodies and the possible role of MLAs, MPs and ministers,

Barman said the state would follow its own policies and procedures.

"We do not want to step into someone else’s shoes. We have our own system, our own policies and traditions,

and things will be done accordingly. You will understand in the coming days how our colleges are

functioning," he said.

Except for the headline, this story has not been edited by The Telegraph Online staff and has been published

from a syndicated feed.

Last updated on 24 Aug 2026 17:02 PM

Education Minister West Bengal government NCERT

S I M I L A R  S T O R I E S

192

https://www.telegraphindia.com/topic/education-minister
https://www.telegraphindia.com/topic/west-bengal-government
https://www.telegraphindia.com/topic/ncert


For generations, the pursuit of grades or marks has ruled Indian academia. Teachers often lament

that this socially constructed obsession with high scores impedes authentic contextual learning.

Yet the contemporary learner is moving away from a test-oriented approach to ask: What will I get

by doing this?

They want to know how their exam-related e�orts will bear immediate �nancial fruit. Hence,

learningand earning-oriented assessments become imperative. An assignment should no longer be

a piece of paper that a teacher grades and forgets. It needs to become a real socio-economic asset

that informs policy decisions and generates revenue.

To evolve such assessment practices in the AI age, we should stop playing the role of a detective,

trying to catch students using AI. Therefore, we propose the PRISM-X evaluation framework to

assess AI-generated assessments e�ectively. PRISM-X stands for Prompting e�cacy, Re�ective

capability, Integrating competence, Synthesising potential, Metacognitive ability, and Extended

collaboration. When broken down, the components of PRISM-X are as follows:

Prompting e ciency: Assess how students actually converse with the machine. Are they tossing out

lazy questions? Or engineering razor-sharp prompts? Handing over every prompt and follow-up

query, along with the �nal assignment, is strictly mandatory.

Re

ective capability: The machine generates an answer but does the student swallow it as it is? Or do

they spot the cracks? The true test is the human critique of the AI-generated content, catching the

bias and calling out misinformation.

Integrating competence: AI-generated content may produce raw data but it is crucial to breathe

meaning into it. How well learners fuse sterile facts with original and contextualised thought mat-

How assignments can be converted into a socio-economic asset

Beyond the red pen

The Hindu (Madurai) · 24 Aug 2026 · Jehoson Jiresh J. K. Abarna SriPreethi J. Jehoson Jiresh is Assistant Professor of English and Cul‐
tural Studies, Christ Deemed-to-be University, Bengaluru. K. Abarna SriPreethi is an independent English, Bengaluru. Email: jeho‐
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ters. In context, a paper on climate studies requires more than just algorithmic Maths. It demands

the grit of experience and insights from classroom debates and lived reality.

Synthesising potential: This considers the learner’s ability to use existing knowledge to develop

new theories, frameworks, and public discourses. For instance, a standard Sociology essay could

become an engaging podcast script that creates awareness and generates revenue. Therefore, what

is evaluated is the ability to package academic concepts into accessible formats that the real world

actually values.

This aims to answer crucial questions about learning in itself, such as whether leaning on techno-

logy breeds laziness or stimulates deeper thinking. Hence, learners are expected to articulate their

learning process to prove that AI served as a springboard for cognitive growth. Validation can be

through an oral defence of their own assignments, demonstrating the learning process as a con-

ceptual orchestrator rather than a passive consumer of AIgenerated content.

Extended collaboration: Does the assignment live beyond the classroom walls? It assesses whether

the project produces tangible socio-economic impact. For instance, a basic coding task should not

just be graded and discarded but could be developed into software for a local charity initiative to

track donations, thereby delivering real-world impact.

While encouraging learners to make money using their assessments may seem like commercial-

ising learning, it must be noted that commercialisation of education has already been rationalised.

But the greater responsibility lies with educators to channel student ideas about money by deliber-

ating on fair earnings. When assignments begin to earn money, classrooms must discuss their

worth: self-worth, social worth, and net worth in that order. In the words of Thiruvalluvar, the

world o�ers no place to those without wealth and the inner world o�ers nothing to the unkind

(Kural 247). We must equip learners to create wealth with kindness, a much-needed juxtaposition.

When students are given assignments that matter in the real world, they are empowered as know-

ledge producers. So, educators must ask one fundamental question before assigning a task. If this

assignment created real-life knowledge but scored fewer marks, would the student still feel proud

to share it? When the answer is yes, higher education will have truly evolved to nurture conscious

creators and thought leaders, not merely for future jobs but to shape the future with progressive

thought and action.

Views expressed article are personal. in this researcher and visiting faculty of
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CBSE makes virtual labs available for students
Aug 24, 2026, 12.47 AM IST

Printed from

Ahmedabad: Students will now be able to understand complex
concepts in subjects such as science and mathematics through
practical and interactive digital learning, with Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) making more than 845 curriculum-
based virtual labs and digital learning resources available on
DIKSHA platform.
The initiative has been undertaken in line with the
recommendations of the National Education Policy (NEP). The
virtual lab content has been developed by CIET-NCERT in
collaboration with ministry of education and ministry of
electronics and information technology. The resources have been
systematically aligned with the NCERT curriculum, specific

classes, subjects, chapters and prescribed learning outcomes.

Through these virtual labs, students can conduct interactive experiments from home without requiring physical
laboratory equipment. Simulations and animations will allow learners to explore scientific and mathematical
concepts practically and understand difficult theories in a simpler and more engaging manner. The resources
can also be accessed after school hours, allowing students to learn at their own convenience.
The digital resources are expected to benefit students in schools where advanced laboratory facilities are limited.
Teachers can use the virtual labs to demonstrate scientific and mathematical phenomena in classrooms, while
parents can also support children in practical learning at home.
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CBSE has provided multiple access points to make the resources easily available. Students can browse content on
DIKSHA portal and app based on class, subject and chapter. They can also access relevant resources by scanning
QR codes provided at the beginning of chapters in NCERT textbooks. An AI-based chatbot facility will further help
students ask questions and locate relevant learning resources.
CBSE has clarified that virtual laboratories are not a replacement for physical laboratories, but a supplementary
learning facility. The board has encouraged school principals and teachers to motivate students to make
maximum use of the digital resources for deeper conceptual and practical understanding.
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At the school level, the report proposes that General Employability and Entrepreneurship Skills be introduced universally from Grade 6 to Grade 12, with
structured vocational “Kaushal Tracks” beginning from Grade 9. Representative image: iStock

Education

NITI Aayog backs decentralised skilling even as
states flag NEP control
NITI Aayog report calls states “drivers of transformation” while Opposition-ruled states complain
about NEP-linked funding cuts crippling basic education

The Federal
27 Aug 2026 6:30 AM
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What comes first—the chicken or the egg? That seems to be the dilemma facing India’s skill development journey. A
new NITI Aayog report places the responsibility of skilling transformation on states, while the state governments
accuse the Centre of coercive funding by linking grants to adoption of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
and PM SHRI schools.

The report identifies 8.7 crore Indian youth as NEET (Not in Education, Employment or Training) and calls for a
reimagined skilling architecture. States are cast as the “primary drivers of transformation,” tasked with adapting
national frameworks to local labour markets, infrastructure and learner realities. The Centre, meanwhile, is to
provide broad policy direction.

But with several states accusing the Centre of depriving them of funds for basic school infrastructure, the NITI
Aayog report seems a recipe for further deepening of federal tensions.

The NEP 2020 problem
The report, Reimagining Skilling for Viksit Bharat@2047, says the proposed transformation cannot be delivered
through a uniform, centrally designed model. Instead, national policies and frameworks will have to be coupled with
state-level planning and localised execution.

Also read: 8.7 crore Indian youth stuck between education and work: NITI Aayog

This should come as welcome news to state governments which have argued in the past that national skilling
initiatives, such as those run through the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC), are designed in
centralised silos without consulting local industrial ecosystems or matching regional employment demands—a
shortcoming NEP 2020 attempts to correct by integrating skill development with school and higher education.

However, NEP 2020 itself has been a bone of contention, with several non-NDA states refusing its implementation
because of a variety of reasons. While Tamil Nadu, for instance, views the three-language mandate as a backdoor
attempt by the Centre to impose Hindi on non-Hindi speaking states, the NEP’s highly standardized model has also
been rejected by many states.

Five core reforms
The report identifies five core reforms around which states are expected to help build the new architecture:
Integration of skills in schools; stronger public-private partnership and private-sector engagement in technical and
higher education; outcome-linked, industry-backed skilling programmes; expansion of apprenticeships; and
continuous guidance and perception-building.
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At the school level, the report proposes that General Employability and Entrepreneurship Skills (GEES) be introduced
universally from Grade 6 to Grade 12, with structured vocational “Kaushal Tracks” beginning from Grade 9. These
pathways are to enable deeper vocational specialisation aligned with local and national skill demand. The report
also envisages different school models based on capacity and resources, supported by credit equivalence through
the National Credit Framework (NCrF).

Also read: NITI Aayog charts 2047 roadmap to expand India’s bioeconomy to USD 2.6 trillion

For tertiary education, states are expected to facilitate stronger industry participation through public-private
partnership models and apprenticeship-embedded degree or diploma programmes. The proposed approach
includes applied, industry-aligned specialisations, work-integrated learning, apprenticeships and flexible, modular
programmes that allow learners to earn while learning.

Skilling, guidance, access
The report also calls for standalone skilling programmes to move away from enrolment-driven delivery towards
outcome-linked models. States would need to align programmes with demand in high-growth sectors, including
areas such as green industries and electric vehicles, while also supporting reskilling for declining occupations.

The five core reforms around which states are expected to help build the new architecture, as identified by the report. AI-generated image
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Delivery through existing public infrastructure and outcome-linked financing have been identified as important
elements of this shift.

NITI Aayog report's task list for states

♦ Align skilling strategies with local labour-market priorities

♦ Adapt national frameworks to local learner realities

♦ Strengthen industry-linked education, training and apprenticeships

♦ Build state-level skills registries and digital exchanges

♦ Implement skilling through district-first local execution

Apprenticeships are another area where the report assigns an important role to states. It proposes a unified, state-
led platform to bring greater visibility and convergence to apprenticeship opportunities, while expanding
participation and aligning opportunities more closely with learner demand. Existing platforms such as the Skill India
Digital Hub could be leveraged for this convergence.

The state role also extends to guidance and access. NITI Aayog proposes community-based hubs, institutional
counselling and digital guidance tools to help learners navigate education, skilling and career transitions. For
women, the report envisages safe and women-centric support systems.

Infrastructure talk
A significant part of the proposed infrastructure is also state-level. The report calls for State-level Skills Digital
Registries and Exchanges to consolidate learning, jobs and scheme data, alongside a Skills Passport anchored on
APAAR (Automated Permanent Academic Account Registry) ID. These systems are intended to support job
matching, informed choices and alignment between training and labour-market demand.

Also read: Budget 2026 falls short on jobs, skilling won’t fix unemployment | Interview

Ironically, while NITI Aayog has moved on to skill transformation infrastructure, Opposition-ruled states like Tamil
Nadu and Kerala continue to complain about the Centre withholding thousands of crores under the Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan and the PM SHRI school initiative because of NEP non-compliance, which is disrupting even basic
school infrastructure and teacher salaries.

On physical infrastructure, NITI Aayog proposes a State or National Shared Skills Infrastructure Network to identify,
map, digitise and enable shared use of existing training facilities, workshops, laboratories, hostels and community
spaces. Implementation, it says, should follow a “district-first” approach, with accountability at the district Collector
level and executional responsibility at the Panchayat or Ward level.

The report points to the Integrated Scheme in Skilling Architecture (ISSA), announced in the Union Budget 2026-27,
as a mechanism for linking national frameworks with state planning and localised execution. What’s most glaring is
that the State Skills Transformation Pilots it has proposed are all located in BJP or NDA-ruled states—Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Assam.
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Everyday classroom judgements

can shape how students experience

ability, behaviour, gender and social

background. India’s teacher-

development framework already

recognises reflective practice; the
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 Key Highlights

Image Source: Getty Images

India’s teacher-development

framework promotes reflective

practice through NCFTE, NEP 2020

and NPST, but reflexivity remains

underdeveloped for examining

assumptions behind classroom

judgements.

Research in Indian classrooms shows

choices about questioning, discipline

and feedback can transmit

assumptions about gender, caste and

ability, making hidden curriculum a

teacher-development issue.

next step is to make reflexivity

routine
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Reflexive teacher development can use

classroom inquiry, video, peer feedback

and student perspectives to test

assumptions against evidence, but these

tools should support learning, not

surveillance.

A school curriculum is not confined to what

is officially prescribed in textbooks or

lesson plans. Educational thinkers have

argued for a broader view, where

curriculum also includes how knowledge is

interpreted, mediated, and experienced in

the classroom. For example, classroom

interactions carry a range of tacit, indirect,

and often unintended messages about

ability, behaviour, gender, or authority,

which can significantly shape students'

self-perceptions and understanding of the

world around them. These everyday signals

in the classroom are an important part of

the hidden curriculum: the unspoken

norms, expectations, and values that

students encounter alongside formal

teaching, often without teachers or

students consciously recognising them.

The ‘hidden curriculum’ has usually

been examined within the sociology

of education, particularly in relation

to gender, class, caste, and other

forms of inequality; however, its
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The Hidden Curriculum in
Classroom Practice

The ‘hidden curriculum’ has usually been

examined within the sociology of

education, particularly in relation to gender,

class, caste, and other forms of inequality;

however, its everyday transmission also

makes it a teacher-development issue. If

teachers can unintentionally reproduce

such assumptions, professional

preparation must give them not only better

pedagogical tools, but also the ability to

recognise and question the assumptions

shaping their classroom practice.

Research shows how such messages can

enter ordinary classroom practice. For

example, classroom observations in Delhi

found that a teacher treated ‘girl’ and ‘boy’

as opposites during a ling badlo

(masculine-feminine) exercise,

accompanying this with an explanation that

portrayed boys and girls as fundamentally

different; while the formal lesson

prescribed was grammatical, the

unintended message became social.

Similarly, analysis of mixed classes found

that teachers (both male and female)

engaged boys twice as often as girls —

calling on boys for harder questions,

everyday transmission also makes

it a teacher-development issue.
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nodding to them, or pausing for boys'

answers — while girls (unless star

students) were largely sidelined.

Conversely, girls attracted almost twice as

many admonishments or discipline

interventions. Such concerns have also

been noted in the case of caste and class.

Geetha Nambissan's work on educational

deprivation described how Dalit and tribal

children could encounter 'messages of

inferiority' through the hidden curriculum,

including through the marginalisation of

their languages and cultures. More recently,

a 2026 study in government schools in

Bihar found that forward-caste teachers

systematically underestimated the

performance of backward-caste students,

relative to forward-caste peers taught in the

same classrooms.

Studies also note that much of this may be

unintentional, but has notable implications,

as teachers continuously make pedagogic

choices, such as examples, explanations,

questioning patterns, feedback, and

reinforcement. These choices also shape

judgements about which child needs help,

who deserves an opportunity, which peer

disputes need what kind of intervention,

and how much autonomy students can

handle, among other things. The hidden

curriculum therefore needs to be

understood not only as a sociology of

education issue, but as a key aspect of

teacher preparation and professional

development.
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From Reflection to
Reflexivity 

Reflection often begins by asking what

happened in a lesson, what worked, and

what should change. Reflexivity takes this

further by making the teacher's own

assumptions and position part of the

inquiry. It asks: Why did the teacher

interpret the situation that way? What

assumptions about ability, behaviour,

gender, language, or background informed

that judgement? Would the same behaviour

have been interpreted differently in another

child? What classroom evidence supports

the conclusion? The distinction is one of

depth, with reflexivity explicitly bringing the

assumptions through which practice is

understood into the examination.

This examination of teachers' professional

choices and judgement is particularly

important for evidence-informed teaching.

The Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development's (OECD) 2025

review of high-quality teaching argues that

teachers need to 'unlearn and relearn'

deeply embedded habits and beliefs,

through continuous self-inquiry and

interrogation of their own practice.

The more demanding idea of

reflexive practice remains

underdeveloped: encouraging

teachers to examine the
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India does not need to invent an entirely

new teacher-development architecture, as

the policy foundation already exists. The

National Curriculum Framework for

Teacher Education (2009) explicitly makes

preparing a 'reflective practitioner' a central

aim of teacher education. The National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020 sets out

teacher-development provisions, including

continuous professional development

(CPD), professional autonomy, and the

sharing of best practices. National Council

of Educational Research and Training's

(NCERT) CPD Guidelines (2022) also ask

teachers to undertake classroom inquiry,

critical observation, and reflective analysis

of their teaching practices. The National

Professional Standards for Teachers — a

guiding document published in 2023 —

includes 'Reflective Practice' as a distinct

domain, Domain 12. However, despite the

aspirational label of 'reflective teacher,' the

tools, routines, and institutional conditions

through which reflection becomes

genuinely reflexive remain less well defined.

The more demanding idea of reflexive

practice remains underdeveloped:

encouraging teachers to examine the

assumptions, social positioning, beliefs,

assumptions, social positioning,

beliefs, and implicit norms that

shape how they interpret their

classrooms.
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Written by: Divya Goyal 6 min read

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

English Vinglish in Punjab: Why
teachers here misspell basic
words
Not just the students, but even teachers in Punjab, often misspell basic English words. The
answer lies in the deep-rooted neglect that the language has faced in government schools.

Ludhiana Updated: Aug 28, 2026 02:07 PM IST

The charts with incorrect spellings that made the rounds on social media.
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A photograph of a government school classroom shared by Punjab education minister Harjot Singh

Bains triggered a political row this week after Opposition leaders spotted glaring spelling errors.

The animal deer had been spelt as ‘dear’ and vegetables spelt “vegitables” in the poster displayed in the

classroom.

Bains had shared photographs to highlight the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government’s “Sikhya Kranti”

(Education Revolution), stressing that Punjab had emerged as the country’s top-performing state in

school education, ahead of Kerala, according to a NITI Aayog report.

An old problem

While the latest uproar is new, the problem is not.

Nearly a decade ago, when the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) was in power in alliance with the BJP, spelling

errors made by teachers had shocked the then education minister Dr Daljit Singh Cheema.

In 2015, when more than 80,000 Class X students failed the English board exam, Cheema himself took a

‘class’ of English teachers and the results were shocking. The language teachers made spelling errors like

vacent (vacant), shuld (should), lake (lack) and eaght (eight).

Also Read | Reading crisis in Punjab govt schools: Half can’t read Punjabi, 75% unable to read
English

They also failed to construct basic sentences when asked to write a paragraph explaining why their

results were poor. One of the teachers wrote, “It class was very weak class from 6 by chance.” Except one,

none among the more than 200 teachers were able to converse in English. Some teachers gave reasons

such as getting nervous while writing, forgetting their spectacles at home, that the children hailed from

rural backgrounds, to name a few.

In 2016, the Punjab School Education Board (PSEB) doled out 25-30 grace marks in English to reduce

failures in the language.

No separate cadre till 2007

Punjab did not have a separate cadre to recruit specialised English teachers till 2007. Teachers of social

studies and even Punjabi, without any expertise in English, were made to teach the language to Classes 6
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to 12.

While the same teacher teaches all subjects to Classes 1 to 5, subject-specific teachers teach Class 6 to

10, and lecturers teach Class 11 and 12 in Punjab’s government schools.

It was only in 2007-08 that around 1,000 master cadre posts for English teachers were advertised and

800 were recruited, which many believe is too few. Even today, several schools do not have an English

teacher, with other subject teachers filling-in for them in makeshift arrangements.

In 2010, the Punjab government in an affidavit filed in the High Court, admitted there was no provision

to hire English teachers till 2007. The government stated that recruitments of masters/mistresses are

governed by the Punjab State Education Class III (School Cadre) Service Rules, 1978 which lay down

conditions for appointment to the various posts, including Punjabi, Hindi, Sanskrit, Urdu, Mathematics,

and Social Studies teachers, but not English.

Expert Explains | ASER’s 2023 survey results show gaps in learning; tech access is an avenue
beyond schools

In 2016, a history teacher had even moved the Punjab and Haryana High Court against the Punjab

education department for being forced to teach English. “How can I teach English when my core subject

is history? Future of students cannot be put at stake,” he had told the court.

In fact, it was only in 1999-2000 that veteran SAD leader and former education minister late Tota Singh

had introduced English as a subject at primary level from Class I. Earlier, in Punjab, English was

introduced as a subject only from Class 6 in government schools.

Course correction

The AAP-led government, after coming to power in 2022, has made some efforts to course correct. Along

with hiring English teachers, the education department has also collaborated with organisations such as

the British Council and the Regional English Language Office (RELO) of the US Embassy, to train

teachers and improve their proficiency in English.

With thousands of students from Punjab annually appearing for IELTS— the English proficiency exam to

migrate to English-speaking countries — the Punjab education department has also started a special

curriculum in government schools to hone speaking, writing and listening skills of the children.
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2024 promotions

In 2024, the Punjab education department promoted 301 master cadre teachers as English lecturers (to

teach Class 11 and 12), but 298 of them had no expertise in the language and came from other subjects’

backgrounds. Majority had not pursued English as an elective subject in graduation, nor as teaching

subject in B.Ed but were promoted after pursuing Masters in English via distance learning. The flawed

promotion policy came under heavy criticism.

In Express | Rajasthan students attended school with cattle. Now, CJP spotlight and Rs 18-lakh
upgrade

The anomaly had sparked a debate, with teachers who had cleared elective English demanding that at

least a basic exam should be conducted before promoting teachers from other subjects as lecturers.

Harpinder Singh Dhillon, representative, Association of English Teaching Aspirants, Punjab, says: “The

decades of neglect that English faced in Punjab cannot be rectified in a few years. How is it even

imaginable that the language never had a separate cadre? Even after the state started hiring English

teachers in 2007, there were no service rules. It was only after we moved the High Court in 2016 that

service rules were made for English cadre.”

“At primary level, the situation is worse. The ETT teachers have poor foundation in English. That’s

because it’s a chain. Their own teachers never had an English teacher in those times,” Dhillon said.

© The Indian Express Pvt Ltd
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Ever since the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 was implemented, nearly one lakh

public schools have closed down across the country, former Chief Minister of Tripura,

Manik Sarkar, said on Saturday (August 29, 2026).

Nearly one lakh schools shut after
NEP 2020 rollout: Manik Sarkar
The betterment of health and education are mutually dependent. Health
services are also one of the core services that the government should entirely
take liability of, says former Chief Minister of Tripura, Manik Sarkar

Published - August 30, 2026 12:04 am IST - Chennai

THE HINDU BUREAU

Former Governor Banwarilal Purohit and G. Viswanathan, Founder and Chancellor, VIT, University, handing

over a Navalar and Era. Sezhiyan awards to V.V. Swaminathan, Former Minister of Tamil Nadu and Manik

Sarkar, Former Chief Minister of Tripura, at VIT University in Chennai on Saturday. | Photo Credit: B.

Velankanni Raj
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In his acceptance speech after receiving the Era. Sezhiyan Award conferred by the

Navalar-Sezhiyan Trust at the Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT) in Chennai, Mr.

Sarkar said that while public schools were shutting down, private ones were

mushrooming, leaving students from the lower economic strata with no scope to

pursue education. Similarly, in the health sector too, private capital has been expanding

while public investment has been shrinking.

“The betterment of health and education are mutually dependent. Health services are

also one of the core services that the government should entirely take liability of,” he

said. Larger sections of people, he maintained, were dependent on government hospitals

while the government was trying to get rid of this liability and open up avenues for

private capital.

Quoting a NITI Aayog report of 2025, he said that the rate of unemployed graduates in

India was 13% of the total population. For youth who have passed secondary education,

the rate of unemployment was 29% to 40%. He said NITI Aayog had observed that there

is a wide gap between the number of educated youth and the scope of jobs befitting

their qualification. “If such a valuable workforce of our country is left unutilised, can

anybody expect the country to march forward,” he asked.

G. Viswanathan, Founder and Chancellor, VIT, said that education goes a long way in

improving the per capita income of individuals. He said VIT has supported about 1,200

rural students with free education and placement. Elaborating, he said that for batches

between 2008 and 2021, the average income of the students went up from ₹8,600 when

they were students to ₹1.10 lakh when they were employed. He said the State and union

governments should spend more money on education so that people from the middle

class and the poor will have access to higher education that will increase the per capita

income of those families.

V.V. Swaminathan, former Tamil Nadu minister and Member of Parliament, who was

conferred with the Dr. Navalar award, recalled his association with Navalar

Nedunchezhiyan, Era Sezhiyan, and K. Anbazhagan in college which led to the

formation of the Rationalist Youth Forum, an organisation that served as the precursor

to the Dravidar Kazhagam student wing. 222



Banwarilal Purohit, Former Governor of Assam, Tamil Nadu, and Punjab, said that

during his tenure as the Governor of Tamil Nadu between 2017 and 2021, the union

government had given him a free hand and he tried his best to improve the atmosphere

at the State-run universities.

G.V. Selvam, Vice President, VIT, also spoke.

Published - August 30, 2026 12:04 am IST

THE HINDU 360: புதிய தமிழ்  YouTube சேனல்
https://youtu.be/AdQxxh3ULhE
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UP Holds Ground In Govt School Performance
Index

# Uttar Pradesh # PGI 2.0 # Government Schools

The state improves infrastructure and teacher training scores, while learning outcomes remain unchanged

Uttar Pradesh has retained its position in the government school performance assessment for 2025-26,

scoring 579.9 out of 1,000 compared with 569.1 in the previous year, according to the latest Performance

Grading Index (PGI) 2.0 released by the Union education ministry. The improvement was largely supported by
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gains in infrastructure, facilities and teacher education, while the learning outcomes score remained

unchanged.

Infrastructure Drives Improvement

The PGI 2.0 does not rank states and Union Territories in a conventional league table. Instead, it places them in

performance bands based on 70 indicators covering six domains: learning outcomes and quality, access,

infrastructure and facilities, equity, governance processes and teacher education and training.

Uttar Pradesh's overall score increased by 10.8 points during the year. Infrastructure and facilities emerged as a

key contributor, with the state recording a 3.6-point improvement in the domain. The state also recorded an

average gain of 1.3 points in areas linked to reducing dropouts and expanding access to education.

The state's performance places it in the 'Akanshi 1' grade band, which covers scores between 521 and 580. The

assessment places states across a hierarchy ranging from 'Utkarsh' at the top to three levels each under

'Uttam', 'Prachesta' and 'Akanshi'.

Learning Outcomes Remain Flat

Despite the improvement in its overall score, Uttar Pradesh's learning outcomes performance remained

unchanged. The 240-point learning outcomes domain continued to use scores from the PARAKH Rashtriya

Sarvekshan 2024 for the 2025-26 assessment.

The state recorded marginal declines in equity and governance processes, indicating areas where further

improvement is required. The latest assessment therefore shows a mixed performance, with gains in physical

infrastructure and teacher-related indicators offset by limited movement in learning outcomes.

Chandigarh emerged as the first state or Union Territory in the PGI 2.0 series to enter the top 'Uttam' range,

scoring 766 out of 1,000 in 2025-26. Uttar Pradesh officials said the state would work towards improving its

grades across the six domains and focus on the accuracy of data submitted through the national education

portal.
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School education roadmap: Pralhad Joshi flags foundational learning,
technology and outcomes as priorities
Education Minister Pralhad Joshi met senior officials of the Department of School Education and Literacy to review

priorities for the coming period, with discussions covering foundational learning, technology-driven solutions and

creating a more enabling environment for students.
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NEW DELHI: Union Education Minister Pralhad Joshi held a meeting with senior officials of the Department of
School Education and Literacy to review priorities and activities planned for the coming period and discuss a
roadmap for making school education more effective, accessible and outcome-oriented.

In a post on X, Joshi said the discussions focused on strengthening foundational learning, adopting technology-
driven solutions and creating an enabling environment where every child can learn, grow and thrive.

The meeting comes as the Centre continues to focus on improving foundational learning outcomes and using
technology to strengthen the delivery of school education.

Pralhad Joshi
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Joshi said the meeting reviewed the roadmap for the coming period, indicating that foundational learning,
technology adoption and measurable education outcomes will remain among the priorities for the school
education department.

The emphasis on foundational learning is aligned with the broader direction of the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, which places foundational literacy and numeracy at the centre of school education reforms.

The minister's latest meeting also comes shortly after a series of reviews involving officials of the Education
Ministry. On August 27, Joshi had met senior officials from both the Department of Higher Education and the
Department of School Education and Literacy to take stock of progress on earlier directions and
implementation of ongoing initiatives. He had stressed timely execution and effective follow-up.

Earlier, on August 24, Joshi had held a separate meeting with officials of the Department of School Education
and Literacy to discuss issues related to the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE). That meeting
reviewed academic, examination and administrative processes, with an emphasis on efficiency, transparency
and improved support for students and teachers.

The latest review puts the focus more broadly on the school education system, with technology-driven solutions
and learning outcomes emerging as key areas for the next phase of implementation.

Most Read in School Education



EVENT

Great India School

Summit 2026

The National Education Policy

(NEP) 2020 has accelerated…

Tomorrow, 07:00 AM

Sahara Star Hotel, Mumbai

Register Now

EVENT

ETEducation

Chancellor's Conclave…

ETEducation Chancellors’

Conclave, an exclusive…

Thu, 22 Oct 2026

Novotel Goa Dona Sylvia Resort

Register Now

EVENT

EDNXT - Chennai

India’s education landscape is

undergoing a transformative…

Thu, 10 Dec 2026

Hilton Chennai

Register Now

EVENT

Annual Educ

Summit Mid

As the Middle 

toward becom

Thu, 04 Feb

Millennium

Register Now

Advt

Home News Exclusives Events Awards More231

https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/great-india-school-summit?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=1
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/great-india-school-summit?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=1
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/great-india-school-summit?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=1
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/great-india-school-summit?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=1
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/great-india-school-summit?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=1
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/great-india-school-summit?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=1
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/great-india-school-summit?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=1
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/great-india-school-summit?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=1
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/chancellors-conclave?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=2
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/chancellors-conclave?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=2
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/chancellors-conclave?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=2
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/chancellors-conclave?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=2
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/chancellors-conclave?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=2
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/chancellors-conclave?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=2
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/chancellors-conclave?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=2
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/chancellors-conclave?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=2
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/chancellors-conclave?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=2
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/ednxt-chennai?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=3
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/ednxt-chennai?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=3
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/ednxt-chennai?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=3
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/ednxt-chennai?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=3
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/ednxt-chennai?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=3
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/ednxt-chennai?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=3
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/ednxt-chennai?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=3
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/annual-education-summit-middle-east?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=4
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/annual-education-summit-middle-east?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=4
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/annual-education-summit-middle-east?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=4
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/annual-education-summit-middle-east?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=4
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/annual-education-summit-middle-east?ag=whats_happening&utm_source=whats_happening&utm_content=131127199&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=4
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssZJjnPwnQDd7iSiNHY9Lv98LAiYBMxYCp7KPWNFTYCL69FAnDodQYwX7_-WiByNuhXyu9WkoXnyP4InO19-YHS1X7u_yxsOAyJMQzMqBI02cR3h4PRB5G7B7Ng9jjlNpwLp9Y52D9ihiV6hsQmY1LCzCjFyUsY3tiNCu4JyL_kzC23STA_DN40TBGD3ZPw9FVY4GNjNrg2IgCKEhzs0Orv1o-HUb0OWcZLT09rbJTfirBk0M958Tx9Ew3HUV7QsO4td97oUksOLgYmkdYEETe1j5B8wkZbPyDFtNS-b-xyuYOo-mDfeSiZNGJ-P0XM4lKh16qI-1S2N1v02bMZisxTNGcpAInLMv7xJv6XrdCFJaM4r2J69fFQXqWI-ChjCZuaVZJ-Hzn-9qbKt6xL_n22__2ZAquFhr_AbOq0bMfZxBSi5As8o7z8XnhsY9ph6w2lViQ3upvttFvq-VJkkBflZTgfscSzBGJdtciQyQQIstwrw0L85E8JKINigcQMi-m8p6qVWscF5KRg64iGGIC21KU3wRRTeaUkNN4avmw&sai=AMfl-YRxn5BdcSjRss7jcYVK9Ws6nQB9zxz5h6wJjov_607FVGCSmSfmztledDsoS5IV7j74stQJst7k4fsuxSkxtO0HhB6FpaA7rIZWURYVmJUhfJoaoKBpxiproTOmem1pMy-MKKZBVYDpp3_PECi4bZj8RTTC94I55VBYXdnMpTpChuDU2vZWXIMMPV0gEfmRGhfrBgb2I5DmD9bT0fnUE0Qzxb-JeSlWueYbsGLtUhjvJI2E2RIUmIv1Lw60qh7tsv_zJ4cW32UmGTpRg5grtaAQy5iAka6pMuFhid3LIhdZl5w5h4dhqAbgKYbPwIhO6f2wNB4guabWqcOJ9cea3IgEEvtDwefSzvTIhpeMcmYk-cRmknVpLw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJ_8sQOwyq0VEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/l.php?banner=banner&banner-dfp-promotional-banner-mrec&activity_name=featured-985069-campaign-custom-0&type=2&ebid=eFBCcnFrZzlNMDhjREkvbmRQazg5UT09&url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.economictimes.indiatimes.com%2Fhackathon%2FIndiaSchoolAIChallenge%3Fag%3Dbanner%26utm_medium%3Dbanner-dfp-promotional-banner-mrec%26utm_campaign%3Dfeatured-985069-campaign-custom-0
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssZJjnPwnQDd7iSiNHY9Lv98LAiYBMxYCp7KPWNFTYCL69FAnDodQYwX7_-WiByNuhXyu9WkoXnyP4InO19-YHS1X7u_yxsOAyJMQzMqBI02cR3h4PRB5G7B7Ng9jjlNpwLp9Y52D9ihiV6hsQmY1LCzCjFyUsY3tiNCu4JyL_kzC23STA_DN40TBGD3ZPw9FVY4GNjNrg2IgCKEhzs0Orv1o-HUb0OWcZLT09rbJTfirBk0M958Tx9Ew3HUV7QsO4td97oUksOLgYmkdYEETe1j5B8wkZbPyDFtNS-b-xyuYOo-mDfeSiZNGJ-P0XM4lKh16qI-1S2N1v02bMZisxTNGcpAInLMv7xJv6XrdCFJaM4r2J69fFQXqWI-ChjCZuaVZJ-Hzn-9qbKt6xL_n22__2ZAquFhr_AbOq0bMfZxBSi5As8o7z8XnhsY9ph6w2lViQ3upvttFvq-VJkkBflZTgfscSzBGJdtciQyQQIstwrw0L85E8JKINigcQMi-m8p6qVWscF5KRg64iGGIC21KU3wRRTeaUkNN4avmw&sai=AMfl-YRxn5BdcSjRss7jcYVK9Ws6nQB9zxz5h6wJjov_607FVGCSmSfmztledDsoS5IV7j74stQJst7k4fsuxSkxtO0HhB6FpaA7rIZWURYVmJUhfJoaoKBpxiproTOmem1pMy-MKKZBVYDpp3_PECi4bZj8RTTC94I55VBYXdnMpTpChuDU2vZWXIMMPV0gEfmRGhfrBgb2I5DmD9bT0fnUE0Qzxb-JeSlWueYbsGLtUhjvJI2E2RIUmIv1Lw60qh7tsv_zJ4cW32UmGTpRg5grtaAQy5iAka6pMuFhid3LIhdZl5w5h4dhqAbgKYbPwIhO6f2wNB4guabWqcOJ9cea3IgEEvtDwefSzvTIhpeMcmYk-cRmknVpLw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJ_8sQOwyq0VEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/l.php?banner=banner&banner-dfp-promotional-banner-mrec&activity_name=featured-985069-campaign-custom-0&type=2&ebid=eFBCcnFrZzlNMDhjREkvbmRQazg5UT09&url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.economictimes.indiatimes.com%2Fhackathon%2FIndiaSchoolAIChallenge%3Fag%3Dbanner%26utm_medium%3Dbanner-dfp-promotional-banner-mrec%26utm_campaign%3Dfeatured-985069-campaign-custom-0
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/exclusives
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/events
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/awards


EDUDOC SERVICE SERIES

LIBRARY AND DOCUMENTATION DIVISION
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION 

National Council of Educational Research & Training 
Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi - 110016

Phone: 011-26592317 E-mail: library-nie@ncert.nic.in


