Sample Question Paper
Class Xl

Subject: Political Science

Max. Marks: 80 Max. Time: 3 Hours

General Instructions:

Read the following instructions very carefully and follow them:

(i) This question paper contains 34 questions. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Question paper is divided into four sections. Sections A, B, C, and D.

(iii) Section A - Questions number 1 to 16 are Multiple Choice type questions. Each question
carries 1 mark.

(iv) Section B - Questions number 17 to 24 are Very Short Answer type questions. Each
guestion carries 2 marks. Write an answer to each question in 20 to 30 words.

(v) Section C - Questions number 25 to 30 are Short Answer type questions. Each question
carries 4 marks. Write an answer to each question in 50 to 60 words.

(vi) Section D -Questions number 31 to 34 are Long Answer type questions. Each question
carries 6 marks. Write an answer to each question in 170 to 180 words.

S.no. Question Marks
Section A
1 Which development is widely viewed as a significant indicator of 1

shifting global power in the post—Cold War period?

A. Expansion of regional trade blocs in Southeast Asia.

B. Rise of China as a major economic and strategic actor.

C. Growth of multinational cultural industries worldwide.

D. Adoption of digital governance initiatives by several states.




Which of the following best reflects the rationale behind the
emergence of the European Union and ASEAN as contemporary
centres of power?

A. Building coordinated defense arrangements to counter
emerging powers.

B. Developing regional structures for economic, political, and
cooperative stability.

C. Creating institutional platforms to replace existing global
security bodies.

D. Advancing shared policies to re-establish earlier external
spheres of control.

Which statement best reflects the procedural challenge in selecting
a new UN Security Council for permanent members?

A. Automatic qualification based solely on national economic
resources.

B. Designing criteria that balance power, population, democracy,
and contribution.

C. Removing the veto system without structured global
consultation.

D. Allowing non-permanent members to overrule decisions on
permanent seats.

In policy discussions, what is considered the central purpose of
security?

A. Safeguarding vital national interests from serious and immediate
threats.

B. Regulating moderate risks that influence general administrative
planning.

C. Managing routine issues that arise within everyday governance
processes.

D. Addressing occasional pressures that affect institutional
decision-making.

What was the central difficulty encountered while listing women
voters during the initial electoral roll preparation?

A. Several entries used relational descriptions that prevented
precise individual identification.

B. Numerous entries used informal personal details that hindered
accurate voter verification.

C. Many entries contained partial demographic information that
limited reliable classification.




D. Multiple entries included household-based descriptors that
obstructed correct categorisation.

6 Who played a key role in ensuring Lal Bahadur Shastri’s unanimous
selection as Prime Minister after Nehru’s death in 19647
A. Morarji Desai
B. K. Kamraj
C. Indira Gandhi
D. S. Nijalingappa

7 Which of the following events directly triggered the declaration of
Emergency in India in 1975?
A. Rising food shortages following monsoon failures across states.
B. Supreme Court observations during the Kesavananda Bharati
judgment.
C. Allahabad High Court ruling invalidating Indira Gandhi’s
parliamentary victory.
D. Nationwide railway disruptions organized under major labor
unions.

8 Which of the following events marked the beginning of coalition
politics in India?
A. Introduction of structural economic reforms in the early 1990s.
B. Electoral setback of the Congress Party in the 1989 national
polls.
C. Emergence of new social-justice-based political formations in
states.
D. Escalation of tensions following the 1992 religious-site
demolition.

9 Which of the following best illustrates a conflict-sensitive
diplomatic approach adopted by India in resolving disputes with its
South Asian neighbors?
A. Prioritizing unilateral military preparedness over bilateral
negotiations.
B. Engaging in composite dialogue mechanisms while honoring
ceasefire commitments.
C. Suspending all economic engagements until territorial disputes
are settled.
D. Relying exclusively on third-party international mediation for
regional conflicts.

10

Which action most appropriately reflects India’s readiness to
accommodate varied regional and global perspectives during
diplomatic engagements?

A. Rejecting external perspectives to safeguard uniform national
positions.

B. Joining multilateral negotiations that include varied state




viewpoints.

C. Suspending dialogue until all states endorse India’s proposals
fully.

D. Limiting diplomatic discussions strictly to bilateral-level
engagement.

11
Which action by India in global trade talks reflects working jointly
with similarly placed nations?
A. Negotiating alone with major economies.
B. Forming joint positions with Global South Nations.
C. Avoiding regional consultations on farm issues.
D. Waiting for major powers to finalize decisions.
12 In climate forums, which step shows India’s constructive
engagement with multiple actors?
A. Presenting domestic climate plans without seeking external
suggestions.
B. Signing coordinated declarations with a diverse coalition of
countries.
C. Withdrawing from negotiations when substantive differences
emerge.
D. Restricting climate talks primarily to bilateral-level interactions.
13 Which step taken by a political leader best reflects an effort to
introduce fresh approaches in addressing a long-standing public
policy issue?
A. Continuing old schemes exactly as before without changes.
B. Overlooking input from communities during policy decisions.
C. Creating a framework that combines traditional and modern
tools.
D. Postponing reforms until other countries take similar actions.
14 Which approach demonstrates an adaptive response to conflicting

interests during India’s planned development era?

A. Following industrialization plans strictly without consulting local
communities.

B. Balancing agricultural and industrial priorities while considering
social justice.

C. Giving priority to private business interests over state-led
planning efforts.

D. Postponing all development projects until full agreement is
reached among parties.




15

Which approach would best address regional demands while
keeping the country united in the 1980s?

A. Negotiate with regional leaders and respect local cultural and
political interests.

B. Impose uniform policies on all regions without consulting local
populations.

C. Allow regions to secede whenever they demand without
dialogue or agreement.

D. Focus only on economic development and postpone addressing
regional issues.

16

India easing visa restrictions for Chinese professionals most likely
reflects:

A. Balancing economic cooperation with China while maintaining
strategic independence.

B. Expanding economic ties with China while safeguarding national
security.

C. Prioritising foreign collaboration with China over domestic
concerns.

D. Strengthening trade relations with China without considering
security.

Section B

17

What was the primary objective behind the formation of ASEAN in
19677

18

Why is human security considered broader than state security?

19

Why was preparing electoral rolls important before India’s first
general election?

20

Which slogan coined by Lal Bahadur Shastri symbolized India’s
determination during the 1965 war with Pakistan?

21

What constitutional provision allowed the government to declare
Emergency in 1975?

22

Rohan, a young Indian diplomat, is assigned to address rising
tensions between India and Bangladesh over the Brahmaputra
River. Disagreements on water-sharing and hydroelectric projects
have heightened public concern in both countries. He recognizes
that the situation is shaped by historical mistrust as well as
environmental and social implications.

Question:




Based on Rohan’s approach in resolving the Brahmaputra dispute,
identify two key strategies he used to manage conflict and explain
how they promote cooperation between India and Bangladesh.

23

The Euphrates River flows through Turkey, Syria, and Iraqg. Turkey,
as the upstream state, has constructed several dams to meet its
energy and agricultural needs, significantly affecting water
availability in Syria and Iraq downstream. Both Syria and Iraq claim
that reduced water flow has harmed agriculture, drinking water
supply, and local livelihoods. International agencies have
conducted studies, but their findings differ. Some emphasize
Turkey’s economic development, while others highlight the
ecological and humanitarian costs for downstream populations.

Question:

How can considering diverse perspectives and weighing both
economic and humanitarian evidence enable stakeholders to
critically reflect on their assumptions and develop a balanced
approach to managing the Euphrates River?

24

Why do local communities in several Indian states express concern
over large-scale infrastructure projects such as highways, mining
zones, or industrial corridors?

Section C

25

For Question number 25, two statements are given one labelled as
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R). Read these
statements carefully and choose the correct option as the answer
from the options (A), (B), (C) and (D) given below.

Assertion (A): The recent tensions between Russia and Ukraine
reflect the enduring strategic importance of post-Soviet states in
global geopolitics.

Reason (R): The disintegration of the Soviet Union created multiple
independent states with valuable natural resources and strategic
locations, attracting interest from major powers like the US, China,
and the EU.

Options:

(A) Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and Reason (R) is the
correct explanation of the Assertion (A).

(B) Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true, but Reason (R) is
not the correct explanation of the Assertion (A).

(C) Assertion (A) is false, but Reason (R) is true.

(D) Assertion (A) is true, but Reason (R) is false.




26

Explain why equitable representation in the UN Security Council
cannot be determined solely based on geography or population.

27

Describe one instance from India’s engagement in global or
regional platforms where it has worked alongside other states to
address shared concerns arising from globalization.

28

State one instance from contemporary Indian politics where
policymakers introduced an unconventional method to improve
public participation in governance.

29

Why have several northeastern states opposed large-scale
demographic shifts due to migration, and how does this relate to
regional aspirations within the framework of Indian federalism?

30

Analyze how India’s foreign policy during the Cold War, including
its stance on non-alignment, regional conflicts, and nuclear
development, reflected a balance between safeguarding national
security and engaging with the international community.

Section D

31

Examine how the rise of China as an economic powerhouse has
altered contemporary global power structures. In your response,
discuss the key reforms that enabled China’s economic
transformation, its regional and global influence, and the
implications of its growth for neighboring countries, particularly
India.

32

Explain the political and social significance of the Mandal
Commission implementation in 1990. Your answer should include:

a. The role of the National Front government in
implementing the recommendations.

b. The reaction of various social groups and political
parties to OBC reservations.

c. Thelong-term impact of this decision on Indian politics
and the emergence of coalition governments.

2+2+2

33

In a classroom exercise on South Asian cooperation, Student A

represents India and Student B represents Nepal. They are asked to

address disputes over cross-border hydroelectric projects and river
water management. Student A suggests joint monitoring,
coordinated energy distribution, and shared environmental
assessments. Student B emphasizes the welfare of local
communities, ecological impacts, and fair distribution of benefits.
Both must negotiate solutions that respect each country’s
interests, promote sustainable development, and build mutual

2+2+2




trust, reflecting the challenges and opportunities of regional
cooperation in South Asia.

a. Explain two ways in which initiatives like joint monitoring of
hydroelectric projects and coordinated energy distribution reflect
sensitivity to historical mistrust between India and Nepal.

b. Identify two confidence-building measures (CBMs) that India
and Nepal could adopt to prevent escalation over disputes related to
river water sharing.

c. How could collaborative environmental assessments or
community development projects help rebuild trust and strengthen
cooperation between India and Nepal despite previous tensions?

34

In South India, sacred groves are parcels of forest preserved by
local communities for religious and cultural reasons. They provide
critical ecological services, protect biodiversity, and maintain
community livelihoods. Recent government policies have
encouraged industrial and infrastructural development, putting
these groves at risk of encroachment. Conflicts have emerged
between state authorities advocating development, local
communities defending traditional practices, and conservationists
focusing on ecological preservation.

a. As an officer managing forest protection, explain two ways in
which acknowledging local cultural and spiritual perspectives
alongside ecological assessments can strengthen the Department’s
conservation policies for sacred groves.

b. Identify one collaborative decision-making process through
which the Forest Department, local communities, and conservation
experts can jointly develop solutions that reflect shared
agreement.

c. Cite one example where the Department’s reassessment of its
long-standing assumptions about development versus
conservation priorities led stakeholders to achieve a more
balanced and sustainable outcome for sacred grove management.
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