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in the recent past. Large number 
of higher educational institutions 
were established during the last 
two decades. Presently, there are 1 
Central University, 1 Deemed to be 
University (Government), 1 Deemed 
to be University (Aided), 1 Deemed to 
be University (Private), 3 Institutions 
of National Importance, 15 State 
Private Universities, 10 State Public 
Universities and 607 all types of 
colleges running in the state (AISHE 
Report 2017–18). 

Dayanand Anglo Vedic Post 
Graduate College, Dehradun is 

one of the oldest government aided 
postgraduate college of Uttarakhand 
State. The establishment of 
public sectors higher educational 
institutions in Uttarakhand 
started in early 1950s within the 
erstwhile Uttar Pradesh. After that, 
continuation of the establishment 
of higher educational institutions is 
going on at large scale and till the 
year 2015, there were 17 government 
aided college and 94 government 
colleges established in the state 
(Directorate of Higher Education, 
Uttarakhand).

India’s first agricultural 
university, and Uttarakhand’s first  
state university was Govind Ballabh 
Pant University of Agriculture and 
Technology established in Pantnagar 
(then in Uttar Pradesh) Uttarakhand. 
It was inaugurated by the first Prime 
Minister of India Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru on 17 November 1960. After 

Figure 1: Growth of Government and Aided Colleges in Uttarakhand
Source: Directorate of Higher Education Uttarakhand (April 2019)

that from the year 1960 to 1972 there 
was no single university established 
in the state. In the year 1973 state 
government decided to establish one 
public university in each division of 
the state. Presently Uttarakhand has 
11 state public universities. Plan 
wise growth of higher educational 
institutions in the state is shown in 
Figure 2. 
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Figure 3 shows the growth of 
universities within the state of 
Uttarakhand. As depicted in the 
figure, first public university was 
established in the year 1960. After 

that, the process of establishment of 
various types of universities is going 
on consistently, and till 2015, 29 
universities were established during 
the last six decades. 

 

Figure 2: Growth of State Public Universities
Source: Directorate of Higher Education Uttarakhand (April 2019)

Figure 3: Growth of All Types of Universities in Uttarakhand  
Source: Directorate of Higher Education Uttarakhand 2019)
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Table 1
Growth of Universities during last 8 years

Year 2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15 2015–16 2016–17 2017–18

No. of 
Universities 18 20 22 24 26 28 28 33

Source: All India Survey on Higher Education (2018)

Table 2
Type-wise Universities during last 8 years

Session Central 
University

Deemed to 
be University 
Government

Deemed 
to be 

University 
Aided

Deemed 
to be 

University 
Private

Institute 
of National 
Importance

State 
Private 

University

State 
Public

University

2017–18 1 1 1 1 3 15 10

2016–17 1 1 1 1 3 11 9

2015–16 1 1 1 1 3 11 9

2014–15 1 1 1 1 3 10 8

2013–14 1 1 1 2 3 7 8

2012–13 1 1 1 2 2 6 8

2011–12 1 1 1 2 2 6 6

2010–11 1 1 0 3 2 5 5

Source: All India Survey on Higher Education (2018)

Table 2 shows the growth of 
various types of universities during 
the last 8 years.  Data clearly reveals 
that there is a single central university 
existing in the state of Uttarakhand. 
Earlier, this university had the 
status of state university till the 
year 2008. In the year 2009, it was 
upgraded from state university into 
central university, through an act of 

parliament. Uttarakhand has three 
deemed to be Universities: 1 deemed 
to be University (Government), 1 
deemed to be university (aided) and 
1 deemed to be university (private). 
There are 3 Institutions of National 
importance also existing in the state. 
Therefore, the rate of establishment 
of private universities is increasing 
faster as compared to the state public 
funded universities. 
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On the basis of organisational 
structure, educational institutions 
have been categorised in various 
categories by the governing authority. 
Table 4 represents the various types 
of educational institutions existing 
in Uttarakhand state. The detail 
description of these educational 
institutions, according to AISHE 
report 2017–18 is as under:
•	 Affiliated Colleges: These are 

institutions which can run 
degree programmes but are not 
empowered to provide degree on 
their own and are required to 
be attached with a University/
University level institution for the 
purpose of awarding the degree. 
By the year 2017–18, there were 
422 affiliated colleges within the 
state.

•	 Stand-Alone Institutions: There 
are several institutions which 

are outside the purview of the 
University and College. These 
Institutions generally run Diploma 
or PG Diploma level programmes 
for which they require recognition 
from one or other statutory 
bodies. By the year 2017–18, there  
were 153 stand-alone institutions 
in the state. 

•	 Constituent Colleges: A college 
maintained by the University. 
In the year 2017–18, there were 
26 constituent college within the 
state.  

•	 Institutions Recognised by 
the University: These are the 
institutions attached with the 
University for the purpose of 
awarding degree in respect of 
programmes being run in these 
institutions, e.g., Army Cadet 
College Wing, Indian Military 
Academy, Dehradun is not 

Figure 4: Type-wise Number of Colleges/Institutions in 2017–18
Source: All India Survey on Higher Education (2018)
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