




















WHO I AM 79

You Are
Systematic, logical,
practical, organised,
inquisitive, thorough,
outward-looking,
rational, studious,
methodical, intuitive.
You Like
Building and fixing
things, finding reasons
behind phenomena,
figuring out how things
work, learning about
new technologies, doing
maths, gadgets.
You Are Good at
Physics, mathematics,
chemistry, fixing and
repairing the plumbing
or electrical gadgets at
home, engineering,
fantastic structures
with Lego.
You Can Become
an environmental
engineer, bio-engineer,
chemical engineer,
meteorologist, climatologist,
toxicologist, water expert,
appropriate technologist.

You Are
Confident, intelligent,
creative, gregarious,
talkative, opinionated,
alert, energetic, purposeful,
forthright, sociable, eloquent.
You Like
Reading, writing, thinking
about the state of the world,
politics, cultures, arguing,
travelling to remote places,
meeting people, stating your
opinion, intellectual pursuits,
current affairs, cities.
You Are Good at
Literature, history, languages,
communicating, debating,
oratory, demanding your
rights, sensitive to
injustice, interacting with
all kinds of people.
You Can Become
a documentary filmmaker,
environmental lawyer,
newspaper/magazine
journalist, urban
researcher, ecological
historian, development
consultant, communications
expert, government official.
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You Are
Hopeful, selfless, romantic,
radical, frank, political,
rebellious, socialist,
freethinking, restive,
passionate, visionary, helpful.
You Like
To help others, to express
your concern at injustice,
social and cultural
histories, understanding
human psychology, a sense
of community, people with
social concerns.
You Are Good at
Dealing with all kinds of
people, working in a team,
demanding your rights,
living frugally, making the
most of any given situation,
strategising, writing letters,
taking criticism, doing
daring acts.
You Can Become
a social worker, environmental
activist, NGO representative,
rural development expert,
public interest advocate,
lawyer, communications
expert.

personality profiles needed to be successful at different kinds of

careers in the environmental field. Find out whether you are more

adventurous than your partner, or whether your partner is a better

inquirer than others. You may wish to prepare a personality profile

of yourself/your partner. In groups, attempt some of the activities

suggested at the end.

2022-23



80 HONEYSUCKLE

A. Why does Radha’s mother tell her that it is not suitable for girls
to climb trees? Find points to agree with Radha or her mother.

Plan what you will say by making notes like this:

l Girls should be able to climb trees if they wish

1. ———————————————————————————————————

2. ———————————————————————————————————

3. ———————————————————————————————————

l Girls should not be allowed to climb trees

1. ———————————————————————————————————

2. ———————————————————————————————————

3. ———————————————————————————————————

Word-finders group

People-finders group

Picture-finders group

1. Thinker becomes Tinker if we leave out
an ‘h’. Who is a  tinker?

2. Make a list of words that your
classmates want to find out the
meanings of. Then find out the
meanings by consulting a dictionary
or asking your teacher. Tell your
classmates what you have found out.

Find people in the jobs mentioned
here. They may be people you know,
or people mentioned in newspapers,
etc. Make a chart.

Get pictures or photographs of the
kinds of people, subjects, activities,
places, etc., mentioned above.

SPEAKING
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WHO I AM 81

Now divide the class into two groups. Present to the rest of the
class the opinion of Radha who thinks there is no harm in girls
climbing trees and of her mother who thinks girls should not
do this.

B. Sit in a circle so that you can see each other. Each one must talk
to complete the following sentence in your own way.

“What makes me very angry is ...”

Remember to listen with respect and without comment to each

person as he/she speaks.

1. The Hirakud Dam is built on a
major river. Name it.

2. In which state is Kanyakumari, the
southernmost tip of the mainland?

3. Name the channel that separates
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Answers on page 137

Know Your CountryKnow Your CountryKnow Your CountryKnow Your CountryKnow Your Country
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Imagine a world without language. All humans speak at least
one language. The words we speak bring out our thoughts. Read
the following poem on words.

Never let a thought shrivel and die

For want of a way to say it

For English is a wonderful game

And all of you can play it.

All that you do is match the words

To the brightest thoughts in your head

So that they come out clear and true

And handsomely groomed and fed—

For many of the loveliest things

Have never yet been said.

Words are the food and dress of thought

They give it its body and swing

And everyone’s longing today to hear

Some fresh and beautiful thing;

But only words can free a thought

From its prison behind your eyes

May be your mind is holding now

A marvellous new surprise!

MARY O’NEILL

The Wonderful WordsThe Wonderful Words
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THE WONDERFUL WORDS 83

1. With your partner, complete the following sentences in your own
words using the ideas in the poem.

(i) Do not let a thought shrivel and die because ———————————

————————————————————————————––––————————

(ii) English is a ————————————————————— with words that

everyone can play.

(iii) One has to match ————————————————————————————

(iv) Words are the ————————————————————— of thought.

2. In groups of four discuss the following lines and their meanings.

(i) All that you do is match the words

To the brightest thoughts in your head

(ii) For many of the loveliest things

Have never yet been said

(iii) And everyone’s longing today to hear

Some fresh and beautiful thing

(iv) But only words can free a thought

From its prison behind your eyes

WORKING WITH THE POEM
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