





6/A Pact with the Sun

on the blood-smeared
mongoose and ran inside
to the child’s cradle.

The baby was fast
asleep. But on the floor
lay a black snake torn
and bleeding. In a flash
she realised what had
happened. She ran out
looking for the mongoose.

“Oh! You saved my
child! You killed the snake! What have I done?” she cried
touching the mongoose, who lay dead and still, unaware of
her sobbing. The farmer’s wife, who had acted hastily and
rashly, stared long at the dead mongoose. Then she heard
the baby crying. Wiping her tears, she went in to feed him.

(a story from The Panchatantra)

Questions

1. Why did the farmer bring a baby mongoose into the
house?

2. Why didn’t the farmer’s wife want to leave the baby alone
with the mongoose?

3. What was the farmer’'s comment on his wife’s fears?

4. Why did the farmer’s wife strike the mongoose with her
basket?

5. Did she repent her hasty action? How does she show
her repentance?

Do you have a pet — a cat or a dog? If not, would you like
one? How would you look after it? Are you for or against
keeping birds in a cage as pets?
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