





Fig. 7 — The rebels of 1857

Images need to be carefully studied for they project the viewpoint
of those who create them. This image can be found in several
illustrated books produced by the British after the 1857 rebellion.
The caption at the bottom says: “Mutinous sepoys share the loot”.
In British representations the rebels appear as greedy, vicious and
brutal. You will read about the rebellion in Chapter 5.

they were interested in, and what they wished to
preserve for posterity. These records do not always help
us understand what other people in the country felt,
and what lay behind their actions.

For that we need to look elsewhere. When we begin
to search for these other sources we find them in plenty,
though they are more difficult to get than official records.
We have diaries of people, accounts of pilgrims and
travellers, autobiographies of important personalities,
and popular booklets that were sold in the local bazaars.
As printing spread, newspapers were published and
issues were debated in public. Leaders and reformers
wrote to spread their ideas, poets and novelists wrote
to express their feelings.

All these sources, however, were produced by those
who were literate. From these we will not be able to
understand how history was experienced and lived by
the tribals and the peasants, the workers in the mines
or the poor on the streets. Getting to know their lives is
a more difficult task.

Yet this can be done, if we make a little bit of effort.
When you read this book you will see how this can
be done.
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Source 2

i consumption”

Newspapers  provide
accounts of the movements
in different parts of the
country. Here is a report
of a police strike in 1946.

More than 2000
policemen in Delhi
refused to take their
food on Thursday
morning as a protest
against their low
salaries and the

. bad quality of food

~ supplied to them
from the Police Lines
kitchen.

As the news spread
¢ to the other police
/ stations, the men there

also refused to take

food ... One of the
strikers said: “The
food supplied to us
from the Police Lines
kitchen is not fit for
human consumption.

Even cattle would

not eat the chappaitis
' and dal which we

have to eat.”

f Hindustan Times,
22 March, 1946
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Look at Sources 1 and 2.
Do you find any
differences in the nature
of reporting? Explain
what you observe.

HOW, WHEN AND WHERE
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Lef's imagne
Imagine that you are
a historian wanting
to find out about
how agriculture
changed in a remote
tribal area after

independence. List
the different ways in

==l

which you would find

information on this.
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State whether true or false:

(a) James Mill divided Indian history into three
periods — Hindu, Muslim, Christian.

(b) Official documents help us understand what
the people of the country think.

(c) The British thought surveys were important
for effective administration.
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2.

What is the problem with the periodisation of Indian
history that James Mill offers?

Why did the British preserve official documents?

How will the information historians get from old
newspapers be different from that found in police
reports?

Letsa

5.

Can you think of examples of surveys in your world
today? Think about how toy companies get
information about what young people enjoy playing
with or how the government finds out about the
number of young people in school. What can a
historian derive from such surveys?
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