










Footprints without Feet52

morning my promising legal career almost came to an end before it
had begun.

The Chief almost murdered me. He hinted that I might do well at
digging ditches. I was ordered back to New Mullion, and with me went
a man who had worked with Lutkins. I was rather sorry, because it
would prevent my loafing all over again with Bill.

When the train arrived at New Mullion, Bill was on the station
platform, near his cart. Strangely enough, that old tigress, Lutkins’
mother was there talking and laughing with Bill, not quarrelling at all.

From the train steps I pointed Bill out to my companion and said,
“There’s a fine fellow, a real man. I spent the day with him.”

“He helped you hunt for Oliver Lutkins?”
“Yes, he helped me a lot.”
“He must have; he’s Lutkins himself.”
What really hurt me was that when I served the summons, Lutkins

and his mother laughed at me as though I were a bright boy of seven.
With loving kindness they begged me to go with them to a neighbour’s
house for a cup of coffee.

“I told them about you and they’re anxious to look at you,” said
Lutkins joyfully. “They’re about the only folks in the town that missed
seeing you yesterday.”
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The Hack Driver 53

GLOSSARY

hack: a horse-drawn vehicle

agreeable sight: pleasant sight

poker: a card game in which bluff is used as players bet on the value of
their cards

earnestly: very seriously

creek: short arm of river; inlet on sea-coast

1. When the lawyer reached New Mullion, did ‘Bill’ know that he was
looking for Lutkins? When do you think Bill came up with his plan
for fooling the lawyer?

2. Lutkins openly takes the lawyer all over the village. How is it that
no one lets out the secret? (Hint: Notice that the hack driver asks
the lawyer to keep out of sight behind him when they go into Fritz’s.)
Can you find other such subtle ways in which Lutkins manipulates
the tour?

3. Why do you think Lutkins’ neighbours were anxious to meet the
lawyer?

4. After his first day’s experience with the hack driver the lawyer thinks
of returning to New Mullion to practise law. Do you think he would
have reconsidered this idea after his second visit?

5. Do you think the lawyer was gullible? How could he have avoided
being taken for a ride?

1. Do we come across persons like Lutkins only in fiction or do we
encounter them in real life as well? You can give examples from
fiction, or narrate an incident that you have read in the newspaper,
or an incident from real life.

2. Who is a ‘con man’, or a confidence trickster?

• ‘The Questionable Cargo’ by Captain W. E. Johns

• ‘My Last Dollar’ by Stephen Leacock

• ‘Barin Bhowmik’s Ailment’ by Satyajit Ray

Think about it

Talk about it

Suggested reading
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